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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  great  desire  that  has  been  very  generally 
expressed,  for  having  the  Agricultural  Sur- 
veys of  the  Kingdom  reprinted,  with  the  addi- 
tional Communications  which  have  been  received 
since  the  Original  Reports  were  circulated, 
has  induced  the  Board  op  Agriculture  to  come 
to  a resolution  of  reprinting  such  as  may  appear 
on  the  whole  fit  for  publication.  It  is  proper  at 
the  same  time  to  add,  that  the  Board  does  not 
consider  itself  responsible  for  any  faCt  or  obser- 
vation contained  in  the  Reports  thus  reprinted, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  consider  them  yet  in  a per- 
fect state  ; and  that  it  will  thankfully  acknowledge 
any  additional  information  which  may  still  be 
communicated : an  invitation,  of  which,  it  is 
hoped,  many  will  avail  themselves,  as  there  is  no 
circumstance  from  which  any  one  can  derive  more 
real  satisfaction,  than  that  of  contributing,  by 
every  possible  means,  to  promote  the  improve- 
ment of  his  Country. 


N.  B,  Letters  to  the  Board,  may  le  addressed  to  Lord 
Sheffield,  the  President,  No.  32,  Sacltville- Street,  Picca- 
dilly, London. 

NORFOLK.]  b PLAN 
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PLAN 


FOR  RE-PRINTING  THE 

AGRICULTURAL  SURVEYS. 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  AGRICUL- 
TURE. 


• ===== 

A BOARD  established  for  the  purpose  of  making 
every  essential  inquiry  into  the  Agricultural  State,  and  the 
means  of  promoting  the  internal  improvement  of  a power- 
ful Empire,  will  necessarily  have  it  in  view  to  examine 
the  sources  of  public  prosperity,  in  regard  to  various  im- 
portant particulars.  Perhaps  the  following  is  the  most  na- 
tural order  for  carrying  on  such  important  investigations; 
namely,  to  ascertain, 

1.  The  riches  to  be  obtained  from  the  surface  of  the  na- 
tional territory. 

2.  The  mineral  or  subterraneous  treasures  of  which  the 
country  is  possessed. 

3.  The  wealth  to  be  derived  from  its  streams,  rivers, 
canals,  inland  navigations,  coasts,  and  fisheries 
and 

4.  The  means  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  the 
people,  in  regard  to  their  health,  industry,  and  mo- 
rals, founded  on  a statistical  survey,  or  a minute  and 
careful  inquiry  into  the  adlual  state  of  every  paro- 
chial district  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  circumstances 
of  its  inhabitants. 
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Under  one  or  other  of  these  heads,  every  point  of  real 
importance  that  can  rend  to  promote  the  general  happiness 
of  a great  nation,  seems  to  be  included. 

Investigations  of  so  extensive  and  so  complicated  a na- 
ture, must  require,  it  is  evident,  a considerable  space  of 
time  before  they  can  be  completed.  Differing  indeed  in 
many  respefts  from  each  other,  it  is  better  perhaps  that 
they  should  be  undertaken  at  different  periods,  and  sepa- 
rately considered.  Under  that  impression,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  has  hitherto  direfled  its  attention  to  the  first 
point  only,  namely,  the  cultivation  of  the  surface,  and  the 
resources  to  be  derived  from  it.  9 

That  the  faffs  essential  for  such  an  investigation  plight 
be  collefled  with  more  celerity  and  advantage,  a number 
of  intelligent  and  respeffable  individuals  were  appointed, 
to  furnish  the  Board  with  accounts  of  the  state  of  husban- 
dry,  and  the  means  of  improving  the  different  distriffs  of 
the  kingdom.  The  returns  they  sent  were  printed,  and 
circulated  by  every  means  the  Board  of  Agriculture  could 
devise,  in  the  distriffs  to  which  they  respeftively  related ; 
and  in  consequence  of  that  circulation,  a great  mass  of  ad- 
ditional valuable  information  has  been  obtained.  For  the 
purpose  of  communicating  that  information  to  the  Public 
in  general,  but  more  especially  to  those  Counties  the  most 
interested  therein,  the  Board  has  resolved  to  re-print  the 
Survey  of  each  County,  as  soon  as  it  seemed  to  be  fit  for 
publication  ; and,  among  several  equally  advanced,  the 
Counties  ofNorfolk  and  Lancaster  were  pitched  upon  for 
the  commencement  of  the  proposed  publication  ; it  being 
thought  most  advisable  to  begin  with  one  County  on 
the  Eastern,  and  another  on  the  Western  Coast  of  the 
island.  When  all  these  Surveys  shall  have  been  thus  re- 
printed, it  will  be  attended  with  little  difficulty  to  draw  up 
' an 
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an  abstract  of  the  whole  (which  will  not  probably  exceed 
twoor  three  volumes  quarto)  to  be  laid  before  His  Majes- 
ty, and  both  Houses  of  Parliament  j and  afterwards,  a 
General  Report  on  the  present  state  of  the  country,  and  the 
means  of  its  improvement,  may  be  systematically  arranged, 
according  to  the  various  subje&s  connected  with  Agricul- 
ture. Thus  every  individual  in  the  kingdom  may  have, 

1.  An  account  of  the  husbandry  of  his  own  particular 
county  ; or, 

2.  A general  view  of  the  agricultural  stale  of  the  king- 
dom at  large,  according  to  the  counties,  or  districts, 
into  which  it  is  divided;  or, 

3.  An  arranged  system  of  information  on  agricultural 
subje&s,  whether  accumulated  by  the  Board  since 
its  establishment,  or  previously  known: 

And  thus  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  kingdom, 
and  agricultural  knowledge  in  general,  will  be  attainable 
'with  every  possible  advantage. 

In  re-printing  these  Reports,  it  was  j'udged  necessary, 
that  they  should  be  drawn  up  according  to  one  uniform 
model ; and  after  fully  considering  the  subjeCI,  the  follow- 
ing form  was  pitched  upon,  as  one  that  would  include  in 
it  all  the  particulars  which  it  was  necessary  to  notice  in  an 
Agricultural  Survey.  As  the  other  Reports  will  be  re- 
printed in  the  same  manner,  the  reader  will  thus  be  enabled 
to  find  out  at  once  where  any  point  is  treated  of,  to  which 
he  may  wish  to  direCt  his  attention. 
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Chap.  VII.  Arable  Land. 

Sect.  i.  Tillage. 

2.  Fallowing. 

3.  Rotation  of  Crops. 

4.  Crops  commonly  cultivated,  such  as  Com, 

Pulse,  Artificial  Grasses;  their  Seed,  Cul- 
ture, Produce,  &cc*. 
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* Where  the  quantity  is  considerable,  the  information  rrspe  fling  the  crops 
commonly  cultivated  may  be  arranged  under  the  following  heads — for  exam-' 
pie,  Wat  ax  : 


tillage, 

manure. 


1.  Preparation 

2.  Sort. 

3.  Steeping. 

4.  Seed  (quantity  sown/ 
J.  Time  of  sowing. 


f hoe,  j 

o.  Culture  whilst  growing^  weeding,/ 
{ feeding.  J 


J.  Harvest. 


Threshing. 

9.  Produce. 

10.  Manufaflure  of  bread. 


In  general,  the  same  heads  will  suit  the  following  grains  : 
Hatley.  Oats.  Beans.  Rye.  Pease.  Buck-wheat. 
Application. 


Vetches  — 
Cole-seed  — 

Turnip*  — 


5 Feeding, 


| Seed. 

' Drawn, 

} bed,  • ^ 

) Fed  on  grass,  ( 
. in  houses. , 
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Appendix. 


Perfection  in  such  inquiries  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any  body  of  men  to  obtain  at  once,  whatever  may  be  the 
extent  of  their  views  or  the  vigour  of  their  exertions.  If 
Louis  XIV.  eager  to  have  his  kingdom  known,  and  pos- 
■ scssed  of  boundless  power  to  effcdf  it,  failed  so  much  in 
the  attempt,  that  of  all  the  provinces  in  his  kingdom,  only 
one  was  so  described  as  to  secure  the  approbation  of  pos- 
terity*, it  will  not  be  thought  strange  that  a Board,  pos- 
sessed 


* See  Voltaixx’J  Age  of  Loo  1 1 XIV.  vol.  ii.  p.  127,  128,  edit.  175*. 

The  following  extraft  from  that  work  will  explain  the  ciicumstancc  above 
alluded  to  : 

“ Lo  u 1 s had  no  Colbirt,  nor  Lo  uvois,  when,  about  the  year  1 698, 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  he  ordered  each  of  the  in* 
tendants  to  draw  up  a particular  description  of  his  province.  By  this  meaus 
an  exalt  account  of  the  kingdom  might  have  been  obtained,  and  a just  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  an  useful  work,  though  all  the  intendantt 
had  not  the  capacity  and  attention  of  Monsieur  De  Lamoicnon  De  Ba- 
villi.  Had  what  the  King  directed  been  as  well  executed,  in  regard  to 

every 
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sesscd  of  means  so  extremely  limited,  should  find  it  difficult 
to  reach  even  that  degree  of  perfection  which  perhaps 
might  have  been  attainable  with  more  extensive  powers. 
The  candid  reader  cannot  expeft  in  these  Reports  more 
than  a certain  portion  of  useful  information,  so  arranged  as 
to  render  them  a basis  for  further  and  more  detailed  in- 
quiries. The  attention  of  the  intelligent  cultivators  of  the 
kingdom,  however,  will  doubtless  be  excited,  and  the  minds 
of  men  in  general  gradually  brought  to  consider  favoura- 
bly of  an  undertaking  which  will  enable  all  to  contribute 
to  the  national  stores  of  knowledge,  upon  topics  so  truly 
interesting  as  those  which  concern  the  agricultural  inte- 
rests of  their  country  ; interests  which,  on  just  principles, 
never  can  be  improved,  until  the  present  state  of  the  king- 
dom is  fully  known,  and  the  means  of  its  future  improve- 
ment ascertained  with  minuteness  and  accuracy. 


every  province,  as  it  was  by  this  magistrate  in  the  account  of  Languedoc,  the 
colle&fon  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  valuable  monuments  of  the  age. 
Some  of  them  are  well  done  ; but  the  plan  was  irregular  and  imperfedt,  because 
all  the  intendants  were  not  restrained  to  one  and  the  same.  It  were  to  be 
wished  that  each  of  them  had  given,  in  columns,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  each  ele&ion ; the  nobles,  the  citizens,  the  labourers,  the  artisans,  the 
mechanics;  the  cattle  of  every  kind  ; the  good,  the  indifferent,  and  the  bad 
lands;  all  the  clergy,  regular  and  secular;  their  revenues,  those  of  the  towns, 
arfd  those  of  the  communities. 

“ All  these  heads,  in  most  of  their  accounts,  are  confused  and  imperfedt ; 
and  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  search  with  great  care  and  pains,  to  find  what 
is  wanted.  The  design  was  excellent,  and  would  have  been  of  the  greatest  use, 
had  it  been  executed  with  judgment  and  uniformity.” 


Intro- 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A second  Report  for  the  County  of  Nor- 
folk, by  a different  Writer  from  the  Gentleman 
who  executed  the  first,  demands  a short  expla- 
nation, to  obviate  any  idea  tending  to  lower  the 

estimation  in  which  the  Original  Report  is  justly 

> 

held.  There  have  been  varidus  instances  of  se- 
cond, and  even  third  Reports  of  the  same  County, 
all  by  different  hands ; but  in  the  case  of  Norfolk 
a new  Report  was  demanded,  for  a local  reason. 
The  introduction  of  a new  breed  of  Sheep,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  practice  of  Drilling 
spread  in  the  County,  had  effected  so  great  a 
change  in  the  state  of  Norfolk  Husbandry,  that 
all  former  works  on  the  Agriculture  of  that  ce- 
lebrated County  must  necessarily  be  deficient, 
however  excellent  in  other  respeCts.  The  pre- 
sent Report  does  not  appear  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  former,  but  merely  in  assistance  of  it ; 
that  such  objeds  as  were  unnoticed,  or  but 

little 
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little  attended  to,  from  their  being  at  that  mo- 
ment in  their  infancy,  should  now  be  registered, 
for  the  use  of  such  other  Counties  as  may  not 
yet  have  made  similar  exertions. 

July  14,  1S04. 


ERRATA. 

In  p.  527,  third  line  from  the  bottom,  after  Rent  35,  rtai  per  cent. 

P.  519,  in  the  col.  of  Uninhabited  Houses  in  the  Hundred  of  Eynesford, 
for  39  rtad  3*. 
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NORFOLK* 


CHAPTER  I. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  STATE. 


SECT.  I. — EXTENT. 

A CCORDING  to  Templeman’s  Survey  of  the 
Globe,  Norfolk  is  57  miles  in  length  and  35  in 
breadth,  and  contains  1426  square  geographic  miles.  Mr. 
Kent  makes  the  greatest  length,  from  east  to  west,  59 
miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth,  from  north  to  south,  38 ; 
containing  1710  square  miles,  and  1,094,400  statute 
acres.  It  contains  33  hundreds,  one  city,  four  sea-port 
towns,  25  other  market-towns,  and  756  parishes;  a greater 
number  than  any  other  county  in  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
Howlet  contends  that  Norfolk  is  larger  than  Essex, 
which  is  estimated  at  1,240,000  acres.  As  this  point 
was  therefore  doubtful,  I had  the  area  of  the  county  on 
the  new  and  very  accurate  map,  measured  carefully  by  the 
map-engraver  to  the  Board,  whose  measurement  gives 
1830  square  miles. 
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SECT.  II. — CLIMATE. 

There  arc  several  points  of  the  compass  from  which 
lie  north  and  north-eist  winds  blow  more  diredlly  on 
this  county  than  on  any  other  in  the  kingdom  : we  feel 
these  winds  severely  in  Suffolk  ; but  Norfolk  is  still  more 
exposed  to  them,  and  the  climate  consequently  colder,  and 
more  backward  in  the  Spring.  Another  circumstance 
which  must  have  some  effect  On  the  climate,  is  the  whole 
western  boundary  being  the  fens  and  marshes  of  Lin- 
colnshire and  Cambridgeshire,  to  the  amount  of  5 or 
600,000  acres ; but  this  is  more  likely  to  affedl  the  salu- 
brity of  the  air  relative  to  the  human  body,  than  to  the 
products  of  the  earth. 


SECT.  III.— SOIL. 

The  annexed  Map  will  best  explain  the  great  divisions 
of  the  soil  of  Norfolk.  I travelled  many  miles,  in  .order 
to  give  it  as  much  accuracy  as  such  a sketch  admits,  short 
of  an  attention  that  would  demand  years  rather  than 
months,  perfe&ly  to  ascertain. 

Entering  the  county  from  the  south-west,  the  district  of 
sand  extends  from  Garboldsham  to  the  fens  of  Hockwold 
and  Methwold  ; contra&ing  its  breadth  between  Stoke  and 
Pickenham,  continues  to  Congham  and  South  Rainham ; 
and  then  diverging  both  to  the  east  and  west,  fills  up  the 
whole  north-eastern  pan  of  the  county  to  Hindrtngham, 
and  then  taking  a south-easterly  direction,  bends  again  to 
the  north  to  Bamrngham,  and  strikes  the  sea  at  Over- 
strand. But  this  sandy  district  is  again  divisible  into  light 
and  good  sand  ; the  former  to  the  south  of  the  line  from 
Winch  to  Svvaffham,  and  the  latter  to  the  north.  The 
southern  part  comprehends  by  far  the  poorest  part  of  the 
county,  a considerable  portion  of  which  is  occupied  by 
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babbit-warrens  and  sheep-walk  heaths,  and  has  a most  de- 
solate and  dreary  aspcd.  It  is,  however,  highly  itnprove- 
able  by  the  marie  and  chalk,  or  cork,  which  is  almost 
every  where  found  under  the  surface.  Much  has  been 
broken  up  in  the  last  20  years ; but  much  remains  to  be 
done.  The  improvement  of  this  distrid  has  been  long 
impeded,  from  an  idea  that  the  white  chalky  marie  would 
not  answer  carrying;  and  what  they  call  good  clay  i$ 
scarce ; but  modern  experiments  have,  or  rather  are,  at 
present,  working  out  these  erroneous  ideas ; and  under  the 
article  of  Afanurts,  will  be  found  some  satisfactory  trials. 
Which  speak  a different  language. 

The  north-eastern  angle,  of  better  sand;  contains  large 
traCts  of  excellent  land,  intermixed  with  a good  deal  of  an 
inferior  quality;  Here  is  found  the  agriculture  to  which 
the  general  epithet  of  Notfolk  husbandry  peculiarly  be- 
longs. The  improvements  wrought  here  from  60  to  70 
years  ago,  first  gave  rise  to,  and  afterwards  established, 
the  celebrity  of  the  county:  rents  have  risen  from  is.  to 
to  15s,  and  from  is.  6d.  and  as.  to  20s.  A Country  of 
rabbits  and  sheep-walk  has  been  covered  with  some  of 
the  finest  corn  in  the  world ; and,  by  dint  of  manage- 
ment, what  Was  thus  gained,  has  been  preserved  and  im- 
proved, even  to  the  present  moment; 

To  the  west  of  the  light  sand  distrid  Is  a small  trad  of 
Various  soils,  between  the  Stoke  and  the  Sechy  rivers,  and 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  river  Ouze.  Here  is  much 
good  sand,  some  strong  wet  clayey  loams,  and  on  the 
Ouze  a line  of  rich  marsh; 

Still  more  to  the  west,  and  cut  off  by  the  Ouze  from 
the  rest  of  the  county;  lies  the  rich  distrid  of  marsh- 
land; the  larger  part  of  which  is  a marine  silt  on  a clay 
basis,  at  various  depths.  In  some  trads  the  clay  mixes  with 
the  silt  to  the  surface,  and  forms  the  richer  grazing  lands. 

The  distrid  of  various  loams  comprehends  the  larger 
£ 2 part 
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part  of  the  county,  and  includes  soils  of  a very  different 
description.  In  the  southern  part  of  it,  in  Diss  hundred, 
and  some  adjoining  ones  towards  Norwich,  there  is  much 
strong  wet  loam,  where  summer  fallow  and  beans  are 
found;  and  similar  land  is  scattered  in  other  parts;  but 
the  general  feature  is  a good  sandy  loam,  upon  which 
turnips  come  in  regular  course  ; it  is  an  old  enclosed  wood- 
land country,  which  would  not  be  noted  as  very  famous 
for  management ; nor  had  Norfolk  attained  any  great 
celebrity  for  her  farming,  from  the  practices  (though, 
upon  the  whole,  meritorious)  which  are  found  in  this 
distridt.  The  natural  fertility  is  considerable.  Marie  is 
found  almost  in  every  part. 

It  only  remains  to  speak  of  the  distridl  of  rich  loam, 
which  is  certainly,  in  point  of  soil,  one  of  the  finest  tradls 
of  land  that  is  any  where  to  be  seen  : broads  and  marshes 
occupy  too  much  of  it ; but  the  land,  under  the  plough,  is 
a fine,  deej^mellow,  putrid,  sandy  loam,  adhesive  enough 
to  fear  no  drought,  and  friable  enough  to  strain  off  super- 
fluous moisture  ; so  that  all  seasons  suit  it:  from  texture, 
free  to  work,  and  from  chemical  qualities,  sure  to  produce 
in  luxuriance  whatever  the  industry  of  man  commits  to  its 
friendly  bosom.  The  husbandry  is  good,  bur  by  no 
means  perfect. 

The  relative  contents  of  these  distridls  are  found  by  mea- 


suremcnc  to  be  : 

Square  Miles. 

Light  sand. 

220 

Good  sand, 

420 

Marshland  clay. 

60 

Various  loams, 

900 

Rich  loam, 

- - 148 

Peat, 

- 82 

1830 
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Or,  in  acres : 

Acre*. 

Light  sand. 

140,800 

Good  sand, 

268,800 

Marshland  clay. 

38,400 

Various  loams, 

576,000 

Rich  loam, 

94*720 

Peat,  - 

‘ 52’4*8o 

/ . 

1,171,200 

LOCAL  NOTES. 

DISTRICT  OF  VARIOUS  LOAMS. 


In  passing  through  the  county,  and  discriminating  the 
great  divisions  of  the  soils,  some  exceptions  occurred, 
which  were  noted,  and  other  circumstances  not  coincid- 
ing dirctfly  with  the  general  features  of  the  district. 

Around  Watton  are  various  loams,  some  of  them  sandy*; 
and  some  heavy,  on  a clay  marie  bottom : much  land  that 
is  improved  by  draining. 

Some  of  the  black  sand  and  gravel  at  Billi-ngfold  has 
proved  very  ungenial  in  cultivation  ; part  of  it  broken  up 
from  the  heath,  and  marled  with  80  loads  an  acre,  gave 
only  blind  ears  ; that  is,  the  ears  had  chaff  only,  without 
grain  ; after  this  it  was  marled  again;  and  cultivation  has 
brought  it  to  be  prohtahle.  . • ,*  V 

From  Dereham  to  Wymondham,  by  VVinborough, 
Yaxham,  Garveston,  and  Kinderly,  much  of  the  country, 
especially  towards  Wymondham,  is  a thickly  enclosed 
woodland;  the  soil  is  strong  loam  on  clay  marie,  and.  very 
fine:  I saw  great  crops  of  all  sorts,  and  many  laid.  Around 
Wymondham,  some  light  but  good  land.  The  two  Mor- 
leys  contain  some  very  light,  and  some  heavy.  Deepham, 
heavy;  and  Wickle-wood,  inclining  to  it.  Fundeuham, 
Ash  we  11,  and  Wramplingham,  a strong  loam, 

from  Wyndham,  by  Hcthel,  Wrenningham,  and 
B 3 Flordon, 
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Flordon,  very  fine  rich  land,  being  a strong  loam  on 
marie;  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Wrenningham,  has  an  immense 
crop  of  wheat,  dibbled  on  clover  lev.  At  Flordon,  some 
land  of  tile  finest  quality,  deep,  friable,  and  putrid.  All 
good  and  strong  land  to  Srratton  ; thence  to  near  Harling 
(about  which  town  there  is  some  lighter  land),  by  Wac- 
ton  and  the  Pulhams,  all  strong  land  on  clay  marie:  clover 
sown  alone,  a regular  plant,  and  good ; and  a scattering 
of  beans  from  Wymondham  to  Harlestcn,  sufficient  to 
shew  (if  this  proof  were  wanted)  what  the  soil  is. 

I met  with  few  farmers  in  Norfolk  who  admitted  that 
fern  was  a sign  of  good  land ; as  I have  an  entire  con- 
yi&ion  that  it  is  an  excellent  sign,  I was  pleased  to  hear 
Mr.  Bloomfield,  the  brother  of  the  gentleman  who 
lives  at  Billingford,  observe,  in  riding  over  a heath  in  that 
parish,  on  my  asking  why  they  did  not  plough  it — “ this 
part,  where  there  are  brakes,  would  pay  well ; but  some 
of  it  is  poor.” 

Thelton,  Rushel,  Billingford,  and  to  the  back  of  Need- 
ham, are  very  wet  and  strong,  as  much  so  as  any  parts 
of  Norfolk. 

Earsham  hundred  has  much  mixed  good  land,  sotnc 
sharp  gravel,  and  much  heavy  wet  clay. 

Diss  hundred,  good,  though  strong  and  wet.  Rent 
15s.  to  20s. 

Depwade  has  much  strong  land,  but  little  meadow ; 
nearly  equal,  however,  to  Diss. 

The  Pulhams  are  wet  and  heavy,  and  contain  much 
pasture.  Mr.  Donne’s  farm  is  broken  up. 

In  Loddon  hundred,  Langley,  Mendham,  and  Seeth- 
ing, strong  land,  but  good ; greatly  improved  by  hollow- 
draining. At  Langley,  all  I viewed,  except  the  marshes, 
is  a very  fine  and  fertile  sandy  and  gravelly  loam  ; in  vari* 
L.  : , ...  OU8 
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005  trails  on  a fine  clay  marie,  weH  worth  505.  an  acre  ; 
equally  good  for  turnips  and  wheat.  T waite,  strong. 
Hedlngham,  half  strong,  half  mixed  soil,  none  light. 
Bioont  has  some  heavy,  but  much  gravel.  Loddon,  a 
little  strong,  but  all  good. 

Chedgrave  and  Hardy,  mixed  ; average  rent,  20s. 

Carleton  and  Ashby  on  loam  ; and  a little  clay.  Hil- 
Hngton,  Claxton,  and  Houlsron,  better  ; all  good. 

Brook  divides  the  soils ; on  one  side  the  land  is  as  fine 
as  in  Fleg. 

Kirstcad  has  a good  soil.  Stoke  has  some  heavy  land.  \ 

There  is  a remarkable  vein  of  strong  clay  soil,  eight 
mrlcs  long,  and  two  wide,  extending  from  Brook  to  Tas- 
borough  turnpike  at  the  Bird-in-Hand ; taking  in  a little 
of  Fladdon,  and  ending  at  Mulbarton  ; this  is  all  a strong 
clay  land,  with  many  beans  cultivated;  it  was  not  worth 
above  8s.  an  acre  t but  by  draining,  and  other  improve- 
ments, is  now  brought  to  be  good  land. 

To  the  north  of  this  line,  towards  Norwich,  it  is  a 
country  of  good  mixed  soil ; the  worst  of  it  is  at  Dunston- 
hills,  near  Hartford  bridges.  To  the  south  there  lies  also 
a range  of  mixed  soil,  till  it  meets  the  strong  land  of  Thel- 
ton,  Thorpe,  Abbots,  &c. 

Clavering  hundred,  all  good  land. 

Horsted  and  Belough,  light.  Wroxham,  light. 

The  soil  at  Coltishal  is  various,  but  much  alight  sandy 
loam  on  a red  running  sand,  three  or  four  feet  deep;  then 
a bed  of  flints,  then  more  satid  ; another  bed  of  flints,  and 
then  marie  5 but  little  gravel. 

About  North  Walshatn  a mixed  soil,  that  is,  a sandy 
loam  ; some  sand  ; and  the  sub-soil  sand  : at  the  distance 
of  three  or  four  miles,  much  on  brick  earth,  and  some  on 
clay  marie. 

B 4 The 


Digitized  by  Google 


& 


sou,. 


, The  same  at  Scotter ; a fine  sandy  loam  opposite  Mr,, 
Dyble’s  house,  and  much  of  it  in  the  country. 

At  Oxnead,  Sec.  a mixed  sandy  loam  on  a red  sand, 
Under  which  a layer  of  flints ; then  strong  brick  earth, 
and  then  white  chalky  marie,  at  the  depth  of  jq  to  15 
feet. 

- f rom  Aylsham  to  North  Walsham  good  land;  better 
than  to  Holt.  Around  Woltcrton  good;  and  the  first 
four  miles  to  Cromer.  It  is  bad  to  Cnuston  ; and  much 
of  it  indifferent  to  Norwich.  From  St.  Faith  to  Norwich 
enclosed  within  30  years,  and  good, 
j From  Causton  to  Reepham  and  Foulsham,  a trail  of 
good  soil,  but  much  wet,  on  which  draining  is  a great 
improvement.  , 

At  Heveringland  much  sandy  laud,  on  a hard  cold  sand 
bpttom. 

Excellent  sandy  loam  at  Hackford  and  Reepham ; much 
of  it  on  a marley  bpttom. 

_ Spixworth,  Crostwick,  Wickmer,  and  Wolterton,  have 
very  good  land.  . ...  v • > 

At  T hunting  there  are  spnds  of  various  qualities  ,;  some 
good;  but  much  on  a cold  clung  gravel ; some  stiff,  even  on 
the  surface  ; so  that  water  stands  in  the  horses’  foot-steps, 
in  turnip-feeding.  Mr.  Johnson  remarks,  as  a general 
rule,  that  if  the  sand  does  not  wash  in  the  furrows,  the 
land  is  bad,  good  neither  for  barley  nor  turnips.  On 
many  soils  a thickish  mud  washes,  which  keeps  the  flat, 
the  breast  of  the  plough,  from  scouring.  There  is  some 
good  mixed  soil  on  gravel,  and  some  on  clay  ; good  strong, 
land,  with  the  sand  washed  in  the  furrows. 

Gistick,  as  good  land  as  any  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Dawling  better  than  Thurning.  Briston  part  good,  and 
part  bad. 

* - Croxton, 
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Croxton,  Fulmerston,  and  Stibbard,  good ; also  Wood 
Nowton,  and  Riborough.  , 

Tlie  trad  to  the  cast  of  the  Ouze,  comprized  in  Down- 
ham,  Winsbotsham,  Stow,  Crumplesham,  Bexwell,  Rus- 
ton,  &cc.  is  a mixed  soil  ; sand,  and  sandy  loam  ; some 
clayey,  and  a little  moory ; generally  good  land,  upon  a 
svhite  clay  marie. 

At  Wellington  much  sandy  gravel,  on  a yellow  day; 
also  strong  silt  clay,  on  a gault  bottom,  wet. 

There  is  much  very  poor  sand,  gravel,  and  poor  moory 
heaths,  from  Lynn  to  Swaffham ; and  poor  shallow  sand, 
on  hard  chalk,  at  Narborough. 

The  soil  at  Bestthorpe  is  strong,  and  much  wants 
draining  ; but  some  very  fine  brown  sandy  loam  is  found. 
A hedge  thrown  down  many  years  ago  in  Mr.  Priest’s 
turnip-field,  and  the  rankness  of  the  crop  there,  striking. 

, Hookering,  and  North  and  West  Tuddenhana,  are  a 
strong  enclosure  ; mixed  soil,  being  good  turnip-land. 

Part  of  Weston  is  sandy,  and  part  good. 

At  Swanton  Morley,  Mr.  Emms’s  farm,  1000  acres, 
mixed  land ; but  part  of  the  parish  heavy.  Lyng  is 
light,  and  Dillington  various. 

At  Gressenhall  there  are  three  or  four  farms,  of  1200 
acres,  to  be  sold,  some  of  which  might  be  watered.  An 
advowson  of  4 or  500I.  a year,  and  manors ; the  price 
50,00Gl. 

Kempston  is  a fine  mixed  loam ; no  light  land,  but 
some  heavy. 

To  Fakenham,  all  good. 

1 Beccles  to  Loddon,  a fine  sandy  loam,  20s.  an  acre  in 
1792. 

Loddon  to. Norwich,  and  Norwich  to  Dereham,  a fine 
sandy  loam. 

• ' ' ’ ’ . j * , 
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GOOD  SAND. 

At  Great  Dunham  the  soil  is  very  fine  land,  and  pro- 
duces great  crops.  But  in  Little  Dunham  is  some  of  the 
finest  land  I have  any  where  seen : the  crops  immense  ; 
yet,  if  possible,  inferior  to  the  texture  and  appearance  of 
the  land.  The  herbage  of  the  leys  of  a deep  hue,  that 
speaks  their  nourishment. 

Along  the  coast,  from  Holltham,  westward,  towards 
Houston,  there  is  a tra6l  between  the  marshes  and  the 
sand,  from  half  a mile  to  a mile  broad,  of  a singu- 
larly fertile  sandy  loam : it  has  tenacity  sufficient  to 
adhere  into  clods  easily  broken,  and  to  produce  great 
crops  of  vegetables  demanding  the  richest  soils ; at  the 
same  time  it  has  that  dryness  and  friability  which  renders 
it  excellent  turnip-land.  It  may  let  at  about  20s.  an  acre  ; 
whodver  views  it  will  not  think  the  rent  high. 

At  Burnham  Westgate,  some  poorer  sands,  and  chalk 
slopes.  Choseley,  middling  sand.  Summerfield,  good 
mixed  soil  and  sand.  Thornham  very  good  sandy  loam. 
Holm  equal,  and  part  of  it  superior  to  Thornham.  Tich- 
well  is  good,  but  has  some  light.  Brancaster  the  same; 
and  Hunston,  very  good. 

Fring  has  some  light,  and  some  middling.  All  these 
parishes  class  as  sand  in  general ; the  basis  marie  or  chalk. 

Snettisham,  much  good  sand  on  chalk  and  marie,  and 
some  low  and  strong  land.  Hexham  nearly  the  same. 

At  Ringstead  a quarry  of  marble  ; the  colour  and  vein* 
something  like  that  of  Sienna.  At  Snettisham,  a quarry 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stvleman,  of  red  sand-stone,  20  feet 
deep : it  rises  soft,  but  hardens  in  die  air.  The  stables  at 
Houghton  are  built  of  it. 

Upon  the  sea-shore  at  Snettisham,  Mr.  Stvleman  has 

a large 
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a large  traiSt  of  sea-sliingle,  which  hears  Kttle  more  ihan 
eringo : he  sowed  some  chicory  seed  on  it  for  experi- 
ment, but  it  never  vegetated. 

The  soil  of  Houghton,  is  sand  on  chalk  and  marie: 
that  of  Harpley  better  ; the  Rudhams  good  ; Bagthorpe 
light ; the  Birchams  ordinary  ; Anmer  is  better,  but  all 
sand. 

At  Hillingdon  there  is  some  black  sand  and  gravel ; a 
poor  soil,  but  the  hills  are  chalk  : the  sands  all  apt  to  be 
more  foul  than  the  chalk. 

Much  blowing  sand  at  Riseing ; and  the  evil  of  some  of 
the  soil  there  is,  its  being  free  from  stones,  and  for  that 
reason  burns  much ; on  which  account  Mr.  Beck  disap- 
proves of  picking  stones.  The  remark  is  very  judicious. 
To  deep  sands  he  thinks  twitch  so  natural,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  free  them  from  it : if  the  field  is  made  ever  so 
clean,  and  lays  two  years,  there  will  be  some. 

There  is  some  sand  that  burns,  at  Grimstone.  The 
soil  of  Massingham  is  much  better,  and  never  burns. 

At  Guyton  the  soil  has  a mixture  of  stones,  and  is  the 
better  for  it. 

At  Morston,  near  the  sea,  there  is  some  land  so  covered 
with  stones,  as  to  appear  to  the  eye  to  contain  little  be- 
sides ; but  excellent  for  corn ; 1 1 combs  an  acre  of 
white  vetches  have  been  gained  on  it.  Much  good  land 
is  found  at  Cley. 

Sarsingham,  Dawling,  Binham,  are  good  sand;  the 
loam  on  white  clay  marie. 

Wighton,  sandy  loam;  good  mixed  soil,  on  clay  marie; 
but  some  is  inferior. 

In  Sherrington,  Hindringham,  and  Kilderston,  there  is 
much  strong  land,  upon  which  hollow-draining  is  prac- 
tised* 
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LIGHT  SAND. 

From  Riddlesworth,  by  West  Harling,  there  are  poor 
thin  sands  on  mark.  At  Quiddenham  it  improves,  and 
continues  better  through  Eccles  to  Snetterton.  The  crops 
in  Harling-ficld,  in  this  wet  season,  miserably  poor,  hardly 
yielding  the  seed  again  ; yet  a most  luxuriant  growth  of 
spontaneous  chicory  and  mellilot,  which  shews  the  profit 
to  which  the  tra£f  might  [reapplied,  if  the  hints  offered 
by  the  beneficence  of  the  Almighty  were  pursued. 

From  Attleborough  tcrEuston,  by  Rowdhatn  and  Bre- 
tenham,  a dreary  country,  beginning  with  rich,  but  som- 
bre commons,  and  then  crossing  poor  open  heaths  and 
sheep-walks,  and  open  arable,  that  cries  aloud  for  chi- 
cory : poor  sand,  on  chalk  and  marie. 

RICH  LOAM. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  circumstances  in  the  hus- 
bandry of  Norfolk,  is  the  soil  of  Fleg  hundred  ; and  much 
in  Blowfield  and  Walsham  hundreds  is  of  the  same  qua- 
lity : it  is  a sandy  loam,  from  two  to  three  feet  deep,  and 
much  of  it  as  good  at  bottom  as  on  the  surface  ; of  so 
happy  a texture,  that  almost  any  season  suits  it ; subject 
neither  to  burn  in  droughts,  nor  to  be  wet  with  incessant 
rains.  The  basis  most  general,  is  a clay  marie ; but  in 
several  distrifts  sand,  both  yellow  and  white.  So  fertile  a 
soil  I have  very  rarely  seen  of  so  pale  a colour ; it  is  a 
very  light  whitish  brown  in  dry  weather.  The  products 
are  great : wheat  from  6 to  14  combs;  barley  9 to  16; 
oats  101024;  pease  to  15.  Yet  these  products  do  not 
altogether  announce  the  merits  of  the  soil,  which  per- 
haps is  marked  more  by  paucity  of  failures  than  by  extra- 
ordinary crops.  Ashby  and  Burgh  were  named  to  mb 
as  having  extraordinary  land,  and  at  the  latter  I found  it 
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excellent.  Mr.  James  Wigg’s  is  famous  land,  and  his 
wheat  this  year  great. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Thrigby,  remarked  tome  a circum- 
stance which  well  deserves  noting  ; that  at  Ashby,  Billaby, 
and  Burgh,  is  land  that,  before  marling,  ran  uncommonly 
to  white  clover ; but  after  being  marled  from  Thorpe  and 
Wightlingham,  will  do  it  no  longer,  none  coming  at 
present  without  sowing. 

At  the  Burlinghams  and  Linwood  there  is  capital  land. 

Some  of  the  finest  land  in  Norfolk  is  at  Acle,  Moul- 
ton, Tunstal,  and  South  Walsham  ; the  crops  of  wheat 
were,  in  1789,  estimated,  on  an  average  of  years,  at  ten 
combs  an  acre  on  their  good  land  ; they  have,  however,  x 
some  that  does  not  produce  above  six.  At  Mawby,  near 
Castor,  the  average  of  the  parish,  for  ten  years  to- 
gether, ten  combs : twelve,  and  even  fifteen,  have  been 
had;  but  in  1802,  they  did  not  admit  crops  equal  tov 
these. 

I examined  with  pleasure  the  fine  loams  near  the  respec- 
tive houses  of  Mr.  Everitt,  of  Caistor,  and  Mr.  Fer- 
RABY,  of  Hcmsby,  which  class  amongst  the  finest  soils  in 
Fleg  ; it  ought  to  be  termed  a rich  sandy  loam  ; dry 
enough  for  feeding  turnips,  and  rich  enough  for  five  or 
six  quarters  of  wheat  ; equal  to  great  crops  of  cabbage, 
beans,  or  any  other  production. 

Southwood,  Moulton,  Lippenhoe,  and  Rudham,  class 
high  among  the  fertile  parishes. 

At  Martham,  much  of  the  land  is  on  a sand  bottom, 
and  some  gravelly  spots  subject  to  scald,  but  towards  the 
fens,  brick  earth. 

At  Catfield,  &c.  a pale,  fine,  sandy,  loam,  upon  a sand 
bottom,  esteemed  thin  skinned,  but  I found  it  to  the  eye 
the  same,  at  a foot  and  eighteen  inches  deep. 

Very 
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At  Waxhana  die  soil  is  very  fine. 

No  clay  for  an  under-stratum  in  Happing  hundred,  ex- 
cept at  Happsborough,  Walcot,  and  Badon ; generally 
sand  or  brick  earth.  Here  are  some  of  the  finest  lands  in 
the  county — equal  to  Fleg,  but  stiffer ; yet  the  surface  a 
fine  friable  sandy  loam,  and  the  bottom  not  too  retentive 
of  water.  The  best  land  ip  the  Catfield  district  is  at  Stal- 
ham  and  East  Ruston. 

Happsborough,  Walcot,  and  Badon,  again  noted  to 
me  as  the  finest  soils,  perhaps,  in  the  county ; a rich, 
deep,  mellow,  friable  loam,  on  a clay  loam  bottom,  some 
on  brick-earth  and  sand ; all  good.  East  Ruston,  very 
good,  deep,  on  brick-earth. 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Honing,  has  some  very  fine  pale  co- 
loured sandy  loam,  resembling  the  Fleg  soils,  and  worth 
36s.  an  acre  ; yet,  intermixed,  he  has  some  hills  of  sand 
and  gravel  of  much  inferior  value. 

MARSHLAND  CLAY. 

The  whole  district  of  marshland  is  probably  a relid  or 
deposition  of  the  sea  ; it  is  a silt,  or  warp  clay  of  great 
fertility,  upon  a sandy  silt  at  various  depths,  but  usually 
eighteen  inches  or  two  feet.  The  stiffer  clays  are  the 
worst  arable  : the  more  mild  and  temperate  ones,  the  best 
and  easiest  worked  of  course  ; but  the  strongest  clay  is  the 
best  for  grass. 


SECT.  IV. — WATER. 

Norfolk  is  advantageously  situated  respeding  na- 
vigation; for  of  its  great  circumference  of  200  miles, 
there  are  but  something  more  than  thirty,  from  Thetford 

to 


Digitized  by  Google 


WATER. 


H 

to  Bungay,  which  do  not  consist  of  the  sea,  or  of  navi- 
gable rivers : to  the  north,  the  ocean ; to  tl»e  west,  th« 
great  Ouze ; to  the  east,  the  sea ; to  the  sooth,  the  lessef 
Ouze,  and  the  Waveney ; and,  exclusive  of  this  benehr- 
cial  boundary,  the  Yare  and  the  Wensunt  penetrate  from 
Yarmouth  to  Norwich,  and  the  Bure  and  Thvrn,  from 
the  same  port  to  Aylesham.  With  the  last  named  river 
the  Broads,  and  their  communicating  channels  in  the  hun- 
dreds of  Fieg  and  Happing,  unite  and  conned  the  rich 
district  with  the  sea  and  with  Norwich,  and  the  advan- 
tage is  much  felt  in  the  conveyance  of  marie,  &c.  The 
navigation  of  the  Nar  reaches  Naiborougb,  and  conne&s 
with  the  Ouze. 

Smaller  streams  abound  in  every  part  of  the  county, 
and  offer  such  opportunities  of  irrigation,  as  must  excite 
the  amazement  of  every  farming  traveller,  at  the  utter  ne- 
gled  in  which  they  have  been  suffered  to  run  to  waste 
for  so  many  ages.  At  last,  this  important  application  has 
begun  to  receive  a little  attention  ; so  that  we  may  hope, 
that,  in  half  a century  more,  these  valuable  treasures  will 
be  accepted. 

Ponds,  artificial. — Mr.  CoKE  makes  these  ponds  at 
Holkham  to  serve  each  four  enclosures  ; they  are  set  out 
42  feet  square;  at  bottom  twelve,  and  seven  deep.  A bot- 
tom is  worked  with  good  clay,  free  from  all  stones,  nor  the 
least  soil  or  sand  in  it,  beating  it  as  dose  as  possible  three 
inches  thick*  then  three  inches  more  are  beaten  in,  and 
so  on  till  a foot  thick ; then  sand  over  it,  to  keep  the  drought 
out.  The  sides  are  made  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bot- 
tom : within  a yard  of  the  top,  the  clay  should  be  two  feet 
thick.  It  is  then  paved  with  bricks  set  on  edge.  These 
ponds  were  made  by  men  from  Gloucestershire,  who 
were  paid  as.  6d.  per  superficial  yard,  costing  2 81.  each, 
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besides  the  bricks.  To  divide  the  ponds  for  four  fields, 
a large  stone  with  a hole  wrought  in  it  to  receive  a post, 
is  necessary  at  the  centre,  with-  mortices  to  receive  tire 
rails. 
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PROPERTY. 


ESTATES  are  of  all  sizes  in  Norfolk,  from  nearly 
the  largest  scale  to  the  little  freehold ; one  of  25,000!.  a 
year  ; one  of  14,0001.  ; one  of  13,0001,;  two  of  io,OOOl. ; 
many  of  about  5000I. ; and  an  increasing  number  of  all 
smaller  proportions.  When  the  larger  properties  are  de- 
duced, the  remainder  of  the  county  will  be  found  divided 
into  moderate  estates,  and  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who 
pay  a considerable  attention  to  the  practice  of  agricul- 
ture. 

Seventy  years  ago,  there  was  not,  I believe,  a great 
rental  in  the  county,  so  that  these  considerable  properties 
have  been  accumulated,  first,  by  the  most  excellent  of  all 
causes,  agricultural  improvements,  and,  secondly,  by  ad- 
ditional purchases. 

Estates  sell  now  (1802)  pretty  currently  at  thirty  years 
purchase. 

In  the  Ovington  and  Sayham  enclosure,  the  land  sold 
by  the  commissionets  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  trea- 
sure, brought  43I.  per  acre,  as  it  was  assigned,  waste  and 
unenclosed.  The  average  of  all  sales  near  Watton,  40!. 
an  acre. 

An  estate  lately  sold  at  Fishley,  near  Yarmouth,  con- 
tained 

Arable  land,  good,  - - • 

Cars  ant)  marshes,  worth  12s.  an  acre, 

Marsh,  worth  20s.  an  acre, 

. NORFOLK.]  c 


250  acres. 
100 
5° 

400 

Rent, 
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Rent,  400I.  a year,  worth  500I.  fairly,  but  600J.  a vcaf 
offered  forit ; sold  for  17,500b  to  Sir  Edmond  Lacon, 
and  1500b  offered  for  the  bargain. 

Price  of  the  estates  sold  at  and  near  Happsborough,  30, 
40,  aud  50b  an  acre  ; much  sold  lately  ; and  at  this  time, 
the  best  land  would  all  sell  3t  from  40b  to  50b  an  acre. 

Land  worth  not  above  20s.  an  acre,  between  Coltishal 
and  Norwich,  has  been  sold  at  50b  an  acre. 

In  Marshland  Smeeth,  newly  enclosed,  at  50,  60,  and 
70b  an  acre. 

In  Downham  Westside,  Denver,  Welney,  &cc.  fen 
farms,  10b  to  12b  an  acre:  to  the  east  of  Downham,  at 
24  years  purchase. 

In  Upvvell,  some,  hot  fen,  to  50b  an  acre,  but  the 
average  20b 

Mr.  Bagoe,  of  Lynn,  has  land  in  Marshland  which 
■would  now  sell  at  70b  an  acre,  which  Mr.  Dixon  bought, 
60  years  ago,  at  12b  10s. 
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CHAP.  III. 

BUILDINGS. 


SOME  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the  proprietors  of 
large  estates  in  this  county,  have  long  been  famous  as  ob- 
jects of  the  attention  of  travellers,  and  deservedly  so ; for 
there  are  very  few  counties  that  rival  it  in  this  respe£t : 
the  circumstance,  however,  is  not  interesting  in  an  agricul- 
tural inquiry.  The  well-cultivated  domain  is  here  of 
much  more  consequence  than  the  well-decorated  palace. 

In  the  species  of  building  properly  appropriated  to  an 
Agricultural  Report,  greater  exertions  have,  1 believe, 
been  made  in  Norfolk  than  in  any  other  county  of  the 
kingdom.  One  landed  proprietor,  Mr.  Coke,  has  ex- 
pended above  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in 
farm-houses  and  offices  ; very  many  of  them  credled  in  a 
style  much  superior  to  the  houses  usually  assigned  for  the 
residence  of  tenants  ; and  it  gave  me  pleasure  to  find 
all  that  I viewed,  furnished  by  his  farmers  in  a manner 
somewhat  proportioned  to  the  costliness  of  the  edifices. 
When  men  can  well  afford  such  exertions,  they  are  cer- 
tainly commendable. 

One  of  Mr.  Coke’s  barns  at  Holkham  is  built  in  a su- 
perior style ; 120  feet  long,  30  broad,  and  30  high,  and 
surrounded  with  sheds  for  60  head  of  cattle  : it  is  capitally 
executed  in  white  brick,  and  covered  with  fine  blue 
slate. 

At  Syderstone,  he  has  built  another  enormous  barn, 
with  stables,  cattle-sheds,  hog-sties,  shepherd’s  and  bailiff’s 
houses,  surrounding  a large  quadrangular  yard,  likewise 
c 2 ia 
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in  a style  of  expense  rarely  met  with.  In  discourse  with 
the  men  at  work  in  this  barn,  they  informed  us,  that  to 
one  man  who  unpitched  the  waggon  at  harvest,  seven  others 
were  necessary  on  the  goff  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the 
corn,  alter  it  was  raised  to  some  height ; a great  expense 
at  a time  of  the  year  when  labour  is  the  most  valuable. 
The  fanners  arc,  however,  very  generally  advocates  not 
onlv  for  barns,  but  for  great  bains.  Another  inconveni- 
ence is  their  not  daring  to  tread , except  lightly,  in  large 
barns  : and  the  men  complained  that  the  corn  threshed 
the  worse  for  want  of  more  treading.  140  acres  were  in 
this  barn  of  Mr.  Savary’s.  Floor,  eleven  yards;  barn, 
nine  wide. 

In  all  Mr.  Coke’s  new  barns,  and  other  offices,  he 
has  substituted  milled  lead  for  ridge  tiles  to  the  roofs,  which 
is  far  more  lasting,  and  the  means  of  escaping  the  com- 
mon accidents,  in  raising  a heavy  ladder  on  tiling,  in  order 
to  replace  a ridge-tile  blown  off. 

For  all  locks,  particularly  in  stables  and  other  offices 
Mr.  Coke  has  found  those  with  copper  wards  much 
more  durable  than  any  others. 

The  front  edge  of  his  own  mangers  are  rollers  covered 
with  tin  ; the  mangers  themselves  are  plated  with  iron  ; 
and  the  bottoms  of  the  stall  fences  are  ci’  slate.  All  these 
circumstances  are  found  very  economical  in  duration. 

In  building  the  walls  around  a new  farm-yatd  for  Mr. 
Coke,  Mr.  Overman,  after  a certain  height,  draws 
them  in  to  a brick’s  length  at  the  top,  a saving  in  these 
ere&ions  which  merits  notice. 

Mr.  Coke’s  Method  of  makingup  and  applying  Lime~wash 
as  a Preservative  and  Covering  to  Boarding , IValls , &c. 

In  a tub  of  six  or  eight  gallons,  put  of  water  a quantity 
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sufficient  to  half  till  the  same ; add  thereto  of  clean  sharp 
sand,  and  of  lime  fresh  burnt,  in  about  equal  quantities, 
as  much  as  will  make,  when  well  stiired  up,  a wash  of 
moderate  consistence.  With  this  wash,  as  soon  as  made, 
pay  over  the  boarding  of  any  barns  or  buildings,  keeping 
the  sand  constantly  stirred  up,  so  that  the  brush  may  take 
up  the  sand  as  well  as  the  lime.  As  the  quantity  in  the 
tub  decreases,  add  by  degrees,  in  small  quantities,  more 
lime  and  more  sand,  taking  care  to  make  up  no  more  than 
will  be  immediately  used.  The  quicker  the  lime  the 
better,  which,  if  good,  will  make  the  wash  hot;  and  if 
it  be  required  to  make  this  wash  particularly  hard  and  du- 
rable, the  same  will  be  eflefled  by  making  use  of  boiling 
water  instead  of  cold,  taking  care  to  make  it  in  such 
quantities  that  it  can  be  laid  hot  on  the  boards. 

Mr.  Coke  has,  at  Holkham,  a brick  manufactory, 
which  ranks  very  high  among  the  first  in  the  kingdom  ; 
bricks  in  all  sorts  of  forms  are  made,  so  that  in  raising 
an  edifice,  there  is  never  a necessity  for  breaking  a whole 
brick  to  have  a smaller  of  a very  imperfect  shape,  which 
takes  time,  and  creates  waste ; cornice,  round  column, 
corner,  arch  bricks,  &c.  are  made  in  great  perfection. 

Account  in  1792  £.  s.  d. 

Raising  earth,  making  and  burning  per  1000 

(white  bricks  12s.),  - - 08  c? 

[The  brick-maker  finds  moulds,  pails,  bar- 
rows,  rakes,  boards,  &e.] 

Duty,  - - - - 026 

A chaldron  of  coals,  at  26s.  burns  7000,  o 3 8y 

A kiln,  32,000,  - - - o 14  8| 

Red  are  burnt  with  coals ; white  w ith  wood ; the  latter 
could  be  sold  at  4I.  4s.  a thousand ; such  as  are  stained, 
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at  3I.  3s.  8coo  of  the  white  are  burned  in  the  centre  of  a 
kiln  of  32,000  red. 

1802. — All  now  are  burnt  with  wood. 

Mr.  Salter,  at  Winborough,  built  a cart-lodge,  and 
granary  over  it,  in  which  are  three  circumstances  that  de- 
serve noting : the  main-posts  that  support  the  granary  rest 
on  brick -work  square  foundations,  about  two  feet  high, 
and  these  he  has  guarded  by  oak  plank  let  into  the  ground  ; 
the  posts  are  tied  to  the  beams  at  top  by  knees,  which  add 
much  strength. — [See  Plate  1.  Fig.  1.]  The  stairs  are 
without  the  building,  at  the  end  ; and  for  the  conveni- 
ency  of  loading  waggons,  there  are  two  rollers  fixed,  over 
which  sacks  are  slid  down  easily  into  the  waggon. 

Mr.  Robinson,  at  Carbrook,  sanded  his  cornice, 
window  and  door  frames,  and  window  soles.  The  me- 
thod is,  to  paint  white,  and  dash  it  immediately  with  sea 
sand  from  a dredging  box  : the  effedl,  as  I saw,  is  that  of 
an  exceeding  good  imitation  of  stone.  It  is  said  to  be  very 
durable. 

Mr.  Collison,  of  Dereham,  has  built  at  Bilney  a 
very  capital  barn  of  brick,  the  walls  18  inches  thick,  and 
for  three  feet  from  the  ground,  22  ; and  23  feet  high  : no 
cross  beams  to  impede  the  filling. — [See  Plate  I.  Fig.  2.] 
The  porch,  by  being  something  lower  at  the  point  of  the 
roof  than  the  barn  wall,  and  forming  no  jundlion  in  the 
roof,  has  no  gutters.  The  lean-to  sheds  are  joined  to  the 
walls  by  lead  worked  into  the  brick-work.  No  ridge- 
tiles  to  any  of  his  buildings,  but  milled  lead.  Stables,  har- 
ness, and  straw  and  hay  houses,  with  two  sheds,  one  on 
each  side  the  barn  porch:  the  whole  covered  with  pan- 
tiles. A granary  and  cart-shed,  and  a double  cottage, 
very  good  indeed,  but  with  the  universal  error  of  the 
house-door  opening  into  the  keeping-room.  Good  gar- 
dens; 
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dens;  and  the  people  seemingly  more  comfortable  than 
common  in  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Drake,  of  Billingfold,  near  Scole,  washes  a fine 
white  clav  from  a mixed  soil,  in  order  to  make  white 
bricks — lumps,  as  they  are  called — for  barn-floors,  See. 
He  has  a boarded  cistern,  into  which  the  earth  is  put, 
and  water  ladled  or  pumped  from  a contiguous  pond : the 
earth  is  well  stirred,  and  the  sand,  stones,  &c.  sinking,  the 
suspended  clay  is  let  off  into  a broad  shallow  tank,  and  as 
soon  as  it  is  subsided,  the  water  is  let  off  into  the  same 
pond.  But  the  clay  thus  gained  is  too  strong  to  make 
brick  alon e— flying  in  the  fire ; it  is  therefore  mixed  with 
a yellowish  loam. 

At  Thelton,  to  dig,  turn  over,  water,  make,  and 
burn  bricks,  9s.  per  1000  : every  thing,  as  tables,  boards, 
sand-barrows,  See.  found.  Some  give  10s.  6d. 

At  Snettisham — 1 7 70-  1803. 

Bricks  per  thousand,  - 20s.  - 30s. 

Tiles,  3I.  - 4!. 

Oak-timber  per  foot,  - Is.  6d.  2s.  6d. 

Ash  and  elm,  - - is.  2d  - 2s. 

Soft  woods,  - - - 6a.  to  8d.  is.  2d. 

Carpenter,  per  day,  - is.  9d.  2s.  4 d . 

Mason  and  thatcher,  - is.  9d.  2s.  4d. 

Building  a tolerable  cottage  at  Hillingdon,  costs  50b 
60I.  and  to  80I.  ; yet  lime  is  burnt  for  4th  a bushel ; but 
it  is  bad,  and  the  mortar  decays. 

An  observation  Mr.  Maitland  made,  in  shewing 
me  a sluice  in  Governor  Bentinck’s  embankment,  me- 
rits noting.  By  the  flooring  of  the  arch  being  laid  against 
the  brick-work  without  due  precaution,  the  water  got 
through,  and  boiled  up  under  the  apron : he  laid  it  afresh, 
itj  Roman  cement,  stopt  the  water,  and  the  evil  ceased. 
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COTTAGES. 

Mr.  Robinson,  atCarbrook,  has  built  a double  cot- 
tage of  flint-work;  the  walls  iS  inches  thick,  the  work- 
manship of  them  is.  the  square  yard.  The  rough- cast 
within  is  all  of  clay  white-washed,  which  answers  very 
well.  The  covering  is  pan-tiles.  Cost  130I. ; but  finish- 
ed neatly,  and  with  Gothic  windows,  perhaps  may 
add  20I.  or  30I.  extra : good  gardens,  and  very  well 
cultivated. 

The  two  bed-rooms  and  wood-rooms  arc  in  a lean-to : 
a bed-chamber  over  each. — [See  Plate  II.] 

Cottages  are  much  wanted  at  Snetterton  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parishes;  if  built,  they  would  presently  be  filled 
with  inhabitants.  I wish  they  were  ercdled,  for  the  poor 
people  arc  there  very  neat  in  their  well-cultivated  gardens; 
the  land  fully  cropr,  and  in  high  order,  and  the  hedges 
neatly  dipt ; but  their  gardens  arc  much  too  small ; they 
well  deserve  additions.  All  to  Attleborough,  &c.  the 
same;  and  at  Hingham,  Mr.  Heath  was  certain  that, 
if  20  or  30  were  built,  they  would  be  all  inhabited  in 
three  months.  It  is  the  same  in  the  surrounding  parishes. 

It  is  a new  pradlice  in  West  Norfolk,  to  let  cottages 
on  leases  of  lives. 

My  guide  into  Marshland  Smeeth,  knows  but  three 
cottages  built  in  consequence  of  cultivating  8000  acres : 
one  by  Mr.  Bagge,  one  by  Mr.  Silverwood,  and  one 
’by  Lady  Tr afford. 

Rent  of  a cottage  and  a bit  of  garden  at  Walpole,  3I. 

FARM-YARD. 

The  farm-yard  of  Mr.  Purdis,  at  Houghton  in  the 
Hole,  lies  on  a slope,  and  runs  into  a ditch  which  con- 
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vcyed  the  drainings  of  it  to  the  river:  this  ditch  was 
cleaned  out,  and  a great  row  of  rpad-sidc  mould  raised ; 
the  declivity  admitted  the  execution  of  a thought,  beauti- 
fully, simple  and  useful.  A trench  is  cut  along  the  top  of 
this  row  of  earth,  to  receive  the  drainings  of  the  yard; 
stops  arc  made  at  a small  distance  from  each  other,  to 
keep  the  liquor  till  the  earth  absorbs  it;  and  thus  the 
whole  is  impregnated.  As  the  watered  meadow  is  just 
below,  Mr.  Purdis  intends,  when  the  earth  is  removed, 
to  convey  the  drainings  into  his  main  carrier,  for  enriching 
his  water  of  irrigation.  When  once  men  are  led  to  t/iink, 
nothing  is  lost:  the  mind  is  awakened  to  every  hint;  and 
circumstances  which,  in  a sleeping  age,  would  be  passed 
by,  are  turned  by  a£live  exertion  into  profit.  In  such  a 
state  of  progressive  improvement,  every  object  becomes 
interesting,  and  all  the  faculties  of  the  human  mind  are 
on  the  stretch  to  draw  advantage,  where  our  ancestors 
drawled  on  inactive  and  torpid. 

I wish  1 had  it  in  my  power  to  add,  that  I saw  a good 
farm-yard  in  the  county,  manifesting  contrivance,  and  in 
which  no  building  could  be  moved  to  any  other  scite  with- 
out doing  mischief.  Where  is  such  an  one  to  be  seen  ? 
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OCCUPATION. 


SECT.  I. FARMS. 

UPON  this  subjeift  we  must  divide  the  county  gene- 
rally into  two  parts — the  dry  soils  and  the  wet  ones.  Upon 
the  former  the  farms  are  large,  and  upon  the  latter  much 
smaller. 

The  rich  distrifls  which,  though  dry  enough  for  tur- 
nips, arc  strong  enough  for  yielding  great  crops  of  wheat, 
possess  some  moderately-sized  farms,  such  as  from  400  to 
600  acres ; but  many  smaller.  The  wet  land  is  more 
commonly  held  in  small  occupations.  The  poorer  sands 
ate  usually  in  very  extensive  farms. 

One  near  Holkham,  1792,  1000  acres,  450I.  rent. 

SO  acres  wheat,  400  acres  sheep-walk, 

150  spring  corn,  10  harvest-men, 

120  — — turnips,  500  sheep — Norfolks, 

240  layer,  14  farm- horses, 

40  sundries,  40  cattle. 

Mr.  Purdis,  at  Egmore,  1802. 


300 

acres  of  turnips, 

3°° 

barley, 

600 

seeds, 

300 

tares, 

300 

wheat, 

100 

sundries. 

1900 

A finer 
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A finer  farm  is  rarely  to  be  seen,  than  Mr.  Mil- 
dred's at  Earshain,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk-, as  compadl  as  a table  ; without  afoot-path,  near 
a town  and  a navigation:  a good  soil,  and  a beautiful  si- 
tuation. 

In  the  hundreds  of  Diss,  Earsham,  and  Depwade, 
more  under  than  above  iool.  per  ann. 

Average  farm  of  Fleg  under  200  acres;  none  very 
large. 

Mr.  Heath’s,  at  Hemlington,  of  5CO  acres,  is  one  of 
the  largest  farms,  if  not  the  largest,  in  South  Walsham 
hundred. 

In  Happing  hundred,  farms  are  very  much  in  the 
hands  of  the  proprietors,  the  yeomanry  being  numerous ; 
hardly  any  so  large  as  4 or  500  acres,  and  not  many  under 
50  ; from  50  to  300. 

About  North  Walsham,  few  more  than  2 or  300  acres. 

Mr.  Petre-’s,  at  Westwick,  600  acres: 

100  wheat,  25  horses, 

180  barley  and  oats,  4 cows, 

12  pease,  50  bullocks, 

80  turnips,  340  sheep. 

150  layer, 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  840  acres: 

720  arable,  120  pease,  oats,  and  aftcr- 

120  turnips,  crop  barley, 

240  barley,  70  bullocks, 

340  seeds,  600  sheep. 

120  wheat. 

His  system  is,  to  keep  the  greatest  quantity  of  stock  he 
can  ; to  keep  his  land  clean,  and  then  not  to  doubt  of  great 
crops  of  corn. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thurning,  880  acres: 

2 co  grass, 

32  horses. 
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32  horses, 

70  score  sheep  of  all  sorts, 

95  beasts  at  turnips  last  year. 

Mr.  Reeve,  at  Wighton,  700  acres : 

600  arable, 

22  horses,  and  therefore  not  four  to  the  hundred 
acres ; all  drilled. 

Mr.  Styleman’s,  at  Snettisham,  2000  acres: 

1400  arable, 

600  grass, 

700  ewes,  and  their  produce,  or  about  2000  in  all 
He  has  arranged  his  Ringstead  farm  in  such  a manner,  in 
five  divisions,  each  of  six  fields,  like  five  distindl  farms, 
that  every  sort  of  crop  is  scattered  over  the  whole,  which 
he  considers  as  a great  convenience. 

Earl  of  Cholmondeley  : 

650  acres  arable,  120  turnips>, 

35°  grass>  120  barley, 

360  plantations,  of  which  240  seeds, 

120  added  by  the  120  wheat, 

present  Eat  l ; 

The  size  of  farms  in  Marshland,  will  be  seen  by  certain 
of  Governor  Bentinck’s  : 


695  acres, 
438  another, 
231  ditto, 
497  ditto, 
324  ditto, 


264  acres, 
168  ditto, 
185  ditto, 
60  ditto, 
55  ditto. 


About  Downbam,  most  are  small ; a few  to  4 or  300 
acres.  About  Wymondham,  chiefly  small:  200I.  a year 
a large  one  ; many  40I.  70I.  and  to  iool.  per  ann. 

Around  Hingham,  and  to  Attleborough,  farms  are  all 
small:  Mr.  Gass,  at  Hingham,  has  one  of  the  largest. 

In  the  richer  lands  of  Attleborough,  Hingham,  and 
, Watton, 
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Walton,  the  farms  are  generally  small:  about  the  latter 
place,  200I.  is  a common  size,  and  some  of  iool.  and 
even  6ol.  and  50I.  Mr.  Bougkn,  of  Sayham,  700I. 
the  largest  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Enuring. — Mr.  Johnson,  ofThurning,  entering  500 
acres  in  sad  order,  he  ploughed  up  and  fallowed  the  seeds, 
for  which  he  had  given  30s.  an  acre. 

Mr.  Overman,  at  Burnham,  entered  his  new  farm 
hired  of  Mr.  Coke,  with  a most  decisive  energy.  He 
paid  per  acre  for  liberty  to  fallow  land,  from  which  his 
predecessor  had  liberty  to  take  a crop  : he  fallowed  other 
lands  left  under  seeds,  and  for  sowing  which  he  had  also 
paid.  He  brought  a ship-load  of  hurdles  from  Sussex,  for 
defending  his  young  setts:  he  marled  such  part  of  the 
farm  as  wanted  it,  the  first  year ; remarking  to  me  the 
great  difference  between  enjoying  the  return  from  im- 
provements for  19  or  20  years,  rather  than,  by  delay, 
possessing  them  only  14  or  16. 

Stock. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Priest,  on  85  acres  of  very 
good  land  at  Seaming,  near  Dereham,  and  15  other  acres 
at  some  distance,  keeps  100  excellent  South  Down  sheep, 
6 cows,  5 horses,  and  has  had  a larger  stock  ; yet  75  acres 
of  it  are  arable. 

Size. — In  discourse  with  Mr.  Thurtell,  on  the  size 
of  farms,  he  remarked  that  nothing  could,  in  his  opinion, 
be  more  absurd,  than  the  prejudice  against  large  farms. 
Wherever  he  has  made  any  observation,  large  farms  pro- 
duce much  more  for  the  public  consumption  than  small 
ones  : that  all  improvements,  if  they  arise  at  all,  must  be 
from  large  farmers,  who  are  able,  and  now  a-d.iys  wil- 
ling, to  make  experiments.  And  he  further  observed, 
that  whatever  crop  would  produce  most  money,  was  of 
most  public  benefit ; an  observation  perfectly  coinciding 

with 
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with  that  of  a celebrated  writer,  but  whom  this  gentleman 
had  not  read,  Mr.  Harte,  in  his  Essays  on  Husbandry. 

The  size  of  farms  is  a subject  upon  which  so  much 
has  been  written,  that  to  enter  into  a discussion  on  the 
subjedf  in  the  Report  of  a single  county,  would  be  to- 
swell  a hook  with  general  subjedls,  which  ought  to  be 
appropriated  to  local  and  particular  ones.  I shall  only 
observe,  that  the  vast  improvements  which  have  been 
made  in  Norfolk,  by  converting  boundless  heaths,  sheep- 
walks  and  warrens,  into  well-cultivated  distridls,  by  en- 
closing and  marling,  are  such  as  were  never  yet  made  by 
small  farmers.  Great  fanners  have  converted  in  this  county 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  wastes  into  gar- 
dens: can  any  thing  therefore  be  so  grossly  absurd,  as  to 
find  fault  with  such  divisions  of  the  earth  as  have  pro- 
duced these  effects?  Little  farmers  have  never,  in  any 
county  that  1 am  acquainted  with,  produced  equal  effe£Is  : 
if  they  have,  let  the  Reporters  of  such  counties  explain 
it ; it  is  my  business  to  state  what  has  taken  place  in 
Norfolk.  In  the  eastern  distridl  of  rich  land,  farms  are 
moderate  or  small,  yet  the  country  is  well  cultivated  ; but 
natural  fertility  does  the  great  business ; upon  such  land, 
it  is  of  much  less  consequence  what  the  size  of  a farm 
may  be. 

When  poorer  tradls  become  highly  improved,  and  very 
great  exertions  are  not  equally  necessary,  farms  of  extra- 
ordinary size  may  be  profitably  divided,  since  the  inven- 
tion of  threshing-mills,  which  supersede  the  necessity  of 
barns  : as  in  this  case,  the  interest  of  the  money  expended 
in  new  buildings,  added  to  their  repairs,  may  not  be 
equal  to  the  superior  rent  of  a moderate  farm  over  one  of 
a great  extent.  The  private  interests  of  individuals  may 
safely  be  trusted  with  all  such  arrangements,  as  much 
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more  likely  to  produce  a result  nationally  beneficial,  than 
an^  of  the  laws  which  have  been  stupidly  and  absurdly 
called  for.  ' 

Farmers. — The  Norfolk  farmers  are  famous  for  their 
great  improvements,  the  excellency  of  their  management, 
aud  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  they  live  and  receive 
their  friends,  and  all  strangers  that  visit  the  county.  I 
have  on  various  occasions  found  how  well  they  merit  their 
reputation. 

in  respedt  to  their  husbandry,  the  farming  mind  in  this 
county  has  undergone  two  pretty  considerable  revolutions. 
For  30  years,  from  1730  to  1760,  the  great  improve- 
ments in  the  north  western  part  of  the  county  took  place, 
and  which  rendered  the  county  in  general  famous.  For  the 
next  30  vears,  to  about  1 790, 1 think  they  nearly  stood  still ; 
they  reposed  upon  their  laurels.  About  that  period  a second  re- 
volution was  working:  they  seemed  then  to  awaken  to  new 
ideas:  an  experimental  spirit  began  to  spread,  much  owing, 
it  is  said,  to  the  introdudfion  of  drilling;  and  as  so  new  a 
pradlice  set  men  to  thinking,  it  is  not  unlikely : nothing 
can  !«  done  till  men  think,  and  they  certainly  had  not 
thought  for  30  years  preceding.  About  that  time  also, 
Mr.  Coke  (who  has  done  more  for  the  husbandry  of  this 
county  than  any -man  since  the  turnip  LordTovvxsHEND, 
or  any  other  man  in  any  other  county),  began  his  sheep- 
shearing meetings.  These  causes  combined  (for  what  I 
know,  the  fprmer  sprung  partly  from  the  latter)  to  raise  a 
spirit  which  has  not  subsided.  The  scarcities,  and  con- 
sequent high  prices,  brought  immense  sums  into  the 
county,  and  enabled  the  farmers  to  exert  themselves  with 
uncommon  vigour.  Experiments  in  drilling  shewed  that 
farmers  might  step  out  of  the  common  road,  without  any 
danger  of  a gaol.  South  Down  sheep  came  in  about  the 
same  time.  Folding  was  by  many  gradually  given  up. 

These 
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These  new  pradfices  operated  upon  the  fanning  mind* 
ideas  took  a larger  range ; a disposition  was  established, 
that  would  not  readily  reject  a proposal  merely  because  it 
was  new — the  sleep  of  so  many  countries.  Every  thing 
is  to  he  ex  peeled  from  this  spirit.  Irrigation  is  gaining 
ground,  in  spite  of  the  dreams  that  have  been  ventured 
against  it.  And  if  the  men  who  occupy,  or  rather  dis- 
grace so  large  a part  of  the  light  sand  district,  by  steadily 
adhering  to  those  good  old  maxims  which  have  preserved 
it  so  long  in  a desart  state,  shall  once  imbibe  a portion  of 
this  ardour,  we  shall  see  new  plants  introduced,  and  new 
practices  pursued,  to  carry  the  county  in  general  to  the 
perfedlion  of  which  its  husbandry  is  capable. 

Those  who  have  visited  Holkham  as  farmers,  will  not 
accuse  me  of  flattery,  if  I assert  of  Mr.  Coke,  that  he  is 
fairest  where  many  are  fair.  To  name  particulars,  would 
be  to  detail  the  whole  farm. 

Mr.  PtJRDts,  of  Eggmore,  is  in  the  first  class  of 
excellent  cultivators:  his  farm  has  many  unequivocal  signs 
of  spirited  exertion : 300  acres  of  tares ; 3000  South 
Down  sheep ; and  a watered  meadow,  are  objedls  that 
speak  for  themselves. 

The  late  Mr.  Mallet,  of  Dunton,  having,  on  com- 
ing to  his  farm  of  2500  acres,  nothing  more  than  the 
stock,  valued  at  7000I.  in  ihiny-four  years  acquired  a 
fortune  of  70,0001. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  is  one  of  the  most 
spirited  improvers  in  the  county  : he  hired  800  acres,  in  a 
state  not  far  removed  from  a%  waste ; and  by  ditching, 
draining,  marling,  and  good  husbandry  of  various  kinds, 
has  brought  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  produ&ive  farms  in 
Norfolk. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Munnings,  near  Dereham,  invented 
a method  of  preserving  turnips,  which  he  described  in  a 
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late  publication  of  merit.  He  drills  successfully,  and  has 
various  and  useful  implements. 

Mrs.  Collison,  of  Dercham,  has  made  considerable 
improvements  at  East  Biiney  ; drills  successfully,  and  has 
built  a capital  barn,  See. 

Mr.  Moneyhill  keeps  a farm  of  near  ijco  acres, 
with  a degree  of  neatness  and  attention  which  classes  him 
among  the  first  farmers  of  the  county:  the  whole  drilled. 
Fine  Soutli  Down  Sheep. 

The  Rev.  Dixon  Hoste  drills  upon  a vfcry  stiff  and 
difficult  soil,  with  success.  Drains  effectually. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kempston,  has  the  best  threshing- 
mill  I have  seen  in  the  county ; Leicester  sheep ; and  is 
a very  good  and  attentive  farmer. 

Mr.  Farrow,  at  Shipdam,  350  acres  at  Sayham ; 
200  new  enclosure ; very  great  and  expensive  new  brick 
barn  and  a threshing-mill.  Stanton  of  Weybread’s  drill : 
much  drilling,  and  great  crops. 

Mr.  Robinson,  of  Walton,  has  ereCied  new  cottages, 
with  improved  and  economical  circumstances  in  building : 
South  Down  sheep. 

Mr.  Heath,  of  Hingham,  after  breaking  up  grass- 
land, has  great  crops. 

Mr.  Fowel,  of  Snettefton,  drills  his  whole  farm: 
lucerne  ; soiling.  An  excellent  farmer. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Priest,  at  Seaming,  drills  all  his  arable 
latid  with  barrow-drills,  and  horse-hoes  the  whole;  three 
rows,  at  nine  inches,  on  three-feet  ridges:  fine  crops. 
Various  implements  ; and.a  beautiful  little  flock  of  South 
Downs. 

Mr.  Dra^e,  of  Billingford,  paling  and  burning ; 
drilling  and  dibbling. 

Mr.  Havers,  of  Thelton,  Devon  cattle  ; piggery  ; 
beans ; oxen. 

NORFOLK.]  B Mr. 
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Mr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  dulling  ; beans. 

Mr.  KkRRICH,  of  Harleston,  manuring  for  beans. 

Mr.  Mildred,  at  Earshatn,  beautiful  farm. 

Mr.  Burton,  at  Langley,  general  information;  ex- 
tensive knowledge,  and  excellent  management : enclosures. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  manuring;  tillage; 
building. 

Mr.  Everit,  at  Caistor,  fine  land,  and  good  ma- 
nagement. 

Mr.  Ferrier,  at  Hernsby,  fine  land,  and  great  crops. 

Mr.  Brown,  at  Thrigby,  clay;  marie;  yard-dung; 
pease. 

Mr.  Sykle,  of  South  Walsham,  intelligent;  course; 
drilling ; oil-cake  feeding. 

Mr.  Francis, at  Martham,  tillage ; dibbling  ; manures ; 
ploughs  ; produdhs. 

Mr.  Hornard,  of  Ludham,  double  ploughs;  teaching 
wheat  ; manuring. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Catfiekl,  tea  thing  wheat;  potatoes; 
mixing  dung ; marie. 

Mr.  Wiseman,  of  Happsborough,  beans;  pease  for 
pigs ; white  clover. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  ploughing  in  buck-wheat  ; 
marie. 

Mr-  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  feeding  and 
mowing  clover  ; dibbling  ; marie. 

Mr.  Petre,  of  Wcstwick,  South  Down  sheep;  beau- 
tiful improvements. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,.  tillage  ; ploughing  in  green 
crops ; good  management. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  of  Coltishal,  improvement  of  mea- 
dows ; manuring  ; drilling. 

Mr.  Repton,  of  Oxnead,  courses. of  crops ; produdls  ; 
drilling  ; steaming  roots ; Leicester  sheep. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Reeves*  of  Heverland,  Norwich  muck;  im- 
provement of  wastes;  drilling;  threshing-mill;  South 
Down  sheep. 

Mr.  Bircham,  of  Hackford,  excellent  management 
in  the  old  school. 

Colonel  Buller,  of  Haydon,  steam-engine;  drilled 
barley ; enclosing. 

Mr. Johnson,  of  Thurning,  draining ; improvement  of 
meadows ; drilling ; tillage ; South  Down  sheep. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  drilling;  South  Downs. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  irrigation ; draining;  drill- 
ing ; Leicester  sheep. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  drilling  ;'  South  Down 
sheep;  sainfoin  ; white Iharle. 

Mr.  Dursgate,  of  Summerfield,  drilling  ; course  of 
crops ; manuring ; South  Down  sheep. 

Mr.  Rishton,  of  Thornhara,  drilling  ; South  Down 
sheep;  sea- weed. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  drilling ; improve- 
ments ; threshing-mill. 

Mr.  Goddison  (for  Lord  Cholmondeley),  ma- 
nuring for  wheat ; marling. 

Captain  Beacher,  drilling ; Wiltshire  sheep. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Riseing,  South  Down  Sheep;  drilling; 
marling ; manuring ; threshing-mill. 

Mr.  Bentinck,  a noble  embankment. 

Mr.  Saffory,  of  Downham,  fen-management. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  drilling;  beans;  ma- 
nuring ; course ; Leicester  sheep. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Totterhill,  drilling. 

Mr.  Rogerson,  of  Narborough,  drilling;  manuring. 

Mr.  Burroughs,  ofWymondham.good  management. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  drilling;  lucerne;  chaff- 
cutting. 

Mr.  Twist,  ofBretenham,  drilling;  Norfolk  sheep. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Galway,  of  TofFts,  irrigation. 

Mr.  Be  van,  of  Riddlesworth,  considerable  efforts  in 
irrigation;  marling;  and  various  improvements;  South 
Down  sheep,  Sec. 


SECT.  II. — RENT. 

The  circumstance  which  makes  the  rent  of  a county 
an  obje£t  of  any  interest  in  an  Agricultural  Report,  is  its 
being  a confirmation  of  the  descriptions  which  are  given 
of  soils ; the  terms  used  in  defining  land,  rich,  poor,  mixed, 
strong,  light,  &c.  must  in  many  cases  be  vague;  but 
•when  sand  is  noted  at  2s.  6d.  an  acre,  or  rich  or  strong  at 
aos.  to  30s.  the  reader  has  more  explicit  information. 
When  a man  is  told  that  sand  produces  six  or  seven  quar- 
ters  an  acre  of  beans,  the  fa&  does  not  convey  any  know- 
ledge ; but  if  it  be  added,  that  the  rent  is  30s.  an  acre,  it 
becomes  easy  to  guess  what  the  soil  is.  The  minutes, 
however,  of  rent,  are  not  numerous : on  many  occa- 
sions it  is  an  inquiry  prudently  shunned,  and  on  some, 
it  is  not  an  objedt  of  consequence. 

Hundred  of  Shropham. — Two-thirds  of  Shropham  hun- 
dred, containing  20  parishes,  are  sand,  at  5s.  an  acre. 
The  other  third  better  land,  at  12s.;  average  of  the 
whole,  7 s.  4d. 

Around  Attleborough,  20s.  to  35s.  Besthorpe,  23s. 

Shropham,  20s.  but  high  let. 

IVayland. — About  W atton,  small  enclosures,  up  to  40s. 
and  50s.  an  acre : all  the  country  round,  that  is  not  light, 
20s. 

Gilcross. — Snare-hill,  June  20,  1734.  Valuation  of 
stock  : 1 3 neat  beasts,  3 cart  mares,  8 acres  of  grass,  and 
all  the  other  grass,  and  all  the  corn  of  the  farm,  toil.  4s. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WARD. 

In 
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In  1802,  this  estate  sold  for  15,000!.  Memorandum 
with  which  I was  favoured  by  Mr.  Salter,  of  Winbo* 
rough. 

Grimshoe  and  South  Greenhoe. — Thetford  to  SwafFham, 
7s.  6d.  Some  3s.  6d.  and  5s.  Warrens,  5s.  Lands  that 
have  been  clayed,  7s. ; if  not  clayed,  5s. 

Laandich. — One  of  the  most  extraordinary  instances  of 
advance,  is  that  of  the  farm  at  Roughnm.  Within  the 
memory  of  many  persons,  it  has  been  advanced  from 
500I.  a year  to  2500I. 

Diss. — The  whole  of  this  hundred  is  good  land,  and 
much  of  it  strong.  At  Thelton,  in  general,  about  20s. ; 
some  higher.  Rents  in  this  hundred  not  raised  more  than 
15  per  cent,  of  late  years. 

Earsham  and  Depivade.—Tht  former  of  these  20s.  and 
not  dear  at  that  rent.  Depwade  equally  good  ; but  being 
further  from  navigation,  is  in  reality  worth  2s.  or  2s.  6d. 
an  acre  less  on  that  account.  Rents  have  not  been  raised 
more  than  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  of  late  years. 

Clavering. — The  whole  consists  of  rich  land,  rented  at 
20s.  and  cheap.  Gillingham,  18s. ; Sto£lo»,  20s.;  Al- 
derby,  20s. ; Whitacre  better  still, 

Hensted  and  Loddon. — Both  good,  and  lot  at  near  20s. 
All  the  country  for  many  miles  around  Langley,  raised 
one-third  in  25  years ; and  a great  deal  doubled.  In  that 
parish,  600  acres  newly  enclosed,  at  12s.  The  river  Yare 
bounds  both  these  hundreds  to  the  north;  on  its  bank  a 
line  of  marshes.  At  Wightlingham  those  are  neglefled, 
and  do  not  ler  for  more  than  203.  an  acre.  At  Surling- 
hatn  and  Rockland  they  are  boggy,  and  let  at  about  8s. ; 
but  to  Rudham-ferry  at  20is. ; thence,  to  Yarmouth,  23s. 
and  to  30s. 

forehoe,  Humhleyard  and  Mi  ford, — These  are  in  the 
d 3 district 
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district  of  various  loams,  and  let  on  an  average  at  from 
15s.  to  20s.  an  acre. 

For  five  miles  around  Wymondham,  five  years  ago,  the 
rents  were  not  more  than  20s. ; now  from  18s.  to  25s. 

From  Attleborough  to  Hinghnm,  20s.  to  35s.  an  acre. 
Two  miles  around  Hingham,  18s.  to  20s.  Three  miles 
around,  15s  or  16s.;  hut,  if  clayed  and  drained,  20s.  to  25s. 

East  and  West  Fleg  — These  hundreds  are  famous  for 
their  excellent  soil  ; and  let  on  an  average  from  25s.  to 
27s.  an  acre ; some  up  to  42s. ; at  which  rate  Mrs. 
Mapes,  of  Rollcsby,  has  let  some. 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ff.rrier,  they  have  doubled  in 
20  years.  • 

Happing. — Great  trails  let  at  from  25s.  to  30s.;  and 
the  whole  at  above  20s.  on  an  average.  The  northern 
part  of  the  hundred  contains  some  of  the  finest  soil  in  the 
county.  But  there  is  in  other  parts  of  it  much  low  land, 
fen  and  commons  enclosed,  and  some  let  in  1802,  for  the 
first  time;  the  worst  worth  12s.  an  acre,  the  better  sort, 
20s.  The  Bishop  of  Norwich  has  let  some  as  high  as  26s. 

Happsborough,  Walcot,  and  Badlon,  I have  heard  in 
conversations,  valued  too  high  to  note  : much  lets  at  30s., 
and  well  worth  that  rent. . Sandy  loam  on  a claycv-loam 
bottom  ; but  sound. 

'Tunsted. — About  North  Walsham,  raised  one-third  in 
20  years.  Wcstwick  and  its  vicinity,  20s.  to  25s. ; but 
there  is  some  much  poorer.  Scotto,  20s.  to  25s. ; some 
at  15s.  The  best  soil  in  the  hundred  is  in  the  maritime 
part. 

North  and  South  Erpingham. — Much  of  North  Erping- 
harn  is  in  the  better  sand  distridh  In  the  southern  part  of 
it,  much  at  20s.  In  South  Erpingham  great  trails  very 
rich,  and  as  high  in  rent.  Around  Coltishal,  16s. 

Tavcrham 


Digitized  by  Google 


RENT.'  39 

Ttrvtrham — Consists  of  various  soils,  anti  varies  much 
in  rent : some  up  to  20s.  ; and  some  as  low  as  5s. 

Horsted,  Belough  and  YVroxham,  10s.  Raised  one- 
fourth,  and  some  one-third,  through  most  of  this  hundred 
in  20  years. 

lilowjicld  and  fValsham. — These  hundreds  are  in  the 
rich  distridi  of  East  Norfolk,  and  are  in  general  let  (with 
local  exceptions)  from  20s.  to  25s.  an  acre. 

Eynsford. — The  whole  of  this  hundred  is  included  in  tiie 
distridi  of  various  loams. 

For  some  miles  around  Reepham,  Hackford,  &cc.  resits 
203.;  they  have  been  raised  one-fourth  in  20  years. 

Much  grazing  land  at  Gestwick  lets  at  30J.  to  36s. ; 
some  at  20s. 

Holt,  North  Grecnhoe , Gal  low,  Broihercross , Smtethdcn, 
Freeh  ridge. — These  hundreds  arc  in  the  distridi  of  good 
sand,  except  only  the  marshland  part  of  Freebridge. 

From  Holt  to  Burnham,  10s.  to  20s.  an  acre. 

Thirty-five  years  ago,  1 registered  the  rent  from  Hoik-’ 
ham  westward  to  Snettisham,and  southward  to  Swaffharn, 
at  2s.  6d.  to  6s.  per  acre ; some  farms  then  newly  let,  at  10s, 

Chosely,  10s.  to  17s.  tithe  and  rate  free.  Thornham,  21s. 
Some  from  Thornham  to  Snettisham,  8s.  10s.  12s.;  much 
at  the  latter  place,  20s.  Five  miles  round  Houghton, 
8s.  to  15s.  Hillingdon,  &c.  8s.  to  16s. ; average  10s. 
The  rich  level  of  marshes  to  the  south  of  Lvnn,  and  east 
of  the  Ouse,  2 guineas  an  acre  ; the  acre  something  more 
than  three  roods. 

The  new  intakes  from  the  sea,  in  Marshland,  by  Go- 
vernor Bentinck,  2I.  2s.  to  2!.  12s.  6d.  an  acre.  The  old 
lands  30s.  Marshland  in  general,  28s.  the  statdte  acre ; 
but  much,  near  30s.  the  short  acre.  It  let  120  years  ago 
at  t5s. 

Clackdose^—K  considerable  part  of  this  hundred  is  fen  ; 

D 4 much 
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much  of  it  poor  sand ; but  the  rest  is  good,  and  lets  at  17s. ; 
some  at  20s. 

East  of  the  Quze,  at  Downham,  Stow,  \V  imsbotsham, 
Crumplesham,  Bexwell,  Ruston,  &Cc.  18s.  Rise  in  seven 
years,  one-fourth. 

Recapitulation. — The  light  sand  district,  as  marked  on 
tire  Map,  I conceive,  lets,  on  an  average,  at  6s.  an  acre. 

The  various  loams  at  16s. 

The  better  sand,  12s. 

The  rich  loam,  26s. 

The  Marshland  clay,  28s. 


SECT.  III. — TITHES. 

So  much  has  been  written  on  the  great  national  ques- 
tion of  tithes,  and  their  commutation,  that  any  general 
observations  are  unnecessary.  All  that  can  with  propriety 
be  inserted  here,  are  the  notes  taken  of  the  compositions 
per  acre. 

At  Harleston,  5s.  an  acre.  In  the  hundreds  of  Loddon 
and  Clavering,  5s. ; some  6s. ; and  even  7s.  an  acre. 
Average  of  Fleg  hundreds,  6s.  marsh  excluded.  At  Horns- 
by, taken  in  kind.  Martham,8cc.  7s.  Happing  hundred,  4s, 
to  6s.  In  Ludham,  great  tithe,  4s.  6d.;  small,  is.  6d.  At 
Catfield,  6s.  At  Sutton,  5s.  Some  parishes  more,  few  less. 
At  Honing,  great,  4s.  6d. ; small,  is.  6d.  About  North 
Walsham,  4s.  to  6s.  East  Ruston  and  Happsborough,  7s. 
Around  Wcstwick,  5s.  At  Oxnead,  4s.  Heveringland 
free.  At  Causton,  arable,  4s. ; ordinary  meadows  and 
pastures,  is.  6d.  At  Reepham,  great  and  small,  4s.  At 
f hurning,  3s.  At  Bfiston,  sold  by  auction  j and  the 

buyer 
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buyer  gather*.  At  Dawling,  3s.  Binham,  See.  3s.  to 
4s.  an  acre.  Snettisliam,  and  the  parishes  around,  ave- 
rage 4s.  an  acre.  Houghton,  &c.  4s.  Gathered  at  Hilling- 
don : 2s.  6d.  to  5s.  the  common  payment  in  the  vicinity. 
At  Snetterton,  and  the  neighboaring  parishes  in  general, 
about  3s.  to  4s.  an  acre.  At  Attleborough  all  gathered; 
and  they  gave  this  as  a reason  for  not  enclosing  their  im- 
mense commons.  At  Hingham,  4s.  an  acre.  At  Wat- 
•ton  taken  in  kind.  At  Carbrook  5s.  an  acre.  At  Gurs- 
ston  5s.  and  is.  6d.  the  vicarial. 

Waterden  something  under  3s.  per  acre,  grass  included: 
in  some  parishes,  3s.  6d. 

In  the  parishes  around  East  Bilnev,  3s.  and  3s.  3d.  an 
acre,  on  an  average.  At  Good  wick.  See.  3s.  and  3s.  6d. 
Borne  so  high  as  6s.  said  to  be  known  near  Holt. 

At  Tcrrington  43.  6d.  At  Walpole  6s.  arable  ; is.  6d. 
grass.  Parishes  around  Downham  3s.  AtWymondhanj 
4s.  6d.  Carleton  4s.  Bunwell  4s. 

North  Walsham,  1782*  regional  2s  9d.  and  vicarial  is. 
an  acre,  all  round.  North  and  South  Reps  about  3s.  an 
acre  for  both.  1770,  at  Run&on,  2od.  an  acre  round. 

General  Average  of  37  minutes,  4s.  9d.  per  acre, 


SECT.  IV. — POOR  RATES. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  returns  similar  to  those  made 
pursuant  to  an  adl  passed  in  the  16th  year  of  His  present 
Majesty,  have  not  been  lately  called  for  by  Parliament. 
If  the  amount  of  the  rates  throughout  the  kingdom,  during 
the  late  scarcity,  were  known,  the  necessity  of  some  new 
system  of  provision  for  the  poor  would  appear  in  a light 
so  important,  that  measures  would  probably  be  had  re- 
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course  to,  for  preventing  in  future  a return  of  similar 
burthens : not  by  way  of  lessening  the  comforts  of  the 
poor,  but  for  increasing  them  ; the  grand  objection  to  the 
present  support  being  its  insufficiency  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  is  given : the  burden  lias  been  enor- 
mous, and  the  poor  not  provided  for,  by  means  which 
would  produce  in  them  industry  and  economy. 

Snetierton  in  general  3s.  in  the  pound.  In  Harfham, 
Wilby,  Lading,  and  Eccles,  in  about  the  same  proportion. 
The  scarcity  was  met  by  different  exertions.  At  Attlebo- 
rough 3s.  4d.  for  all  parochial.  At  Hingham,  in  an  incor- 
porated hundred,  8s.  to  10s. ; once  in  the  scarcity  14s.  in  the 
pound.  At  Watton  5s.  6d.  land  at  rack-rent  ; houses  at 
3*4ths.  In  North  Barsham,  4s.  in  the  pound. 

At  Goodwick,  in  1802,  2s.  in  the  pound.  At  Rcp- 
ham  5s.  in  the  pound,  rated  at  20s.  an  acre ; some  at  15s. 
or  1 6s. 

The  hundreds  of  Loddon  and  Clavering  are  incorpo- 
rated ; their  house  of  industry  at  Heckingham,  which  has 
answered  greatly.  Five  years  ago,  Mr.  Burton,  of 
Langley,  paid  1 61.  a year:  the  scarcity  doubled,  and  even 
trebled  it ; hut  now  it  is  reduced  to  24I.  and  will  come 
down  again  to  1 61. 

AtFoncet  and  Tackleston,  rates  were  14s.  in  the  pound, 
and  now  ate  9s.  to  10s.  Edgefield  24s.  in  the  pound,  for 
two  years  running  , now  1 6s.  and  the  land  not  worth  20s. 
an  acre. 

The  Fleg  hundreds  incorporated:  rates  no  where  high : 
about  3s.  in  the  pound.  Martham,  &cc.  2s.  to  3s.  an  acre. 

Happing  and  Tunsted  hundreds  incorporated  ; 41  pa- 
rishes: income  above  4000!.  a year;  rales  in  the  scarcity 
rose,  but  they  are  now  down  again  to  2s.  in  the  pound  ; 
but  not  at  full  rent ; about  2s.  an  acre  : in  winter  between 
3 and  400  in  the  house  ; in  summer  between  2 and  300, 

At 
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At  North  Walsham,  not  included  in  the  incorporated 
hundred,  4s.  in  the  pound  ; Westvvick  is.  At  Scotto,  last 
year,  1 6s.  in  the  pound,  rack-rent:  now  10s.  Coltishal 
is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Hevingham — 

Easter  to  Michaelmas  1 
To  Easter  1796 

The  year 

To  Michaelmas  1796 
To  Easter  1797 


To  Michaelmas  1797 
To  Easter  1798 


To  Michaelmas  1798 
To  Easter  1799 


To  Michaelmas  1799 
To  Easter  1800 


*9  3 

° 9 o 
066 
• 076 

076 

110  6 


1205!. 

And 


Acres 

Rent 

Tithe 


- 1504 


994] 
211  J 


faster  1800  to  July  1800 
to  OdE  1800 
to  Jan.  1801 
to  Easter  1801 


s. 

a. 

6 

6 

•» 

/ 

6 

14 

0 

IO 

0 

6 

6 

16 

6 

4 

9 

5 

6 

10 

3 

4 

9 

5 

6 

10 

3 

5 

9 

*3 

6 
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And  this  enormous  rate  on  a new  assessment,  including 


tithe : the  addition  in  the  whole  350I. 

I. 

t. 

i. 

To  July  1801 

0 

6 

9 

To  Odl.  1801 

0 

6 

9 

To  Jan.  1802 

0 

3 

6 

To  April  1802 

0 

3 

9 

0 

9 

April  1802,  Rental  assessed  - 

1307 

9 

6 

Disbursed 

1360 

9 

8 

The  common  enclosed  was  1000  acres 

; it  fed  the 

cows 

of  the  poor,  but  they  were  greatly  distressed  to  get  winter 
food. 

Total  population  - * 598 

Dedutff,  not  belonging  to  the  parish,  83 

5r5 

Disbursements  1360I.  or  52s.  a head. 

Buxton  rates  45s.  in  the  pound,  at  2-3ds  rent. 
Masham,  one  quarter  - - 0126 

another  - - 090 

half  year  - - £.  1 1 6 


A new  valuation,  including  tithe. 

Before  the  scarcities,  the  rates  atCauston  were  4s.  or  55. 
in  the  pound.  In  the  scarcity,  ns.  or  12s.  From  Lady- 
day  to  Midsummer  1802,  is.  6d.  at  rack-rent. 

At  Reepham  and  Hnckford,  5s.  an  acre.  At  Thurning 
3s.  6d.  At  Holt  10s.  in  the  pound.  At  Burnham  West- 
gate,  from  1790  to  1800,  as.  6d.  to  3s.  in  the  pound  for 
the  year.  In  1801  they  were  8s. ; and  this  year  (1802) 

they 
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they  will  not  be  lower  than  5s.  At  Thornham — Easter 
1797  to  Easter  1798,  6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  ou  half  rent. 

To  Easter  1799,  4s.  6d. 

To  Easter  1800,  10s.  od. 

To  Easter  1801,  17  s.  6d. 

To  Easter  1802,  17  s.  6d. 

Rental  1265I. 

At  Holm,  last  year  (1801),  9s.  6d„  in  the  pound:  this 
year  5s.  6d. 

Rates,  exclusive  of  scarcity,  at  Sncttisham,  &c.  4s.  in 
the  pound,  rack-rent.  In  the  scarcity,  some  were  js. 

In  the  parishes  around  Houghton,  2s.  6d.  in  the 
pound,  on  the  average.  At  Hillingdon,  2s.  in  the 

pound  on  real  rent.  At  Castle  Riseing  is.  6d.  to  2s.  in  the 
pound  ; they  were  higher.  At  Lynn,  thev  are  now  10s.  in 
the  pound,  and  were  lately  12s.  and  laid  on  stock  ; they 
would  he  near  20s.  if  on  rent  only : in  the  scarcity  were 
l6s.  besides  great  subscriptions.  A gentleman  in  this 
town  has  paid  2I.  12s.  in  a year  for  poor-rates,  and  now 
(inhabiting  the  same  house)  iool.  At  Terrington,  in 
Marshland,  2$.  in  the  pound : were  in  the  scarcity  5s.  to 
6s.  At  Walpole,  poor  2s.  church  6d.  surveyor  is.  in 
the  pound.  Dyke  reeve  6d.  Land-tax  is.  4d.  per  acre. 

Parishes  around  Downham  5s.  in  the  pound.  Besthorpe, 


last  year,  10s.  in  the  pound,  rack-rent: 
Carleton  8s.  last  year. 

now 

5s- 

to  6s. 

RECAPITULATION. 

t. 

S. 

i. 

Snetterton,  in  the  pound 

0 

3 

0 

Harfham  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Wilby  - 

O 

3 

0 

Larling  - - - - 

0 

3 

0 

"Carry  forward, 

0 

12 

0 

Ecctes 
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Brought  forward, 

L 

O 

r. 

12 

i. 

O 

Ecclcs  - 

o 

3 

O 

Attleborough  - 

o 

3 

4 

Hingham  - - - 

o 

9 

O 

Watton  - - - 

o 

5 

6 

N.  Barsham 

o 

4 

0 

Goodwick  - 

o 

2 

0 

Keephara 

0 

s 

0 

Foncet  - 

o 

9 

& 

Tackleston  - 

o 

9 

6 

Edgfield 

o 

16 

0 

Fleg  Hundred 

o 

3 

0 

Martham 

o 

2 

6 

Happing  - 

0 

2 

0 

Tunsted 

o 

■a 

0 

N.  Walsham 

o 

4 

0 

Westwick  - 

o 

i 

0 

Scotto 

o 

IO 

0 

Coltishal  - 

o 

i 

6 

Hevingham 

1 

o 

9 

Causton  - 

o 

5 

0 

Hackford 

o 

5 

0 

Thurning  - 

o 

5 

6 

Holt 

o 

IO 

0 

Burnham  Westgate 

0 

1 

5 

0 

Thornham 

o 

6 

Holm  , 

o 

5 

6 

Snettisham 

o 

4 

0 

Houghton  - 

0 

2 

6 

Hillingdon 

o 

2 

0 

Castle  Riseing 

o 

I 

9 

Lynn 

o 

10 

0 

Carry  forward, 

9 

19 

4 

Territigton 
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Brought  forward. 

1. 

9 

I. 

19 

d. 

4 

Terrington  - 

0 

2 

0 

Walpole  - 

0 

2 

0 

Round  Downham 

0 

5 

0 

Besthorpe  ... 

0 

5 

6 

Garleton 

0 

8 

0 

£■ 

I I 

1 

10 

Average  of  40  minutes,  5s.  6J.  in  the  pound. 


SECT.  V. LEASES. 

The  great  improvements  which  for  70  years  past  have 
rendered  Norfolk  famous  for  its  husbandry,  were  effedfed  , 
by  means  of  21  years  leases;  a circumstance  which  very 
fortunately  took  place  on  the  first  attempt  to  break  up  the 
heaths  and  warrens  in  the  north-west  part  of  the  county. 
These  leases  established  themselves  generally  ; and  were, 
more  than  any  other  cause,  powerfully  operative  in  work- 
ing those  great  ameliorations  of  wastes  which  converted 
that  part  of  the  county  into  a garden; 

To  explain  generally  the  necessity  of  long  leases,  would 
at  this  time  of  day  be  an  idle  disquisition.  I never  heard 
any  arguments  against  them  which  carried  the  least 
weight.  Exceptions  may,  and  will  occur  : in  lands  which 
are  immediately  around  the  mansion,  it  may  be  prudent 
to  grant  short  tenures ; and  when  a landlord  is  willing  to 
take  upon  himself  all  those  expenses  which  a tenant  sub- 
mits to  merely  because  he  has  a term  of  2 1 years,  it  is 
obvious  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a long  lease  ; but,  in 
general,  it  may  be  held  for  sound  dodfrine  in  Norfolk, 
that  an  estate  can  neither  be  improved,  nor  even  held  to 
its  former  state  of  improvement,  without  long  leases. 

Sorrv 
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Sorry  I am  to  perceive,  that  contrary  ideas  seem  to  be 
gaining  ground  in  this  countv  ; that  some  landlords  will 
give  no  leases,  and  others  only  for  7 or  9 years.  That 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  will  suffer  in  proportion  as 
these  ideas  prevail,  I have  not  a doubt ; and  it  is  a very 
fortunate  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Coke,  the  possessor  of 
the  largest  estate  in  it,  adheres  steadily  to  those  principles 
which  improved  his  noble  property,  never  giving  a 
shorter  term  than  2 1 years. 

The  views  of  landlords  who  adf  otherwise  may  easily 
be  conceived  ; they  have  a quicker  return  of  those  oppor- 
tunities for  advancing  their  rents  than  occur  with  longer 
terms;  and  the  late  scarcities,  among  their  other  evils, 
have  added  much  to  this.  The  tenants’  profits  (supposed 
to  be  greater  than  in  fadl  they  were),  glittered  in  the 
eyes  of  landlords,  who  were  apt  to  think  they  had  not  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  produdl.  But  if  such  temporary 
fluctuations  are  to  have  weight  in  regulating  the  rent  of 
land,  the  medium  short  of  a corn  rent  will  be  difficult  to 
find  ; and  no  lease?  at  all  are  likely  to  be  the  consequence : 
what  such  maxims  would  produce  in  Norfolk,  are  easily 
conceived. 

But  m the  main  objedi  of  raising  rents,  confining  my- 
self |o  the  county  i treat  of,  1 have  great  doubts  whether 
an  estate,  in  43  years,  will  not  be  let  for  much  more 
after  two  leases,  than  after  six.  Every  sort  of  improve- 
ment, and  what  is  of  as  much  consequence,  the  common 
course  of  the  husbandry,  in  points  which  no  covenants 
can  touch,  will  tend  to  improve  the  land  in  one  case ; 
while,  in  the  other,  the  tenant  will  look  to  the  duration 
of  his  term  before  he  spends  a shilling,  or  gives  an  order 
for  a cart  or  a plough  to  move.  The  silent  operation  of 
such  a constantly  influencing  motive,  will  gradually  affedt 
the  farm  in  a manner  that  must  be  severely  felt ; and  is  a 

perfedt 
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perfeft  contrast  to  the  spirit  of  animated  exertion  which 
pervades  every  part  of  the  farmer’s  business,  when  he 
looks  forward  to  a long  period  for  his  remuneration. 
The  particular  notes  I made  on  the  subjcd  are  few,  but 
merit  insertion. 

There  are  more  seven  years  leases  about  Holt  than  of 
any  other  term. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  gives  leases  of  to  or 
15  years,  of  lands  in  the  five-shift  husbandry  ; that  is,  for 
two  or  three  courses ; and  for  12  years,  in  the  four  or 
six-shift  course. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  occupies  two  farms,  one  (Waterden) 
under  Mr.  Coke,  on  a 21  years  lease,  and  another  (Bar- 
sham)  from  a relation,  on  a 7 years  tenure ; the  former 
land  a lightish  sand  or  gravel  ; sandy  and  gravelly  light 
loams:  the  latter,  a deep  rich  friable  sandy  loam,  on 
marie,  very  fine  land,  and  far  superior  to  the  Waterden 
soil ; but  he  has  upon  it  crops  at  least  equal  to  the  soil ; 
fine  corn,  that  is  in  its  appearance  to  his  credit  as  a farmer. 
I was  much  surprized  to  find  the  crops  on  the  Barsham 
land  very  inferior  ; by  no  means  equal  to  the  soil : some 
very  good  barley  ; but  some  inferior,  and  no  wheat  com- 
parable to  the  crops  at  Waterden.  In  such  cases,  I'always 
expert  to  find  some  cross-cropping  has  been  tampered 
with  ; and  it  turned  out  just  so — wheat  after  barley;  barley 
after  wheat,  &c.  The  circumstance  is  applicable  not  so 
much  to  the  subject  of  courses  of  crops  as  to  leases : if  de- 
serves the  attention  of  landlords;  for  they  never  refuse  21 
years  leases  without  their  farms  suffering.  It  is  true,  the 
farmers  suffer  also,  and  nine  times  in  ten  lose  by  their 
calculation. 


Norfolk.]  i 
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The  New  Covenants  in  Letting  the  Farms  of  T.  W.  Coke, 
Esq.  M.  P. 

Supposing  a farm  to  contain  540  acres  arable  land : 

Shall,  and  will  at  all  times,  keep  and  leave  ninety  acres, 
part  of  the  arable  land,  laid  to  grass  of  one  or  more  years 
laying.  Also  ninety  acres  grass  of  two  or  more  years 
laying — each  to  be  laid  down  with  a crop  of  com,  after 
turnips,  and  to  continue  laid  two  years  at  least ; the  time 
of  laying  to  be  computed  from  the  harvest  next  after  sow- 
ing the  said  seeds ; and  upon  breaking  up  the  same*,  after 
January  isf,  1804,  may  he  permitted  to  sow  forty-five 
acres  (part  thereof  annually)  with  pease,  or  tares,  for  seed, 
to  be  twice  well  hoed : other  part  thereof  with  tares,  for 
green  food,  buck-wheat,  or  any  leguminous  or  other 
vegetable  plant,  for  ploughing  in  as  manure,  or  summer- 
tilling  any  portion  of  the  remainder. 

Shall  not  sow  any  of  the  lands  with  two  successive 
crops  of  corn,  grain,  pulse,  rape,  or  turnips,  for  seed, 
(except  the  above-mentioned  pea  and  tare  stubble),  with- 
out the  leave  or  consent  of  the  said  , his  heirs,  or 

assigns,  being  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing. 

Lands  for  turnips,  four  clean  earths  at  least. 

The  turnips  covenanted  to  be  left  in  five  last  year,  ninety 
acres  to  be  mucked,  so  far  as  the  same  will  extend,  and 
to  be  paid  for  by  valuation ; at  the  same  time  a due  regard 
to  be  had  to  the  cleanness  of  the  land  upon  which  they 
grow. 

Sheep,  cattle,  and  all  other  live  stock,  to  be  lodged 


* The  Land  intended  to  he  town  with  peate  should  not  be  till  4i  years  after 
the  commencement  of  leaae,  upon  auppoiition  that  new  tenant  may  not  be  s* 
situated  u to  have  the  turn i pa  (covenanted  to  be  left  by  old  lcaie)  completely 
clean. 
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upon  some  part  of  the  premises,  when  consuming  the 
produce  of  the  farm. 

Straw,  chaff,  and  colder,  to  be  left  without  allowance. 
Incoming  tenant  to  carry  out  the  crop  of  corn,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  distance  of  ten  miles,  gratis. 

Rent  payable  forty  days  before  St.  Michaelmas  (when- 
ever a threshing  machine  is,  or  shall  be  erected),  if  de- 
manded, by  notice  in  writing  being  left  at  the  farm-house 
to  that  purpose. 


* * 
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IMPLEMENTS. 

FOR  more  than  half  a century,  the  implements  of 
Norfolk  remained  without  alteration  or  addition  ; but  of 
late  years  many  and  great  improvements  have  been  intro- 
duced. 

PLOUGHS. 

The  common  Norfolk  wheel-plough  varies  from  other 
wheel-ploughs  in  three  circumstances;  i.  By  the  high 
pitch  of  the  beam.  2.  By  the  wheels  being,  when  in 
work,  brought  so  near  to  the  point  of  the  share.  3.  By 
the  general  lightness  of  the  tool,  when  compared  with 
some  others. 

The  Hertfordshire  plough  has  a very  long  beam,  with 
a low  pitch,  a circumstance  thought  in  that  county  to  be 
essential  to  steadiness  of  draught ; and  when  Mr.  Arbutm- 
rot  made  a wheel-plough  for  gaining  18  inches  depth 
for  the  culture  of  madder,  he  adopted  a long  beam,  as  es- 
sential to  a great  power. 

Whether  the  second  circumstance  in  the  Norfolk  plough, 
that  of  the  points  in  the  periphery  of  the  wheels  which  touch 
the  ground,  being  so  near  to  the  share  point,  is  really  a 
benefit,  remains  a question,  and  greatly  merits  experiment 
to  ascertain. 

The  general  lightness  of  the  plough  is  probably  a merit, 
when  the  work  is  easy  ; but  when  we  find  it  not  an  un- 
common pra&ice  to  load  the  body  of  the  tool  with  a great 
t • v.  - -1  stone. 
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stone,  to  keep  it  steady,  doubts  will  suggest  themselves, 
that  the  mathematical  construction  is  eironeous. 

But  let  me  recur  to  the  notes. 

I found  wheel-ploughs  common  through  Earsham, 
Loddon  and  Clavering  hundreds,  but  a sprinkling  of  short 
swing  ones,  such  as  are  in  general  use,  about  Thetford, 
Brandon,  See. 

In  discourse  with  Messrs.  Thurtell  and  Evertt, 
near  Yarmouth,  they  both  insisted  on  the  propriety  of 
having  the  share  point  and  the  wheels  as  near  together  as 
possible,  as  the  ease  of  draught  depended  much  upon  it;  but 
admitted  that  a greater  distance  would  make  the  plough 
go  steadier,  in  case  of  difficulties. 

Examining  the  ploughs  of  Mr.  Francis,  atMarthami 
from  perceiving  the  beams  not  mounted  so  high  as  in  com- 
mon, he  remarked,  that  the  wheelwright  made  his  upon 
his  own  plan : he  has  ploughed  much  with  his  own  hands, 
and  knows  that  when  they  are  very  high,  the  plough  is 
apt  not  to  cut  a flat  furrow,  nor  to  go  close  at  heel,  he 
therefore  lowers  the  beam,  and  the  share  is  two  feet  from 
the  points  where  the  wheels  touch  the  earth  ; and  the 
beam-ring  being  in  the  centre  hole,  the  plough  will  then 
go  alone  without  holding. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  has  his  beams  lower  than 
common,  and  rather  further  from  the  share  point  to  the 
wheel  points  of  contact  with  the  ground ; nor  does  he  find 
that  his  ploughs  are  at  alt  less  easy  in  the  draft. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  thinks  that  the  nearer  the 
share  is  to  the  draft,  the  easier  for  the  horses  ; the  reason 
for  mounting  the  beam. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Wighton,  is  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
that  the  points  of  wheels  and  share  being  near,  does  not 
make  the  plough  go  unsteady.  When  he  wants  to  whelm 
a layer  well,  he  uses  ploughs  with  the  plat  father  longer, 
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and  the  beam  a little  longer,  as  well  as  the  share  point  a 
little  farther  from  the  wheels. 

Mr.  Hill  remarks,  that  there  are  three  sorts  of  plough- 
wheels  used  in  West  Norfolk;  first,  all  of  cast-iron ; se- 
cond, wooden  boxes,  spokes,  and  fellies  shod  with 
iron ; third,  wooden  boxes  and  spokes,  with  rims  of  ham- 
mered iron.  The  first  are  good  and  safe  while  at  work, 
but  very  apt  to  break  as  they  move  through  stony  lanes  ; 
the  third  are  light,  and  do  well  in  dry  weather ; but  the 
second  are  the  most  durable  ; he  tiiinks  they  last  out  ten 
sets  of  the  cast-iron,  and  two  sets  of  the  iron-rims.  He 
uses  the  cast  shares  of  Messrs.  Gurney  and  Co. ; No.  6 
of  these  he  much  approves.  Cast-iron  wheels  are  ios.  6d. 
a pair ; wooden  ones  30s. 

They  do  not  use  wheels  of  unequal  height  in  Norfolk, 
common  in  Hertfordshire,  &c.  because  in  one-furrow 
work  (a  species  of  half-ploughing),  the  wheels  would  be 
reversed,  the  high  one  run  on  the  land,  and  the  low  one 
in  the  furrow,  as  the  plough  turns  the  contrary  way. 

The  line  of  tradion,  from  the  tuck  of  the  collar  to  the 
heel  of  the  plough,  passes  through  the  axletree. 

The  ploughs  are  a foot  wide  at  the  heel. 

In  the  south-west  angle  of  the  county,  and  from  Wy- 
mondham,  swing-ploughs  only  are  used.  On  different 
farms  I followed  several  of  them,  most  of  which  were  ill 
construded ; they  ride  on  the  nose,  to  use  the  farming  term, 
not  going  close  at  heel,  a defed  arising  from  the  shortness 
of  the  beam. 

It  would  be  improper  to  omit  noticing  the  high  opinion 
which  the  great  agriculturist,  Mr.  Coke,  has  of  the 
Norfolk  wheel-plough ; which  goes  so  far  as  to  induce 
him  to  be  always  ready  to  bet  it  against  any  other,  on  any 
soil ; and  he  has  in  several  trials  been  successful.  But  for 
want  of  minutes  being  kept  of  such  trials,  and,  above  all, 
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tar  want  of  the  force  exerted  being  accurately  ascertained, 
these  experiments  have  not  been  attended  with  the  con* 
vidlion  which  might  have  been  the  consequence. 

From  the  preceding  minutes  it  appears,  that  some 
doubts  have  actually  been  entertained,  by  very  able  and 
pra&ical  farmers,  on  the  usual  strudhire  of  this  plough ; 
and  Mr.  Reeve,  varying  the  form  in  the  length  of  beam 
and  the  mould-board,  when  he  wants  to  whelm  the  fur- 
row well  {that  is,  turn  it  completely  over),  -confirms  the 
propriety  of  our  considering  the  stru&ure  or  -this  plough 
.as  «ot  well  ascertained. 

In  addition  to  this  observation  L have  to  remark,  that  in 
passing  through  almost  every  pait  of  the  county,  I never 
Omitted  any  opportunity  of  following  ploughs  at  work, 
and  noticing  their  steadiness  and  other  circumstances  ; and 
I remarked  two  very  -deficient  points — tlrcy  -do  not  gate- 
rally  go  close  at  heel  ; and  when  I desired  the  men  to 
quit  their  hold,  and  let  the  (dough  go  alone,  not  one  in 
twenty  would  do  if,  even  for  a single  rod  ; now,  a wheel* 
plough  must  be  badly  constructed  that  will  not  stand  this 
trial,  which,  for  a short  distance,  is  perhaps  the  best 
criterion  of  a swing-plough. 

I have  an  high  opinion  pf  the  Norfolk  plough,  when 
well  constructed,  and  offer  these  remarks  merely  to  intti- 
gate  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  who  take  any  pleasure 
in  rural  mechanics,  to  ascertain  these  circumstances  by 
experiments  which  are  not  difficult  to  make,  and  would 
tend  powerfully  to  give  the  wheelwrights  and  blacksmiths 
more  certain  rules  to  work  by,  than  they  possess  at  pre- 
Gent.  - 


HARROWS. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  thinks  that  it  iscommoo 
to  put  too  many  teeth  in  harrows ; he  chuses  to  have  his 
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harrows  snatch  in  moving ; and  always  trots  the  horse* 
•when  finishing  turnips. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  of  Waterden,  has  improved  the  light 
harrows  of  the  country,  by  making  them  three  four- 
baulked  (or  rows  of  teetlt),  instead  of  two  six-baulked  ; 
the  division  tits  them  better  to  the  lands.  The  teeth  all 
round,  as  he  thinks  that  square  teeth  gather  more  as  they 
move,  and  impede  the  work.  He  inclines  the  posiiion  of 
the  teeth  to  the  iron  hooks,  by  which  the  whippie-trees 
»re  fastened. 


ROLLER. 

Mr.  Priest,  at  Besthorpe,  uses  a roller  divided  in  two 
parts,  rising  and  falling  in  the  centre,  for  rolling  the 
slopes  of  ridges,  I have  seen  the  same  useful  tool  at  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hill’s,  in  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Coke  has  the  most  powerful  roller  for  grass-lands 
I have  seen  : it  was  cast  at  the  Carron  foundery  ; it  is  5 
feet  6 inches  high,  and  5 feet  6 inches  long;  weighs  3^ 
tons,  drawn  by  4 horses,  and  cost  60I.  It  leaves  the  sur- 
face of  grass-land  in  the  order  it  ought  always  to  be  in. 

WAGGONS. 

Mr.  Denton,  of  Brandon,  has  found  a considerable 
saving  by  the  use  of  light  caravan  waggons  for  two  horses 
abreast,  with  which  he  carries  a chaldron  and  half  of  coals, 
and  other  loads  proportioned.  Every  man  who  reduce* 
the  teams  of  any  country,  will  be  sure  to  do  this  till  he 
arrives  at  perfection  in  a one-horse  carriage. 

Very  few  waggons  are  used  in  Fleg,  except  for  road- 
iKOlfk  ; chiefly  W*#,  and  wizzqrJr. 

% * f ' . * * *•  » • • 

..  CARTS. 
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CARTS. 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  made  an  improvement 
in  his  carts,  of  beautiful  simplicity:  instead  of  the  toe- 
stick,  as  in  the  common,  drawing  out  to  let  the  buck  tilt 
up,  and  deliver  the  load,  it  turns  in  the  centre  on  a pivot, 
and  the  hooks  which  confine  it  at  the  ends,  being  each  in 
a position  the  reverse  of  the  other, 


Mnhfli  Wnlliwllw"  ' 1 •/  / jij ■:  ' • - 


H i 

the  least  motion  laterally,  frees  it,  and  permits  the  buck 
to  rise. 

A thought  of  no  small  value  also,  is  that  of  chaining  the 
tail-board  to  the  cart.  It  is  not  uncommon  elsewhere  to 
see  the  carter,  in  unloading,  leave  his  board,  and  have  to 
go  many  steps  for  it;  not  to  mention  carelessness  in  mis- 
laying, and  time  lost  in  searching. 

Yarmouth,  from  the  singular  arrangement  of  the  streets, 
•will  not  admit  common  carriages  for  the  domestic  purposes 
of  the  town.  It  consists  of  two  large  streets,  but  all  the 
cross-ones  (called  rows)  are  so  narrow,  that  a cart  more  than 
3 feet  or  3I  broad,  cannot  enter  them.  Necessity,  there- 
fore, has  happily  driven  the  inhabitants  to  the  best  of  all 
vehicles  fir  carriage,  those  of  a single  horse  or  ass;  they 
are  not  well  constructed,  as  too  great  a weight  rests  on 
the  back  of  the  animal,  from  the  load  being  all  before  the 
axletree:  however,  the  loads  they  carry  are  considerable; 
seven  coombs  of  wheat  are  a common  load  ; a hogshead  of 
sugar  the  same ; one  man  and  cart  have  moved  ten  score 
of  corn  in  a day. 


DRILL 
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DRILL  ROLLER. 

I have  at  different  periods  made  many  inquiries  for  the 
inventor  of  this  tool,  but  could  not  ascertain  it  thirteen 
years  ago.  Mr.  Stllis,  of  Hartford  Bridge,  near  Nor- 
wich, was  mentioned  to  me  as  a person  who  had  im- 
proved it.  It  is  a cylinder  of  iron,  about  seven  feet  long, 
around  which  are  cutting  wheels  of  cast-iron,  that  turn, 
each  independently  of  the  others,  around  the  common 
cylinder,  weighing  from  a ton  to  ij,  drawn  by  four 
horses,  and  heavy  work.  The  cutting  wheels,  being 
moveable,  may  be  fixed  by  washers,  at  any  distance, 
commonly  at  four  inches.  By  passing  over  a fresh- 
ploughed  layer,  the  soil  is  cut  into  little  channels,  four 
inches  asunder  ; the  seed  is  then  sown  broad-cast,  and  the 
land  bush-harrowed  in  the  diredlionof  the  drills;  thus  the 
seed  is  deposited  at  an  equal  depth.  George  Earl  of 
Orford  gave  the  Writer  of  this  Report  one,  but  the 
soil  was  too  heavy  for  it:  for  breaking  clods  in  a dry  sea- 
son, no  tool  I ever  beheld  comes  near  to  it. 

They  are  much  in  use  in  Loddon  hundred.  Mr. 
Burton,  of  Langley,  put  in  a great  deal  of  corn  thus, 
and  approves  the  method  so  much,  that  hitherto  he  has 
drilled  little;  but  thinks  dibbling  a vast  improvement. 

The  implement  was  more  commonly  used  in  the 
county  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  than  it  is  at  present,  for 
the  drill  machine  has  been  adopted  by  many  who  formerly 
had  a good  opinion  of  this  tool. 

DRILL  MACHINE. 

Mr.  Cooke’s  drill  is  very  generally  used  in  Norfolk, 
and  I found  it  every  where  highly  approved. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Farrow,  of  Shipdam,  uses  the  drill  of  Mr, 
Stanton,  of  Weybread,  the  shares  of  which  swing 
separately  ; but  on  his  land  it  executes  very  badly ; 
chokes  at  inches,  and  the  delivery  very  unequal. 

Mr.  Reeves,  ofHeverland,  has  a drill  machine  made 
by  Mr.  Ashby,  of  Blyborough,  in  Suffolk,  which  exe- 
cutes to  his  satisfaction  : he  has  had  it  three  years;  price 

51-  5s- 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Munnings,  at  Gorget,  near  Dere- 
ham, uses  only  the  barrow-drill,  which  he  had  originally 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lindsey,  of  Lincolnshire,  at  pre- 
sent Lord  Bishop  of  Killalloe.  He  finds  it  excellent 
for  all  purposes,  and  especially  adapted  for  little  farmers, 
who  are  weak  in  horses.  He  has  himself  only  48  acres 
of  arable  land,  and  14  of  grass;  by  means  of  it,  on  this 
poor  land,  he  gets  5 comb  of  wheat,  7 of  barley,  and  £ 
of  pease  ; and  once  had  1 2. 

FIXED  HARROW. 

This  implement,  newly  invented  by  Mr.  Cooke,  for 
attaching  to  his  drill  machine,  has  been  used  this  year 
(1802)  by  Mr.  Reeves,  of  Wighton,  who  thinks  it  the 
best  tool  he  ever  saw  of  the  kind. 


HORSE-HOES,  kc. 

The  following  tools,  invented  or  improved  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Priest,  of  Seaming,  merit  the  attention  of  the 
reader. 

No.  I. 


Is  an  attempt  to  delineate  the  Barrow  I used  to  drop 
my  wheat.  [See  Plate  III.] 

^ ^ ^ the  two  handles  are  4 feet  long. 


MN 


D E,  one 
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D E,  one  of  the  feet  13  inches. 

The  diameter  of  the  wheel,  viz.  S T,  22  inches. 
The  dimensions  of  each  hopper  : 


L P "I  ia  indies  of  which,  x y,  makes  4 inches  ; 
or  ? and  the  length  of  the  hairs  of  the  brush  is  one 
iwl  inch. 


hinge  at  Z,  so  that  the  hairs  of  the  brush  may  ad  by 
pressing  against  a cylinder  at  the  bottom  of  the  hopper, 
and  suffer  more  or  less  seed  to  drop  from  it,  according  as 
it  is  pressed  against  the  cylinder  by  the  screw  ab.  This 
screw  is  3 inches  long,  fastened  to  the  brush  x v,  and  by 
ading  through  a female  screw  e f,  fixed  at  the  end  of  the 
handle  AB,  viz.  at  c,  presses  the  brush  against  the  cylin- 


The  cylinder  x is  in  length  two  inches ; its  diameter 
2 i inches.  It  has  twelve  cups  indented  in  its  surface; 
each  cup  \ of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  cylinder  is  fixed 
upon  the  axis  of  the  wheel,  and  revolves  with  it  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hopper,  so  as  to  carry  the  wheat  out  of  it 
by  the  cups  on  its  surface. 

The  hopper  is  supported  upon  the  handle  A B,  at  PO, 
and  by  the  stay  F G. 


Is  an  attempt  to  delineate  my  Double  Barrozv — [See 
Plate  IV.]  It  is  only  the  Barrow  No.  I,  with  two 
wheels  instead  of  one  ; the  two  wheels  and  the  axle-tree 


18 1 inches. 


X Y,  is  the  form  of  the  brush,  made  moveable  upon  a 


der. 


No.  II. 
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arc  united  like  the  wheels  of  what  are  called  Yarmouth 
carts. 

a b c are  different  views  of  the  springs  A B,  against 
which  the  lids  of  the  hoppers  fall,  and  are  fastened ; a 
is  a side  view,  b the  back,  and  c a front  view.  This 
barrow,  and  No.  I.  I formed  myself  from  a single  barrow, 
which  I saw  when  I accompanied  my  friend  Munnings 
into  Lincolnshire,  to  visit  the  Rev.  and  Hon.  Mr.  Lind- 
sey. 

Note. — The  flat  piece  of  iron  k 1,  lies  parallel,  and  the 
plates  d g,  f h,  perpendicular,  to  the  horizon. 

No.  III. 

My  Scufflir  [See  Plate  V.  Fig.  i.]  is  an  instrument 
formed  from  a double-breasted  foot-plough  : thus — I took 
off  the  breasts  of  the  plough,  and  had  a share  larger  and 
flatter  than  the  original  share  made.  I then  fastened,  at  the 
end  of  the  beam  of  the  plough,  a cross  beam  of  wood,  3 
feet  long,  4 inches  broad,  4 inches  thick,  and  at  the 
distance  of  12  £ inches  each  way  from  the  centre  of  this 
cross-beam,  inserted  two  coulters,  each  12  inches  long,  3 
inches  broad,  and  £ of  an  inch  thick  on  the  back,  but  re- 
duced to  3-8ths  in  front;  and  into  these  coulters,  at  the 
bottom,  I rivetted  two  shares,  of  nearly  the  same  size  as  the 
first  share,  which  was  9 inches  broad,  but  these  two  only 
8 inches.  The  cross-beam  1 strengthened  by  two  iron 
reins,  or  bars,  fixed  to  the  cross-beam,  and  also  to  the 
beam  of  the  plough,  thus: 


c c d,  a part 
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c d,  a part  of  the  beam  of  the  plough, 
a b,  the  cross-beam. 


eg 
f h 

m k 
n 1 


The  coulters  which  are  fixed  into  the 
cross-beam,  do  not  stand  perpendicularly, 
but  inclining,  as  die  coulter  at  the  head  of 
the  plough,  thus  they  are  fixed  into  the 
cross-beam  by  a screw,  a b,  and  a nut,  c d. 

The  advantage  of  this  scuffler  above  any  that  1 have 
seen  is,  that  it  is  used  with  two  horses  only.  It  does  the 
work  of  more  than  two  ploughs,  as  the  three  shares  cut 
nearly  the  width  of  30  inches,  whereas  two  ploughs  would 
cut  only  24  inches.  My  farm  consists  of  heavy  land,  as 
well  as  land  of  a mixed  soil. 


No.  IV. 

Next  I am  to  describe  my  Hoe-Plough,  which  I formed 
purposely  to  scarify  and  hoe  wheat  on  four-furrow  work. 
At  the  time  when  I visited  Mr.  Lindsey,  1 saw  a 
double  mould -board  foot-plough,  which  he  sent  to  Mr. 
Munnings,  and  from  it  I had  one  made  like  it.  Upon 
the  beam  of  this  hoe-plough  I have  fixed  two  scarifiers  (or 
hoes,  as  I want  them),  [See  Plate  V.  Fig.  2.] 

A B represents  a part  of  the  back  of  the  beam  of  the 
plough  ; A the  head,  and  B the  tail. — c e is  a small  iron 
bolt,  with  a nut  and  screw  at  one  end,  fixed  into  a cap 
upon  the  beam,  to  be  taken  out  at  pleasure.  At  each  end 
of  this  bolt  is  fixed  a chain,  c d,  e f,  each  two  feet  long, 
and  hooked  to  plates  of  iron,  d g,  f h.  These  plates,  d g, 
fh,  are  flat,  and  8 inches  long,  2f  inches  broad,  and 
moveable  upon  staples  fastened  into  the  beam : upon  the 

ends 
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ends  of  these  flat  plates  of  iron  are  fixed  two  pieces  of 
wood,  do,  f p,  parallelopipeds,  2 feet  3 incises  long,  2 - 
inches  broad,  and  2 £ thick  ; moveable  at  d and  f by  hooks 
(upon  the  wood  of  the  same  breadth  as  the  iron  plates), 
and  eyes  (upon  the  iron  plates).  The  points  q and  V 
mark  the  distances  to  which  the  expanding  mould-boards 
are  opened,  viz.  alxmt  to  inches  from  one  to  the  other. 

At  m and  n,  distances  beyond  the  points  q and  r,  are  cut 
grooves  through  the  wooden  parallelopipeds,  for  the  scari- 
fiers and  hoes  to  be  fixed  in. 

k 1,  is  a flat  piece  of  iron,  3 feet  long,  and  2 inches 
broad,  \ an  inch  thick,  passing  through  grooves  in  each 
parallelopipcd,  and  in  the  grooves  through  which  it  passes 
are  screws  to  fasten  it.  This  iron  does  not  communicate 
with  the  beam  of  the  plough.  At  s and  r,  points  on  each 
side  the  beam,  are  hung  weights,  such  as  ma <j  be  necessary 
to  make  the  scarifiers  or  hoes  do  their  work  properly. 

I do  not  describe  my  scarifiers  and  hoes,  because  they 
are  nearly  the  same  as  are  used  upon  all  instruments  of 
this  kind. 


RAKE. 

The  hand-wheel  rake  of  Fleg  is  an  excellent  implement 
for  both  hay  and  corn  : it  is  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
common  hav-rake  ; about  four  feet  long  in  the  rake,  and 
the  two  wheels  of  nine  inches  diameter,  so  fixed  that  the 
teeth  are  kept  in  any  position,  at  the  will  of  the  holder. 

THRESHING  MILL. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Kempston,  was  so  obliging  as  to 
order  horses  into  his  mill,  that  1 might  view  it.  To  me 
it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  best  I have  seen  ; if  not  the 
very  best  of  the  larger  machines.  The  movements  are 

uncom- 
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uncommonly  smooth.  It  requires  from  six  to  eight  horses, 
six  men,  and  one  woman  ; threshes,  without  any  ques- 
tion, much  cleaner  than  the  flail,  and,  without  any 
doubt,  cheaper.  To  bring  it  to  its  present  pcrfedlion 
cost  Mr.  Johnson  much  time,  attention,  and  expense  ; 
but  as  he  was  determined  to  carry  his  point,  he  never 
stopped  till  it  worked  to  his  mind  ; and  having  completed 
it,  the  repairs  have  been  quite  trifling.  He  attributes  the 
common  complaints  of  their  being  always  out  of  order, 
to  original  errors  or  inattention  in  the  construction.  The 
arrangement  is  excellent,  for  disposing  of  the  chaff,  colder, 
straw,  and  corn,  at  once,  in  their  respective  places,  with- 
out any  confusion  or  removals ; and  it  takes  up  a very 
small  part  of  a barn.  It  was  built  by  Mr.  Wigful,  of 
Lynn. 

Mr.  Drozier’s,  of  Rudham  ; built  by  Messrs.  Wig- 
iul,  1799: 

Machine  - - - - ' - £.  70 

Blacksmith  7 . , . 2< 

J.  including  repairs  - 

Carpenter  i 25 

Workmen’s  wages  and  board,  25  weeks,  4 men  105 

Timber  and  deals  - - - - . 40 

£■  a6s 

Including  a granary  over  the  wheel,  of  26  feet  by  24. 

The  threshing-mill,  with  dressing  addition,  would 
have  cost  about  120I. 

A repair  now  in  hand  will  cost  10I.  at  least. 


EXPENSE  OF  THRESHING. 


Four  strong  horses,  at  5s. 
One  boy  to  drive 


£■  s.  d. 


Carry  forward  - - £.  1 1 o 

Three 
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£■  *•  <*■ 
Brought  forward  - 1 1 O 

Three  women,  ,to  hand  and  untie 

Sheaves  - - - - 020 

One  man  with  ditto  - - 016 

One  man  to  feed  the  machine  -x  O 2 O 

One  man  clears  the  machine,  and 

throws  the  foul  corn  to  the  riddle  020 

One  man  to  Carry  away  straw  - 016 

o 9 O 

Repairs  and  oil,  calculated  at  jo  per 
cent,  on  120I.  12I. 

At  60  days  work  - - - - - 040 

£■  * H o 

The  mill  will  thresh  40  comb  of  wheat  in  eight  hours, 

5a  comb  of  barley,  60  of  oats  and  pease,  and  threshes 
pease  better  than  any  thing.  The  same  men,  while  the 
horses  bait,  dress  the  corn  with  the  winnowing  ma- 
chine. 

40  comb  of  wheat,  34s.  at  iod.  a comb. 

50  comb  of  barley,  34s.  at  8d. 

60  comb  of  oats  and  pease,  34s.  at  6Jd. 

He  is  confident  that  the  machine  threshes  much  cleaner 
than  any  flails.  Every  man  that  has  examined  the  straw,  » 
admits  this  without  a shadow  of  doubt ; and  bafley  equal- 
ly with  any  other  sort.  One  objection  however,  is, 
breaking  the  straw  for  thatching ; but  this  is  none  for 
cattle.  It  makes  the  chaff  good  ; but  leaves  no  corn  in  the 
colder — not  a grain.  He  has  not  tried  threshing  with 
the  mill  any  straw  from  flails  ; but  that  there  is  a saving, 
he  has  ;no  doubt. 

Common  .threshing  was  never  less  than  is.  per  comb  ; 
may  be  reckoned  for  wheat,  on  an  average  is.  3J.  for  this 
-Norfolk.]  f neigh- 
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neighbourhood ; for  barley,  6d.  the  general  price,  but  yd. 
the  average  now  ; oats  and  pease,  6d.  On  an  emergency, 
there  is  a power  of  getting  corn  out  much  quicker  than 
without  a machine. 

Mr.  Whiting,  of  Fring,  has  a large  threshing-mill, 
built  by  an  engineer  from  Scotland,  Mr.  Fordyce.  It 
cost  him  200I. ; is  worked  by  6 horses ; threshes  24  comb 
of  wheat  in  the  day,  55  of  barley,  and  from  63  to  84  of 
pats.  It  has  five  beaters  on  the  drum-wheel,  and  the  fluted 
segment  of  a cylinder  which  covers  the  drum  in  two  parts* 
with  an  unfluted  plate  between  them,  which  is  raised  or  sunk 
by  a short  lever ; this  as  a guard  against  stones  getting  in. 
In  another  circumstance  also  it  is  singular  ; there  is  a long 
platform,  with  a rolling  cloth  bottom  ; the  whole  raised 
or  sunk  at  pleasure,  for  delivering  the  corn,  across  the 
floor  space  of  the  barn,  from  the  goff  in  which  the  com 
is  stacked,  to  the  other  end  in  which  the  mill  is  built ; 
which  saves  much  labour,  and  works  to  his  satisfaction. 

EXPENSE  or  THRESHING.  £.  S.  d. 

Four  men ; one  to  feed,  one  to  hand  the  corn, 

two  at  the  straw,  and  one  to  drive  - O 7 o 
One  boy  at  the  straw  - - - - o o 10 

One  woman  - 008 

Six  horses  - - • - - - 0120 

106 

Repairs  have  been  considerable,  but  10  per  cent, 
a large  estimate,  or  20I.:  if  it  works  80 

days,  this  is  - - - -050 

£■  * 5 6 

This  may  be  called  is.  a comb  for  wheat,  5$d.  for 
barley,  and  4d.  for  pease  and  oats.  As  to  its  performance, 

• • Mr. 
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Mr.  WhitIng  is  well  satisfied  with  it;  no  flails  in  com- 
mon management  equal  it  for  cleanness,  and  with  bar- 
ley as  well  as  all  other  sorts  of  corn. 

The  horse-wheel  is  upon  a different  construction  from 
the  common  ones,  working  by  a cogged-wheel  of  small 
diameter  below,  instead  of  above  the  horses;  and  the 
communicating  spindle  under  their  path ; but  Mr. 
Whiting  says  it  is  hard  work. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Snettisham,  has  a very  capital 
mill,  which  cost  300I.  It  is  worked  by  8 horses,  and 
threshes  in  a day  of  8 hours  120  comb  of  barley,  pease, 
or  oats,  and  80  of  wheat.  It  is  afterwards  dressed  in  the 
hand  machine. 

/ 

. EXPENSES.  £.  s.  d. 

T wo  men  to  feed,  alternately  - - - 040 

One  at  the  chaff  - - - O 2 O 

One  at  the  straw  - - - 016 

Four  women  - - - -040 

Two  drivers  - - - 020 

O 13  6 

Eight  horses  - - - -140 

Repairs,  10  per  cent.  30I. : if  80  days  work,  it 

is,  per  diem,  - - - - o 7 'o 

£-2  4 6 

The  wheat  is  therefore  threshed  at  6d.  per  comb,  and 
the  other  sorts  of  corn  at  4|d.  As  to  clean  work,  it  does 
every  sort  of  com  far  cleaner  than  the  generality  of  task- 
ing, and  barley  equally  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  Coke,  of  Holkham,  has  a very  large  machine, 
which  cost  about  600I.  Besides  threshing,  it  grinds  corn, 
works  two  chaff-cutters,  and  breaks  oil-cake. 

ft  EXPENSES. 
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EXPENSES. 

T wo  men  to  feed  - 

Three  men  to  remove  straw 

One  sacking  the  corn 

Thice  to  hand  the  sheaves  - - 

Two  drivers  - 

One  looker-on,  to  oil,  and  see  all  in  order 
Eight  horses  - 

Interest  of  6ool.  at  10  per  cent.  80  days  - 


£•  * 
030 
046" 
016 
046 
023 
026 
140 
o 15  o 


£•  2 *7  3 


Its  work  has  not  been  tried  with  sufficient  accuracy 
with  any  thing  but  wheat,  of  which  it  threshes  64  combs 
a-day:  it  has  sacked  13  cotnbs  in  an  hour;  but  no  rule, 
as  it  was  a mere  exertion  : 64  combs,  at  52s.  3d.  is  9fd. 
per  comb.  The  common  price  is  is. ; here,  therefore,  is  a 
saving  ; no  flails  equal  it  for  cleanness  in  every  sort  of  corn; 
and  it  dresses  better  than  any  method  whatever  that  has 
been  yet  tried.  It  occupies  too  great  a space  in  one  of  the 
finest  barns  in  England  : it  prevents  the  stowing  of  near 
300  quarters  of  barley.  The  more  of  these  machines  I see> 
the  more  1 am  convinced  of  the  saving  that  would  at- 
tend the  moveable  stacks  I proposed  in  the  Annals. 

Mr.  Bevan,  of  Riddles  worth,  built  one  by  a person 
front  Leith,  in  Scotland  : it  cost  iool  The  following  is 
Air.  Day,  the  bailiff’s,  calculation  ot  its  work,  compared 
with  common  flails. 


T« 
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TO  THRESHING  BY  FIrAlLS. 


Forty  combs  barley,  at  jd.  come  to 
To  dressing  of  ditto 


Fifty  .combs  oats,  at  6d. 
Pressing  ditto,  at  is.  per  score 


Forty  combs  rye,  at  gd. 
Dressing  ditto,  at  is.  perscoFe 


Forty  combs  wheat,  at  is. 
Dressing  ditto 


THRESHING  BY  MILL. 
Forty  combs  barley  take  eight  horses,  at 
2s.  6d.  - ... 

Ten  men,  at  is.  6d.  each  - r 
To  dressing  ditto,  five  men  one  day 


Barley  costs  more  by  17s.  2d. 

Fifty  combs  oats  take  eight  horses,  at  2s.  6d. 
Ten  men,  at  is.  6d.  each 
To  dressing  ditto 


Oats  cost  more  by  15s. 

F 3 
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Forty  combs  rye  take  eight  horses,  at  2s.  6d.  r o o 
Ten  men,  at  is.  6d.  each  - - 0150 

Tofiveditto,  at  is.6d.  one  day  dressing  076 

£.226 

Rye  costs  more  by  10s.  6d. 

Forty  combs  wheat  take  eight  horses  -100 
Ten  men,  at  is.  6d.  each  - * 0150 

Five  ditto  to  dressing  - -076 

£.22$ 

Wheat  costs  more  by  6d. 

' The  flails  thresh  much  cleaner,  as  the  thatching  of  the 
stacks  proves  ; so  that  if  this  article  were  brought  to  ac- 
count, it  would  go  much  further  against  the  mill.  Nor  is 
here  any  thing  reckoned  for  repairs,  which  have  always 
amounted  to  from  61.  to  81.  a year:  to  which  add  5I.  inte- 
rest of  capital,  and  the  worthlessness  of  bad  threshing  mills 
V'ill  be  sufficiently  obvious. 

1802. — Mr.  Bevan  has  had  the  machine  eight  or  tea 
years;  and  thinks  the  material  object  is  the  power  of  get- 
ting out  a crop  to  sell  for  seed,  or  to  employ  the  men  and 
horses  in  a wet  day ; but  is  clear  that  if  he  had  it  not,  he 
would  not  build  one,  unless  he  was  certain  of  its  threshing 
barley  cleaner  than  his  does. 

Mr.  Farrow,  ejf  Shipdam,  has  built  one  of  these  mills 
on  his  new  farm  at  Sayhatn : Mr.  Wigful,  of  Lynn,  was 
the  engineer : it  is  worked  by  four,  five,  or  six  horses, 
requiring  also  three  then  and  three  women  and  a boy.  It 
threshes  with  that  strength  40  combs  of  pease  in  a day  ; 
40  of  oats ; 30  of  barley ; and  20  of  wheat ; but  the 
dressing  is  not  more  than  half  effected,  so  that  the  com- 
mon 
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mon  machine  is  necessary  to  finish  it,  by  which  a mail 
and  woman  will  dress  60  combs  a day.  It  threshes  all 
grain  very  clean ; barley  as  well  as  the  test;  and  in  a year 
and  quarter’s  nearly  constant  work,  has  not  demanded  any 
repairs.  Yet  upon  the  whole  Mr.  F.  is  not  well  satisfied 
■with  it.  On  examination,  I found  it  very  aukwardly 
placed:  the  delivery  of  the  corn  is  in  too  confined  a space, 
close  to  a wall,  so  that  men  must  attend  to  take  it  away ; 
the  straw  is  thrown  out  against  a door  into  a yard, 
when  it  cannot  all  be  wanted,  and  no  sufficient  receptacle 
for  the  chaff;  the  appearance  is  as  if  the  machine  was 
hooked  into  a building,  and  not  the  building  raised  for  the 
machine.  One  is  never  to  see  an  end  to  ill  adapted  farm 
building's. 

O 

Mr.  Goocri,  of  Quiddenham,  has  a threshing-mil! 
built  by  Bukrel,  ot  Thetford.  It  works  with  two 
horses ; and  threshes  all  sorts  of  grain  to  his  satijfad^ion, 
barley  included. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heverland,  has  a threshing-mill, 
which  is,  I think,  nearer  to  perfection  than  any  other  I 
have  seen:  it  is  made  by  Mr.  Assby,  of  Blybopough,  ih 
Suffolk  ; works  with  two  or  three  horses,  and  cost  100 
guineas.  I found  it  at  work,  threshing  oatSf  it  does  for 
barley,  as  well  as  for  any  other  grain,  threshing  32  combs 
in  a day,  of  hours ; more  of  oats;  40  of  pease,  and 
30  of  wheat:  its  day’s  work  of  wheat,  threshed  the  day 
before  I was  there,  was  31  combs,  standing  sacked  in  the 
barn.  It  varies  considerably  in  the  beating-drum  cylinder 
from  the  others  I have  seen,  it  being  of  a much  larger 
diameter,  and  has  n beaters.  Mr.  Reeves  is  perfetStly 
well  satisfied  with  it ; and  the  men  all  agreed  that  it  does 
the  work  much  better  than  the  flail.  It  has  had  no  repairs 
in  the  threshing  one  crop  ; nor  does  h«,  from  the  simpli- , 
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city  of  the  movements,  expc£t  that  it  will  be  in  that 
respeifl  the  least  expensive. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  has  a threshing-mill 
built  by  Mr.  Wigful,  of  Lynn  ; he  works  it  with  four, 
five;  or  six  horses,  three  men  and  three  women.  It 
threshes  32  combs  of  wheat,  64  of  barley,  or  80  of  pease, 
in  a day;  cost  200  guineas,  and  has  had  very  trifling  re- 
pairs in  three  years,  not  31  and  threshes  barley  as  clean 
as  any  other  grain.  I saw  it-  at  its  work,  and  clean  done. 

CHAFF-CUTTER. 

1 Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  has  so  high  an  opinion  of 
cutting  hay  into  chaff",  that  he  gives  his  horses  nothing 
else ; and  finds  that  a bushel  weighing  141b.  will  go  as 
far  as  3o!b.  given  in  the  common  way. 

Mr.  Kerrich,  of  Harleston,  has  attached  one  of 
Salmon’s  chaff-cutters,  which  cost  him  twenty-two 
guineas,  to  his  malt  mill ; and  as  he  had  to  fix  it  in  a 
chamber  near  to  the  stable,  for  the  chaif  to  fall  at  once 
into  the  chaff-room,  which  joins  it,  and  the  whole  build- 
ing detached  from  the  mill,  he  very  ingeniously  con- 
trived a communication  of  the  power,  under  the  pavement 
of  the  yard,  by  a universal  joint.  The  engine  cut?  40 
bushels  an  hour,  with  no  other  expense  than  feeding ; 
and  the  addition  of  labour  to  the  horse  so  small,  that  a 
man’s  force  wiil  take  the  whole  pressure  off.  He  finds 
the  saving,  by  giving  hay  in  chaffonly,  to  amount,  at  the 
lowest  computation,  to  one-fourth.  He  also  applies  the 
engine  to  cutting  green  rye,  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  hay,  which  makes  a most  fragrantly  sweet  food,  with 
attention  not  to  keep  it  after  cutting  more  than  six  or  seven 
hours.  T wo  acres  of  rye  thus  used  in  soiling,  last  twenty- 

horsey 
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Worses  three  weeks : succeeded  by  winter  tares,  and  these 
by  summer  tares. 

STEAM-ENGINE. 

Mr.  Gooch,  of  Quiddenham,  in  Norfolk,  having  z 
water-mill  which  was  sometimes  unemployed  for  want  of 
water,  eredled  a steam-engine  contiguous,  at  the  expense 
of  about  500I.  The  stove  which  heats  the  boiler,  is  so 
contrived  as  to  burn  coal  to  coke  for  his  malt-house.  One 
man  attends  both  the  engine  and  the  cinder  oven.  It  was, 
in  the  drought  of  1800,  of  singular  use  to  the  whole 
country,  for  wind  and  water  having  both  failed  in  a great 
measure,  corn  was  brought  from  ten  miles  distance,  to  he 
ground  by  this  engine  : he  has  two  pair  of  stones  to  the 
water- wheel,  and  two  pair  to  the  engine.  The  power, 
that  of  twelve  horses. 

The  first  steam-engine  eredted  in  Norfolk  for  merely 
agricultural  purposes,  and,  for  what  I know,  in  England, 
is  one  now  credting  at  Haydon,  by  Colonel  Buller. 
He  has  contradled  for  the  sum  of  600k  It  is  to  do  the 
work  of  ten  horses ; to  work  a threshing-mill  that  shall 
thresh  and  dress  six  lasts  a day  : it  is  to  grind  corn  also, 
and  cut  straw  ; to  grind  nine  bushels  of  wheat  w'ith  one 
bushel  of  good  Newcastle  coals,  ot  84U).  weight,  and  this 
with  all  the  other  works  going  on  at  the  same  time : the 
Colonel  to  find  timber.  Last  year  his  ha>and  straw  cut- 
ting cost  above  70I.  therefore  little  doubt  can  be  entertained 
of  the  plan  answering. 

Under  the  head  Implements,  I must  not  conclude  with- 
out mentioning  a person  of  most  extraordinary  mechanical 
talents.  Mr.  Jex,  a young  blacksmith  at  Billingford,  at  16 
years  of  age,  having  heard  that  there  was  such  a machine 
as  a way-measurer,  he  refledled  by  what  machinery 
the  result  could  be  produced,  and  set  to  work  to  con- 
trive 
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irive  one : the  whole  was  his  own  invention.  It  was 
done,  as  might  be  expected,  in  a round  about  way,  a 
motion  too  accelerated,  carre&ed  by  additional  wheels ; 
but  throughout  the  complexity  such  accurate  calculations 
were  the  basis  of  his  work,  that  when  finished  and  tried,, 
it  was  perfe£tly  corre£f  without  alteration.  His  inventive 
talents  are  unquestionable.  He  has  made  a machine  for 
cutting  watch  pinnons;  a depthening  tool ; a machine  for 
cutting  and  finishing  watch-wheel  teeth,  of  his  own  in- 
vention ; a clock  barrel  and  fuzee  engine,  made  without 
ever  seeing  any  thing  of  the  kind.  He  made  a clock  ; the 
teeth  of  the  wheels  cut  with  a hack  saw,  and  the  balance 
with  a half  round  file.  He  has  made  an  eledlrical  ma- 
chine, and  a powerful  horse-shoe  magnet. 

Upon  being  shewn  by  Mr.  Munnings  a common 
barrow-drill,  the  delivery  by  a notched  cylinder,  he  in- 
vented a;  d wrought  an  absolutely  new  delivery  ; a brass 
cylinder,  with  holes,  having  moveable  plugs  governed  by 
springs,  which  clear  the  holes  or  cups,  throwing  out  the 
seed  of  any  size  with  great  accuracy;  and  not  liking  the 
application  of  the  springs  on  the  outside  of  the  cylinder, 
reversed  the  whole;  and  in  a second,  now  making,  placed 
them  most  ingeniously  within  it.  He  has  not  yet  failed 
in  any  thing  he  has  undertaken  : he  makes  every  thing 
himself : he  models,  and  casts  them  in  iron  and  brass, 
having  a powerful  wind-furnace  of  his  own  invention.  It 
is  melancholy  to  see  such  a genius  employed  in  all  the 
work  of  a common  blacksmith.  However,  he  is  only  23 
vears  of  age,  and  lam  mistaken  greatly,  if  he  does  not  ere 
long  move  in  a much  higher  sphere.  This  is  not  a 
country  in  which  such  talents  can  long  be  buried : a mind 
so  occupied  has  had  no  time  for  vicious  habits  ; he  is  a 
very  sober  honest  young  man,  anil  bears  an  excellent 
character. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

ENCLOSING. 


THE  number  of  parliamentary  enclosures  that  have 
taken  place  of  late  years  in  Norfolk,  and  the  remarkable 
improvements  which  were  known  to  have  flowed  from 
them,  made  it  an  objefl  of  considerable  importance  to 
ascertain  the  result,  as  far  as  it  could  be  procured  by  visit- 
ing the  respective  places,  or  obtaining  information  from 
the  Commissioners,  or  other  persons  interested  in  the 
work  thus  effeCted.  With  this  view  I visited  many  of 
them,  and  gained  the  best  intelligence  to  be  procured 
concerning  the  rest.  The  following  alphabetical  table 
contains  the  result  of  these  inquiries,  with  such  additions, 
not  immediately  relative  to  enclosing,  as  circumstances 
induced  my  attending  to. 

acle,  1797. 

Quantity. — About  350  acres  of  common,  300  of  it  grass ; 
the  great  objedl  laying  lands  together:  no  half-year  land. 

Kent. — Now  20s.  and  upwards. 

Corn. — Increased, 

Sheep. — None  before,  nor  at  present : not  too  in  the 
parish. 

Cows. — The  same  ; but  few  ; they  might  keep  more : 
perhaps  more  bullocks. 

Course. — Now,  1.  Turnips;  2.  Barley?  3.  Seeds,  one 
year;  4.  Wheat;  5.  Barley  or  oats;  a middling  crop  of 

barley, 
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barley,  10  comb  an  acre;  whear,  average  9 comb ; oats 
20  comb  sometimes,  average  14  ; turnips,  all  for  bullocks, 
and  generally  in  stalls.  • 

Improvement. — The  chief  improvement  is  the  bringing 
marie  from  Thorpe,  near  Norwich,  by  water;  notwith- 
standing which  conveyance  it  costs  4s.  6d.  a cart-load,  and 
to  5s.  or  more  on  the  land : they  lay  on  8 or  9 loads  an  acre, 
■which  has  more  effedt  than  40  or  50  of  what  they  call 
clay,  though  that  has  a good  effervescence  with  acids. 
The  marie  works  sooner,  and  mixes  better.  The  marshes, 
sye  very  extensive,  and  have  for  centuries  yielded  much 
stuff,  as  rushes,  See.  for  making  dung,  and  thus  contri- 
buted to  the  great  fertility  of  much  of  this  country.  More 
than  8 or  9 loads  of  marie  is  prejudicial  for  a time ; a 
farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  tried  12  loads,  and  did  mis- 
chief at  first. 

POPULATION. 


1780.  — Males, 

Females, 

1781.  — Males, 

Females, 

1782.  — Males, 

Females, 

178  3— Males, 
Females, 

1784.  -—Males, 
Females, 


3 

5 

— 8 
7 
7 

—14 

10 

5 

— .»5 

7 

11 

—18 

5 

8 

— J3 


1785.  — Males,  9 

‘ Females,  6 

— 15 

1786.  — Males,  4 

Females,  3 

“ 7 

1787.  — Males,  8 

Females,  7 

— 15 

1788.  — Males,  12 

Females,  8 

— 20 

1789.  — Males,  5 

Females,  5 

— 10 


1 • 1 3 5 

Males  70 

Females,  65 

1790. 
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1790. — Males,  7 

1795. — Males,  4 

Females,  4 

Females,  2 

— 1 1 

— 6 

1791. — Males,  1 a 

1796. — Males,  8- 

Females,  9 

Females,  6 

— 21 

— 14 

1792. — Males,  13: 

1 797* — Maks,  (, 

Females,  12 

Females,  12 

— 26 

—18 

* 793* — Males,  2 

1798. — Males,  iz 

Females,  5 

Females,  12 

„ ~ 7 

—23 

1794. — Males,  3 

1799. — Males,  10 

Females,  13 

Females,  8 

— 16 

— 18 

160 

Males, 

76 

Females,  - 

- - 84 

BURIALS. 

1780.— Males,  9 

1785. — Males,  6 

Females,  so 

Females,  10 

—19 

— 16 

1781. — Males,  ' 4 

1786. — Males,  3 

Females,  9 

Females,  3 

— 13 

— 8 

1782. — Males,  6 

1787. — Males,  0 

Females,  9 

Females,  5 

—is 

— 5 

1 783. — Males,  5 

1788. — Males,  7 

Females,  5 

Females,  5 

— 10 

— 12 

1784. — Males,  8 

1789. — Males,  3 

Females,  7 

Females,  6 

—is 

— ir 

Males, 

124 

- SS 

Females,  - 

69 

1790. 
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1 790.  — Males,  6 

Females,  8 

— *4 

1791.  — Males,  6 

Females,  2 

— 8 

1792.  — Males,  8 

Females,  3 


1793. — Males, 
Females, 

*794.-— Males, 
Females, 


Males, 
Females,  - 


1795.  — Males, 

Females, 

1 796.  — Males, 

Females, 

1797. — -Males, 

Females, 

1798.  — Males, 

Females, 


H 

6 

— 1 1 

3 


5 

6 

— 11 

6 

4 


1 799. — Males, 
Females, 


56 

41 


First  period.  Baptisms,  - 135 

Burials,  - - - 124 

Increase,  - - - 11 

Second  period.  Baptisms,  - . - 160 

Burials,  97 

Increase,  - - - 63 


ASHILL. — ENCLOSED  1 785. 

Soil. — A very  good  mixt  soil ; scarcely  better  corn -land 
in  Norfolk. 

% 

s' 

Quantity. 
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Acre*.  Value. 

£hianlity. — Whole  year  land  - 893  jT.  610 

Half  year  ditto  - 819  468 

Land  in  dispute  - 329  190 

Commons  - 933  550 

2974  1818 

Roads  20 


2994 

Rent. — Quality  price  iSl.  iSs. 

Fifty-four  Proprietors. 

Course. — Now,  I.  Turnips;  2.  Barley;  3.  Clover, 
one  year  ; 4.  Wheat;  5.  Sometimes  Barley. 

Cows. — Have  diminished. 

Poor. — 39  acres  of  common  for  the  poor ; fed  by  all 
whose  occupation  is  under  5I.  a year ; and  32  let,  and  applied 
in  coals.  The  former  of  no  benefit,  from  abuses.  They 
take  in  stock,  and  call  it  their  own,  but  none  of  the  real 
poor  enjoy  the  benefits. 

Tithe. — Remains  subjeft,  and  pays  5s.  and  5s.  6d.  an 
acre. 

Corn. — The  produce  of  corn  has  increased  to  an  extra- 
ordinary degree.  They  raise  upon  the  best  land  wheat  of 
8 combs  an  acre  ; oats  20  combs;  and  barley  14. 

Improvement. — Has  been  in  general  great:  the  land, 
which  before  enclosing  was  worth  but  little,  has  been  sold 
so  high  as  40I.  an  acre. 


1773. 
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Baptisms. 

Burials. 

1 

Baptisms. 

Burials, 

1770 

- *5  - 

6 

*0 

CO 

- 

23 

- *4 

J77r 

- 14  - 

4 

1786 

- 

*3 

- *4 

1772 

7 - 

7 

1787 

- 

18 

- 6' 

*773 

12 

8 

1788 

*4 

- 7 

*774 

12 

9 

1789 

- 

16 

- 5 

*775 

- *5  - 

9 

1790 

- 

18 

- 9 

1776 

- *3  - 

5 

1791 

, - 

1 1 

- 12 

*777 

- 19  - 

7 

1792 

- 

14 

- 4 

*778 

10 

16 

*793 

- 

26 

- 1 1 

*779 

16 

*5 

*794 

- 

1 1 

- 7 

1780 

- *5  - 

9 

*795 

- 

*9 

J 9 

1781 

- 14  - 

9 

1796 

23 

- 8 

178Z 

10 

*7 

*797 

- 

*7 

- 5 

*783 

•“  *5  - 

*4 

1798 

- 

16 

- 8 
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First  period,  15  years  before  the  enclosure, 

Baptisms 

* 

- 
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*95 

Burials 

- 

■* 

• 

148 

Increase 

- 

47 

Second 

period,  15  years  since  the  enclosure, 

Baptisms 

- 

- 

• 

257 

Burials 

- 

129 

Increase 

. 

^ . 

I2<8 

BAN  HAM. ACT  I/89. 

Quantity. — About  1000  acres:  600  of  heath  and  com- 
moil ; no  open  arabie. 

Sill. — Very  good  strong  land  ; clay  bottom. 

Rent. 
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Rent. — Quality  price  from  15s.  to  25s. 

Corn. — All  turned  to  arable. 

Sheep. — 6 or  700  sheep  were  kept ; now  not  more  than 
300 ; but  much  better : some  farmers  breed,  and  some 
graze.  The  common  was  much  subjedt  to  the  fot.  * 

Cows. — Nearly  the  same  as  before. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Rates. — Heavy,  and  always  were  so:  3s.  6d.  or  4s.  in 
the  pound. 

Expenses. — There  was  much  road  to  make,  and  cost 
above  2000I. 

Poor. — An  allotment  of  30  acres  of  turf  fen,  for  fuel. 
No  complaints  of  any  injury.  The  hetbage  of  the  30 
acres  is  given  among  them. 

Improvement. — All  clayed ; and  where  wet,  hollow- 
drained. 
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1778 
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First  period.  Births 

- 

338 

Burials 

- 

219 

Iucrease 

- 

”9 

Second  period.  Births 

- 

426 

Burials 

- 

210 

Increase 

216 

BARTON. — ENCLOSED  1 774. 

Quantity. — Open  fields,  2626  acres ; commons  and 
wastes,  784;  total,  4087. 

Soil. — Much  of  it  strong  land ; but  some  on  chalk. 

Rent. — Now  about  2000I. 

Tithe. — Land  assigned,  about  one-seventh. 

Corn. — Increased  much. 

BINTREY  AND  TWIFORD. — ENCLOSED  1 795- 

Stil. — Mixed  soil ; turnip  and  wheat  land. 

Quantity. — About  1950  acres ; open  fields  661  acres; 
309  commons ; the  rest  old  enclosures,  or  whole  year  land. 

Rent. — Before  enclosing  about  1 200I. ; quality  rent, 
1560I.  The  commons  let  at  20s.  which  were  not  worth 
2s.  6d.  before. 

Course. — On  part  of  it  five  shift  husbandry  ; on  part 
six. 

Corn. — A very  great  increase  from  the  common. 

Sheep. — Certainly  increased. 

Cows. — Not  diminished ; as  some  part  remains  m pasture:. 

Improvement. — The  commons  drained  and  clayed. 
l'  Tithe.— Remains  subject. 

Poor. — There  were  26  acres  allotted  for  fuel,  let  by 
the  parish.  There  were  46  commonable  rights  ; the 
whole  divided  according  to  value : very  few  little  proprie- 
tors ; but  small  occupiers  suffered. 

Expenses. — 1900I. ; paid  by  rate. 

BiRCHAM 
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BIRCHAM  (GREAT). — ENCLOSED  I74O. 

I attempted  to  procure  information  here*  but  every  body 
was  dead  who  lived  at  the  time,  except  the  old  Parish- 
Clerk,  who  remembered  nothing  more  than  working  at 
the  fences.  Corn  must  be  increased. 
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1790 

Baptism*. 

5 

Burials. 
- 6 

1797 

Baptisms. 
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62 

Baptisms  in  19  years  immediately  preceding 

the  enclosure  - - - 214. 

Burials  - - 148  • 

Increase  - 66 


Baptisms  in  19  years  immediately  following 
the  enclosure  - 

Burials  - _ 


Increase 

•Ten  years  from  1780  to  1789 : 
Baptisms  - . 
Burials 


Increase 

Ten  years  from  1790  to  1799: 
Baptisms 
Burials 

Increase 


175 

lot 

74 


120 

if 

4* 


102 

62 

40 


The  whole  of  this  account  is  unfavourable : the  enclo- 
sure lessened  Baptisms  so  far  as  these  data  extend  ; and  in 
the  last  10  years  there  are  18  fewer  baptisms  than  in  the 
JO  preceding.  These  are  circumstances  not  uncommon 

03  in 
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in  this  part  of  Norfolk,  and  they  deserve  an  attentive  in- 
vestigation. I know  knothing  to  which  to  attribute  it, 
except  the  parishes  being  occupied  by  one  farmer ; or  per- 
haps by  two,  or  at  most  three,  who  unite  and  prevent  the 
settlement  of  poor,  by  employing  hands  only  from  more 
populous  places.  In  such  a case  the  local  deficiency  is 
made  up  elsewhere. 

BRANCASTER. ENCLOSED  J 755. 

Quantity. — About  2350  acres,  besides  salt-marshes,  of 
which  960  were  breaks  ; 1020  common  field  j 210  half- 
year  land  ; 160  old  enclosures. 

Soil. — Good  sandy  loam. 

Rent. — What  it  was  before  the  enclosure  is  unknown  ; 
now  about  2500I.  a year.  In  1792,  there  were  1570  acres 
sold,  Containing  940  arable,  75  fresh  marsh,  and  555  salt 
marsh,  which  were  then  rented  at  500I.  a year. 

Poor. — Very  well  off ; Barrow-hills,  a common  of  65 
acres,  allotted  to  them  ; and  each  dwelling-house  has  a 
right  to  keep  two  cows  or  heifers ; or  a mare  and  foal ; 
or  two  horses ; and  also  to  cut  furze. 

Rates.— Disbursements  for  the  poor  : 


1760 

€■ 9 1 

0 

0 

1770 

119 

0 

0 

1787 

180 

p 

0 

*794 

203 

• 0 

0 

I799 

337 

0 

0 

A rate  of  2s.  in  il.  raises  201I. ; this  last  year  the  rates 
therefore  were  above  3s. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Coin. — Before  the  enclosure  it  was  in  an  open,  rude,  bad 
state ; now  in  five  or  six  regular  shifts. 


POPU- 
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POPULATION. 
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Tenements  1789,  136 — 544  souls. 

1797,  560  souls. 


First  period. 

Baptisms 
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H2 
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19 

Second  period. 
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182 

- - 102 

Increase 

1 

1 

00 
0 1 

In  the  last  ten  years,  1 in  31  born  ; I in  56  died. 

BRESSINGHAM  AND  FERSFIELD. — T798. 

Quantity. — About  800  acres  of  common. 

Rent. — Will  be  18s.  some  worth  30s. 

Corn. — All  corn. 

Sheep. — Will  lessen. 

Cows. — More  will  be  kept. 

G 4 Poor. 
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Poor. — Never  cut  any  fuel  on  the  common  : no  allot- 
ment. 

Rates. — About  5s. 


BR1NTON. 
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Second  period.  Baptisms 
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40 

BROOK. — 1800. 


Quantity. — a oo  acres  of  common ; no  open  field  j all  will 
be  ploughed,  except  40  acres ; the  value  will  be  above  20s, ; 
quality  price,  15s.;  never  paid  any  thing  but  to  jobbers 
and  idle  fellows. 

OLD 
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OLD  BUCKENHAM. — ACT  I79O. 

Quantity. — Near  900  acres  of  poor  common,  some  wet, 
the  rest  sandy  and  gravel ; a little  good,  that  the  act  ope- 
rated upon.  No  open  field  arable. 

Rent. — Quality,  price  5s.  to  25s.  Now  15s.  and  much 
raised  since  enclosing.  All  now,  15s. 

Corn. — All,  except  100  acres,  converted  to  arable. 

Sheep* — Very  few  kept  before  ; certainly  increased. 

Cows,  &cc. — Lessened,  perhaps  two-thirds ; but  as  much 
butter  as  before  ; other  kinds  of  cattle  increased. 

Improvements. — The  soil  not  adapted  to  the  common 
ones. 

Tithe. — Free  before. 

Rates. — About  2s.  except  in  a year  of  scarcity. 

Expenses. — Roads  included,  above  1 500k 

Poor. — Had  1 GO  acres  of  fen  allotted  for  fuel ; the  her- 
bage lets  for  12I.  a year;  had,  as  at  Carleton,  a douhle 
portion,  and  set  out  near  their  houses ; nobody  suffered  or 
complained  ; very  few  under  5I.  a year  kept  cows ; they 
have  not  been  injured  in  any  degree  whatever : for  fuel,  aro 
better  off  than  before;  as  no  draining  was  done  to  the  fen, 
it  is  not  under  any  regulations. 

BURNHAM  NORTON. 

This  parish  was  instanced  to  me,  as  a proof  that  the  no- 
minal number  of  cows  kept  before  enclosing,  was  a mere 
fallacy.  There  is  a salt-marsh  common,  of  15  acres, 
which,  if  embanked,  would  not  let  at  15s.  There  tire  24 
cows  kept  on  it  by  the  common-right  cottagers ; they  have 
no  other  land ; no  hay  ; no  turnips ; no  means  of  winter 
support;  no  enclosures  belonging  to  them.  It  is  not 
known  that  they  do,  or  can  buy  hay  or  turnips.  How  the 
cows  are  supported  is  an  enigma  ; but,  as  in  summer,  there 
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is  not  feed  hardly  for  a sheep,  it  may  easily  be  supposed 
what  the  24  cows  yield. 

Such  was  the  account  1 received  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
but  the  circumstances  seeming  extraordinary,  I went  to 
the  place  itself  for  further  information,  and  there  I was 
told  a rather  different  account : that  the  number  of  cows 
was  17  ; that  they  had  another  small  common  besides  that 
alluded  to;  that  Mr.  Foley,  the  farmer  of  the  parish, 
sold  them  hay  and  straw  for  their  cows  ; that  he  did  not 
disapprove  their  keeping  cows,  and  that  the  poor  were 
better  contented,  and  better  off  here,  and  at  Brancaster, 
than  in  any  parish  near  them.  This  the  second  attempt ; 
I shall  make  a third,  by  seeing  Mr.  Foley  himself. 

Called ; but  not  at  home. 

CANTLEY  AND  HASSINGHAM. — 180O. 

Quantity. — 600  acres  of  common  ; no  open  fields  ; 100 
acres  of  it  to  till ; the  rest  marsh. 

Sent. — Increased  from  5s.  to  16s. 

Sheep. — No  sheep  ; but  will  have  some. 

Cows. — Will  be  increased;  and  grazing  also. 

Corn. — Will  be  greatly  increased. 

CARLETON. — ENCLOSED  1777. 

Quantity. — About  3000  acres  in  all : enclosed  about 
1200,  chiefly  common. 

Soil. — Sandy  loam ; good  mixt  soil,  upon  a clay  bottom. 

Sent.— Old  enclosed  land,  15s.  to  20s.  before  the  enclo- 
sure ; very  little  open  field ; new  rent  of  enclosed  com- 
mon, 15s.  to  20s.  quality  price. 

Cam. — Greatly  more  corn  produced  since  than  before  ; 
it  is  the  best  corn  parish  in  the  neighbourhood  : the  1200 
acres  all  converted  to  corn,  and  very  little  has  been  laid 
down:  nearly  half  more  corn  than  before. 

Sheep. 
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Sheep. — About  iooo  sheep  were  kept  on  the  common 
before;  now  not  above  half;  they  buy  lambs  and  fatten 
them,  having  changed  their  system  to  grazing  : the  sheep 
before  were  much  subject  to  rot,  and  were  very  ordinary  ; 
now  very  good. 

Cows. — As  many  as  ever,  or  rather  more,  and  have  a 
considerable  return  of  fat  beasts,  as  turnips  are  now  largely 
cultivated. 

Horses. — Are  increased  a third,  in  consequence  of  the 
increase  of  tillage. 

Improvement. — The  whole  1200  acres  have  been  marled, 
and  ail  the  parts  that  were  too  wet,  have  been  hollow- 
drained.  In  general  produce,  it  may  fairly  be  estimated 
that  the  parish  produces  double  what  it  did  before.  It 
gave  me  very  great  satisfaction  to  view  this  parish,  with 
Mr.  Gooch,  of  Quiddenham,  who  was  a Commissioner 
in  the  enclosure,  and  to  whom  I am  obliged  for  these 
particulars.  Tlte  crops,  very  generally,  great,  and  the 
whole  face  of  the  parish  bore  every  appearance  of  a most 
prosperous  cultivation. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject  to  tithe ; they  would  not  take 
land. 

Rates. — The  rental  increased  one-third  ; and  till  the 
last  year,  not  more  than  2s.  in  the  pound. 

Expenses. — The  whole  about  2500I. 

Poor. — 40  acres  allotted  for  iuel;  not  turf,  but  flag-, 
and,  therefore,  the  land  let  at  15s.  an  acre,  and  the  money 
applied  to  buying  fuel.  In  the  allotment  for  common- 
rights,  every  poor  man  who  had  a 5I.  or  61.  a year  tene- 
ment, had  equal  to  iol.  given  him,  in  case  he  was  a poor 
owner ; but  not  for  the  tenement,  if  belonging  to  a large  pro- 
prietor. Several  poor  owners,  received  for  iol.  occupan- 
cy, two  acres.  Almost  all  kept  them  ; and  seveial  kept 
cows,  others  turned  their  attention  to  hemp,  turnip  seed, 
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&c.  and  have  acknowledged  that  they  are  better  off  than 
before.  And  very  few  indeed  who  had  received  an  ad- 
vantage from  the  common  before,  but  what  had  some  thing 
better,  and  to  their  content,  in  the  enclosure. 

I 

POPULATION. 

Twenty-three  years  before  and  23  after  the  enclosure. 
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1772 

- 

24 

>773 

- 

26 

>774 

- 

24 

>775 

- 

27 

1776 

* 

22 

537 

Burials.  1 

3° 

>777 

16 

1778 

6 

1779 

23 

1780 

1 1 

CO 

Jh. 

16 

1782 

18 

OO 

>9 

1784 

33 

OO 

18 

1786 

29 

>787 

>7 

1788 

21 

1789 

>4 

1790 

>7 

1791 

28 

>792 

23 

>793 

21 

1794 

18 

>795 

22 

1796 

>5 

1797 

6 

1798 

19 

>799 

440 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

28 

- 

1 6 

20 

- 

9 

26 

* 

20 

>9 

- 

>9 

>9 

- 

1 1 

>7 

- 

20 

20 

- 

>4 

>7 

- 

>3 

16 

* 

9 

18 

- 

5 

16 

- 

1 1 

>7 

- 

12 

12 

- 

6 

>9 

- 

>4 

8 

- 

24 

>4 

- 

12 

>4 

- 

6 

18 

- 

10 

1 1 

- 

10 

21 

• 

12 

12 

- 

>5 

>7 

- 

6 

10 

- 

>3 

389 

287 

First 
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First  period,  15  years  before  the  enclosure  : 

Baptisms  - - - 537 

Burials  - 440 

Increase  - 97 

Second  period,  15  years  since  the  enclosure: 

Baptisms  - - 389 

Burials  - - 287 

Increase  - - '102 


The  difference  marked  in  this  account  is  far  inferior  to 
the  fad! ; for  the  number  of  Anabaptists  have  multiplied 
so  of  late  years,  as  to  form  a considerable  proportion  of 
the  whole  population.  The  parish  is  crowded  \yith  inha- 
bitants, who  have  increased  uncommonly  since  the  enclo- 
sure. 

CAUSTON. — ENCLOSED  l80I. 

, I 

Thirteen  hundred  acres  of  common  and  warren  ; the 
wairen  subjedl  to  sheep-walk,  and  the  rent  only  20  guineas 
a year,  to  Colonel  Buller. 

Remains  subjedl  to  tithe. 

The  mode  of  improving  has  been,  to  plough  it  up,  and 
leave  it  for  a year,  then  coleseed  sown,  for  sheep  to  ma- 
nure and  tread  it ; then  marie,  by  lease  2 5 loads  an  acre 
for  the  first  course  ; and  in  every  after  course  10  loads, 
mixed  with  dung. 

Colonel  Buller  has  arranged  the  divisions  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  roads  open  into  all  the  pieces. 

The  adf,  roads,  commons,  &c.  cost  Colonel  Buller 
1300I. : probably  the  other  proprietors’  shares  might  have 
made  the  total  2000I. 

By 


Digitized  by  Google 


ENCLOSING. 


94 

By  means  of  small  allotments  1st  by  him  to  the  poor, 
cows  will  increase,  as  they  exceed  the  rights  that  were 
aftually  exercised. 

Sheep  will  increase  after  seven  years;  but  during  thaf 
period  excluded  by  the  a 61. 

The  whole  parish  above  4000  acres ; and  the  valuation 
two  years  ago  for  the  rate,  2800I.  besides  400I.  tithe. 

The  rent  of  the  new  enclosed  lands,  on  2 1 years  leases, 
for  xo  years,  7s.  to  8s.;  the  tenants  doing  every  thing 
except  raising  the  buildings;  but  at  the  end  of  10  years, 
2S.  an  acre  more. 

The  Colonel  reserved  between  70  and  80  acres  for 
small  occupiers,  to  enable  them  to  keep  cows ; and  he  has 
planted  32 1 acres  of  the  parts  where  the  common  had 
been  most  pared  for  fuel,  with  all  sorts  of  trees. 

CRANWORTH,  REMIRSTON,  SOUTHBOROUGH. — EN- 
CLOSED  1796. 

Quantity. — Commons  to  four  parishes,  Cranworth  and 
Letton,  Remirston  and  Southborough ; the  two  latter 
the  largest.  743  acres  in  all.  Remiiston  306,  Cran- 
worth 171,  Southborough  272  acres. 

Rent. — W ill  be  20s.  an  acre. 

Corn. — Greatly  increased : the  whole  under  it. 

Cotvs. — Few  or  none  were  kept  by  the  poor.  Now 
more  cattle  of  all  sorts. 

Sheep. — None  to  be  kept  for  seven  years  in  the  new 
enclosures,  by  the  aft:  they  will  be  lessened;  but  very 
often  used  to  be  rotten. 

Poor. — They  kept  geese  on  the  commons,  of  which  they 
are  deprived.  But  in  fuel  they  are  benefited:  an  allot- 
ment not  to  exceed  ^ let,  and  the  rent  applied  in  coals 
for  all  not  occupying  above  5I.  a year : this  is  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  those  at  Southborough,  having  enough  allowed 

for 
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for  their  consumption;  at  Cranworth  the  poor  are  more 
numerous,  and  the  coals  of  little  use.  The  allotment  for  the 
poor  at  Letton,  is  17  acres.  Ten  are  left  as  a pasture  for 
the  cows  of  those  who  rent  under  5I.  per  annum.  Seven 
are  let  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  money  is  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  fuel.  The  number  of  those  who  keep  cow*, 
is  five. 

All  encroachments  within  thirty  years  to  be  divided  as 
common  ; but  to  be  allotted  to  persons  in  possession,  if  en- 
titled to  any. 

Tithe. — The  commons  to  pay  is.  6d.  an  acre  the  first 
year ; 2s.  the  second ; 2s.  6d.  the  third  ; 3s.  6d.  the  fourth; 
and  after  that  remain  subject. 

Rates. — Four  shillings  to  five  shillings  in  the  pound. 


CRANWORTH  AND  LETTON. 


POPULATION. 


1780 

Baptisms. 

8 

Burials. 

6 

1790 

• 

Baptisms. 

21 

B Uriah. 

9 

1781 

- 

9 

6 

1 79 1 

- 

9 

9 

OO 

** 

- 

10 

1 1 

1 792 

- 

>5 

3 

Vj 

OO 

- 

9 

1 j 

>793 

- 

>4- 

7 

1784 

- 

12 

- 

*79+ 

* 

16 

10 

1785 

- 

1 1 

- 1 1 

1 795 

- 

J3 

• 12 

1786 

- 

J7 

9 

1796 

- 

19 

8 

1787 

- 

10 

S 

1 797 

• 

l9~ 

7 

OO 

OO 

- 

12 

3 

1798 

- 

22 

• ir 

1789 

* 

9 

8 | 

1799 

- 

19 

+ 

107  85 

.First  period.  Baptisms 

167 

80 

107 

Burials 

- 

- 

- 

Increase 

- 

- 

m 

22 

Second 
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Second  period.  Baptisms 

- * - 

- 

167 

Burials 

- 

- 

- 80 

Increase 

- 

- 

87 

SOUTH  BOROUGH. 

Baptisms.  Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

1780 

4 - 5 

1790 

8 

4 1 

1781 

? - 4 

1 79 1 

6 

3 

1782 

6 . 2 

1791 

3 

. 1 

CO 

f*- 

. 4 - « 

1 793 

4 

4 

178+ 

. 4 - 8 

>794 

4 

- 0 

>78> 

* 6 ' 2 

>79  J 

3 

- 0 

1786 

3 - > 

>796 

9 

- z 

1787 

3 - 5 

>797 

4 

3 

1788 

3 - 3 

1798 

4 

3 

1789 

4 - 0 

1799 

3 

X 

4a  38 

48 

18 

First 

period.  Baptisms 

- 

- 

* 42 

Burials 

- 

- 

38 

Increase 

- 

• 

4 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

. 

• 

- 48 

Burials 

- 

- 

18 

Increase 

- 

3° 

REY- 
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RIMERSTONE,  ENCLOSED. 


iy8o 

Baptism*. 

6 

Burials. 

5 

*79*  - 

Baptisms. 
1 1 

Burials. 

- 2 

i)8i 

11 

s 

179a  - 

s 

3 

*782  - 

4 

4 

*793  - 

6 

3 

*7S3  - 

+ 

1 

*794  - 

7 

3 

*784  - 

6 

- i 

*795  - 

5 

3 

1785  - 

10 

8 

1796  - 

6 

- 2 

1786  - 

3 

7 

*797  - 

7 

a 

vj 

CO 

• 

6 

1 

1798  - 

1 

7 

• 

00 

CO 

•N 

8 

6 

*799  - 

6 

a 

1 

On 

oc 

1^. 

S 

S 

1800 

7 

- 2 

Increase 

l’«o  1 ^ 
1 i 

47 

Increase 

61 

32 

, 

DERSINGHAM. 

Pent. — Doubled. 

Com. — At  least  twice  as  much  corn  raised  as  before  the 
erielosureT. 

Sheep. — Increased. 

Coves. — About  the  same  number  as  before. 

Tithe. — Remains  subjefl. 

Poor. — The  poor  are  not  afte&ed*  except  by  the  in- 
crease of  employment.  The  common  remains  comrtioijj 
but  stinted  by  the  Commissioners. 


NORFOLK.]  It  fiOCKIN®, 
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DOCKING. 


Baptisms.  Burials.  1 

Baptisms. 

Buriats. 

i;So 

• 

24 

- 

18 

1790 

- 

20 

- 

1 1 

1781 

- 

22 

. - 

12 

1 79 T 

• 

>7 

8 

178* 

- 

20 

- 

21 

1792 

24 

- 

16 

1783 

* 

>9 

- 

r4 

‘793 

20 

- 

>4 

1784 

12 

. - 

22 

*794 

23 

*7 

»7«5 

- 

23 

- 

1 1 

>79  5 

1 6 

7 

1786 

- 

20 

. - 

>5 

1796 

>5 

16 

A 

1787 

• 

29 

- 

12 

>797 

18 

10 

1788 

- 

13 

- 

9 

1798 

*9 

*7 

1789 

- 

24 

- 

10 

1799 

22 

- 

>5 

206 

144 

>94 

>3> 

First  period. 

Baptisms 

- 

- 

- 

206 

Burials 

- 

- 

- 

144 

Increase 

- 

- 

- 

62 

Second 

period.  Baptisms 

- 

- 

- 

>94 

Burials 

- 

- 

*3* 

Increase 

4 

- 

• 

63 

DOWNHAM. 

Baptisms.  Burials. 

Baptisms. 

3urialt. 

1780 

- 

26 

- 

44 

>79° 

57 

- 

35 

1781 

* 

38 

• 

54 

1791 

42 

• 

2J 

1782 

- 

27 

• - 

45 

1792 

39 

2J 

VJ 

00 

- 

49 

- 

42 

>793 

34 

• 

27 

1784 

- 

30 

42 

>794 

45 

- 

3 1 

«7S5 

- 

36 

- 

27 

>795 

39 

- 

40 

1786 

- 

3 » 

- 

43 

>796 

53 

- 

26 

1787 
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39 

- 

36 

>797 

44 

- 

28 

1788 

- 

42 

- 

46 

1798 

40 

- 

3* 

1789 

- 

35 

- 

33 

>799 

42 

- 

z5 

* T 

353 

412 

435 

292 

Burials 
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Burials  in  the  first  ten  years 

Baptisms  « * 

t # 

*.:»  • 

412 

353 

Decrease 

•m  m 

59 

Baptisms  in  second  ten  years 
Burials 

- 

435 

292 

Increase 

- 

*43 

LITTLE  DUNHAM. — ACT 
Quantity. — About  1800  acres  in 
3.60  are  common. 

PASSED  1794. 
the  parish,  of 

which 

Improvement. — Had  great  effeft  on  the  common,  and 
by  exchanges ; and  half-year  lands  were  milch  improved. 

Poor. — Thirty-five  acres  of  common  let  for  46I.  a year, 
to  be  distributed  in  coals,  ihstead  of  their  cutting  whins 
(not  turf).  Last  winter  each  family  had  22  bushels  of 
coals.  Very  few  kept  cows. 

Tithe. — Remains  subjedt 
Expenses . — 1 2 60I. 


POPULATION. 


Baptisms. 

Burials. 

Baptisms.  Burials. 

i78o 

5 

- 8 

1790 

- 

II 

r 5 

8 

- 6 

1791 

- 

8 

- 9 

*4 

00 

- 5 

- 3 

1792 

- 

10 

- 3 

*783 

6 

2 

*)93 

..r 

1 

- 5 

1784 

7 

- 6 

*794 

- 

7 

- 3 

1785 

10 

- 7 

*795 

- 

11 

1 

1786 

9 

- 3 

1796 

- 

5 

- 1 

1787 

8 

- 4 

*-797 

- 

11 

- 8 

1788 

9 

- 4 

1798 

- 

7 

- 3 

1789 

- 12 

- 8 

' *799 

.1 

- 

9 

- 5 

4 *• 

79 

5* 

86 

48 

% » 

H : 

2 

Eighteen 
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Eighteen  years,  1562  to  1579  : 


Baptisms 

- 

63 

Burials 

- 

59 

Increase 

- 

9 

Twenty  years,  1580  to  1599: 

Baptisms 

m 

135 

Burials 

, r 

72 

Increase  - 

- 

63 

Twenty  years,  1720  to  1739  : 

Baptisms 

- 

116 

Burials 

- 

81 

Increase 

- 

35 

Twenty  years,  1740  to  1759: 

Baptisms 

* 

13* 

Burials 

. 

72 

Increase 

- 

59 

Twenty  years,  176010  1779  : 

Baptisms 

- 

102 

Burials 

m 

78 

Increase 

- 

24 

Twenty  years,  from  1780  to  1799: 

Baptisms 

- 

165 

Burials 

m 

99 

Increase 

- 

66 

Baptisms. — First  period 

68 

Second 

*35 

Third 

1 16 

- 

Fourth 

*3* 

*.  Fifth 

102 

- • — Last 

16 5 

The  account  is  remarkable ; but  in 

whatever 

light 

viewed* 
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viewed,  it  proves  the  superior  population  $kf  the  present 
period. 


Survey  taken  in  1792 : 


Men  (above  16) 
Women 
Male  Children 
Female  ditto  - 

Souls 


**7 


•-  £} 

- > 
206 


r 


Forty-four  families;  39  married  couples. 

Males  100. 

Females  106. 

Forty-one  houses. 

In  1763  there  were  172  souls. 

If  the  average  number  be  190,  deaths  will  he  I in  38 ; 
births  1 in  21. — (Note  in  the  Register .) 

v . A— 


EATON. 


J!K 


Baptisms. 

Burials. 

’jK't'  a 4- 

Baptismt. 

Burials. 

0 

00 

N» 

6 

- 6 

1790 

- II 

- 6 

1781 

- 16 

- 8 

1791 

6 

* 4 

1782 

9 

- 5 

1792 

11 

- 5 

*783 

5 

- 6 

mi 

7 

- 4 

1784 

9 • 

- 8 

1 794 

- *3 

- 4 

1785 

9 

- 6 

179s 

- 7 

- 3 

1786 

6 

- 6 

1796 

8 

- '-5 

>787 

- *3 

- 4 

*797 

r 10 

- S 

1788 

6 

- 8 

1798 

- *4 

■-  r J. 

t-4 

VJ 

OO 

VO 

8 

- 4 

*799 

* 6 

- 3 

jjj 

61 

93 

40 

.>k  1 i-  y 

> 4 > : i r 

• 

,'iVj’  1, 

* .oil 

fclvL  XvmW*  itUiS*  'i 

H3 

First 
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First  period.  Baptisms 
Burials 

• 

6* 

Increase  \ >• 

m 

- 

tA 

Second  period.  Baptisms 
Burials 

- 

. 

93 

40 

Increase 

- 

r 

53, 

ELLINCHAM.- 

—ENCLOSED  1798. 

Quantity. — About  2000  acres,  old  enclosed  land. 

800  common  divided  by  the  ail. 

2800 

Rent. — About  14s.  or  15s. old  rent:  quality  price,  15s. 
to  17s. 

Soil. — A loam  on  clay ; some  light  soils. 

Poor. — The  allotment  for  fuel  by  the  ail,  as  the  Com- 
missioners shall  appoint.  There  are  64  common-rights  j 
they  have  allotted  60 : there  were  scarcely  any  cows  kept 
by  the  poorj  as  they  would  have  been  starved  by  the  sheep. 

Cows. — More  will  be  kept  in  consequence  of  the  enclo- 
sure. 

Sheep. — Will  be  decreased. 

Corn. — All  will  be  in  course  under  corn,  and  the  in- 
crease very  great. 

Tithe. — For  five  years  from  the  award,  is.  an  acre,  if 
not  broken  up ; and  2s.  on  sbeh  as  is  ploughed ; then  to 
remain  titheable. 

Rates. — Are  about  4s.  in  the  pound. 

EELTHORPE. — ENCLOSED  1779. 

Quantity. — About  1500  acres ; old  enclosure,  about  one. 
third,  or  two-fifths ; common,  three-fifths. 

Soil 
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Soil. — Old  enclosures,  red  sand ; the  new,  a grey  sand 
on  red  and  white  sand. 

Rent. — Before  enclosing,  6oof. ; at  present  not  Sool. 

Poor. — The  Common  was  so  valuable  to  the  poor,  or 
thought  to  be,  that  the  farmers  could  not  get  their  work 
done;  they  cut  fuel,  whins,  &c.  for  sale,  and  the  place 
harboured  poachers,  &c. — T wenty-five  small  occupiers  ; 
only  four  above  40I.  a year  : many  vert'  small,  and  gene- 
rally owners.  They  are  comfortable,  tliougb  they  work 
harder  than  day  labourers;  they  were  not  well  treated 
respecting  pasture;  but  they  have  a common  of  50  acres 
for  fuel,  which  they  feed. 

Corn. — There  may  be  a little  increase;  but  cjuestion- 
able : perhaps  none  at  all. 

Con's. — Perhaps  more  cows;  but  doubtful:  tire  poor 
kept  before,  and  do  so  now. 

Slurp. — Little  difference;  for  several  years  fewer. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject  to  tithe. 

Expense*. — The  enclosure  did  not  pay  them. 

Rates. — This  year  about  6s.  ; in  geueral  about  4s. 

Improvement. — Mr.  Wright,  on  a summer  fallow, 
drilled  an  acre  with  sainfoin,  July  2 799 ; in  1S00  it 
did  nothing:  soil,  a red  sand  bottom.  In  1800,  six 
acres  carrots  cf  his  did  well,  though  a bad  season  for 
hoeing;  these  were  on  red  hut  good  sand,  worth  J2S. 
an  acre.  He  had  lived  at  Sutton,  near  Woodbridge, 
where  carrots  are  a common  article  of  culture,  and  did  not 
observe  the  hushandrv  in  vain : I hope  he  will  fully 

establish  it  on  these  sands,  some  of  which  are  well  adapt- 
ed to  it. 

• The  husbandry  which  should  be  adopted,  is  to  pare  and 
burn  for  turnips,  fed  with  sheep ; then  plough  well  for  buck- 
wheat (of which  there  is  much  in  the  parish),  and  with  it  lay 
down  to  grass  for  a sheep-walk  ; sowing  burner,  chicory, 
H 4 cocks- 
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cocks-foot,  yarrow,  &c.  : this  would  be  a great  and 

lasting  improvement,  and  would,  hereafter,  give  good 
corn. — I do  not  know  any  where,  after  an  enclosure, 
a parish  that  carries  so  unimproved  a countenance  as 
this,  unless  it  be  the  heaths  at  Kelling.  Little  or  no 
use  is  made  of  the  allotments  of  common  : thev  generally 
lie  in  their  waste  state : they  say,  for  want  of  marie  or  clay, 
without  which  turnips  are  anburied ; and  yet  some  small 
pieces  have  been  pared  and  burnt,  but  being  exhausted  by 
repeated  crops  of  corn,  the  land  and  the  husbandry  both 
are  abandoned.  Some  pieces  have  been  sold  since  the  a£t 
passed,  at  40s.  an  acre ; at  20s.  and  even  at  14s.  as  it  is 
said:  yet  these  poor  grey  sands  do  exceedingly  well  for 
potatoes;  many  are  cultivated,  and  in  1799,  as  many 
were  produced  on  one  acre,  as  would  have  paid  the  fee 
simple  of  10. 

Population. — The  register  most  irregularly  kept,  and 
births  and  burials  so  jumbled  together,  that  even  for  the 
last  eight  or  ten  years  (all  1 could  get  at)  they  arc  not  easily 
ascertained : 


Baptisms.  , Burials. 


1792  - 

8 

* 

4 

1793  - 

8 

- 

10 

1794  - 

1 1 

■7 

5 

1795  - 

11 

- 

4 

1796  - 

9 

- 

5 

1797  - 

20 

- • 

1 

1798  - 

10 

- 

2 

1799  - 

6 

f! 

1 

I have  little  faith  in  the  account : no  resident  clergy- 
pan  ; the  case  of  half  the  county. 
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FINCHAM. — ENCLOSED  I772. 

Quantity. — 2953  acres ; by  the  award,  divided  amongst 
29  proprietors,  viz. 


So.  1. 

- 

1288 

No.  16 

- 

21 

2 

- 

358 

?7 

- 

12 

3 

T 

3°7 

18 

r 

*3 

4 

- 

Hi 

19 

7 

5 

5 

- 

39 

20 

• 

S 

6 

- 

90 

21 

- 

10 

7 

r 

55 

7.2 

- 

16 

8 

- 

66 

23 

- 

10 

9 

7 

121 

24 

- 

10 

10 

74 

*5 

- 

7 

11 

- 

27 

26 

- 

7 

12 

- 

20 

27 

- 

7 

13  poor 

- 

51 

28 

- 

61 

x4  - 17  29 

15  - 6 

Commons  - _ 618 

Open  field  summer  fallow  - 297 

Crop  - - 891  . 

Cottage  houses  - - 45 

Valuation  of  the  common  houses  - 261I.  18s. 

S°'l- — Strong  good  land ; some  wet,  and  tenacious. 
Rent. — Commissioners’  valuation,  1040!. 


Course. 
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Course. — Before,  i.  Fallow. 

2.  Wheat. 

3.  Barley. 

4.  Pease  or  oats. 

Now,  1.  Turtiips. 

2.  Bariev. 

J 

3.  Clover. 

4.  Wheat. 

Corn.-~ The  common,  except  30  or  40  acres,  is  under 
corn,  and  has  been  nncommonly  productive  ; though  for 
two  or  three  years  at  first  it  did  not  well,  as  they  ploughed 
without  burning.  The  produCt  far  more  than  ever. 

Sheep. — There  were  two  large  flocks;  not  so  many- 
kept  at  present. 

Cows. — Dairies  much  lessened. 

lithe. — Remain?  subjeCt  to  in 

Rates. — By  an  okl  rate-book  it  appears, 
that  at  Easter,  1729,  there  was  disbursed  for  £.  t.  d. 


the  poor 

- 

- 

21 

0 

1 

IJ30  ditto 

- 

- 

39 

6 

S 

1731  ditto 

' 1 

- 

27 

11 

4 

1742  ditto 

. - 

- ; 

48 

4 

3 

1747  ditto 

- 

- 

75 

10 

0 

1750  ditto 

- 

- 

- 

84 

2 

4 

1753  ditto 

- 

- 

- 

42 

5 

3 

1754  ditto 

- 

- 

- 

68 

H 

3 

1758  ditto, 

colleCled  for  it 

is.  6fd.  on 

9l$- 

96 

1 

0 

J762  ditto, 

rate  is.  Qd  on 

920I.  rent 

- 

78 

1 

7 

1767  ditto, 

rate  IS.  iod.  on 

■ 7331- rent 

- 

67 

6 

a 

1769  ditto, 

rate  2s.  6d. 

- 

- 

89  18 

4 

1771  ditto, 

rate  3s.  3d. 

- 

- 

119 

J5 

9 

1782  ditto, 

3s.  4d. 

- 

- 

198  18 

0 

1783  ditto. 

3s.  gd. 

- 

200 

10 

6 

1784  ditto, 

2s.  7d. 

• 

- 

176  18  11 

*785 
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214  10  10 

*59  18  3 
259  2 

*3 
7 
o 
o 


412 

408 

3°4 

240 


10 

id 

o 

6 


1785  ditto,  on  a rental  of  2258!.  IS.  lid. 

1791  ditto,  on  2252I. 

1794  ditto,  2S.  3d. 

1795  ditto,  on  2303I.  at  3s.  7d. 

1796  ditto,  3s.  6d. 

1798  ditto,  ?s.  7d. 

1799  ditto,  on  2340I.  at  2s. 

Poor. — As  much  land  allotted  for  their  use  by  the  a£t, 

as  should  produce  36!.  a year,  to  be  distributed  to  poor 
persons  not  receiving  relief  or  alms ; which  has  been  ap- 
plied  in  the  purchase  of  coals : the  land  is  now  worth  50I. 
a year.  In  fuel,  they  are  not  deficient ; but  not  quite 
equal  to  the  former  privilege.  As  to  cottage  cow-keepers 
they  are  all  over:  many  before  the  enclosure,  but  the  al- 
lotments all  thrown  to  the  farms,  and  in  this  respedt  they  are 
much  worse  situated,  though  many  had  no  right,  and  paid 
when  the  common  was  driven.  Stredgit  has  a common, 
and  better.  But  take  the  poor  here  in  general,  employ- 
ment has  multiplied  ; so  much,  that  they  are  in  a better 
(condition;  better  fed,  and  better  clothed. 


POPULATION. 

Twenty-eight  years  before  the  enclosure. 


Baptisms. 

Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

»744 

? 

15 

- 6 

*754 

- 14 

- *3 

*745 

- 

16 

- 10 

1 755 

I I 

- IO 

1746 

T 

II 

- 23 

*756 

II 

- 8 

*747 

- 

1 1 

- *3 

1757 

- 14 

* *3 

1748 

- 

IO 

- 26 

1758 

- II 

- 1 1 

1749 

- 

10 

- 17 

1759 

* H 

- 10 

*75° 

- 

1 1 

- 9 

1760 

9 

- 7 

- 

J5 

- 5 

1761 

12 

- 21 

*75* 

T 

16 

- 3 

17(^2 

- 15 

- 12 

1 753 

* 

11 

- 9 

1763 

- 12 

- 10 

1764 
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1764 

Baptisms. 
- 10 

Burials. 
- IO 

1770 

Baptisms, 

12 

Burials. 

- 9 

*765 

- 16 

- 12  | 

1771 

l6 

- *3 

1766 

8 

1 1 

1772 

1 I 

- 6 

1767 

1768 

1769 

20 

10 

- 14 

- 12 
IO 

- 9 

366 

328 

Twenty-eight  years  since  the  enclosure. 


Baptisms.  Buriats. 

1 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

*773 

12 

1 1 

00 

OO 

- 

l6 

- IO 

*77.4 

- 

*3  - 

11 

1789 

- 

IO 

*775 

- 

10 

9 

1790 

- 

*5 

- 3 

1776 

- 

*3  - 

3 

1791 

• 

*7 

- 6 

*777 

- 

*5  * 

5 

1792 

- 

11 

- 7 

1778 

- 

18  - 

8 

>793 

- 

*4 

- 3 

*779 

- 

*5  - 

10 

*794 

16 

- 9 

1780 

■* 

17  - 

16 

*795 

- 

16 

- 4 

1781 

- 

16 

9 

1796 

- 

24 

- 9 

1782 

- 

12 

*3 

1797 

- 

9 

- 9 

*783 

- 

16 

23 

1798 

- 

12 

- 8 

1784 

- 

9 - 

8 

*799 

- 

16 

- 8 

*785 

- 

19  - 

*3 

1786 

- 

*3  - 

11 

396 

242 

*787 

-■ 

22 

7 

First  period. 

Baptisms 

- 

- 

- 

366 

1 

Burials 

■ 

► 

- 

328 

Increase 

• 

- 

- 

38 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

- 

- 

396 

Burials 

- 

■ 242 

Increase 

- 

*54 

FOULDEN. 
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FOULDEN. 


Baptisms  and  Burials  for  twenty  years. 


Baptisms.  Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials, 

1780 

5 - *3 

1790 

8 

- 6 

1781 

12  - 8 

1791 

8 

- 5 

1782 

- 10  - 9 

1792 

12 

- 7 

1783 

11  - 10 

1 793 

11  - 

- 7 

1784 

12  - 19 

1794 

10  - 

- 4 

**85 

14  - 6 

ms 

1 1 

- 4 

*786 

- l3  - 9 

1796 

1 1 

- 6 

1787 

6-3 

1797 

n 

- 6 

1788 

-21-6 

>— 

VI 

\D 

CO 

12  . 

- 4 

1789 

- 6 - 5 

1799 

- H 

- S 

no  88 

108 

54 

i 

First  period.  Baptisms 

_ 

m 

no 

Burials 

- 

88 

Increase 

* 

22 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

- 

_ 

>o3 

Burials 

- 

- 

54 

Increase 

• 

54 

Enumeration — 1782. 


Inhabitants 

367 

Houses 

- - 61 

Per  House 

• • 6 

Families 

• « 89 

Baptisms 
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Baptisms  and  Burials  for  seven  years, 

from  1780  to  1786  - - 77 74 

Average  - - ti 10 

One  in  33  born. 

One  in  36  dies. 


FRING. 

•* 


Baptisms.  Burials. 

•* 

Baptisms. 

Burials, 

1780 

- 3 - 1 

1790  -| 

1 7 

- J 

1781  * 

5 - S 

I79-T  - 

! 9 

- s 

1782 

7 - 4 

1792  - 

6 

t 

i783 

9 “ 5 

*793  - 

8 

- 

1784 

S - 3 

1794  - 

. 8 

- 3 

*785 

2 - 5 

*795  - 

4 

*■  a 

1786 

- 10-3 

1796  - 

4 

a 

1787 

3 - 6 

*797  - 

S 

1 

1788 

10-7 

1798  - 

8 

t 

nH 

-8-3 

>799  - 

7 

t 

62  42 

66 

89 

First  period.  Baptisms 

to 

62 

Burials 

- 

- 

42 

Increase 

to 

- 

20 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

• 

* 

66 

Burials 

- 

20 

Increase 

• 

a* 

*""46 

- 

%.* 

HARDING- 
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HARPING  HAM. 


The  register  so  kept,  or  rather  so  rotted  with  damp j 
and  the  entries  made  in  such  a scattered  topsy-turvy  man- 
ner, that  the  authority  not  too  good. 


Baptisms.  Burials. 

l 

Baptisms. 

Buriat*. 

1783  - 2 - 4 

1791  - 

IO 

- 10 

1784  12  - 2 

1792  - 

II 

- 4 

1785  7 - & 

1 793  - 

IO 

- 7 

1786  - 17  - 3 

1794  - 

16 

- 6 

1787  - 8-6 

1795  - 

IO 

- 4 

1 

w 

1 

00 

OO 

r*- 

** 

1796  - 

12 

- 3 

1789  - 10  - 3 

1797  - 

14 

- 8 

1790  - 10  - 8 

1798  - 

16 

- 6 

80  36 

99 

4S 

HARLESTON  AND 

REPENHALL, 

, 1789. 

Enumeratkn. — W idowers 

• 

14 

Married 

- 

357 

Unmarried 

• 

2S 

Widows 

. 

4t 

Children 

- 

499 

Servants  - 

- 

185 

Lodgers  - 

► 

223 

Total 

- 

J344 

Families 

- • 

240 

Dedu&,  as  living  in  separate  apartments 

in  same  house 

- 

9 

231 

Houses  being  tenements  - 235 

Nearly 


Digitized  by  Google 


O CO  Cai 


ii  i 

tNCLOSIlte. 

) 

Nearly  six  to  a family,  consisting  of 

Husbandmen 

38 

Mason 

Spinners  - 

26 

Surgeons 

3 

Carpenters 

8 

Groters 

• 4 

Farmers 

12 

Barbers 

- 3 

Painter  - 

t 

Knitter 

1 

Shoemakers 

is 

Thatchers 

- * 3 

Tailors 

8 

Heelmaker 

1 

Millwrights 

2 

Brickmaker 

- 1 

Blacksmiths 

5 

Brewer 

- 1 

Butchers 

5 

Ditto  Servants 

- 4 

Bakers 

6 

Midwife 

- i 

Schoolmasters  and  ") 

Currier  - 

- i 

Mistresses  S 

5 

Glaziers 

4 

Gentlemen  and  Gen--) 

Shop  general 

- 1 

tlewometl  5 

5 

Sawyer 

f 

Fruiterers 

2 

Brazier 

- 1 

Chaise-driver 

1 

Gelder 

1 

Sadlers 

3 

Woolcombers 

- 2 

Watchmaker 

1 

Milkwoman 

- 1 

Drapers 

2 

Nurse 

- 1 

Gardener 

1 

Ironer 

t 

Coopers 

2 

Bookseller 

1 

Weavers 

6 

Milliner 

1 

China  and  earthenware 

2 

Wheelwright 

- t 

Attornies 

3 

Mole-catcher 

- 1 

Publicans  - 

12 

Re&or 

t 

Ostlers 

2 

Clerk 

- i 

Whitesmith  * 

1 

Sundries 

4 

Breeches-makers 

2 

231 

Drovers 

2 

Hosier 

1/ 

Wortwell,  a hamlet, 

besides,  not  included. 

In 

. 

> 
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In  1798 — Men  between  15  and  60 

•• 

284 

Incapable  of  active 

service 

- 

27 

Men  above  60 ; women  and  children  1153 

’ t 

1464 

In  1789 

- 

1344 

Increase 

- 

120 

Cows 

119 

Oxen 

63 

Young  cattle 

129 

Sheep 

414 

Pigs 

475 

Riding  horses 

32 

Cart  ditto 

*39 

• w 

In  Wortwell,  in  1798 — Men 

• 

112 

Women 

98 

Children 

- 

124 

Harleston 

- 

- 

334 

1464 

Total 

- 

1798 

£■ 

s.  d. 

Rates. — Poor-rates,  in  Harlestonj 

, in  1780, 

461 

2 5 

Ditto,  in  1680 

- 

108 

5 10 

Increase  in  icxj  years 

- 

352 

16  7 

In  1783 

- 

542 

5 *0 

v| 

00 

f 

1 

- 

473 

x7  5 

• 

1 

OO 

IS 

H 

- 

454 

10  3 

In  1796 

- 

16  3 

1797 

- 

696  14 

1798  - 736  18  io| 

Midsummer  1799,  to  Midsummer  1800, 

8s.  5d.  in  the  pound. 

NORFOLK.]  . I REDEN- 
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REDENH  ALL,  WITH  HARLESTOW. 


Baptisms. 

Burials. 

1780.— Males, 

36 

1780  Males, 

24 

Females, 

28 

Females, 

23 

• 

-64 

—47 

1781. — Males, 

28 

Males, 

21 

Females, 

LO 

00 

Females, 

25 

-66 

—46 

1782. — Males, 

19 

Males, 

9 

Females, 

28 

Females, 

18 

—47 

—27 

1783. — Males, 

42 

Males, 

24 

Females, 

46 

Females, 

26 

—88 

—5° 

1784.— Males, 

21 

— — Males, 

19 

Females, 

21 

Females, 

21 

—42 

—40 

1785. — Males, 

26 

Males, 

22 

Females, 

29 

Females, 

25 

1 ' . •* 

—55 

—47 

Sj86. — Males, 

24 

Males, 

24 

Females, 

34 

Females, 

13  ' 

-58 

—37 

i787.-t-Males, 

— - - Males, 

14 

* r . Females, 

20 

Females 

10 

• • *•• 

—5* 

—24 

!788.— Males, 

4* 

Males, 

16 

Females, 

27 

Females, 

17 

> '• 

—68 

—33 

1789. — Males, 

27 

Males, 

*3 

Females, 

44 

Females, 

21 

A ' 

—7i 

—34 

it  ■; 

— 

■■ 

4 ' 

610 

385 

•'  » • \ 

. 

1790 
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Baptisms. 

Burials.  - 

1 

1790. — Males, 

. 25 

1790  Males, 

22 

Females, 

32 

Females, 

*7 

—57 

—39 

1791.— Males, 

38 

Males, 

zi 

Females, 

25 

Females, 

17 

—63 

-28 

1 79  2.— Males, 

4i 

Males, 

23 

Females, 

33 

Females, 

27 

—74 

—50 

1793. — Males, 

48 

Males, 

14 

Females, 

3° 

Females* 

10 

-78 

• . • ■ , 

—24 

1794.— Males, 

38 

Males, 

20 

Females, 

30 

Females, 

20 

—68 

—40 

1795. — Males, 

39 

Males, 

24 

Females, 

35 

Females, 

23 

—74 

—47 

1796. — Males, 

38 

— — Males, 

10 

Females, 

29 

Females, 

13 

—67 

—23 

1797. — Males, 

32 

Males, 

25 

Females, 

36 

Females, 

26 

—68 

— 51 

1798. — Males, 

36 

Males 

16 

Females, 

49 

Females, 

18 

-85 

—34 

1799. — Males, 

33 

Males, 

20 

Females, 

3° 

Females, 

21 

—63 

—41 

697 

377 

*— * 

1 2 

First 
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First  period.  Baptisms 

- 

- 

610 

Burials 

- 3gS 

Increase 

• 

- 

225 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

• 

- 

697 

Burials 

- 

- 

377 

Increase 

- 

- 

320 

THE  SEXES. 

Males  born.  Males  died. 

Males  born. 

Males  died. 

*7*o  .36-24 

1790 

- 25 

. 2 2 

1781  - 28  - 21 

1 79 1 

- 38 

. 1 1 

1782  .19-9 

1792 

- 4* 

- 23 

1783  - 42  24 

*793 

. 48 

- *4 

1784  21  - 19 

*794 

- 3« 

20 

X785  .26-22 

*795 

- 39 

- 24 

I786  .24-24 

1796 

- 38 

- 10 

1787  31  *4 

*797 

- 3* 

- 2S 

*788  - 41  - 16 

*798 

- 36 

16 

1789  - 27  *3 

*799 

- 33 

. 20 

295  186 

368 

*8  5 

Born 

• 

663 

. 

Died 

- 

37* 

Died  elsewhere 

292 

• 

1780 

# 
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Females  born.  Ditto  buried. 

Females  born. 

Ditto  buried. 

1780 

- 28  . 

*3 

*79° 

- 32 

- >7 

1781 

- 38  - 

1791 

- 25 

- >7 

1782 

- 28  - 

18 

1792 

* 33 

- *7 

'7«3 

- 46  - 

26 

*793 

- 30 

- to 

1784 

- 21 

21 

>794 

* 30 

20 

1785 

- 29 

2 5 

>799 

- 35 

- 23 

1786 

- 34  - 

>3 

1796 

- 29 

- *3 

1787 

20 

10 

>797 

- 36 

- 26 

1788 

- 27 

*7 

1798 

- 49 

- 18 

I7S9 

- 44  - 

21 

>799 

- 30 

21 

3>5 

199 

329 

192 

Born 

- 

> 

644 

Buried 

- 

- 

39* 

Ditto  elsewhere 

- 

253 

Men  born 

663 

Died  elsewhere 

29a 

Women  ditto 

644 

Women  ditto 

t 

‘ 2 S3 

Excess  of  men 

19 

Excess 

• 

39 

■ 

■ ■■ 

The  number  of  people  in  1798,  being  1798;  and  the 
average  of  ten  years  baptisms  69.  There  is  born  annual- 
ly one  in  26 ; and  the  average  burials  being  37,  there 
dies  annually  one  in  47. 


1 3 


HARPtEY. 
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HARPLEY. 


Baptisms.  Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

1780 

- I 1 - - 11 

1790 

- JO  - 

3 

*781 

1 

1 

0\ 

1791 

8 

- 5 

1782 

.10  to 

1792 

- >3 

- 9 

*783 

4 - »4 

*793 

- 1 3 

- 2 

1784 

6 - r 2 

*794 

- *3 

- 5 

1785 

- 11  - 9 

*795 

. 1 1 

- 5 

1786 

5 - 3 

1796 

9 

4 

1787 

It  - 11 

*797 

- «4 

1 

17S8 

.10-8 

1798 

- >3 

- 4 

1789 

S * 5 

1799 

. 1 1 

4 

N 

80  89 

42 

First  period.  Burials 

- 

- 

89 

Baptisms 

- - 

. . • - 

80 

Decrease 

r . 

•* 

9 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

f. 

r 

"S 

• 

Burials 

i • i *.* 

1 .■ 

. . ..• J 

42 

- 

Increase 

■ 1 

- 

73 

This  parish  joins  Massingham  ; and  offers  in  thelast  ten 
years  a complete  contrast  to  it. 

HETHERSET,  J798. 

Quantity. — About  480  acres  of  common  ; good  land  ; 
and  a!x>ut  270  of  open  field  arable : let  very  high  in  small 
parcels. 

Rent. — The  whole  parish,  of  2100  acres,  improved 
about  5s.  an  acre : tiie  common  is  at  20s.  and  to  25s. 

Sheep. — Decreased.  Many  were  kept;  but  many  rotted. 

Cows, — And  cattle  will  be  increased : the  common  was 
so  fed  with  sheep,  that  cows  could  get  nothing.  The  poor 
now  keep  some. 

* Corn. 
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Corn. — Immensely  increased. 

Course. — In  1800  broke  up  and  dibbled  with  oats  and 
pease;  but  moderate  crops;  and  turnips  after  oats;  and 
wlieat  after  pease.  Those  who  scaled  shallow,  had  very 
bad  crops : one  who  ploughed  deeper,  a very  tolerable 
one. 

Poor. — There  were  fifty  or  sixty  small  allotments. 
Only  one  has  been  sold.  T wenty  guineas  for  half  an  acre  t 
and  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  measure.  Au  allotment  was 
made  for  the  poor’s  fuel,  let  at  50s.  an  acre,  34I.  10s.  a 
year,  including  a public-house  at  14I. 

Expenses. — These  were  very  heavy  ; amounting  to  61. 
an  acre,  on  the  common  allotments,  free  from  all  ex- 
changes (2700I.) ; which  were  numerous,  and  for  which 
the  charge  was  25s.  for  each  piece,  whether  great  or  small. 

Rates. — Were  on  an  average,  before  the  scarcity, 5s.  in 
the  pound.  In  the  scarcity  10s. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

POPULATION. 


Baptisms. 

Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

1783*  - 

to 

- J5 

1790  - 

20 

- 7 

1784  - 

28 

- 7 

1791  - 

20 

- 9 

*785  - 

>5 

- 14 

1792  - 

19 

- H 

M 

VI 

00 

1 

24 

- 12 

1 793  - 

23 

- 10 

*7  7 - 

2S 

- 14 

1794  - 

17 

- n 

1788  - 

24 

- *7 

*795  - 

18 

11 

1789  - 

24 

- 7 

1796  - 

21 

- 5 

*5° 

86 

*797  - 

1798  ■» 

22 

23 

rv  <s 
i 1 

Average 

21 

12 

1 799  ' 

J7 

- 9 

200 

95 

Average 

20 

9 

— 

— 

* I could  Dot  see  the  preceding,  Mr.  Edwauds  being  absent. 

1 4 First 
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First  period,  adding  two  years  at  the  average : 


Baptisms 

192 

Burials 

no 

Increase 

82 

Second  period.  Baptisms 

. . - 200 

Burials 

* 95 

Increase 

1 ^ 

° 

1 M 
• 

• 

1 

HEVENINGHAM,  1 799. 

Quantity. — In  Heveninghara  1553  acres  of  arable  and 
meadow,  and  1000  acres  of  common. 

Rent. — Better  than  800I.  on  the  old  rate.  Valuation 
1024I.  Tithes  212I. 

Corn. — Will  be  considerably  increased.  Four  hundred 
acres  will  yield  good  barley  and  wheat. 

Sheep. — Will  be  increased  considerably.  Six  hundred 
acres  will  be  turned  into  sheep-walk.  Some  so  light  they 
would  be  otherwise  unprofitable. 

Cows. — Will  not  probably  be  increased. 

Poor. — They  had  allotments  to  common-right  houses. 
The  poor  that  had  no  rights,  have  no  benefit.  Others  will 
be  benefited  in  proportion  to  their  properties.  The  com- 
mon was  the  source  of  all  sorts  of  immorality,  poaching, 
smuggling,  &c.  &c. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject  to  tithe. 

Rates. — The  Norwich  manufactories  are  here  both 
spinning  and  weaving,  and  shawls.  The  poor  complain 
that  they  are  forced  to  lay  out  half  their  earnings  with  those 
at  Norwich,  who  supply  them  with  work. — For  further 
particulars  see  the  Chapter  on  Poor  Rates. 


Population. 
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Population. — In  1760, 

Men  - - 110 

Women  - 121 

Under  16  years  - 175 

406 


In  the  year 


Males  | 

Females  ^ 
Widowers 


Married  - 
Unmarried  - 
Married 
Unmarried 


Widows 


Males  under  20  years 
Females  under  20  years 


- 

1787 

l79r  1 795 

1796 

- 

90 

93  101 

1 12 

* 

35 

45  38 

32 

90 

93  IOJ 

112 

- 

37 

38  43 

26 

•- 

8 

6 12 

7 

- 

12 

8 17 

12 

- 

128 

1 13  121 

140 

- 

91 

116  126 

126 

49 1 

512  559^ 

S6  7 

Increase  from  60  to  85,  average  increase 

of  nine  years  - 28J 

Increase  from  1787  to  1796  - - 76 


'Additional  increase  in  the  last  nine  years  - 47!  ' 


1780 

Baptisms, 
a 22 

1781 

. 18 

1782 

9 

i783 

- 16 

*784 

- *4* 

1785 

- 18 

1786 

- - 24 

1787 

16 

1788 

- “*7 

1789 

- <9 

1 73 

Burials. 

18 

1790 

9 

1 79 1 

»4 

1792 

6 

1 793 

12 

U94 

16 

1795 

1 1 

1796 

1 1 

1797 

6 

1798 

7 

1 799 

no 


Bjptisms,  Buriats. 


10  - 13 

n . 7 

*1  . 9 

21  - 5 

20-7 
19  . 14 

17  - to 

23  . 6 

26  - iS 

. 18  . 9 

196  98 


First 
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First  period.  Baptisms  - - ” *73 

Burials  - - - 110 

Increase  - - 63 

Second  period.  Baptisms  - - - 196 

Burials  - - 9^ 

Increase  - - - 98 

Population  in  1795  - - " 559 

Average  baptisms  from  1790  to  1799  - *9 


One  in  29  therefore  born  annually. 

Average  burials  in  the  same  period,  ten. 

One  in  55  dies  annually. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Alderson,  the  Reftor,  has  great 
merit  for  the  regular  manner  in  which  this  register  is  kept, 
and  the  people  numbered. 


January  i,  «8oo. 


Males  j 

r Married 

114 

L Unmarried 

39 

Females  < 

f Married 

114 

L Unmarried 

44 

"Widowers 

- 

7 

Widows 

- 

14 

Males  under  20  years 

- . 118 

Females  ditto 

*45 

' 4 

595 

January- 
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January  i,  i8or. 


Males  married 

“3 

Females  ditto 

“3 

Males  unmarried,  above  20  years 

3® 

Females  ditto 

3* 

Males  under  20,  and  above  14 

26 

Females  ditto 

34 

«•  Males  under  14 

104 

Females  ditto 

132 

Widowers 

8 

Widows 

*9 

610 

January  I,  1802. 

Males  married 

109 

Females  ditto 

109 

Males  unmarried,  above  20  years 

40 

Females  ditto 

48 

Males  between  14  and  20 

18 

Females  ditto 

22 

Males  under  14 

1 *3 

Females  ditto, 

121 

Widowers 

7 

W idows 

1 1 

» 

598 

The  decrease  has  been  occasioned  by  the  enclosure  of 

the  common,  which  has  lessened  the  temptation  to  getting 

settlements  in  the  parish  : poor-rates  had  1 

risen  to  such  a 

height,  that  this  parish,  Buxton,  and  Marsham,  have 

united 
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united  for  building  a work-house,  under  Mr.  Gilbert's 
a<5f,  which  has  carried  off  some  to  settle  elsewhere. 

['Foods. — Memorandum  in  possession  of  Rob.  Mars- 
ham,  Esq.  of  Stratton  Strawless,  made  by  Mr.  PlOMB- 
stead,  Reflor  of  Heveningham : it  appears  that  the 
Spanish  chesnut,  now  standing  in  the  church-yard,  was 
planted  in  1610. 


It  girted  in 

1742  - 

12  feet 

7 inches. 

1778  - 

14 

81 

1782  - 

*5 

0! 

I measured  it  in 

1802  - 

!5 

1 1 

All  the  measures  were  takeu  at  the  same  place,  four 
feet  ii£  inches  from  the  ground,  on  one  side;  and  four 
feet  four  inches  on  the  other.  There  are  knots  at  five 
feet. 


HEACHAM. — ENCLOSED  1780. 

Quantity. — Three  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  acres,  of  which  400  salt-marsh ; now  worth  about 
5s- 

Rent. — Now  above  15s.  (deducing  marsh)  an  acre, 
which  is  more  than  double  what  it  was  before  the  en- 
closure. 

Soil. — Fine  loamy,  sand,  on  marie,  or  a chalky  bottom. 

Course. — Before  the  enclosure  they  were  in  no  regular 
shifts,  and  the  field  badly  managed ; now  in  regular  five 
shift  Norfolk  management. 

Corn. — The  produce  of  corn  is  increased  by  the  enclo- 
sure very  considerably. 

Sheep. — More  and  larger  sheep  are  kept,  and  the  crop  of 
wool  more  considerable. 

Cows. — More  cows  arc  kept;  for  the  common  was  not 
divided,  only  stinted  by  the  adl. 

Tithe. 
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Tithe. — Remains  subjefl. 

Rates. — Of  late  years  is.  9c!.  to  2s.  in  the  pound. 

Expenses. — 1 1 74I. 

Poor. — There  are  fifty-five  commonable  right-houses, 
of  which  none  belonged  to  poor  people ; but  many  to  lit- 
tle tradesmen  and  small  occupiers.  The  really  poor  and 
distressed  people  had  no  stock  on  the  fields  or  common,  fur- 
ther than  geese,  and  could  suffer  by  the  enclosure  to  no 
other  amount ; abundantly  made  up  to  them  by  an  ampler 
and  better  paid  employment.  The  common-rights  them- 
selves were  worth  very  little  before  the  enclosure,  which 
gave  two  head  of  large  cattle  per  right  to  feed  on  the  com- 
mon of  209  acres.  As  to  tuel,  the  poor  had  no  right  to  cut 
flag,  &c.  on  the  common  before,  nor  of  course  since: 
they  burn  coals,  supplied  by  the  parish.  To  the  common- 
right  houses  were  assigned  for  each  right,  two  acres  of 
middling  land,  or  one  and  half  of  good,  for  open  field 
shackage  and  feeding ; the  right  to  the  stinted  common 
remaining:  there  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  little  and  very 
comfortable  proprietors  and  renters  of  small  plots,  from 
two  to  ten  acres  ; who  have  cows  and  some  corn,  and 
what  they  like  to  cultivate.  A remarkable  instance,  and 
I cordially  wish  it  was  universal.  Most  of  them  have  two 
cows ; some  more. 

Population. — This  register,  like  that  of  Snettisham,  kept 
previous  to  1784  so  ill,  with  such  a gap  of  years,  as  to  be 
useless. 


1780 
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' 1780 

Baptiimt. 
. 19 

1781 

8 

1782 

• >6 

*783 

- *5 

1784 

- >7 

1785 

- *4 

1786 

. 22 

00 

IN 

M 

. 18 

1788 

- *7 

*789 

. 18 

164 

Burials. 

18 

1790 

5 

*79* 

21 

1792 

10 

*793 

* 5 

1794 

20 

*793 

H 

1796 

*7 

*797 

12 

1798 

1 1 

*799 

*43 

Baptisms.  Burials. 


*9 

9 

*9 

1 1 

1% 

8 

28 

16 

*9 

16 

*9 

*3 

*7 

16 

*7 

9 

*5 

*5 

*9 

i5 

*94 

*39 

- ■ 1 ■ 

- 

164 

*43 

- 

21 

- 

*94 

- 

*39 

«• 

55 

1769. 


First  period.  Baptisms 
Burials 

Increase 

% 

Second  period.  Baptisms 
Burials 

Increase 

HILLBOROUGH. — ACT  PASSED 

Soil. — Sand : some  mixed  land. 

Quantity, — The  parish  contains  3020  acres:  of  which 
420  commons. 


Rent. — In  1791  the  parish  was  valued. 


1. — 572  Acres 

£-272 

2 — 535 

250 

3—356 

* *7 

4—244 

120 

5—407 

190 

6 — 99 

80 

Farms 
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Farms — No  7 

— 109  Acres 

£.  30  Rent 

8. 

- 54 

50 

9- 

- 90 

5° 

10. 

—100 

40 

11. 

- 36 

3° 

270a 

1229 

Sundries 

Z! 

7* 

3020 

£•>300 

Tithe. — Glebes,  &c.  300I. 

Corn. — Produce  greatly  increased. 

Sheep. — The  number  lessened : before  the  enclosure 
there  was  a large  flock  of  ewes  for  folding ; now  they 
buy  artd  sell  for  fatting;  under  1000. 

Cows. — Lessened  ; there  are  not  above  60  at  present ; 
some  few  cottagers  have  ten  or  twelve  among  them. 

Rates. — For  three  or  four  years  past,  average  3s.  in  the 
pound.  In  1800,  6s. 

Poor. — T wentv  acres  were  direfted  by  the  aft  to  be  sown 
with  whins ; and  six  others  for  turf  and  whins,  and  feed- 
ing their  cows ; but  the  crop  of  whins  was  so  badly  sown 
or  managed,  that  the  produce  is  trifling;  and  the  people 
suffered. 

Population. — Baptisms,  See.  for  thirty  years  before  the 
enclosure. 


Baptisms. 

Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials. 

1740 

5 

I 

1747 

7 

- 4 

1741 

5 

- 5 

1748 

3 

2 

174a 

5 

- 9 

1749 

6 

- 4 

*743 

10 

- 5 

1750 

6 

- 6 

1744 

8 

1 

*75* 

3 

- 4 

*74  5 

7 

- 7 

1752 

9 

- 8 

1746 

6 

- 7 

1753 

2 

- 4 

*754 
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Baptisms.  Burials. 

Baptisms. 

Burials-. 

*754 

- 

5 - 

1 

1764 

- 

3 

- 

8 

*755 

- 

5 - 

3 

*765 

- 

7 

7 

*756 

- 

9 - 

4 

1766 

11 

- 

7 

*757 

- 

4 - 

7 

1767 

- 

9 

- 

6 

*758 

- 

4 - 

3 

1768 

- 

12 

- 

3 

*759 

- 

5 - 

3 

1769 

- 

7 

- 

2 

1760 

- 

4 - 

2 

— 

1761 

- 

4 - 

4 

186 

136 

1762 

- 

5 - 

6 

*763 

- 

to 

3 

Thirty  years  since  the  enclosure. 

Baptisms.  Burials.  1 

Baptisms. 

Buriats. 

*77° 

- 

8 - 

6 

1786 

- 

6 

- 

2 

1771 

* 

1 1 

4 

1787 

- 

12 

- 

3 

1772 

18  - 

6 

1788 

- 

10 

- 

7 

*773 

- 

10 

6 

1789 

10 

- 

5 

*774 

- 

*3  - 

6 

*79° 

- 

*4 

- 

6 

*775 

- 

'3  - 

16 

1791 

- 

9 

- 

10 

1776 

- 

12 

4 

1792 

- 

8 

- 

7 

*777 

- 

*3  * 

9 

*793 

- 

*4 

- 

9 

1778 

- 

'IO 

4 

*794 

7 

9 

*779 

- 

10 

7 

*795 

10 

- 

2 

M 

•*4 

OO 

O 

- 

12 

7 

1796 

- 

*3 

- 

9 

1781 

- 

6 - 

*5 

*797 

- 

9 

- 

X 

M 

SJ 

OO 

- 

8 - 

10 

1798 

- 

*4 

- 

7 

*7^3 

- 

10 

6 

*799 

- 

*3 

* 

6 

1784 

• 

9 - 

8 

*785 

- 

8 

4 

32° 

* 

201 

First  period.  Baptisms 

- 

- 

186 

Burials 

- 

- 

- 

*36 

• 

Increase 

5° 

Second 
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Second  period.  Baptisms  ...  322 

Burials  - - - 199 

Increase  - ' - - 123 


In  1792  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Re&or  (brother 
of  the  ever-celebrated  Admiral  Lord  Nelson), numbered 
the  inhabitants. 

Males  - - 132 

Females  - - 163 


3*5 

Baptisms  and  Burials  in  seven  years, 

from  1786  to  1793  - - 83 49 

Average  per  annum  - - 12 7 

One  in  26  born.  One  in  45  dies. 

That  year  the  parish  was  inoculated,  and  of  98  chil- 
dren and  17  adults,  not  one  died.  In  1800  there  was 
another  inoculation,  and  of  91,  none  died. 

GREAT  HOCKHAM. — ENCLOSED  1795. 

Quantity. — Abour  1000  acres  of  common,  and  some 
open  field  arable. 

Rent.— About  7s.  valuation:  some  will  let  at  18s. 

Corn. — Much  left  in  grass  for  sheep-walk,  perhaps 
half.  But  corn  greatly  increased.  . 

Sheep. — Increased. 

Cows. — Not  increased;  nor  much  decreased. 

Poor. — Have  an  allotment  of  40  acres  ; 20  acres  of 
flags  and  20  of  furze.  Some  kept  cows,  and  so  they  do 
now  on  their  allotments. 

Tithe. — Land  allotted. 

- Rates. — About  5s.  in  the  pound. 


NORFOLK.]  K 


HOLM 
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HOLM  HALE, 

Hasan  inter-comrfionage  with  Neel  on  and  West  Braden- 
ham  ; there  are  in  the  three  commons  IOOO  acres:  Hale 
has  300;  Bradenham  200 ; and  Netflon  500.  The  soil  in 
the  low  commons  on  a gravel  bottom,  with  good  loam  sur- 
face, but  for  want  of  draining,  is  much  injured  by  water 
in  the  winter.  Hale  has  36  common  rights,  which  would 
sell  now  for  gol.  each.  They  turnon  what  horses  and  cows, 
and  geese  they  please,  hut  no  steers,  sheep  or  hogs.  There 
is  not  one  cottager  that  has  a right  of  his  own ; all  farmers 
and  tradesmen.  Some  so  low  as  5I.  or  61.  a year.  All 
have  a right  to  cut  flags.  Tire  same  nearly  occurs  at  Hale 
and  Bradenham ; it  is  a great  injury  to  the  common,  and 
if  it  continues  long,  will  render  it  hardly  worth  enclosing. 
The  cattle  are  all  turned  on  by  the  propiietors,  and  not 
by  the  cottagers  to  whom  the  houses  are  let : they  have 
not  a cow  in  the  town  ; but  keep  geese,  and  cut  flags. 

Sheep. — Very  few  sheep  kept ; many  bullocks  grazed. 

Cows. — Not  200  cow's  in  the  parisl^. 

Land. — About  half  grass  and  half  arable. 

* 

NECTOK. 


The  above  unenclosed  common  of  1000  aefes,  with 


Bradenham  and  Hale. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

246 

Burials 

- 

158 

Increase 

- 

h 

• 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

- 

223 

Burials 

- 

- 140 

Increase  • 

m 

Baptisms 
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13! 

Population  of  Holm  Hale. 

Baptisms  from  178010  » ^89 

r 

129 

Burials  - - 

Jl 

Increa^ 

Baptisms  from  1790101799 

122 

Burials  - - 

48 

* 

Increase 

74 

These  parishes  enjoying  the  right  of  commonage 

over 

IOOO  acres  of  good  land,  and  joining  Ashill, 

whose 

com- 

mons  arc  enclosed ; 1 was  solicitous  to  compare  the  results; 

and  it  is  to  he  noted,  that  for  the  last  ten  years,  the 

poor 

in  the  two  former  have  been  permitted  to 

pare  turf  for 

fuel,  before  which  time  they  only  cut  whins. 

\ 

Baptisms.  Increase. 

First  period.  Nedlon 

246 

88 

Hale 

119 

34 

365 

j 22 

Avfcrage  of  the  two 

182 

61 

Second  period.  Nedton 

223 

~3 

Hide 

1 22 

74 

345 

’57 

Average  of  the. two 

J72 

78 

' First  period 

182 

61 

Second  ditto  - - 

172 

78 

35+ 

*39 

Average  of  the  Uvo 

10 

l7 

Baptisms  in  the  second  period  less  hy  ten. 

Increase  in  the  second  period,  more  by  seventeen. 

K * 

Ashill 

% 
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Ashill — IO  years : two-thirds  of  the  ' 

Bap. 

\ 

Bur. 

Inc. 

period  of  15  years  before  enclosing  . 

^30 

99 

32 

Ditto  of  that  since 

172 

86 

86 

Superiority  of  the  last 

42 

J3 

54 

With  commons  open  at  Hale  and  Nedlon,  baptisms 
have  diminished. 


With  commons  enclosed  at  Ashill,  they  have  increased 
considerably. 

With  commons  open,  the  increase,  that  is,  the  superio- 
rity of  baptisms  to  burials,  equals  one-tenth  of  the  bap- 
tisms. 

With  commons  enclosed,  this  increase  equals  one-third. 

KEMNINGHALL,  1 799- 

£>uantity. — About  1000,  or  1200  acres  of  common  : 
2500  in  all  the  parish. 

JRent. — Will  be  18s.  an  acre. 

Corn. — Will  be  all  under  corn. 

Sheep  — Will  be  decreased  much. 

Cows. — Will  be  increased. 

Rates. — About  5s. 

The  little  commoners,  as  the  common  laid  at  a distance, 
complained  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  sell  their  allot- 
ments: Mr.  Gooch  proposed  that  the  whole  parish 
should  be  included  in  the  adl  for  exchanges,  to  lay  every 
man’s  ground  near  his  house ; they  consented,  and  done 
to  general  satisfadlion. 

KETTER1NGHAM. 

Baptisms.  Burials. 

Twenty-nine  years,  front  1700  to  1728  - 118  92 

Twenty-nine  years,  from  1729  to  1757  - 89  74 

Twenty-nine  years,  from  1758  to  1786  - 10a  62 

Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants  in  1787  - - 166 

Houses  charged  to  window  tax  - 20 

Fourteen  single,  five  double,  one  triple. 

Acres  - - 1200 

Pasture  - * 200 

Wood  - - 150 


Soil,  from  sandy  loam  to  wet  clay. 

Rent. — 12s.  6d. 

Wheat. — 175  to  200  acres;  one  half  dibbled. 

Course  - 1.  Turnips, 

2.  Barley, 

3.  Clover, 

4.  Wheat. 

LANGLEY. — ENCLOSED  l800. 

Quantity, — Five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  low  com- 
mon ; none  of  it  for  the  plough  ; no  open  field. 

Rent. — Quality  price  7s.  an  acre.  It  yielded  no  rent 
before.  Before  enclosing,  the  people  were  told  that  to  200I. 
a year,  iol.  for  common  would  be  given  ; and  they  agreed, 
that  if  they  continued  at  their  old  rent,  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  common,  for  they  valued  their  rights' 
at  nothing.  Rent  now  12s. 

Corn. — No  increase. 

Cattle. — Six  times  as  many  as  ever.  Three  hundred 
may  be  kept,  instead  of  40. 

Sheep. — None  before  or  since. 

Poor. — There  were  24  cottagers;  40  acres  allotted  to 
the  commoners  for  firing,  in  regular  cuttings:  a very  good 
improvement  for  them,  as  it  is  under  diretflion  by  the  adt. 
They  used  to  beg  for  straw,  &c.and  often  lost  their  cows ; 
and  went  begging  to  get  others  ; deriving  very  Ijjile  bene- 
fit. Sir  T.  Beauchamp,  the  landloid,  has  agreed  also 
to  mark  out  some  lots  of  marsh  land  for  such  as  can  keep 
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cows,  by  which  means  they  will  be?  in  much  easier 
circurhstances;  and  all  tenants  to  himself;  none  pay 
more  than  2I.  2s.  rent  for  their  cottage:  nof  are  they 
charged  with  any  expense  of  the  acl  or  enclosing,  if  their 
rents  did  not  exceed  5I.  befoie  the  enclosure. 

In  examining  this  enclosure,  Mr.  BuktoN  pointed  out 
many  cottages,  with  good  gardens  annexed,  and  various 
small  grass  tields  enclosed,  to  all  who  kept  cows;  Sir  T. 
Beauchamp’s  orders  being  at  all  times  to  furnish  land 
to  such  as  are  able  to  get  a cow.  They  have  each  a 
piece  near  the  river,  assigned  for  mowing  fodder  for  their 
cows — too  mu,h  cannot  be  said  in  favour  of  that  system. 

J • 

EAST  LEXHAM  AND  GREAT  DUNHAM. ENCLOSED 

179.5- 

Shtahtity.— 2500  acres  in  the  two  parishes.  Whole 
year  and  half  year  land. 

500  common 

3000  in  all. 

Rent. — Before  enclosing,  Dunham  14s.  or  15s.  and 
Lexham  10s.  Qiiaiuy  price,  Dunham  18s.  Lexliam  14s. 

Course. — Five  shilts.  Now  the  same  in  Dunham.  Corn 
after  wheat. 

Corn. — Greatly  more. 

Sheep — Increased. 

Cows. — Diminished  for  many  small  proprietors;  there 
were  51  rights. 

Improvement. — Clay  and  draining. 

Tithe. — Remains  subjeil. 

Expenses. — Two  thousand  (wo  hundred  pounds,  includ- 
ing every  thing. 

Poor. — Twelve  pounds  a year  allowed  for  fuel  ; an  al- 
lotment ploughed,  and  sowed  with  whin  seeds : part  let. 
Employment  much  increased. 

1 LYTCHAM, 
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LYTCHAM. — ENCLOSED  1758. 

Quantity. — Above  1700  acres  half  year  land. 


farms. — No.  x. 

- 

1009 

No.  2. 

<• 

2 CO 

*{«.  3* 

- 

3°9 

No.  4. 

- 

too 

No.  5. 

100 

1700 

Besides  some  smaller.  < 

Poor. — The  commons,  except  a small  one  given  in  lieu 
of  sheep  shackage,  were  not  enclosed,  but  left  as  they 
were.  They  are  fed  by  tradesmen  and  small  occupiers, 
but  not  by  the  poor,  whose  chief  benefit  is  fuel. 

Population. — Forty-two  years  before  the  enclosure. 
Baptisms  in  42  years  before  the  enclosure  - 367 

Burials  ...  328 


Increase 

Baptisms  in  42  years  since  the  enclosure 
Burials 


39 

523 

326 


Increase 


197 


LCDHAM. 

The  commons  were  enclosed  in  1801  : all  cottagers 
that  claimed,  had  allotments ; and  one  for  fuel  to  the 
whole ; but  the  cottages  did  not  belong  to  the  poor ; the 
allotments  in  general  went  to  the  larger  proprietors,  and  the 
poor  consequently  were  left,  in  this  respe£t,  destitute:  many 
cows  were  kept  before,  few  now.  All  the  poor  very  much 
against  the  measure. 

K 4 Mr. 
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Mr.  Cubit,  ofCatfield,  thinks,  that  where  enclosing 
has  converted  land  to  arable,  the  poor  get  as  much  by 
gleaning  as  they  did  by  the  common : the  high  price  of 
cattle  has  lessened  the  number  of  their  cows:  geese  and 
fuel  have  been  of  late  their  chief  advantage ; nor  does  he 
remark,  that  those  who  support  themselves  by  commons, 
are  richer,  or  better  off  than  others  depending  on  the  labour 
of  the  farmers. 

MARHAM. — ENCLOSED  I793. 

Quantity.— Near  4000  acres  in  the  parish;  1000  turf 
and  fen  ; not  500  acres  of  old  enclosures. 

Rent. — Before  the  enclosure,  between  1 tool,  and  1200I. ; 
now  twice  as  much. 

Corn. — Very  greatly  increased. 

Coivs. — Lessened  considerably  ; for  there  w-ere  many 
renters  of  1 ol.  12I.  or  15I.  a year,  who  loaded  the  com- 
mons with  cattle. 

Sheep. — As  many  now’  as  before. 

Poor. — An  allotment  of  205  acres  of  turf  moor  for  fuel, 
and  feeding  cows,  8cc.  for  which  they  pay,  as  a regula- 
tion, 2s.  per  annum  for  a cow,  and  3s.  for  a mare  ; and 
in  this  manner  30  are  supported  better  than  they  were 
before  the  enclosure.  This  measure  has  been  50  favourable 
that  tlte  poor  have  not  suffered  at  all. 

Rates. — Before  the  enclosure  they  were  from  is.  to  2s. 
Since,  6d.  to  8d. ; except  the  late  scarcity,  in  which  3s. 

Improvement. — In  the  Fen  the  improvement  has  been 
very  great,  by  means  of  paring  and  burning  ; upon  which 
they  sow  cole  for  sheep  feed ; but  some  have  seeded  it. 
Then  oats,  producing  10  to  14  combs  per  acre:  after 
this,  some  have  sown  wheat ; and  others  gone  on  with  two 
or  three  more  crops  of  oats,  and  have,  by  over  cropping, 
Jiurt  the  land,  and  done  themselves  no  good.  The  fen  soil 
is  not  good  and  solid,  but  rather  loose  and  frothy. 

Much 
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Much  of  the  upland  is  on  a chalk  bottom,  on  which  sain- 
foin has  been  tried:  Mr.  W inearls  says  it  has  not  an- 
swered; if  forced  by  manuring,  the  same  efforts  would 
make  the  land  produce  corn. 

Expenses  — 2870I. 

MARSHf-AND,  SMEETH,  AND  KEN. 

The  a£l  passed  about  seven  years  ago,  for  the  drainage 
of  the  Fen,  and  the  division  and  allotment  of  both. 

A.  R.  p. 

The  Smeeth  common  - 1585  x o 

The  Fen  r - 4757  3 o 

6343  o o 

Belonging  to  528  common-rights.  Besides  this,  there 
were  drained,  also  of  private  property  belonging  to 


A. 

R. 

p. 

General  Brown 

592 

I 

10 

Mrs.  Patrick 

40 

O 

0 

Mrs.  Allen 

28 

3 

17 

Dr.  Horne 

*5 

2 

24 

Mr.  Hardy,  &cc. 

1 1 

2 

0 

688 

1 

11 

And  in  another  Fen,  Well-Moor: 

Acres. 

Mr.  Town  ley  - - 163 

Mr.  Hovvel  - "73 

* — — 

236 

The  Lords  of  Manors  had  one-twentieth,  and  die  cler- 
gy half  tithe,  or  2s.  6d.  an  acre  for  five  years : then  sub- 
ject to  tithe.  . 

There 
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£.  S.  d. 

There  has  been  raised  by  the  Commis- 
sioners - - 29,000  o o 

Audit  will  demand  iol.  a right  more,  or  5,280  o o 

£.34,280  o o 

Sixty-five  pound  a right  in  all  5 55I.  a right  for  drain- 
age ; and  iol.  for  a<3,  Commissioners,  &c. 

• For  each  right  the  allotment  in  the  Fen  is  from  12  to 
15  acres,  in  the  distant  and  lower  part;  and  for  a mile 
and  a half  from  the  mill ; and  on  rite  Smeeth,  from  2| 
to  3. 

Some  of  the  latter  has  sold  for  50I.  an  acre  ; and  much 
would  sell  for  70I.  and  even  more.  Rights  sold  three  or 
four  years  ago,  from  iool.  to  125I.  each. 

The  Smeeth  would,  under  the  hammer,  let  at  3I.  an  acre  ; 
and  the  Fen,  at  253.  . 

This  great  tradt  of  land  was,  in  its  former  state,  worth 
little:  the  Fen  not  above  is.  an  acre  in  reed,  being  two  or 
three  feet  deep  under  water;  the  Smeeth  was  often  under 
water,  in  parts  to  the  amount  of  half;  and  then  at  the  Mid- 
summer after  rotted  the  sheep  that  fed  it. 

The  fiist  crop  taken  on  the  Smeeth,  a strong  clay  soil 
on  silt,  has  been  chiefly  mustard  ; the  crops  great  (see  that 
article)  ; wheat  by  some  ; and  oats  by  others : the  last 
■were  great  crops,  of  16  or  18  coombs  an  acre  ; and  would 
have  been  20,  or  more;  but  the  bulk  of  straw  too  great. 
I found  the  country  in  a blaze,  burning  the  oat  stubbles, 
to  sow  cole  for  seed,  about  Michaelmas,  on  one  earth. 

Above  30,000!.  a year  is  added  to  the  produce  of  the 
kingdom,  by  this  most  beneficial  undertaking. 

The  poor  people  who  turned  cows,  geese,  and  ducks  upon 
the  common,  without  possessing  rights,  have  suffered,  as 

in 
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in  so  many  other  cases ; and  ir  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
some  compensation  is  not  in  all  such  cases  provided  by 
the  a£t.  There  cannot  be  a doubt,  that  the  immense  sys- 
tem of  labour  created,  is  worth  far  more  than  such  prac- 
tices ; still  many  individuals  a c injured,  and  without  any 
absolute  necessity  for  being  so. 

Mr.  Coe,  of  Islington,  is  one  of  the  greatest  undertakers 
in  the  cultivation  of  this  Fen : he  has  4OO  acres  of  it,  and 
lias  already  cultivated  the  whole  of  that  tratfk.  His  method 
has  been  to  pare  and  burn,  at  30s.  an  acre  for  some  ; but 
paid  too  much;  now  21s.  an  acre  paring,  and  6s.  burning. 
But  after  this  operation  he  found  it  too  soft  and  rotten  to 
go  on  with  horses ; he  therefore  breast-ploughed,  and 
sowed  cole  seed  ; the  crop  very  great,  but  killed  by  the 
frost:  he  then  breast-ploughed  again,  and  sowed  oats; 
both  these  ploughings  at  21s.  an  acre:  the  crop  from  15 
to  18  combs  an  acre;  lie  intends  on  40  acres  of  this 
stubble  to  sow  rye-gra$s  to  feed,  that  the  land  may  he 
trodden,  and  consolidated : on  the  rest  he  will  plough,  and 
sow  oats  : some  intend  wheat,  at  Candlemas  : he  this  year 
sowed  12  acres  at  that  time,  and  got  9 or  10  coombs  an 
acre. 

I viewed  a fine  piece  of  cole  in  the  Fen  belonging  to 
Mr.  J.  Thisleton,  which  had  been  gained  without 
burning,  by  tillage  ; but  examining  the  surface,  I found  it 
in  so  loose  and  puffy  a state,  and  so  like  bears’  muck,  that 
if  it  be  not  very  severely  trodden,  it  will  yield  bad  corn: 
another  piece  near  it,  after  burning,  more  solid. 

Crossing  by  the  six-and-twenty  foot  road,  a bridge  now 
building,  I came  to  a piece  which  had  been  broken  up  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ashmole,  by  paring  and  burning,  and 
Sown  to  mustard:  this  failed;  ic  was  then  tilled,  and  sown 
again ; but  again  failed ; and  presented  only  a furrow  of 
bears’  muck ; but  examining  the  bottom,  found  a much 
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more  solid  peat  under  the  furrows:  this  furrow  should 
have  been  burnt,  .and  the  next  would  then  have  yielded 
good  crops  of  any  sort. 

A vast  improvement  on  such  a Fen,  would  be  to  pare  and 
burn,  and  sow  chicory,  and  feed,  and  trample  well  for  two 
years,  to  consolidate  ; then  to  break  up  for  cole,  and  after 
if  corn. 

The  fen  of  Downham,  Outwell,  Wimsbotsham,  and 
Stow,  under  an  aft  for  draining,  (our  years  ago,  extend- 
ing to  Old  Podyke ; and  they  are  now  at  work. 

The  tradf  on  to  which  Stowbridge  leads,  and  marked  in 
die  new  map  as  fen,  is  under  cultivation. 

MARSH  AM. 

Enclosed  in  the  same  bill  with  Heveningham. 


Quantity. — The  common  5 or  600  acres ; 
not  to  be  a great  obje& ; but  the  half  year 
hundred  acres. 

Tithe. — Remains  subje£t. 

and  so  bad  as 
lands  several 

POPULATION. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 
Burials 

*95 

Increase  - 

43 

Baptisms  from  1790(01799 
Burials 

196 

90 

Increase 

-106 

tITTLE  MASSINGHAM. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 
Burials 

- 37 

29 

Decrease 

8 

. 

Baptisms 
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Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799  “ -26 

Burials  - - - 18 

Decrease  - - *8 

This  account  appeared  to  be  so  singular,  that  I looked 
back  in  die  register,  and  finding  tire  period  from  174010 
1749,  well  kept,  and  entered,  I noted  it. 

Baptisms  - 34 

Burials  - - - 30 

Increase  ...  4 

Mr.  Mordaunt,  the  reflor,  was  not  at  home,  nor 
Mr.  Godfrey,  one  of  the  three  farmers  in  the  parish, 
or  I should  have  inquired  into  the  circumstances  which 
have  had  this  effect.  It  is  an  arable  parish  of  dry  laud, 
and  very  well  cultivated. 

MATTISHALL,  l8oi. 

Nine  hundred  acres  of  common  : average  20s.  They 
sold  land  to  pay  the  expenses,  35I.  per  acre : subject  to 
tithe ; but  for  five  years  to  half  tithe. 

METHWOLD  UNENCLOSED. 

It  is  a vast  parish,  containing,  probably,  not  less  than 
12,000  acres.  There  is  a very  great  common  fen  ; but 
situated  at  such  a distance,  that  manv  poor  people  who 
would  otherwise  use  it  do  not,  except  for  fuel.  Here  is 
an  immense  chalk-pit,  of  hard  building  chalk,  called 
clunch  ; in  and  about  which  are  many  cottagers  ; but  there 
are  only  three  cows  kept  among  them.  I know  no  parish 
that  calls  for  enclosure  more  than  this. 


MILCHAII. 
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Arable 

- 

' - 

1372 

Pasture 

- 

- 

770 

Wood  % 

- 

- 

90 

Common 

- 

- 

300 

253® 

Rent,  arable  and  pasture,  15s.  in  1788. 


Land-tax  - £.181  8s. 

Houses  - 50 

Double  - - 13 

Tenements  - 63 

Inhabitants  - 315 


Maintenance  of  the  poor  to  Launditch  House  of  Iri- 
dustry  £.79  3s. 

Course. — 1.  Turnips, 

2.  Barley, 

3.  Seeds,  otie  or  two  years, 

4.  Wheat  ; and  some  add, 

5.  Barley. 

Produce,  wheat  5 to  6 coombs. 

Barley  and  oats,  8 coombs. 
NORWICH. 

Poors  r3te  in  St.  Andrew’s  parish,  which  is  very  nearly 
in  the  same  ratio  as  all  the  rest  : it  is  one  half  the  rent. 
The  more  wealthy  persons  are  rated  for  stock,  in  which 


50I.  is  accounted  equal 

to  1 1. 

of  rent. 

1790 

In  the  pound, 
s.  d. 

14  I I 

1796 

In  the  pound, 
s.  d. 

- 32  4 

*79* 

*3 

10 

*797 

- 22  7 

1792 

8 

4 

1798 

*9  7 

*793 

18 

2 

1799 

18  1 

*794 

18 

8 

1800 

(3  quarters)  15  7 

*795 

18 

9 

There 
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Tltere  appears,  however,  to  be  some  difference  in  the  pa- 
tches: it  is  calculated  that  6.1.  in  the  pound,  in  the  whole  city, 
raises  500I.  Now,  in  the  Annual  General  Stare  of  the 
Court  of  Guardians  for  1799,  tire  ratej  are  set  down  at 
18,405!.,  deducing  from  which  1722I.  for  arrears  and 
empty  houses,  there  was  raised  16,6831.  which  makes,  at 
6d.  producing  500I.  the  rates  to  be  that  year  16s.  8d.  in 
the  pound,  instead  of  18s.  id. 

POPULATION. 

Births  from  1781  to  1789,  average 
Ditto  from  179010  1799 

Decrease  - 

Deaths  in  the  first  period 
Ditto  in  tlie  second 

Decrease 

Average  deaths,  first  period 
Ditto  births 

Annual  loss 

Average  deaths,  second  period 
Ditto  births 

Annual  loss 

Here  is  almost  every  mark  (as  far  as  these  accounts  are  au- 
thority) of  depopulation;  and  some  other  circumstance* 
confirm  it : the  state  of  the  manufadlurc  is  certainly  that 
of  great  declension  ; as  I am  assured  by  persons  of  every 
party  and  description.  There  is  not  a single  person  of  any 
consequence  bringing  up  to  the  business : there  is  only  on* 
house  of  any  great  consideration  in  the  city  ; tiic  introduc- 
tion of  cotton  languishes ; shawls  the  only  new  article 

that 


1138 

997 

14* 

1203 

1056 

*47 

1203 

1138 

1050 

997 

53 
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that  flourishes.  They  have  a large  yarn  trade,  however^ 
which  marks  the  transfer  of  the  fabrics  elsewhere. 

Account  of empty  houses  returned  to  the  Court  of  Guar-s 
dians,  and  arrears  of  rates : 

Year  ending  April  i,  1791  - - .£.1323 

1792  - - 109  o' 

1794  - - 1776 

1796  - - 1866 

1797  - - 2126 

1798  - - - 2361 

1790  * . - 2279 

1800  ...  1722 

This  circumstance  does  not  explain  the  difficulty. — 
Rated  houses  are  not  probably  in  question  : I applied  to  se- 
veral persons  who  knew  the  city  well ; but  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  such  a number  of  litrle  houses  untenanted, 
as  would  account  for  a great  decline  in  population, 
k There  is  one  great  encouragement  to  manufacturing) 

which  is  the  cheapness  of  labour  : I was  assuted  by  seve- 
ral persons,  by  one  in  particular,  remarkable  for  accuracy 
(Mr.  Swift),  that  on  ati  average  of  all  the  trade  of  Nor- 
wich, a weaver  does  not  earn  more  than  3s.  a week  the 
year  round  ; yet,  in  some  works,  and  at  some  seasons,  he 
will  get  a guinea  or  more.  This  is  very  low  ; nor  does 
any  thing  enable  him  to  support  his  family,  but  his  wife, 
if  she  weaves,  earning  4s.  In  flourishing  fabrics  no  such 
wages  are  heard  of. 

Proportion  of  the  Sexes. 

Baptisms  of  males  from  1781  to  1789,  eight  years, 


average  -----  387 

Ditto  females  - - - - 531 

Baptisms  of  males  from  1790  to  1799,  average  - 524 

Ditto  females  - - - - 47  & 


Deaths 
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Deaths  of  males  from  i 781  to  1789,  eight  years, 

average  - - 583 

Ditto,  females  - - - - 619 

Deaths  of  males  from  179010  1799,  average  - 511 

Ditto,  females  - - 539 

• — . 

Average  baptisms  in  the  first  period  : 

Males  - « 587 

Females  - - 551 

Less  by  - 36 

Second  period.  Males  - - 524 

Females  - - 478 

Less  by  - - - * 46 


These  are  or  may  be  the  number  of  weavers  that  enlist 
or  go  elsewhere,  to  leave  the  sexes  equal. 

Average  deaths  in  the  first  period  : 


Females 

- 

- 619 

Males 

- ■ 

S83 

Less  by 

- 

36 

Average,  second  period : 

Females  * 

m 

539 

Males 

- 

S1* 

Less  by 

- 

• 2? 

If  many  young  weavers  had  emigrated,  or  enlisted,  in 
a greater  proportion  than  females  go  to  London,  See.  it 
might  be  seen  in  this  comparison.  If  583  give  a diminu- 
tion of  36,  then  51 1 should  diminish  31,  but  it  is  only 
28  ; had  they  emigrated  more  than  common,  this  number 
would  have  exceeded  31. 

But  there  is  one  circumstance  which  throws  much  un- 
certainty on  the  inquiry,  which  is  the  number,  an  increas- 
NoRFOLK.  J 1 ing 
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ing  evil  every  where,  of  sectaries : at  Norwich  they 
are  very  numerous ; several  of  them  have  burying- 
grounds.  There  will  be  no  judging  of  any  of  these  cir- 
cumstances with  tolerable  accuracy,  till  returns  are  made 
from  all  descriptions  of  persons.  Mr.  Eastland  does 
not  conceive  that  Norwich  is  less  populous  than  it  was, 
excepting  the  immense  number  of  recruits  it  has  furnish- 
ed; and  substitutes  for  flic  militia.  The  amount  of  ar- 
rears and  empty  houses  returned  to  the  Court  of  Guardians, 
■he  thinks  may  be  probably  a tolerable  rule  for  marking  this 
point;  as  there  is  a pradlice  of  rating  houses  of  very  low 
rent,  down  even  to  20s.  or  30s.  if  they  stick  out  a broom, 
or  a plate  of  apples  to  sell,  considering  them  as  shops. 

NORTHWOLD 

Adf  passed,  1 796. — In  1800,  the  award,  map,  and  Com- 
missioners accounts,  dated  November  1,  1798,  not  given 

in. 

Quantity. — Five  thousaud  acres  iu  the  parish  : of  which 
1500  fen,  550  ancient  enclosure,  not  subjedt  to  the  a <51 , 
the  remainder,  about  3000,  open  arable  fields. 

Lord’s  Allotment. — One-twentieth  of  the  commons. 
Tithe. — Remains  subje<51. 

Soil. — The  open  field  arable,  a sort  of  sandy  loam: 
much  sand,  and  some  gravel. 

Rent. — Before  the  enclosure,  average  not  exeedinggs.  the 
statute  acre : now  it  is  13s. ; some  up  to  15s. ; of  the  1500. 
acres  of  fen  the  worst  at  6s. ; the  best  of  the  common  up 
to  16s.  Valued  rent  of  the  whole  parish,  houses  includad, 

33741- 

Corn. — The  enclosure  will  undoubtedly  increase  the 
prtxludl  very  greatly. 

• Course. — 1.  Fallow  for  turnips,  or  wheat;  2.  Barley; 

.1  -or 
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ter  oafs  ; 3.  Land  for  shackage ; no  seeds : now  four 
shifts. 

Improvement. — Much  has  been  and  will  be  clayed,  and 
the  success  very  great:  clover  introduced  and  wheat  on  it, 
and  the  crops  bear  quite  a new  face:  Dr.  Hinton  has 
had  seven  comb  an  acre  of  wheat.  In  all  respetSls  the  im- 
provement  very  great  indeed.  The  fen  is  not  cultivated, 
for  the  drainage  depends  on  Bedford  Level ; and  it  is  not 
dry  enough  to  pare  and  burn,  la  1799,  they  were  drown- 
ed so  late  as  May. 

Sheep. — There  were  once  3000  very  bad  and  ill-fed 
sheep,  with  numbers  dying  for  want  of  food ; now  there 
are  not  more  than  1 100  kept,  but  they  are  far  more  valua- 
ble, from  being  better  fed ; though  no  change  in  breed. 

Coils. — There  were  about  24O  or  250  kept  in  a 
wretched  manner,  wandering  the  day  through  half-starved: 
now  much  lessened ; perhaps  half. 

Rates. — Average  of  three  years,  to  Michaelmas  1799, 
2s.  3d.  in  the  pound.  In  1800,  4s. 

Poor.— There  were  72  commonable  messuages.  They 
are  supposed  to  have  received  land  to  the  amount  of  81. 10s. 
per  annum,  for  each  right.  The  value  of  a common 
messuage,  about  five  years  before  the  enclosure,  was  1 10 
guineas.  Now,  die  house  and  allotment  would  sell  for 
340I.  These  are  freehold;  but  for  copyholds,  the  value 
less.  They  may,  on  an  average,  be  reckoned,  rent  of 
habitation,  3I. ; allotment,  81.  10s. ; total,  ill.  10s. ; and 
value,  300I.  Besides  this  allotment,  each  has  if  acre  ol 
fen  set  out  for  fuel,  supposed  to  yield  12,000  turfs  yearly,  , 
for  one  hearth,  the  calculated  consumption.  The  ancient 
cottages,  of  20  years  standing,  that  had  no  common  rights, 
were  favoured  with  a right  of  turbarv  over  1 13  acres,  sub- 
je£l  to  the  controul  of  the  fen  reeves,  to  cut  each  800  turfs. 
There  might  be  about  20  cottagers,  who  without  a right 
' 1 a kept 
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kept  half-starved  cattle,  geese,  &c.  which  were  subjeft  to  be 
driven , and  fined.  These  are  all  at  an  end  ; and  the  loss  is 
not  what  might  be  supposed,  for  they  were  not  profitable 
speculations  by  any  means.  The  allotments  of  81.  10s. 
are  from  four  to  six  acres  of  fen,  near  the  town,  subject 
to  inundations;  the  remainder  in  value  in  high  fen,  4! 
miles  distant  from  the  village ; and  this  circumstance 
proves  a great  hardship  to  them : the  lands  which  would 
have  suited  them  have  been  allotted  to  the  great  proprie- 
tors; all  they  can  do  is  to  mow  it:  thus  in  the  winter  they 
have  no  dry  land  on  which  to  put  their  cattle.  The  al- 
lotments of  fen  ground  for  fuel,  to  common-rights,  can- 
not be  separated  from  the  houses,  neither  let  nor  sold  from 
them,  by  a clause  in  the  aft  of  parliament. 

POPULATION. 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

- 

- 224 

' ' • Burials 

- 

- 142. 

Increase 

- 

- 82 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

- 

232 

Burials 

- 

- 112 

Increase 

• 

- 120 

OVINGTON. — (see  SAYHAM.) 

Quantity. — Six  hundred  acres  of  common. 

Rent. — Was  worth  8s.  an  acre;  will  be  20s.  to  22s, 
S/ucp. — Decreased. 

Cows. — Decreased. 

'll  » "•  > » 

OXBOROUCH. — ENCLOSED  I723. 

Quantity.— -About  2000  acres  in  the  parish, 
j . ; - -Rent. 
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Rent. — Now  near  900I.  a year.  The  award  and  a!)  the 
documents  relative  to  the  enclosure  being  lost,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  White,  the  redlor,  to  whom  I applied,  and  who 
was  so  obliging  as  to  give  me  such  information  as  was  in 
his  power,  could  not  satisfy  various  of  the  inquiries. 


Population. — For  20  years  past : 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789  - » 67 

Burials  - - - 65 

Increase  - ~ 2 

» # _ . 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799  - - 74 

Burials  - - “S3 

Increase  - - 21 


The  people  are  certainly  very  much  increased,  and 
more  than  any  account  of  this  sort  would  shew : for  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years  the  Roman  Catholics  are  much 
increased  ; these  bury,  but  do  not  baptize  in  the  church. 


In  1782  an  enumeration  taken : 

Inhabitants  - 233 

Houses  - - - 35 

Charged  to  window  tax  - 9 

Families  - - - 43 

Souls,  per  house  - - - 6§ 

Baptisms  and  burials  for  7 years,  1780  to  1786,  44  45 

Average  - - 6 6 

One  in  39  born — one  in  39  buried. 


PLUMBSTEAD. 

Quantity. — About  600  acres  of  common.  No  half  year 
land. 

Rent. — Common  worth  12s.  and  will  be  worth  25s. 

Corn.—  Greatly  increased. 

L 3 , Sheep. 
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Sheep. — Decreased. 

Caws. — Much  the  same. 

S.  * ' 

PORINGLAND  AND  FRAMINGHAM,  1800. 

Quantity. — One  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
common.  Known  for  many  years  to  he  fed  only  by  asses, 
and  the  worst  of  live  stock  : never  paid  (except  by  fining) 
one  shilling.  It  is  bad  land;  not  worth  more  than  10s. 

Tithe. — Commuted  by  a corn  rent ; which,  on  the  com- 
mons and  waste  lands,  shall  ecjual  one-tenth  part  of  their 
improved  annual  value. 

Sheep.— -Decreased. 

Cows. — A decrease. 


RANWORTH. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1790 
Burials 

i.  . . ' 

• '!.  Increase 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 
Burials 

Increase  . - 


5$ 

45 


- 38 

- 50 


R J N6STE  AD." — ENCLOSED  1781. 

Quantity. — Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
acres. 

Soil. — Sandy  loam. 

Rent. — Now  near  15s.  an  acre  round,  which  is  con-, 
siderably  more  than  double  what  it  was  before. 

Course, — Five  shifts  at  present ; before  irregular. 

Corn. — The  produce  of  corn  more  than  doubled. 

Sheep.— As  many  ; not  more  ; but  they  were  wretched* 
ly  kept  before  the  enclosure, 

i.  " Cswf, 
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CWj. — More  ; and  more  cattle  of  all  sorts. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Rates. — Of  late  about  2$.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Poor. — Fifty  acres  were  allotted  for  cutting  whins,  and 
they  are  restricted  to  cut  in  regular  crops ; much  more 
than  wanted  ; so  that  others  take  for  various  uses.  A fair 
equivalent  was  given  to  common-right  houses.  Very  few 
little  proprietors,  like  those  at  Heacham,  adjoining. 

Improvement. — Mr.  Styleman,  after  grubbing  the 
whins,  ploughed  100  acres  of  heath,  quality  at  4s.  an  acre, 
and  sowed  cole,  which  killed  many  wethers  by  the  mur- 
rain, which  arises  sometimes  from  feeding  cole.  After  this, 
he  summer-fallowed  for  wheat,  which  gave  seven  coombs 
an  acre,  and  sold  for  930I. 

POPULATION. 


Burials  from  1762  to  1780  - 147 

Baptisms  - - 137 

Decrease  - - - 10 

Baptisms  from  1781  to  1799  - - 233 

Burials  - , 139 

Increase  . - 74 


SALT  HOUSE  AND  KELL1NG. — ENCLOSED  1780. 
Quantity. — About  1200  acres  of  heath. 

1500  half  year  land. 

2700 

Soil. — Much  black  sand  on  a gravelly  bottom ; but  some 
better  land. 

Rent. — The  heath  yielded  little  or  nothing;  and  the  half 
year  land  was  from  7s.  to  10s.  an  acre ; it  is  now  15s. 

L 4 Improve - 
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Improvement. — The  rent  now  made  by  the  heath  is 
chiefly  by  cultivating  parts  of  it,  for  the  assistance  of  the 
rabbits,  that  are  upon  the  remainder : before  the  enclosure 
the  poor  cut  whins  and  flags  every  where  ; since,  they  are 
restri&ed  to  their  own  allotments.  Mr.  Girdlestone, 
•who  is  lord  of  the  manor,  and  has  a considerable 
property  here,  manages  his  warren  by  thus  improving 
parts.  He  ploughs,  and  leaves  the  furrow  two  years  to  rot  ; 
then  clays  it  50  loads  an  acre,  and  10  loads  of  muck, 
works  it  for  turnips,  which  are  good,  worth  40s.  an  acre ; 
these  are  sowed  with  sheep  and  cattle.  Sows  oats  next, 
which,  in  a season  not  too  dry,  yield  ten  coombs : with 
these  he  lays  down  to  grass  for  as  many  years  as  it  will 
stand,  for  the  rabbits  ; these  new  lays  enable  them  to  give 
milk,  and  bring  up  their  young;  when  grown,  they  feed 
upon  the  ling,  thus  giving  value  to  all  the  res',  and  in  this 
way  is  worth  20s.  an  acre:  but  would  not  let  to  a farmer, 
by  itself,  for  more  than  5s.  or  6s. 

Com. — Very  much  increased. 

Sheep. — Not  so  many  kept  as  before  the  enclosure. 

Ctws. — Much  more  cattle  kept.  Cows  are  increased, 
yet  the  farmers  graze  more  than  dairy  ; and  the  tread  of 
great  cattle  is  wanting  in  feeding  off  the  turnips. 

Poor. — To  every  commonable  right  house  under  jol. 
a year,  there  is  a right  allotted  of  keeping  a cow,  and  two 
heifers,  or  a mare  and  a foal,  and  of  cutting  fuel ; be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  acres  being  allotted  for  this 
purpose.  This  common  is  not  overstocked,  and  the  poor 
are  much  better  off  than  they  were  before,  as  they  have  it 
to  themselves,  all  great  commoners  being  excluded ; but 
being  invested  in  the  church -wardens  and  overseers,  as 
well  as  in  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  reftor,  there  are 
some  abuses  which  might  have  been  avoided. 

Tithe. — Remains  subjedk : pays  5s.  an  acre. 

Expenses. 
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Expenses. — About  1500I. 

Present  General  State. — A very  large  part  of  the  parish, 
from  being  left  in  warren,  has,  to  the  eye,  the  same  dreary, 
uncultivated,  barbarous  state,  as  so  many  other  common 
heaths  in  the  neighbourhood.  Those  animals  are  never 
found  but  in  deserts,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  a strange 
exertion  to  have  gone  to  parliament  for  powers  to  leave 
any  part  of  a parish  in  such  a stare.  The  soil  is  certainly 
not  good;  but  turnips  worth  40s.  and  ten  coombs  an  acre 
of  oats,  are  proofs  that  the  land  might  be  profitably  culti- 
vated in  an  alternate  husbandry  of  sheep-walk  and  corn. 

Their  manner  of  breaking  up  and  leaving  to  rot  two  years,  • 

explains  the  failure;  this  has  been  tried  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ; and  almost  every  where,  whether  it  fails  or 
not,  proved  unprofitable.  It  should  be  pared  or  burnt  for 
turnips  or  cole,  and  laid  down  to  grass  ; burnet,  chicory,  , 
cocksfoot,  Yorkshire  white,  and  a little  ray,  and  being 
well  loaded  with  sheep  as  long  as  it  would  last,  and  clayed 
or  not,  would  prepare  for  one  crop  of  corn  to  lay  down 
again.  But  the  notion  that  the  land  is  good  for  nothing 
but  rabbits,  makes  it  so. 

POPULATION. — SALT-HOUSE. 


Baptisms  twenty  years  before  the  enclosure  - 164 

Burials  - - - - 128 

Increase  - - - - 36 

Baptisms  twenty  years  since  the  enclosure  - 121 

Burials  - --  — - - 103 

Increase  - - - - 18 


This  is  a singular  instance  ; for  population  has  unques- 
tionably declined,  as  far  as  this  document  proves  any  thing, 
and  considerably  too,  whether  the  increase  or  the  baptisms 
. be  confided  in. 

f.\  • . . t 

{CELLING, 
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Burials  twenty  years  before  the  enclosure  - 55 

Baptisms  - - “ 5* 

Decrease  3 

Burials  twenty  years  since  the  enclosure  - 66 

Baptisms  - - - 6r 

Decrease  - - S 


The  two  parishes  together. 

First  period.  Baptisms — Salt-House  - 164 

Kelling  - - 52 

216 

. * 

Bnrials-r-Salt-House  - 128 

Kelling  - - 53 

Increase  - - ^3: 

Second  period.  Baptisms — Salt-House  - 1 2 1 

Kelling  - - 61 

182 

Burials — Salt-House  - - 103 

Kelling  - 66 

' 169 

Increase  - - “ *3 

Whatever  the  cause  be,  if  has,  therefore,  operated  on 
both  parishes. 

SAYHAM 
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SAYHAM  AND  OVINGTON. — ENCLOSED  1S0O. 

Quantity. — One  thousand  six  hundred  acres  of  common} 
no  half  year  land. 

Soil. — A marley  clay  bottom  at  12  to  18  inches,  over 
it  a vegetable  mould.  Verv  superior  land:  friable  loam. 

Rent. — The  value  nothing ; for  it  was  so  overstocked, 
that  though  the  land  is  very  tine,  yet  it  would  have  answer- 
ed much  better  to  have  paid  a good  joist  price  for  putting 
cattle  out,  than  keeping  them  gratis  on  the  common: 
notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  however,  and  the  fa& 
that  the  common  was  of  no  value  to  the  public,  yet  it  cer- 
tainly yielded  a rent  to  the  landlords  of  the  enclosed  pro- 
perty, probably  to  the  amount  of  8s.  an  acre,  or  640I.  a 
year.  After  enclosure,  worth  21s.  an  acre.  The  Com- 
missioners, in  setting  out  50I.  a year  directed  by  theaiSl  for 
the  poor,  finding  that  the  rents  of  land  were  rising,  sold 
off  a part  they  had  intended  for  that  purpose,  for  about 
*501.  and  lacing  the  remainder  by  au&ion,  it  produced, 
on  a 21  years  lease,  98I.  13s.  As  this  rent  arose  from  the 
competition  of  the  farmers,  it  offers  a c-urious  anecdote 
touching  the  value  of  land  ; not,  however,  to  be  separated 
from  the  price  of  corn. 

Course.-^- Mr.  Crowe,  who  has  a large  portion  of  the 
common,  ties  his  tenants  to  either,  1.  Turnip;  2.  Barleys 
3. Clover ; 4.  Wheat;  or,  1.  Turnip;  2.  Barley;  3.  Grass- 
seeds  two  years ; 4.  then  two  crops  of  corn  or  pulse. 

Corn. — An  immense  increase. 

Sheep. — There  will  be  fewer  sheep  kept ; they  often  rotted 
before ; now  none.  There  was  a walk  on  one  of  Mr. 
Crowe’s  farms  for  36  score  ewes,  on  this  common  and  that 
of  Ovington,  and  the  two  tenants,  for  the  last  eleven  years, 
(lid  not  make  a shilling  profit,  such  were  die  losses.  The 

tenant 
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tenant  of  the  park  farm  has  bought  300  ewes  in  one  year, 
to  make  up  these  losses. 

Cows. — Very  few  cows  were  kept,  except  by  copyhold 
tenants:  but  it  is  supposed  that  there  will  be  fewer;  but  a 
very  great  increase  in  grazing  beasts. 

Tithe. — Remains  subjeft. 

Kates. — About  3s.  in  the  pound. 

Expenses. — 3600I.  on  Sayham  only,  which  was  IOOO 
acres  of  the  1600:  land  was  to  be  sold  for  paying  it:  ft 
fell  slrort  500I.  collected  by  a rate. 

Poor. — An  allotment  of  nor  less  than  50I.  a year,  for 
distributing  to  the  poor  in  coals,  was  ordered  by  the  a<3 ; it 
let  for  98I.  There  were  100  commonable  right  houses. 
They  used  to  sell  a cottage  of  3I.  a year,  with  a right,  for 
Sol.  For  each,  four  acres  were  allotted : and  the  cottage, 
with  this  allotment,  would  now  sell  for  160I.  And  what 
is  very  remarkable,  every  man  who  proved  to  the  Com- 
missioners, that  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
stock  on  the  common,  was  considered  as  possessing  a 
common-right,  and  had  an  allotment  in  lieu  of  it.  Nor 
was  it  an  unpopular  measure,  for  there  were  only  two 
people  against  it  from  the  first  to  the  last. 

Fences. — A ditch,  five  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep,  at  as. 
for  seven  yards;  with  a dead  hedge  and  quick.  Sixteen  rod, 
at  seven  yards,  cost  20s.  for  dead  fence:  quick, 5s.  a 1000, 
and  80  laid  into  a rod.  The  best  fence  is  white  thorn  and 
sweet-briar  alternate ; the  latter  protects  the  former,  while 
it  is  young,  and  the  quick  killing  it  when  grown,  remains 
an  excellent  fence  at  a good  distance. 

Improvement. — The  husbandry  of  breaking  up  the  com- 
mon, is  to  plough  once  lor  pease,  oats,  or  cole ; the  two 
former  all  dibbled.  Then  clay  60  loads  an  acre  of  24 
bushels;  and  fallowed  for  turnips;  and  then  the  common 
• ■ ...  husbandry. 
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husbandry.  It  may  be  calculated  that  the  first  year  there 
were  600  acres  of  oats,  and  600  of  pease. 

£■  s-  d. 

600  acres  of  oats,  are  1 5 coombs,  some  broke 
. up  this  year  25.  This  is  9000  coombs  at 
10s.  - 4500  O o 

totp  acres  of  pease  at  5,  are  3000  coombs  at 

*4S-  - - 2100  o o 

For  the  first  year  - - £.6600  o o 

No  cole  would  be  sown,  but  they  cannot  get  all  ready 
in  time  for  oats  and  pease. 

Second  year. 

400  acres  of  cole,  at  6 coombs,  2400  coombs 

at  30s.  • - - . 3600  o o 

600  acres  of  wheat,  after  pease,  at  8 coombs, 

4800  at  24s.  - - 5760  o O 

600  acres  of  turnips,  at  3I-  - 1800  o o 

£■  11,160  o o 

Third  year. 

400  acres  of  wheat,  6 coombs,  2400  coombs 

at  24s.  ...  288o  o o 

600  acres  of  turnips,  at  3I.  - - 1800  o o 

600  acres  of  barley,  at  to  coombs,  at  12s. 

■ . after  turnips  fed  - - 3600  o o 

^■.8,280  o o 

And  this  prodigious  produft  will  arise  in  three  years, 
from  the  culture  of  a common  which  most  certainly 
never  produced  500I.  in  any  one  year,  reckoning  at  the 
highest  which  such  indefinite  returns  as  that  of  an  unlimit- 
ed common  can  be  estimated  at. 

Births 
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POPULATION. 
Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789  *• 

Burials 


Increase 


182 

178 


4 


Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 
Burials 


256 

126 


Increase 


SEDGFORD. ENCLOSED  1793. 

Quantity. — About  4000  acres. 

Soil. — Sand;  loamy  sand;  and  some  sandy  loam  on 
marie. 

Rent. — About  us.  an  acre,  which  is  more  than  double 
what  it  was  before  the  enclosure. 

Course. — Before  enclosing,  the  management  was  quite 
irregular.  Now  it  is  in  five  shifts  : 1.  Turnips;  2.  Barley ; 
3.  and 4.  Seeds;  and  5.  Wheat,  pease,  or  oats,  according 
to  soil. 

Corn. — A great  deal  more  than  ever. 

Sheep. — More,  and  better  than  before. 

Cows. — Fewer. 

! Tithe . — Remains  subject. 

Rates. — Are  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Poor. — The  real  poor  did  not  suffer  by  the  enclosure ; 
but  the  allotments  to  common-right  houses,  which  before 
kept  two  cows,  amounted  only  to  half  an  acre,  in  lieu  of 
slnckage,  and  the  common  of  above  100  acres. 

Improvement. — The  method  Mr.  Dursgate  took  to 
improve  his  waste  was,  after  stubbing,  the  whins,  to 
plough  and  sow  oats,  which  yielded  a good  crop;  he  then 
fallowed  and  worked  it  well  for  wheat,  which  crop  was 
very  bad.  He  then  clayed  it  well,  and  sowed  turnips, 

which 
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which  were  very  fine,  but  from  a tinge  pf  black  sand  in 
the  soil,  stock  did  not  prove  on  them.  Then  barley,  which 
looked  beautifully  in  the  spring  (t8oo),  but  fell  off  in  the 
drought,  and  proved  a bad  crop,  though  much  in  bulk. 

SHARNBCTURN. — ENCLOSED  ABOUT  JO  YEARS. 

Quantity. — Something  under  IOOO  acres. 

Corn. — Very  much  increased.  - 


SHARK.  PNG  TON. 


Quantity. — Common 

- 200  acres. 

Half  year  land 

no 

_ Whole  year  ditto 

570 

890 

Rent. — Increased  full  one-third. 

The  quality  value  of 

the  common  was  16s.  an  acre. 

Common  Rights. — 37  ; and  3 acres  of  average  value 
were  assigned  to  each  cottage-right  house,  to  enable  the 
cottager  to  keep  a cow  : their  cattle  before  were  starved, 
by  the  farmers  superior  stocking. 

Corn. — Increase  in  the  proportion  of  150  additional 
acres  cultivated  ; and  the  improvement  of  half  year  land 
converted  to  whole  year. 

Sheep. — Much  the  same. 

POPULATION. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 
Burials 

Increase 

Baptisms  from  I790  to  1799 
Burials 

Increase  - 

’ j 


74 

- 43 


3i 


40 

SHIPD- 
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SHIPDHAM — NOT  ENCLOSED. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789  - - 37** 

Burials  - 25® 

Increase  - - IX8 

Baptisms  from  1790101800  •*  "477 

Burials  - - - 25® 

Increase  •-  - * 2I9 


HINGHAM — ENCLOSED. 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789  - - 3°° 

Burials  - 202 

Increase  - - 98 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799  - - 3S® 

Burials  - * 22® 

Increase  - *3° 


shropham,  1798. 

Quantity. — About  800  acres  common  : some  half  year 
land. 

Rent. — Will  be  about  14s. : was  before  only  4s. 

Corn. — Will  be  greatly  increased. 

Sheep. — Decreased. 

Cow r. — There  will  be  as  many  as  before. 

Poor. — About  50  or  60  acres  for  fuel : very  few  kept 
cows;  and  will  keep  better  than  before:  several  little  pro- 
prietors of  two  or  three  acres,  and  will  Upw  have  double 
allotments  added,  and  be  better  able  to  keep. 

Rates. — About  4s.  in  the  pound. 

Tithe.-r-LzaHt  allotted  for  tithe. 

SHOULD* 
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SHOtfLDIIAM  AND  GARBOISE. — ENCLOSED  1794. 

Quantity. — Whole  year  lands  - 820  acres. 

Common  fields,  commons,  and  waste  - 4750 

5570 

Tithe. — Impropriations  : remain  subject. 

Poor. — Two  allotments  at  Shouldham,  of  82,  and  13 
acres,  for  fuel : what  they  have  is  good,  but  not  in  the 
former  plenty  ; this,  however,  is  not  their  great  com- 
plaint, but  the  deprivation  of  keeping  live  stock:  they 
used  to  have  cows,  mares,  geese,  ducks,  &cc. ; but  now  no- 
thing; and  their  language  is  (I  talked  with  several)  that 
they  are  ruined.  About  40  poor  people  kept  cows  at 
Shouldham ; not  all  with  what  was  esteemed  a right ; 
but  if  the  commons  were  drove,  the  fine  was  small: 
those  cottages  that  had  rights  and  allotments,  are  now  let 
merely  as  houses,  and  the  allotments  laid  to  the  farms. 
The  account  a farmer  gave  me  was,  that  many  poor  kept 
cows  before  ; now,  not  more  than  one  or  two.  It  is  suf- 
ficiently evident,  therefore,  that  this  enclosure  classes  with 
those  which  have  been,  in  this  respeft,  injurious  to  the 
poor.  At  Garboisethorpe,  the  poor  before  the  enclosure 
kept  about  20  cows ; now  none. 

Course. — The  former  husbandry  was : 

1.  Fallow,  3.  Barley, 

2.  'Wheat,  4.  Oats,  pease,  barley. 

Now  — 1.  Turnips,  3.  Clover, 

2.  Bailey,  4.  Wheat. 

Corn. — The  quantity  raised,  very  considerably  increased 
in  both  parishes. 

Sheep. — About  the  same  number  kept  as  before  at 
Shouldham  : 3 or  400  fewer  at  Garboisethorpe. 

Cows. — At  least  50  fewer  than  before,  at  Shouldham. 

NORFOLK.]  M Pent. 
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Rent. — The  old  rent  at  Shouldham  was  about  1300I. 

•Rates. — At  Shouldham,  is.  6d.  to  2s.  in  the  pound  be- 
fore ; now  3s.  6d.  on  the  new  rental. 

Soil. — At  Shouldham,  much  good  loam  on  marie  ; and 
in  the  vale  an  extraordinarily  fine  sandy  soil  of  great  depth. 

SHOTTESHAM  ST.  MARY,  AND  SHOTTESHAM  ALL 
SAINTS,  1781. 

Quantity. — In  all  3561  acres:  about  314  acres  of  com- 
mon enclosed  by  the  a£f. 

Rent. — It  was  good  land  ; about  12s.  an  acre,  quality 
price  ; now  above  20s. 

Course. — The  greatest  part  (3~4ths)  grass;  tiie  arable 
in — 1.  Turnips;  2.  Barley;  3.  Clover,  wheat. 

Corn. — Increased  proportionahly. 

Cows. — Not  diminished  ; cattle  in  general  very  much 
increased. 

Sheep. — Increased. 

Poor. — A common  of  48  acres  of  good  grass  allotted  to 
the  poor,  occupying  under  5I.  a year,  and  six  acres  of  turf 
for  fuel  ; also  another  common  of  six  acres  for  the  same 
purpose.  To  each  cottage  a right  of  keeping  a cow, 
not  merely  common-right  houses,  but  to  poor  inhabitants 
indiscriminately. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  cows  kept  in  1792,  by 
poor  people  : — In  1792,  1 1 cows  ; two  occupiers  of  7I. 
each,  keep  two,  or  4 ; in  all  1 5. 

Note — before  the  enclosure,  only  four  cows  were  kept 
by  poor  people  in  Shottesham. 

By  half  a right  since  the  enclosure,  they  can  keep  a bud\ 
a colt  not  exceeding  12  months,  or  an  ass,  or  three  geese,  a 
gander,  and  their  followers.  A whole  right  is  a cow,  a 

horse, 
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horse,  or  double  the  others.  In  1800,  increased  and  in- 
creasing : great  competition. 

Before  the  enclosure,  cottages  let  from  40s.  to  3I.  Now 
Mr.  Fellowes  has  not  increased  the  rent  of  any  (all  at 
40s.),  but  the  rent  of  others  is  increased  20s.  a year  more 
than  before  the  enclosure.  It  has  upon  the  whole  been  very 
beneficial  to  the  poor  ; and  all  were  pleased  ; their  share 
of  60  acres  in  300  was  uncommonly  large.  No  poor  person 
here,  if  he  can,  and  will  pay,  but  may  be  supplied  with  milk. 
There  are  six  additional  rights,  which  produce  as  many 
guineas  a year,  laid  out  in  improving  the  common,  by 
keeping  open  the  drains,  carting  on  the  earth  from  them, 
and  mowing  rushes. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Rata. — About  1795,  they  were  at  gd.  in  the  pound; 
the  year  ending  Lady-day,  at  rack  rent  2s.  in  the  pound. 
In  1789,  lid.  in  the  pound;  paid  off  70I.  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  house,  besides  turnips.  Now  4s.  in  the 
pound. 

Mr.  Fellowes’  father  (and  himself  continued  it) 
took  care  to  have  no  children  bound  to  weavers,  which 
has  been  a principal  cause  of  preventing  poverty  being  an 
increasing  inhabitant  of  these  parishes.  Another  cause 
has  been,  Mr.  Fellowes  having  established  a poor-house 
for  all  the  Shotteshams,  for  the  reception  of  very  old  and 
very  young  people;  but  whicli  takes  in  none  that  can 
maintain  themselves  upon  the  sum  which  it  would  de- 
mand to  keep  them  in  their  own  cottages : this  has  also 
had  a very  good  effedt.  Another  plan  that  has  been  very 
successful,  has  been  a steady  determination  in  Mr.  Fel- 
lowes to  get  children,  whether  from  the  house  or  from 
cottages,  to  be  put  out  for  a year  in  farmers’  services ; he 
absolutely  requires  the  attendance  of  all  the  farmers  for 
that  purpose,  and  on  the  day  fixed,  the  children  of  a due 
M 2 age 
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age  are  brought  out  one  by  one,  and  offered  to  be  let : if 
refused  without  a premium,  10s.  is  offered  with  her  or 
him  ; if  no  offer,  15s.  then  20s.  and  so  on  till  some  farmer 
agrees:  as  it  does  not  suit  Mr.  Fellowes  to  take  them, 
he  takes  the  burthen  of  any  cripple,  or  other  child  that  is 
particularly  objedtionablc,  and  is  himself  at  the  expense  of 
procuring  them  a situation  without  a premium. 

Earnings  in  the  house : 

£■  s-  d- 

Lady -day  1798  to  Lady-day  1799,  by  thirty  peo- 
ple, - - - 39  10  O 

Alt  very  young  or  very  old. 

Lady-day  1788  to  Lady-dav  1789,  by  twenty- 

six  people,  - - - 29  IO  O 

The  old  to  the  young,  as  three  old  to  four  young. 

Tn  1794  each  poor  person  in  the  house  cost,  exclusive 
of  their  earnings,  2s.  8d.  per  week. 

In  1784  each  cost  2s.  per  week. 

Expenses. — The  total.  £.  s.  d. 

Adt  and  Law  charges  218  10  o 

Roads  - - 105  o o 

Commissioners  69  o o 

Ditto  expenses  - 18  13  4 

Ditching  - - 43  o o 

Surveyor  - - 42  O O 

Sundries  - - 104  15  io| 

Total  - ^.600  19  2J- 

And  yet  this  enclosure  was  opposed  in  Parliament. 


In 
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In  O&ober  1763,  St.  Mary  and  St.  Martin,  an  accu- 


rate account : 

St.  Mary,  including  St.  Botolph  190  souls. 
St.  Martin  - - 68 

All  Saints  - - 372 

630 

In  1782, 

St.  Mary  and  St.  Martin  314 

All  Saints  - - 394 

708 

Families — St.  Mary  and  St.  Martin  - 56 

All  Saints  - - 80 

i36 

Now  they  are  certainly  increased. 


This  great  attention  to  getting  the  children  of  the  poor 
into  service  and  habits  of  industry,  ha?  had  a very  consi- 
derable cfFe£t  in  keeping  down  rates,  which  usually  rise 
in  proportion  to  negligence.  The  expense  of  these  pre- 
miums is  paid  by  the  rate,  and  equally  borne  consequently 
by  the  whole  parishes. 

SHOTTESHAM  ST.  MARY. 


T wenty  years  before  enclosing  : 

Baptisms  from  1760  to  1779  - - ' 155 

Burials  - - 90 

Increase  - - 65 

Twenty  years  since  enclosing: 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1799  - - 165 

Burials  - 62 

Increase  - - 103 

m 3 SHOT- 
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SHOTTESHAM  ALL  SAINTS. 


Twenty  years  before  enclosing: 

Baptisms  from  1760  to  1779  - - 233 

Burials  _ - - 187 

Increase  - - 46 

Twenty  years  since  enclosing: 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1799  - - 313 

Burials  - - - 213 

Increase  - - 100 


SNETTISHAM. — ENCLOSED  1762. 

Quantity. — Five  thousand  acres  in  the  parish. 

Soil. — Various;  sand,  sandy  loam,  &c.  on  marie  and 
stone  and  gravel. 

Retit. — About4OO0l.;  but  in  a valuation  in  1801,  has  been 
at  least  doubled  ; since  the  enclosure  perhaps  much  more. 

Course. — The  husbandry  is  six  shift:  1.  Turnips.  2. 
Barley.  3.  and  4.  Seeds  for  two  years.  5.  Pease.  6. 
Wheat. 

Corn. — Very  greatly  increased. 

Sheep. — Increased  certainly. 

Cows. — Increased ; neat  stock  also  much ; many  bul- 
locks fattened  in  marshes  open  to  the  sea,  before  the  en- 
closure. 

Tithe. — Free  of  all  tithes. 

Rates. — On  an  average  2s.  in  the  pound. 

Expenses. — 2 200I. 

Poor. — The  poor  had  an  allotment  of  90  acres  for  cut- 
ting *<lag,  which  they  .make  little  use  of;  1 did  not  see 
one  stack  on  it  i no  right  of  common  on  it : there  are  tea 
}ittle  proprietors  of  commonable-right  houses,  who  have 

3*  4> 
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3,  4,  5,  6,  or  more  acres  of  land,  keep 
in  comfortable  circumstances. 

cows,  and  are 

Population. — No  register  kept  for  many  years  previous 
to  1760;  I can  therefore  only  give  the  last  twenty,  as  if 
no  enclosure  had  taken  place. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 
Burials 

219 

- 218 

Increase 

1 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 
Burials  - 

267 

141 

Increase 

126 

SPROWSTON. 

Quantity. — Eight  hundred  acres  in  common  ; no  half 
year  land. 

Rent. — Worth  6s.  raised  to  14s. 

Corn. — Great  increase. 

Sheep. — Decreased. 

Cows. — None ; nor  will  there  be  any. 

I 

TACOLNESTON — ACT  1778. 

Quantity. — Six  or  700  acres:  with  Thorpe  1000. 

Soil. — Pretty  good  mixt  soil. 

Rent. — Quality  15s.  to  20s.  but  now  let  higher. 

Corn. — All  to  corn,  and  fences  well  got  up:  a valuable 
improvement. 

STIFFKEY  AND  MORSTON. — ENCLOSED  1793. 

Quantity. — About  3400  acres,  and  1 200  of  sa^t-marshes. 
Very  little  common.  Value  about  J400I. 

M 4 Tithe. 
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Tithe. — Remains  subject.  Glebe  of  two  parishes  laid 
together  to  one  parsonage.  Livings  consolidated. 

Objetl. — The  objedt  of  the  enclosure  was  chiefly  to 
lay  the  land  together,  and  to  extinguish  rights  of  shackage, 
&c.  The  common  did  not  contain  above  30  acres,  and 
therefore  was  a very  small  objedt. 

Rent. — Lord  Townshend  advanced  his  farms  240I. 
a year,  on  1900  acres,  for  the  expense  of  115CI.  his 
share  of  the  enclosure,  besides  the  tenants  doing  the 
fences:  at  least  ioool.  a year  added  to  the  whole  rental. 
The  marshes  are  valuable  only  as  a sheep-walk  at  certain 
times,  for  the  spring  tides  overflow  them. 

Poor. — The  cottagers  that  kept  cows,  asses,  or  horses, 
had  allotments  of  land. 

Sheep. — More,  and  of  a far  superior  quality. 

Cows. — More  kept  now  than  before;  for  one  of  the 
farms,  the  pasture  of  which  was  at  a distance  before,  is 
now  become  a dairy  one. 

Expenses. — 12s.  an  acre,  exclusive  of  fences,  which 
were  done  by  the  owners  or  tenants. 

Improvement. — It  has  been  a very  capital  one  in  every 
respedf,  and  the  manners  of  the  people  much  ameliorated 
— -less  wandering  and  idleness.  The  improvement  is  the 
more  remarkable,  as  the  usual  objedl  in  Norfolk  enclosures 
(commons)  was  almost  wanting. 

Corn. — Being  half  year  land  before,  they  could  raise  no 
turnips  except  by  agreement,  nor  cultivate  their  land  to 
the  best  advantage  : they  raise  much  more  corn  than  be- 
fore. 


STOKESBY. ENCLOSED  I722. 

This  was  an  enclosure  of  about  350  acres  of  marsh 
common,  which  is  on  the  river  leading  to  Y armouth : I 
■walked  three  miles  from  Acle,  and  crossing  the  ferry, 

made 
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made  inquiries  for  some  person  who  could  give  me  infor- 
mation, but  all  were  long  since  dead  : I was  assured  that 
three  or  four  acres  were  laid  to  each  common-right  house, 
besides  an  allotment  in  common  of  eighteen  acres  of 
marsh  for  the  poor  that  had  no  cottages  of  their  own, 
which  remains  so  at  present.  All  those  allotments,  how- 
ever, for  rights,  have  been  sold  long  ago,  as  the  whole 
parish  is  now  the  property  of  one  person.  By  means  of  ' 
the  common  left,  there  are  17  or  18  cows  now  kept  by 
the  poor  people,  who  buy  hay  or  other  winter  food.  Poor 
rates  about  4s.  in  the  pound.  The  parish  register  at  Yar- 
mouth. 

5WAFHAM. — NOT  ENCLOSED. 


Ten  years,  from  1780  to  1789: 


Baptisms 

619 

Burials  - - 

489 

Increase 

130 

Ten  years,  from  1790  to  1799: 

Baptisms 

65S 

Burials 

389 

Increase 

266 

Rent. — The  rental  in  Swafham  in  1795. 

Land  at  16s.  an  acre 

£-3i°8 

Besides  above  2000  acres  of  common. 

Houses  - - 

*87  S 

Stock  in  trade  and  mills 

120 

Re&ory,  tithe  and  glebe 

387 

Vicar  ... 

O 

£■  5640 

Number 
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Number  of  inhabitants  in  Swafham  in 

1782  - - 1877 

1792  - - 2031 

Mean  number  from  Jan.  1782  to  Dec.  1791  1954 

Average  baptisms  each  year  - - 63 

Burials  ditto  - 45 

baptisms,  one  in  31. 

Burials,  one  in  43J. 


Died  from  1784  to  1794 — eleven  years,  484,  or  44 
average : 


:h  under  1 year 

136 

At 

I ditto 

30 

2 to 

4 

- 

23 

5 to 

9 

- 

12 

10  to 

19 

- 

26 

20  to 

29 

- 

42 

30  to 

39 

- 

25 

40  to 

49 

- 

39 

50  to 

59 

- 33 

60  to 

69  • 

r 

57 

70  to 

79 

* 

42 

80  to 

89 

’ - 

19 

484 

From  December  1798  to  February  1799, 


There  died,  1 

of 

82 

1 

of 

99 

1 

of 

95 

I 

of 

78 

1 

of 

89 

1 

of 

83 

1 

of 

73 

I 

of 

77 
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In  1798,  Males 
Females 


Males  between  15  and  60 

W aggons 

Carts 

Farm  horses 


171 

1022 

1126 

2148 

494 

44 

89 

227 


Price  of  the  best  wheat  and  barley  at  Swafham  market, 
on  the  market  day  after  Christmas,  as  ascertained  by  a 
corn  rent  paid  by  the  re6lor  to  the  vicar. 


Wheat.  B«r!ey. 


1750 

- £->3 

0 0 per  last. 

£-6 

0 0 per  last. 

* 75* 

1 6 

0 0 

7 

0 0 

J7J2 

15 

1 5 0 

6 

l5  ° 

*7  53 

H 

0 0 

8 

0 0 

1 75+ 

. 12 

0 0 

6 

0 0 

>755 

- 1 1 

0 0 

5 

10  0 

*756 

21 

0 0 

9 

10  0 

>757 

18 

0 0 

8 

10  0 

1758 

- 1 1 

0 0 

5 

5 0 

>759 

12 

2 6 

5 

10  0 

1760 

1 2 

0 0 

5 

15  0 

1761 

. 1 2 

5 0 

5 

lS  0 

1762 

16 

0 0 

10 

0 0 

1763 

0 0 

. 7 

0 0 

1764 

21 

0 0 

9 

0 0 

>7  6 5 

19 

10  0 

10 

10  o„ 

1766 

'5 

0 0 

7 

0 0. 

1767 

21 

0 0 

9 

10  0 

1768 

- 16 

10  0 

7 

0 0 

r?69 

. 16 

10  0 

7 

1 5 0 

1770 

x9 

0 0 

9 

10  0 « 

>77> 

. 21 

0 0 

10 

10  0 

1772 

2+ 

10  0 

12 

10  0 

1773 
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Wheat. 

Barley. 

1 773 

£•*3 

0 0 per  last. 

£•** 

10  0 per  last 

*774 

*5 

0 0 

II 

*5  0 

*775 

18 

10  0 

1 1 

0 0 

1776 

18 

0 0 

7 

15  0 

1777 

20 

0 0 

9 

10  0 

1778 

20 

0 e 

9 

10  0 

*779 

*3 

0 0 

7 

*5  0 

1780 

25 

0 0 

8 

0 0 

1781 

20 

0 0 

7 

5 0 

1782 

26 

0 0 

*4 

0 0 

*783 

23 

10  0 

*3 

*5  0 

1784 

24 

0 0 

10 

10  0 

*785 

*9 

0 0 

10 

10  0 

1786 

*7 

10  0 

10 

5 0 

1787 

21 

0 0 

JO 

0 0 

1788 

22 

10  0 

9 

10  0 

*789 

26 

0 0 

11 

*5  0 

*79<* 

23 

10  0 

11 

5 0 

*79* 

21 

0 0 

12 

O 

O 

1792 

>9 

0 0 

*3 

0 °i 

*793 

22 

0 0 

*5 

O A 

*794 

25 

0 

0 

►H 

*4 

10  0 

*795 

55 

O O 

*7 

O O 

2796 

28 

O O 

1 1 

6 0 

*797 

20 

O O 

10 

10  0 

1798 

21 

IO  O 

12 

10  0 

*799 

48 

O O 

28 

0 0 

1800 

66 

0 0 

38 

0 0 

1801 

37 

0 0 

20 

0 0 

1802 

26 

10  0 

1 1 

10  0 

Until  179*  the  last  contained  21  coombs;  since  that 
time,  20. 


THE 
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THE  HEATH. 

There  is  no  clay  under  it,  that  has  yet  been  discovered : 
a deep  sand  ; and  it  is  questioned  whether  it  will  answer 
enclosing : the  town  of  Swafham  feeds  it,  and  cuts  fuel ; 
and  has  a sheep-walk  over  it.  It  contains  about  2000 
acres. 

TERRINCTON,  ST.  JOHN’S,  AND  ST.  CLEMENT’S. — 
ENCLOSED  I79O. 

Quantity. — Lands  allotted,  868  acres,  all  a salt-marsh 
common,  embanked  from  the  sea.  One  hundred  and 
eighteen  commonable  rights  on  it. 

Improvement. — The  tra£l  was  worth  less  than  nothing  : 
being  injurious  by  the  commoners’ cattle  being  often  swept 
away  by  the  tides  ; when  embanked,  it  was  valued  to  the 
poor-rates  at  25s.  an  acre,  and  is  let  from  20s.  to  40s. ; 
average,  30s. 

Produce. — From  yielding  nothing,  it  is  now  all  ploughed 
and  cropped  with  wheat,  oats,  cole  seed,  and  some  beans. 
None  of  it  laid  to  permanent  grasss. 

£.  s.  d. 

Expenses. — The  bank  cost,  and  was  then  -i 

deserted,  the  sea  breaking  it  J^-535  0 0 


But  afterwards  completed 

8032 

0 

0 

£-'*’S(>7 

0 

0 

Sluice 

' 3°9 

0 

0 

A partition  bank 

*54 

0 

0 

A6t,  Solicitor,  &c. 

759 

0 

0 

Commissioners,  &c. 

5*4 

0 

0 

Survey 

* 

200 

0 

0 

14,603 

0 

0 

Sundries 

2367 

0 

0 

Total  - 

£•16,970 

0 

0 

Popula - 
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Population. — Ten  years  before  embankment  : 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789  - - 272 

Burials  ...  224 

Increase  * - - 48 

Ten  years  since  the  embankment : 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799  - - 291 

Burials  ...  269 

Increase  - - - 22 


This  account  is  surprizing,  if  we  look  to  the  balance ; 
that  near  900  acres  ofwaste  should  be  brought  into  operose 
tillage,  and  have  no  effedt,  or  rather  a bad  one  on  popu- 
lation, seems  extraordinary.  It  could  not  result,  1 should 
suppose,  from  the  prpfligacy  introduced  by  the  bankers, 
though  it  might  be  something,  for  that  cause  could  not, 
one  would  suppose,  be  more  than  temporary,  even  if  the 
effect  was  certain.  Has  it  been  caused  by  removing  so 
much' further  the  effetfl  of  the  tide  in  ameliorating  the 
atmosphere  of  this  low  tract  of  country  ? However,  the 
comparison  must  not  be  estimated  altogether  from  the 
balance,  as  stated  above,  because  men  leave  a parish,  and 
are  buried  elsewhere ; the  christenings  are  a better  rule, 
perhaps,  and  these  have  increased. 

THORPE  ABBOTS. 

Here  Mr.  Pitts  has  56  acres  of  common,  and  deter- 
mining to  improve  it  as  quickly  as  possible,  advertised  for 
labourers,  and  had  above  40  people  at  work : he  ditched 
and  hollow-drained  the  whole  in  six  weeks ; and  has  now- 
clayed  it  80  loads  an  acre.  Quality  price  about  14s.  an 
acre. 

TITCH- 
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TITCHWELL. ENCLOSED  I 7 86. 

Quantity  — A small  common,  and  much  half  year  land. 
Soil. — A good  loam. 

Corn. — Greatly  increased.  7 he  half  year  land  was  in 
very  irregular  management ; now  in  six  shifts. 

Sheep. — More  than  doubled. 

Cattle. — Neat  cattle  trebled.  The  whole  parish  could 
not  muster  more  than  25  cows  before  the  enclosure;  now 


one  farmer  has  wintered  too  beasts. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Rent. — Three  hundred  acres  of  salt-marsh  were  em- 
banked by  the  aft,  and  raised  from  is.  6d.  to  at  least  20s. 

POPULATION. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 
Burials 

45 

29 

Increase 

16 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 
Burials 

39 

25 

Increase 

14 

THORNHAM. — ENCLOSED  I 794. 
Quantity. — Two  thousand  one  hundred  acres 

; of  which 

a ling  common  of  300  acres. 

Soil. — Sandy  loam. 

Corn.— Much  more  produced  than  before  the  enclosure. 
Sheep.— Before  enclosing  there  was  but  one  flock  in  the 
parish,  of  about  300 ; now  not  less  than  900. 

Cows. — Rather  lessened ; but  not  amongst  the  poor. 
Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Expenses.— Twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  an  acre. 

Poor. 
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Poor. — The  common -right  houses  had  an  allotment  of 
three  roods,  in  lieu  of  shackage ; and  the  common  marsh 
stinted:  they  had  also  29  acres  of  the  ling  common  allot- 
ted for  fuel,  on  which  each  poor  person,  and  the  occu- 
piers of  a common-right  house  had  a right  to  cut  60  whin 
faggots;  so  that  they  are  in  a much  better  situation  than 
before. 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

205 

Burials 

- 176 

Increase  - - - 

- 29 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

- 17a 

Burials  - 

- 121 

Increase  - 

- 51 

THORNAGE. 

Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

57 

Burials 

44 

Increase 

*3 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

52 

Burials 

31 

Increase  - 

21 

WEST  TOFFTS. 

Three  thousand  and  six  acres. 

Mr.  Galway  - 2804  acres. 

Lord  Petre  - 202  acres. 

Rated  at  - £.590 

Inhabitants  - 64 

Cottages  - - - 13 

Poor-rates,  1801  - £.86  o 10 

UPTON. 

* ■> 
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UPTON. 

Quantity, — 800  to  1000  acres  of  common,  no  half  year 
land ; but  great  advantage  by  laying  properties  together. 

Rent. — By  giving  contiguity,  land  of  5s.  made  worth 
20s.  The  common  was  under  water ; now  drained  by  a 
mill,  and  worth  i8s.  to  20s.  per  acre. 

Corn. — Will  be  increased. 

Sheep. — None  before ; but  there  will  be  some. 

Cows.— >Very  few  ; but  there  will  be  a great  increase 
of  grazing. 

POPULATION. 


Baptisms  from  178010  1789 

- 

- too 

Burials 

• 

49 

Increase 

5* 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

• 

79 

Burials 

44 

Increase 

35 

WALSHAM  ST.  LAWRENCK. 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

105 

Burials 

71 

Increase 

34 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

118 

Burials 

41 

Increase 

77 

NORFOLK.]  N 

WAL- 
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WALSHAM  ST.  MARIES. 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

- 

81 

Burials 

• 

55 

Increase 

, ‘ i , * 

26 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

62 

Burials 

- ; 

38 

Increase 

. * 

24 

About  2000  acres  in  the 

two  parishes. 

They  are 

going  to  enclose  the  common, 

and  half  year 

lands. 

I . 

WALLINGTON,  ELIOW,  AND  NORTH  COVE,  1 7 97 * 

Quantity. — Four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  common : 
jio  open  field. 

Rent. Before  enclosing,  the  common  was  wotth  no- 
thing: now  14s.  an  acre.  , , 

Corn. Three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ploughed. 

Sheep. They  kept  very  few  : but  now  will  keep  many. 

- Cows—  Much  increased. 

— Ti the. — Remains  subject.  •, 

plates. — An  Incorporated  hundred. 
i v 

WALPOLE. 

■ In  1770,  Walpole,  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Andrew. 


Pasture  land  - ’ , - 

Arable  . “ “ ~ 2050  ;j 

-Common,  or  waste,  about  - 2500 


8670 

- In  the  occupation  of  103  persons,  at  the  yearly 

- -rent  of  - - ‘ £^° 

Assessed  to  the  lanti*tax,  at  - - 

*-<  Farmers 


Digitized  by  Google 


ENCLOSING. 


179 


Farmers  ami  their  wives  and  children  275 
Servants  - - 160 

Labourers,  and  wives  and  children  8 1 

Poor  maintained  by  the  parish  - 22 


Souls 


538 


Houses  - - 120 

Cows  - - 2 co 

Horses  - - 310 

Beasts,  young  and  feeding  - - 580 

Sheep  - - 10,000 

Hogs  - 33° 

Rates  in  1730 — Church  - - 2d. 

Poor  - - - 6 

Highways  - - o 

1760 — Church  - * 4 < 

Poor  8 

Highways  - O 

1767 — Church  - - a 

Poor  - - - 10 

Highways  - - 3 

Quantity. — One  thousand  three  hundred  acres  of  salt- 
marsh  were  embanked  and  enclosed  in  1789. 


WHEATINC. — ENCLOSED  1780. 

Quantity. — About  4500 : common  400  acres. 

Improvement. — The  chief  objedl  was  laying  property  in 
the  former  open  field  together:  there  were  50  allotments 
of  the  common  to  commonable  rights,  eight  acres  eacn. 

Corn. — Not  increased;  by  reason  of  a large  po  tion 
lawned  and  planted  by  a nobleman  who  resides  here. 

Sheep. — Are  better  than  before  the  enclosure ; but  not 
so  many  by  some  hundreds. 

Cows. — Greatly  lessened. 

N 2 Poor , 
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Poor. — Much  better  off  in  every  respetSl  since  the  en- 
closure. 

WINFARTHING.-*-ACT  1781. 

Quantity. — About  600  acres  of  heath  and  common: 
no  open  arable. 

Soil. — Like  that  of  Banham,  but  hardly  so  good. 
Rent.— Quality  price,  from  7s.  to  20s. 

Corn. — All  turned  to  arahle. 

Sheep. — Six  to  700  sheep  were  kept,  and  lessened  to 
300  ; but  of  a much  better  sort. 

Cows. — The  same  as  before. 

Improvement. — All  clayed,  and  hollow-drained  where 
wet. 

Tithe. — Remains  subject. 

Rates. — T wo-and-sixpence  to  3s. 

Expenses. — Something  under  20001. 

Poor. — Twenty  acres  allotted  for  fuel;  many  allot- 
ments to  little  people;  and  they  are  well  content;  and 
have  kept  them  : they  have  much  hemp,  wheat,  Sec.  and 
well  managed. 

An  account  of  the  dumber  of  baptisms  and  burials  in  the 
parish  church  of  Winfarthing,  for  forty  years  last  past : 
Burials  from  1762  to  1780  - 335 

Baptisms  - - 190 

Increase  - - 145 

Baptisms  from  1781  to  1799  - - 342 

Burials  - . 189 

/ 1 

■ \ 

Increase  - - - 173 

WRENNINGHAM. — ALLOTTED  IN  1 779* 
Quantity. — Two  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Rent. 
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Rent. — Before  15s.  an  acre;  now  20s.  the  whole  parish. 
Tithe. — Free:  an  allotment  in  land,  37  acres. 

Poor. — T wenty  acres  for  fuel  allotted. 

Corn. — A great  increase. 

Expense. — About  620I. 

WOODBASTWICK,  1767. 

Quantity. — About  300  acres  of  common. 

Rent. — Worth  above  14s.  an  acre  at  present. 

Course. — 1.  Turnips;  2.  Barley;  3.  Clover;  4.  Wheat. 
Sheep. — Decreased. 

Cows. — Lessened. 


WOODRISING.— ENCLOSED  ONLY  PARTIALLY. 


Baptisms  from  1780  to  1789 

- 

27 

Burials 

- 

l6 

Increase 

- ’ 

II 

Baptisms  from  1790  to  1799 

■ m. 

42 

Burials 

- 

18 

Increase 

S,  ' 

- 

* 24 

GENERAL  OBSERVATION. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  on  all  wet  commons,  recom- 
mends  to  under-ground  drain  before  breaking  up;  and 
where  level,  to  clay  it  also.  To  be  began  at  Midsummer, 
then  left  to  March,  when  it  should  be  ploughed  and  oats 
dibbled  : and  if  it  was  left  a year  or  more  for  grass  to  get 
up,  it  might  be  the  better.  After  the  oats,  if  not  clayed 
before,  clay  it : if  it  was  clayed,  scale  in  the  stubble  after 
harvest,  and  plough  three  or  four  times  for  oats,  to  be 
sown  broad-cast.  After  that,  fallow  for  turnips,  and  pur- 
sue the  common  husbandry,  which  would  want  no  muck 
for  a few  years. 

w 3 In 
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In  fifteen  enclosures,  in  which  Mr.  Burton  has  *■ 
been  Commissioner,  there  are  10,800  acres  of  com- 
mon land ; about  half  converted  to  arable,  and  proper  for 
the  five-shift  husbandry.  One  thousand  acres  for  wheat, 
producing  5000  combs,  at  24s.  6000I. ; 1000  barley, 
8oco  coombs,  at  12s.  4800I. ; 1000  oats,  second  crop  af- 
ter wheat,  8000  coombs,  at  10s.  4000I.  ; 1000  acres  tur- 
nips will  feed  500  bullocks  or  cows,  which  will  pay  for 
the  turnips  only,  5I.  a head,  or  2500I. ; and  1000  acres  of 
grass,  with  the  offal  turnips,  will  feed  4000  sheep  in 
winter,  and  fattened  by  a part  of  the  new  lay  grass,  to 
be  off  by  June.  The  sheep,  for  the  turnips  and  grass, 
will  pay  3000I. : there  remain  5000  acres  of  pasture, 
which  will  support  500  bullocks,  bringing  them  forward 
for  turnips,  to  3I.  per  head*  or  1500I. : aijd  there  may  also 
be  summer-kept  4000  sheep,  which,  with  wool  and 
profit  on  carcass,  will  pay  2000I.  And,  besides  all  this. 


3QO  cows,  at  61.  or  1 200I. 

Wheat  . - 

6000 

Barley 

- 4806 

Oats 

4000 

Bullocks 

2500 

Sheep 

3000 

Bullocks 

1500 

Sheep 

- 2000 

Cows 

.-  •'  1200 

25,000 

0 

• 1 f ■» 

There  are  800 acres  more  unaccounted  for:  5000  acres 
of  arable  will  take  200  horses  to  till  it,  wanting  each  four 
acres  arable  and  pasture ; 400  of  this  for  corn  will  give 
10  coombs  a horse,  for  30  weeks,  or  2000  coombs,  at 
eight  coombs  an  acre ; 250  acres  for  the  2000  coombs : * 
150  acres  remains  for  hay,  which  producing  200  tons, 

will. 
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will,  with  the  barns,  maintain  them  the  winter ; and  the 
400  acres  of  pasture  will  support'  the  200  horses,  with 
mares  and  colts,  in  summer.  The- improved  rent  on  the 
10,000  acres,  is  for  a lease  of  14  years,  7725I.  The 
tithe,  for  14  years,  about  1500I.  a-year.  Capital  to 
stock,  and  improvement,  about  io,oool.  being  addi- 
tions to  farms  adjoining.  The  interest  500I.  Labour 
for  said  lands,  including  harvest,  5000I.  Seed  corn,  2200I. 
Wear  and  tear ; the  blacksmith  will  be  about  500!.;  wheel- 
wright, about  tool. ; carpenters,  tool.;  small  seeds,  300I. ; 
poor-rates,  on  an  average,  at  5s.  1031!.  5s. ; capital  for 
5000  acres  of  pasture,  6000I. ; interest,  300I.  Contin- 
gencies, See.  may  be  estimated  at  ioool. 

Tithe  - 

Interest  of  capital,  on  the  arable 

Labour 

Seed  corn  - - 

W ear  and  tear  - » 

Small  seed,  1000  acres,  at  6s. 

Rates  - 

Interest  of  capital,  for  pasture 

Contingencies 

*3-53* 

Rent  - - - 7725 

20,256 

Produce  - - 25,000 

Expenses  - - - 20,256 

—————  * 

Profit  - • - - 45744 

This  calculation,  which  does  Mr.  Burton  credit,  sets 
in  a very  clear  light,  the  immense  advantages  which  have 
N 4 resulted 


£• 

1500 

500 

5000 

2200 

700 

3°° 


300 

1000 
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resulted  from  the  enclosures  in  which  he  has  been  em- 
ployed. 

In  all  the  enclosures  in  which  Mr.  Algur  has  been 
concerned  as  a Commissioner,  it  has  not  been  the  pra£lice 
to  put  poor  men  to  the  proof  of  the  legality  of  their  claims, 
but  the  mere  practice,  and  if  they  have  proved  the  pra&ice 
even  of  cutting  turf,  it  has  been  considered  as  a right  of 
common,  and  allotted  for  accordingly. 

In  the  several  parliamentary  enclosures  of  Snettisham, 
Ringstead,  Heacham,  Darsingham,  Sharnborne,  Fring, 
Sedgford,  Thornham,  Tichwell,  and  Hunston,  which 
are  all  in  Mr.  Styleman’s  vicinity,  the  effect  has  been, 
at  least  doubling  the  produce  : many  of  the  farm-houses 
were  before  in  the  villages,  and  the  distance  to  the  fields 
so  great,  that  no  improvements  were  undertaken.  The 
houses  are  now  on  the  farms,  ami  the  improvements  very 
great.  In  respect  to  the  rent,  the  first  leases  were  at  a low 
rate,  from  the  allotted  lands  being  in  a most  impoverished 
condition  : but  on  being  let  a second  time,  where  that  has 
taken  place,  the  rise  has  been  considerable. 

In  enclosures,  in  which  Mr.  Gooch,  of  Quidetiham, 
has  been  a Commissioner,  claying  found  of  great  advan- 
tage upon  fresh  land ; it  divides  and  mixes  well  with  the 
decaying  turf.  Mr.  Gooch  recommends  one  earth  for  oats, 
by  all  means  dibbled  ; then  a second  crop  harrowed^  then 
turnips  and  barley,  oroatslaid  with  seeds ; clover,  trefoile, 
and  a little  ray,  or  better  no  ray.  Leave  it  a year,  and  then 
clay,  if  a deep  loose  bottom,  100  loads;  but  if  shallow, 
near  brick-earth  or  clay,  about  60.  Leave  it  w ith  the 
clay  on  it  a year,  and  it  incorporates  immediately. 

In  the  enclosures,  particularly  remarked  by  Mr.  Brad- 
field,  of  Heacham,  two  methods  have  been  pursued,  but 
that  intelligent  farmer  recommends  on  dry  land,  after  grub- 
bing the  whins,  to  plough  and  dibble  in  oats ; then  to  clay 
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or  marie  on  the  oat  stubble,  and  summer-fallow  for  wheat; 
after  that,  to  take  turnips,  and  follow  the  foor-shift'- hus- 
bandry, of  1.  Turnips ; 2.  Barley;  3.  Clover;  4.  Wheat; 
which  he  thinks  better  for  keeping  land  clean,  than  letting 
seeds  lie  two  years. 


FENCES. 

In  these  several  Norfolk  enclosures,  the  fences  consist 
of  a ditch  four  feet  wide  and  three  deep,  the  quick  laid  in- 
to the  bank,  and  a dead  bush  hedge  made  at  the  top. — 
Expense : 

s.  d. 

Digging,  banking,  and  planting  - -13 

Bushes,  aloadaos.  does  near  30  rods  - r 3 

Quick  - - 06 

. 3 ° 


The  Banhacn  and  Carleton  enclosures  are  well  grown, 
and  the  fences  excellent ; but  this  much  depends  on  good 
care  and  attention ; for  if  the  banks  are  made  too  steep,  or 
negledled,  they  slip  down,  and  gaps  are  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  in  forming  new  fences, 
gives  a complete  summer-fallow  to  the  lines  where  the 
quicks  are  t^  be  set,  and  dresses  the  land  with  a good  com- 
post: and  instead  of  leaving  the  bank  in  a sharp  angle 
at  top,  he  flattens  it,  to  retain  the  moisture. 

Mr.  Hill  remarks,  that  in  making  new  fences,  a south- 
erly aspe£t,  in  strong  land,  will  be  a fence  four  years 
sooner  than  a northerly  one ; but  on  light  sandy  land,  the 
north  best,  for  the  sake  of  moisture  ; on  mixed  soils,  he 
prefers  the  east  and  west. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Coke  has  moveable  gates  and  posts,  if  they  may 
he  so  called,  to  place  in  rows  of  hurdles : they  are  a very 
useful  contrivance;  set  down  expeditiously,  and  moved 
with  great  ease. 


'.I  . 1/ 
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CHAP.  VIl! 

ARABLE  LAND. 

V- 

WE  arc  now  come  to  the  grand  object  of  Norfolk 
’ husbandry:  in  all  the  other  branches  of  agriculture  the 
county  is  not  conspicuous  for  singularity  of  system,  but 
in  the  management  of  arable  land  much  indeed  will  be 
found  interesting. 


t . 

SECT.  I. OF  TILLAGE. 

* 

It  would  be  easy  to  expatiate  on  every  branch  of  this 
subjedl  largely,  but  as  much,  in  that  case,  would  be  insert- 
ed in  this  Report,  equally  applicable  to  almost  every  county 
in  the  kingdom,  the  writer  will  confine  himself  to  the 
^ observations  he  actually  made  in  Norfolk. 

Ploughing. — There  is  a great  difference  in  ploughing  in 
Wedt  Norfolk  ; on  some  farms  I have  remarked  the  fur- 
row to  be  cut  flat  and  clean,  but  on  others  wren  baulked , 
by  tilting  the  plough  to  the  left,  which  raising  the  share 
fin,  makes  that  inequality,  and  is  partly  the  occasion  of 
my  having  found  so  many  ploughs  at  work  which  would 
i not  go  a single  minute  without  holding. 

In  East  Norfolk  the  ploughmen,  to  prevent  the  soil 
when  moist  from  turning  up  in  whole  glossy  furrows, 
which  they  term  “ scoring,”  tie  a piece  of  strong  rope- 
yarn  round  the  plate  or  mould-board,  which  by  these 
means  is  prevented  from  a’dling  as  a trowel  upon  the  soil. 
Marshall. — I found  this  the  practice  at  present,  hut 

was 
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was  informed  that  it  was  not  so  generally  wanted  as  for- 
merly, which  they  attributed  to  better  constru&ed  plats , 
or  mould  boards. 

Depth. — Mr.  Thurtell,  at  Gorlstonc,  near  Yar- 
mouth, has  a great  opinion  of  deep  ploughing ; three  or 
four  inches  are  a common  depth  about  him,  but  when 
land  is  clean  he  always  ploughs  five,  and  sometimes  six  or 
seven;  he  is  careful,  however,  not  to  do  this  on  foul 
land  ; he  has  no  apprehension  of  breaking  the  pan,  having 
many  times  gone  depth  enough  for  that  without  any  incon- 
venience, and  as  to  bringing  up  a dead  soil,  he  has  not 
seen  any  ill  cfFeCls  from  it : his  land  is  a good  sandy  loam, 
on  a clay,  marie  or  gravel. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  is  of  a different  opinion ; he 
is  not  fond  of  deep  ploughing ; he  thinks  four  inches  deep 
enough  ; his  ideas  on  this  subject,  however,  seem  to  have 
been  chiefly  the  result  of  a trial  made  by  his  father,  who 
broke  th e pan  by  trench- ploughing  a piece  of  land,  which 
has  ever  since  been  full  of  charlock,  &c.  The  dif- 
ference of  their  soils  will  not  account  for  this  opposition 
of  sentiment : Gorlstone  is  a very  good  sandy  loam  at  20®. 
or  25s.  an  acre,  though  certainly  inferior  in  depth  and 
goodness  to  the  land  at  Caistor.  In  discourse  with  these 
two  gentlemen  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Everit  remarked  to 
Mr.  Thurtell,  that  if  he  plbughed  deeper  than  com- 
mon, he  ought  to  add  manure  proportionably  to  the  quan- 
tity of  soil  stirred ; an  old  idea  of  mine,  and  I remember 
well,  combated  by  my  friend  Arbuthnot. 

Mr.  F rancis,  of  Martham,  ploughs  four  or  five  inches 
deep. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  on  a fine  sandy  loam,  always 
as  shallow  as  possible ; and  at  East  Ruston,  where  the  soil 
is  exceedingly  good,  the  same : he  thinks  the  smaller  quan- 
tity of  muck  by  this  means  answers.  . 

They 
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They  do  not  plough  four  inches  deep  at  Scotto ; Mr. 
Dyble  remarked,  that  a piece  was  there  ploughed  five  of 
six  inches  deep,  and  damaged  for  seven  years : three  inches 
enough  : the  soil  much  of  it  a fine  sandy  loam,  manifest- 
ing no  want  of  depth. 

Mr.  Palorave,  at  Coltishal,  applies  deep  ploughing 
in  one  case  with  singular  judgment:  he  brings  by  water 
from  Yannouth,  large  quantities  of  sea  ouze,  or  haven 
mud,  this,  on  dry  scalding  gravels  and  sands,  he  trench- 
ploughs  in  without  fear  of  burying,  and  finds,  on  experi- 
ence, the  effedt  very  great,  forming  thus  a cool  bottom, 
so  that  the  surface  bums  no  more. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  thinks  that  it  is  common 
to  plough  too  shallow ; nor  does  he  believe  that  any  mis- 
chief results  from  depth.  He  has  made  a ditch  one  year, 
and  thrown  it  down  again  the  next,  and  the  benefit  was 
seen  for  seven  years,  without  the  soil  being  a died  on  by 
draining,  or  wanting  it:  nor  is  he  nice  to  have  his  muck 
ploughed  in  shallow,  having  no  fear  of  burying  it.  By 
ploughing  a good  pitch  for  turnips,  they  come  slow  to  the 
hoe,  but  when  they  do  get  held,  thrive  much  faster  than 
others. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  is  an  advocate  for  deep 
ploughing  ; he  goes  five  inches  deep ; if  I did  not  I should 
get  no  turnips. 

Mr.  Dursoate  approves  of  deep  ploughing;  remark- 
ing, that  he  breaks  up  bis  ollonds  deeper  than  most  people. 

Mr.  W illis  observing  the  marie  on  his  land  was  sunk 
below  the  common  parh  of  the  plough,  turned  it  up  again 
by  going  a deeper  pitch,  and  found  it  to  answer  nearly  as 
well  as  a new  marling  ; and  he  suffered  no  inconvenience. 

The  two  furrow  work  about  Holt,  See.  is  to  turn  a 
furrow  on  lay  or  ollond ; the  plough  then  returns  and 
throws  it  back  with  the  untouched  land  that  is  under  it, 

into 
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into  the  former  open  furrow,  and  overlapping  that,  rests 
on  the  baulk  left  beside  it. 

Mr.  Money  Hill,  in  breaking  up  the  strongest  land 
he  has,  ploughs  deeper  than  on  the  lighter,  that  is, 
four  inches,  and  on  light  three  and  a half,  and  on  that 
depth  drills  on  flag;  it  twitch  in  the  land,  ploughs  only 
three  and  a half : if  beyond  the  usual  depth,  would  hurt 
the  crop  and  give  weeds.  Waterden,  a thin  and  flinty 
soil.  Mr.  Hill’s  father  lived  for  many  years  at  Gate- 
son,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  farm  by  Mr.  Parker. 
Mr.  Hill’s  last  crop  yielded  400  lasts  of  corn,  above  250 
of  which  were  barley.  He  generally  ploughed  four  inches 
deep,  and  never  more  than  four  and  a half.  Mr.  Parker 
in  the  first  year  ploughed  the  second  barley  earth  seven 
inches  deep,  sowing  about  eight  score  acres  (the  common 
quantity  twelve  score).  He  sold  that  year  but  twentv 
lasts : the  seeds  also  were  worse  than  usual : the  wheat  that 
followed,  good  ; but  in  general,  he  had  indifferent  crops  for 
fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

In  March  lie  applies  what  he  calls  one-furrow  work  to  a 
foul  stubble,  if  he  has  such  by  chance  ; the  land  side  horse 
(that  on  the  left  hand)  always,  after  the  first  furrow,  re- 
turns in  it;  it  is  left  open;  harrowed  down  with  a heavy 
harrow  ; then  the  weeds  gathered  and  burnt,  and  the  next 
ploughing  given  across. 

In  June  1776,  being  at  Wallington,  adjoining  Marsh- 
land,  I found  the  high  broad  ridges  begin,  which  thence 
spread  over  a great  tra£l  of  country,  nearly  perhaps  across 
the  island;  and  many  of  the  iuhows  were'  then  twelve 
inches  deep  in  water  : but  at  present  I was  informed  that 
much  more  attention  is  paid  to  taking  water  off. 

Team , &c. — Mr.  I murtell,  through  the  summer, 
ploughs  with  three  horses  two  acres  a day,  one  always 
resting:  this,  from  finishing  sowing  spring  corn  to  the 

end 
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end  of  turnip  tillage.  There  is  no  doubt  of  their  plough- 
ing with  ease  an  acre  in  four  hours  and  a half. 

In  the  clays  of  Marshland  all  are  foot  or  swing  ploughs ; 
never  more  than  two  horses  used : they  do  an  acre  a day* 
and  in  summer  one  and  a half  at  two  journeys. 

At  Hemsby,  each  pair  of  horses  two  acres  a day,  at  two 
journeys. 

Thirty  yean  ago  the  common  price  of  ploughing  was 
as.  6d.  an  acre  in  every  part  of  Norfolk,  except  Marsh- 
land : it  is  now  4s. ; in  some  places  3s.  6d. 

These  notes  of  the  quantity  ploughed  per  diem,  might 
be  multiplied  in  every  part  of  the  county  ; the  farmers  in 
every  district  of  it,  ger  more  land  ploughed  in  a day  by 
their  men  and  horses,  than  on  any  similar  soil  in  any  other' 
part  of  the  kingdom : not  altogether  to  be  attributed  to  the 
merits  of  the  plough,  though  it  is  certainly  a good  one; 
nor  to  any  superior  a&ivity  in  the  horses:  the  cause  is 
more  in  the  men,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  keep  their 
horses  and  themselves  to  a quick  step,  instead  of  the  slow 
one  common  in  almost  every  other  district. 

Harrowing. — This  operation  is  no  where  better  per- 
formed than  in  Norfolk,  where  the  farmers  are  very  at- 
tentive to  finish  their  tillage  in  a very  neat  manner.  In  no 
other  county  with  which  I am  acquainted,  have  they  the 
excellent  pradlice  of  trotting  the  horses  at  this  work, 
which  gives  a fineness  and  regularity  in  burying  small 
seeds,  not  to  be  attained  with  a slow  regular  motion  of 
the  harrows.  They  harrow  from  1 2 to  15  acres  with  a 
pair  of  horses  once  in  a place  per  diem.  The  pradlice  of 
walking  the  horses  up  hill,  and  trotting  them  down,  in  the 
same  place,  is  an  excellent  one. 
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SECT.  Ill — FALLOWING. 

' Th"e  grand  fallow  of  Norfolk  is  the  preparation  for  tur- 
nips, -which  will  be  mentioned  under  that  article.  The 
common  summer-fallow  takes  place  on  strong,  wet,  and 
clayey  soils ; upon  which,  however,  turnips  are  too  ge- 
nerally ventured.  One  fault  in  the  husbandry  of  the 
county,  and  of  Norfolk  farmers  when  they  move  into 
very  different  districts,  is  that  of  being  wedded  too  closely 
to  pra£lices  which  derive  their  chief  merit  from  a right 
application  to  very  dry  or  sandy  soils. 

Mr.  Overman,  whose  husbandry  merits  every  at- 
tention, having  taken  a farm  of  Mr.  Coke,  at  Michael- 
mas 1800,  and  the  outgoing  tenant  possessing  a right  to 
sow  some  layers  which  were  very  full  of  spear-grass,  &c. 
Mr.  Overman  gave'htm,  to  the  surprize  of  his  neigh- 
bours, 5I.  Ids.  per  acre  to  desist;  not  that  he  might  him- 
self sow  those  fields,  but  for  the  sake  of  completely  fallow- 
ing them.  Some  I found  had  undergone  the  operation, 
and  were  clean  ; others  were  in  it,  and  almost  green  with 
couch.  He  destroys  it  by  mere  ploughing  and  har- 
rowing, without  any  raking  or  burning ; conceiving  that 
by  well-timed  tillage,  any  land  may  be  made  clean  ; and 
that  on  these  sandy  soils,  a July  earth  in  a hot  sun  will 
effedl  it : but  whenever  or  however  done,  his  obje£l, 
whether  with  much  or  little  tillage,  is  sure  to  be  answered ; 
and  as  the  successive  cleanness  of  the  land  depends  on  its 
being  once  got  perfectly  free  from  weeds,  his  great  ex- 
penses, he  expecfls,  will  in  the  end  prove  the  cheapest  way 
of  going  to  work.  He  gives  four  earths  in  all  ; the  first 
before  winter,  only  two  inches  deep ; another  in  the 
spring ; the  third  two,  or  two  inches  and  a half  deep,  in 
July,  in  a hot  time  ; the  fourth  after  harvest. 
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2803. — He  now  tells  me,  that  the  land  I saw  full  of 
couch,  is  at  present  as  clean  as  a garden. 

# V Itfr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  remarked  to  me  the 
*'  , great  consequence,  for  the  destruction  of  weeds,  of  plough- 
t‘  f ‘ ing  a summer-fallow  just  before,  and  also  direCtly  after 
'*  T ^ hardest. 


if 
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SECT.  III. — COURSE  OF  CROPS. 

If  I were  to  be  called  on  to  name  one  peculiar  circum* 


'stance,  which  has  done  more  honour  to  the  husbandry  of  , 
Norfolk  than  any  other  to  be  thought  of,  I should,  with- 

* > - 1 - 

fcW. 


* **  out  hesitation,  instance  this  of  the  rotation  of  cropping 


* 


* 


\ 

5 i 
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*■  I should  not  hazard,  perhaps,  too  bold  an  assertion, 
were  I to  declare  that,  till  the  accession  of  his  present 
Majesty,  there  were  to  be  found  few  just  ideas  on  this 
(.-subjeCl,  in  the  works  upon  husbandry  of  any  author  pre- 
ceding that  period:  if  any  thinj  tolerable  occurs,  it  is 
infixed  with  so  much  that  is  erroneous,  chat  credit  cannot 
/ be  given  even  for  what  is  good.  The  fields  of  the  rest  of 
the  kingdom  presented  a similar  exhibition : right  courses 
hardly^any  where,  perhaps,  no  where,  to  he  found.  But 
in  West  Norfolk,  the  predominant  principle  which  go- 
verned their  husbandry  at  that  period,  as  well  as  ever  since, 
was  the  carefully  avoiding  two  white  corn  crops  in  suc- 
cession. Turnips  were  made  the  preparation  for  barley  ; 
'K"  and  grasses,  that  for  wheat,  or  other  grain. 

t\  I have  viewed  various  parts  of  the  county,  at  different 
periods  in  the  last  thirty  years,  and  have  found  these  ideas  * 
; steadily  adhered  to. 

j ‘ . ^ " 'C 

y COURSES  ON  SAND,  AND  ON  TURNIP  LOAMS. 
Some  of  the  finest  rye  I have  any  where  seen,  was  on 
Mr.  Bev  an’s  farm,  in  1802,  after  two  successive  years 
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of  sowing  cole,  eaten  off  with  sheep.  The  rye  put 
one  earth  ; there  are  thirty  acres  of  it,  and  fourteen  of  them 


on  a black  sand.  t . *■  ’%  * 

. Mr.  Bradfield,  of  Knattishall,  tenant  to  Mr.  Be- 
VAK,  pursues  regularly  this  course  of  crops : 

fr.  Turnips, 


i 


J.  Turnips, 

2.  Barley 

3.  Seeds, 

4.  Seeds,  ( 

5.  Wheat,  1 

6.  Turnips, J 


But  if  seeds  fail, 
changed  to 


2.  Barley, 

3.  Vetches, 
4>>  Turnips, 
3.  Barley, 

.6.  Turnips; 


1 t 


I’ 


d’ 


*. 


by  which  means,  in  the  sixth  year,  the  variation  ceases, 
and  it  comes,  as  in  the  other,  to  turnips  again.  The  sys- 
tem, however,  is  open  to  two  great  objections : in  the 
fourth  vear,  he  has  no  summer  food  for  sheep  ; and,  what-* 
is  as  bad,  he  doubles  his  quantity  of  turnips  ; he  also  loses 
wheat  in  the  course.  To  have  two  successive  years  of 
vetches,  appears  to  be  a better  system,  and  a much  less  in- 
terruption, or  rather  none  at  all.  If  the  first  vetches  are  ^ 
to  be  fed,  grass-seeds  might  be  sown  with  them  for  the 
second  year,  and  this  would  save  the  expense  of  seed  vetches  * ' 

and  tillage  for  that  year. 

In  1802,  the  barley  crop  is  generally  very  fine  ; yet  in 
the  whole  line  from  Holkham  to  TofFts  and  Thetford,  I 
remarked  many  pieces  which  in  colour  were  too  yellow  for  1 ' 
Norfolk  management  in  a good  year.  1 have  some  sus- 
picion that  it  has  been 'caused  by  the  very  high  prices  of 
corn  inducing  some  farmers  to  be  too  free  with  their  land, 
and  varying  from  the  course  of  shifts,  which,  in  steady 


times,  they  adhere  to  more  exatSUy. 

Mr.  Fowel,  pf  Snetterton : ‘ 

1.  Turnips,  drilled  at  eighteen  inches, 

2.  Barley,  ditto  at  nine, 

Seeds, 

Seeds,  ' 


*•.  ft 


3- 

4 • 


r r 

* < A 


5.  Pease,  '# 


11 


wf. 


« 
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. 5.  Pease,  drilled  at  twelve  inches ; or  wheat  at  nine,  &c. 
af'  and  this  is  the  rotation  of  the  vicinity.  Wheat,  pease, 

▼ S'  / ^ j , rr.  . l r 11  r 


^ oats,  or  rye,  the  fifth  year  ; if  rye,  a bastard  fallow  for  it : 


the  second  year,  seeds. 

• ^ 1 In  general  about  Hingham  : 

P i • 

<4 


1.  Turnips, 

2.  Barley, 

3.  Clover, 

4.  Wheat, 


1.  Turnips, 

2.  Barley, 

3.  Clover, 

4.  Pease, 

5.  Wheat. 


^ Nearly  the  same  around  Attleborough. 
About  Watton: 
x.  Turnips, 


3.  Clover,  &c. 


2.  Barley, 


4.  Wheat. 


Mr.  Blomfxeld,  at  Billingford,  in  one  field  near  his 


Farm-yard : 


k 1.  Winter  tares,  and  then  turnips, 

Wl|  ^ • ' W r 

-v  2- Barley; 


W 


the  crops  always  good. 

Drake  gets  better  turnips  after  wheat,  the  stubble 
f**;  ploughed  in,  than  after  pease. 

Mr.  Wri  ght,  of  Stanhow,  never  takes  barley  or  pease 


wheat,  tliough  his  soil  is  a good  loamy  sand:  he 
s that  no  distridl  where  this  is  the  pradlice  deserves 
reputation  of  having  the  true  Norfolk  husbandry. 

Drozier  remarked,  that  upon  the  sandy  land  of 


m 


^ Rudham,  and  that  vicinity,  the  greatest  improvement 
, ^ perhaps  would  be,  to  lay  down  for  eight  or  ten  years  to 
■ repose,  the  land  from  turnips  and  corn,  which  would  so 
freshen  it  as  to  render  it  produdlive  perhaps  in  the  stile  of 
•.  J -J  tjie  first  breaking  up  ; but  common  grasses  wear  out,  and 
" t will  not  pay  the  present  rents  after  two  years : they  sow 
’%  irefoil  and  ray. 

i - V 1 

*.  • “ * 

f. 

« 
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SirMoRDACNT  Martin’s  course  is  a five-shift : _ 

Turnips,  - 6.  Turnips,  ^ 

Barley,  * 7-  Barley,  f.  ■ 

Clover,  8.  Trefoil  and  ray. 

Wheat;  ’ 9.  Pease, 

5.  Potatoes,  mangel  wur- 1 0.  Potatoes, 

zel,  or  vetches,  &c.  •'  zel, 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  has  found,  from  many'  . 

observations,  that  pease  do  not  succeed  well  if  sown  * 

1 if"  <i- 

oftener  than  once  in  twelve  year*.  Where  he  has  known  | 


oil  and  ray,  /"Wilt 

: j 

toes,  mangel  wur-  J 

si,  vetches,  &c.  . 


them  return  in  six  or  eight  years,  they  have  never  done  1 
well. 

Mr.  Overman  ploughed  up  a layer  of  four  years,  and  J 


drilled  wheat  on  it.  Then  ploughed  for  winter  tarest  V 


Ploughed  the  stubble  once  for  a second  crop  of  wheat.  yj.'  £ 

L'.l.  T • J . . r "■  ' Ijr • 1 __  - ' ‘ 


which  I viewed : a very  fine  produce,  and  as  clean  as  a 


garden.  Three  crops  of  great  profit  on  only  three  ploughv  ftfVV 
ings,  and  yet  the  land  kept  perfectly  clean.  Not  a littl)*' 
resulting  from  four  years  sheep  feeding  without  foMiu 

'j.  , W 4#  Vv  1 fl 


from  it.  .. 

• v3pT"-.  # 

His  common  course : 
I,  Turnips, 


i 


I 


i - . 4K6  1 ts, 

- ^ 'i 

■ ' «■  * ; 

8.  Barley, 

2.  Barley,  9.  10.  Seeds  two 

3.  4.  5. Seeds  three  years,  it.  Pease,  ^ ? 

6.  Wheat,  12.  Wheat.  " *’t*£ 

»•  Turnips,  -J  Jr!. 

But  with  the  variation  of  having  part  of  the  twelfth 
under  pease  on  the  three  years  layer,  and  also  some  tares. 

This  course  is  partly  founded  on  the  experience  of  pease 
not  doing  well,  if  sown  oftener  than  once  in  twelve  years. 

? 


Mr.  Coke  : 

1.  Turnips,  4 .Seeds, 

2.  Barley,  drilled  at  inc.  5.  Wheat,  drilled  at  9 inc.  , t 

.3.  Seeds?  \ 6.  Turnips, 


7.  Barley, 


i > 


a. 

*1 


r. 

♦ 


IV  K. 


X ~ 


„ Dig^ized  by 

V 1 > » 

* 


gle 


••  > 


ci<  •*, 


i*  r 

. * 


*; . w,?. : rj : 

■ - V »*  •„*  - COURSE  OF  CROPS.  ' .*  • .. 

- , ■*  » — "r  * . • ■ « •-  v - - , vjn  ' 

% • 4,  « ■rV;  t vA,  -5pj  *5 

7.  Barley,  drilled  at  6£  inc.  ro.  Pease,  drilled  at  9 inc. 

~ ^ 8.  Seeds,  * V **  or  tares  at  6, 

c..  - ■ - ^ , -»*■  .* 

i|  9.  Seeds,  , 1 1.  Wheat,  drilled  at  9 inc. 

Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  a very  uncommon  variation 


f • *»< 


t- 
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t. 

•f- 


5-  Tares,  ^ 
6.  Wheat. 


Upon  a iarge  part  of  this  fine  farm  the  former  rotation  *"i 

. ^ ^ * *'*  * t > [ »vf** ' ' ^ . *1^  * 

^ included  a summer-fallow,  which  afforded  (broken  at 

k'  .+•  ^ * • if 0 i*^i_  rA  j r__  1? »_  * / 


■ from  the  general  husbandl  y : • 

• * «*  1.  Turnips,  4.'  Seeds, 

t ^ . ; a.  'Barley^  ^ '•*  Twc 

* •’  3.  Seeds, 

% T‘- 

I whatever  time)  little  food  for  live  stock  ; tares  now  occupy 
the  place,  and  support  immense  herds  of  cattle  and  sheep. 
*T  What  a noble  spetflacle  is  this  faint ! 300  acres  of  turnips, 
i 300  of  barley,  600  of  seeds,  300  of  tares,  and  300  of 
wheat:  1800  acres  arable,  the  crops  luxuriant,  and 
& .much  the  greater  part  of  the  farm  very  clean ; all  of  it 
I excepc  the  layers  ; on  which,  however,  some  thistles,  so 
,f  difficult  to  extirpate. 

>■.  Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  is  in  the  four-shift, 
*4  V_;  4 returning  to  turnips  always  after  the  wheat,  for  he  thinks 
, -•>  that  nothing  is  so  bad  as  taking  a fifth  crop. 

At  Caistor,  in  Fkg,  the  land  excellent ; they  are  in  the 


J& 


f?  . 


*,  five-shift  of  East  Norfolk,  that  is, 

/ ._  '■  1.  Turnips,  4.  Wheat, 

X *.  'J  ■ 


. ■* 


. 1’ 


2.  -Barley, 

3.  Clover, 


5.  Barley ; 


.4\ 


? ,/  3-  '~Iover>  ■ 

<»'  with  two  Variations  praftised  sometimes  by  Mr.  Everit, 

a-flWlie  Hall  farm.  ' ’ 

=»>:■  . V.  „ *.  t -.r 

, ”✓  1.  2.  Coleseed  instead  of  turnips  and  barley,  taking 

* v-l.MfT  •••.  '•  - ' - 


-r  two  years,,  '■*' 

3-  Wheat,  “ * - ? > V.  * ' • G ‘ 

\ i jp  Barley ; but  not  9 great  crop ; and  then  turnips 

£-  ; ' ? ’-'A 


r. 


The  other  is,  to  substitute  pease  instead  of  clover,  fol- 

V - 4 ' 1#  a(?3*-'J  •'  •*  . lowed 

t.  «t  ..  • a.  -*•  W_. 
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. • v.  , i “ . v ' ;V  •;  9 . 

lowed  by  wheat,  and  then  in  the  four-shift,  to  come  again  * . 

v * *.••-'*  ■*  ^ _ jfc 

to  turnips.  v ^ 


<^4v 

A remarkable  circumstance  in  the  rotation  of  crops  herjj^  3y 
is,  that  spring  corn  will  not  succeed  well  after  wheat  whicnr  , ' 
follows  cole  seed  : they  will  give  an  excellent  summdV- 


fallow  for  this  crop  ; spread  14  loads  of  fine  dung  per  acre, 
and  sowing  wheat  after  the  cole,  get  the  finest  crops,  yet 
if  barley  or  oats  follow,  the  produce  is  seldom  tolerable  ; 


oats  better  than  barley,  hut  neither  good. 

Some  farmers  at  Hemesby,  and  among  others  Mr.  i 1 
Ferrier,  on  his  own  property  : * , 4.  I 

1.  Turnips,  % 4-  Wheat,  * • * 

2.  Barley,  .•  *5.  Pease,  or  oats, " ; _j  y 

3.  Seeds  (clover  once  in  6.  Wheat.  i 

10  or  1 2 years),  Jf 

It  may  easily  be  supposed  that  the  wheat  of  the  fourth^  * ' 
year  is  much  better  than  that  of  the  sixth.  The  course  * 
cannot  be  defended  even  on  Hemsby  land,  and  the  wheat  *1® 


:annot  be  defended  even  on  Hemsby  land,  and  the  wheat  SX^T 

stubbles  were  some  of  them  not  so  clean  as  they  ought  Hi 

, ■■"atf  ...  - -tie ’*■  4*- ••  /»,■*'  J — 

tobe‘  ^ ^ ® 
At,  Thrigby,  ^Mr.  Brown,  Sec.  is  in  the  Fleg 

hift;  barley  after  the  wheat;  with  the  variation,  to, avoid  * ' 


clover  every  other  round,  of  sowing  half  the  barley  with 
tfi'  . ' “ other  seeds,  and  dibbling  pease  on  the  other  half.  2 

Ac  Cn.it-U  #»»■%>  Mr  Qubt  o 'AtViprc  • 


At  South  Walsham,  Mr.  Syble,  and  others:  Hk  • 1 M 

1.  Turnips,  . ^ 

2.  Barley,  ,j  » ,w  > " X 

:Ve  *V  Si..  Mm.  r l*  - v,  &-L 


2.  Seeds,  one  or  two  years,  ' . * ■ . ‘A  ^ S 

|.stj5  Ba,lC,,or^IS,  - . _ * v>;l' 

Pease.  ***!'■ 


t = Barley, 

llfl  6.  Pease, 
L7.  Wheat. 


. ■ vat  1 

The  variation  of  the  seeds  is  to  prevent  clover  coming  • " 
two  rounds  together,  as  the  land  here,  as  elsewhere,  is^.y  ^ 


V ■». 
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^ As  ’ \-nck  of  it.  Upon  a part,  White  clover,  trefoil,  and  ray  are 

f:.'.  substituted,  and  left  two  years;  about  one  third  of  tlic 

wheat  is  on  a two  years  layer.  If  the  clover  be  a good 

y • crop,  the  wheat  is  better  than  after  the  other  seeds.  The 

i barley  after  wheat  (if  that  followed  a two  years  lay),  * 

is  better  than  after  turnips.  But  Mr.  Syble,  if  the 

, . land  is  foul  after  the  first  wheat,  is  sure  then  to  take 

-A 

'{turnips.  Sometimes  pease  on  a two  years  lay,  and 

then  wheat;  but  Mr.  Syble  does  not  like  pease,  from 

. their  being  so  liable  to  failure.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the 

* husbandry  of  Fleg  and  Blowfield  wants  variation,  from 

**  having  been  kept  too  long  in  a regular  course.  One  which 

, ■*  r "lias  succeeded  with  him,  is  tet  sow  barley  after  pease  or 
» a # * 

B ’*  • ‘ vetches,  in  which  way  he  has  had  great  crops. 

At  Repp;*  and  Martham  the  common  Fleg  five-shift 

husbandry;  that  is,  barley  follows  wheat;  clover  and 

■*  ’ other  seeds  alternate,  and  the  wheat  as  good  after  one'as  - 

r *4  the  other.  '•  ' • . 

" \ At  Ludham.  the  common  five-shift. 

.a  ^ _ * 1 

At  Catfield  [ found  a variation ; here  the  course  is  a sixr 

shift  husbandry : 

■»  f 1.  Turnips,  4.  Clover,  See. 

4 . *>  •»  ■ 

2.  Barney,  5.  Wheat,  1 

3.  Clover,  See.  6.  Barley. 

Mr.  Cubit  practises  this  in  common  with  his  neigh- 
' Jf-  * hours;  the  seeds  riffled  the  second  year  before  harvest, 

^ - t that  is,  rice-baulked , raftered , half  ploughed  : some  scaled , 

a clean  earth,  as  thin  as  possible ; the  management  Mr. 
Thurtell  reprobated  for  his  soil:  and  what  is  singular," 
they  s«*m  to  do  it  with  equal  reference  to  dibbling  and 
.4*w  broad-casting. 

--  ' At  Honing  the  same  as  at,  Catfield.  All  around  North 

• ^ ; Walsham  the  same;  and  thence  to  Preston,  Cromer,  and 

■ m 1 '■  . . . , 

, 04  Ayle- 


F ' •*’  fc 

Upon  a part,  white  clover,  trefoil,  and  ray  are 


«■* ♦ ft* 
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Aylesham,  in  general  the  same  husbandry.  If  seeds  fail,  ,,  jp 
some  scale  the  stubble  in,  and  keep  it  for  pease.'  ^ V 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  assured  me,  <7> 
that  he  considered  the  four-shift  husbandry  of  turnips,  bad  ; * 

clover,  wheat,  as  the  best  of  all  management,  if  the  land  ’ 

■will  bear  it ; but  clover  has  been  sown  so  long  in  East  V; 
Norfolk,  that  it  is  sure  to  fail  in  that  rotation. 

Mr.  DYBLE,at  Scotter,  is  in  the  six  years  course,  which 
is  also  common  through  the  country.  " ^ e 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  has  been,  from*  fhe  year  f»V 
*773»  regularly  in  the  six-shift  husbandry,  of  * *"  **  ^ 

I.,  Turnips,  4.  Seeds — ollond,  ' #•- 

2.  Barley,  >.  , 5.  Wheat,  : ? 

3.  Seeds — hay,  - 6.  Barley; 

which  is  common  throughout  tire  country.  I took  an  ac- 
count of  several  of  his  fields ; and  found  but  few  variations;  ^ , 

accidentally,  wheat  occurred  on  the  first,  instead  of  the 
second  year’s  layer.  Sometimes  the  barley  omitted  after' j-,  t 

the  wheat.  In  a few  instances,  pease  on  the  ollond,  or 
Jiay  and  wheat,  &c.  after  the  pease:  but  the  variations 
few  ; so  as  to  shew  clearly  the  established  rule.  . A 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Heyeringland,  in  the  five-shift the  , 

6eeds  two  years. 

Mr.  Bircwam,  at  Hackford : . 

* ► 

1.  Turnips,  4.  Clover,  and  other  seeds 

' a-  Barley,  '■  alternately, 

3.  Clover,  and  other  seeds  5.  Wheat, 
v alternately,  6.  Barley,  oats,  or  pease. 

But  if  land  be  out  of  condition,  Mr.  Bircham’s  me* 
thod  to  recover  it,  is  to  take, 

*■  j.  Turnips,  3.  Turnips, 

#.  Barley,  4.  Barley, 

The  same  six-shifts  at  Haydon. 


* ■ 


vV;V 
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' £ Mr.  Johnson,  ofThurning,  thinks  that  the  common 

• v 4&u^  £ ( 

. jn*.  * i.:. Turnips,  4.  Seeds, 

£.  2. Parley,  5.  Wheat, 

V*  ^3.  Seeds,  two  years  6.  Barley;  r . 

*which,  is  the  usual  system  about  him,  would  be  improved 

r <&  , . , „ . ... 

*•  by  the  following  variation  : 

^ i&Turnips,  ' 5.  Seeds,  f» 

* 2-  Bariey,  6.  Pease,  ./ 

3 Seeds,  7.  Wheat,  • 1 


4.  Seeds, 


8.  Barley  ; 


' in  which  tlie  land  would  have  rest  for  feeding,  three  years  \ y 

^ rh  eight,  insread  of  two  in  six,  as  in  the  other. 

" Mr.  England,  at  Bingham  : „ 

f ’ 0 •»  » 
' ' 1.  Turnips,  4.  Seeds, 

^ 2.  Barley,  " 5.  Wheat;  .>  , ' t.  ^ \ .. 

■:  ^ 3-.Seeds,  . R . 


never  adding  barley  after  the  wheat.  Sometimes  on  ten-  w*  •. .. 
der  land,  not  equal  to  wheat,  drills  pease  on  the  ollond,  jjy  . . ^ 

and  then,"  if  the  land  beclca'n,  takes  barley,  or  even  wheat,  * " ■*'*  . 

. -#■  but  not  without  rape  cake.  ^ r • K 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton:  _ ‘ 

' - i.  . Turnips,  - 5.  Wheat,  drilled, 

/i  I yg  a.  Bariev,  ; ; 6.  Turnips,  > « $ •:« 

3.  Trefoil,  white  clover,  7.  Barlpy,  . " 1 * 

^ > * <-  and  ray,  8.  Clover,  - “ 

* •>*»*  , »,  * ' 

■ - :r,  ’ „ , 4.  Ditto,  * 9.  Wheat. 

, s*"  iEvery  idea  of  this  most  accurate  farmer,  merits  much  at-  -* 

v.  'tention ; and  this  course  among  the  rest : whenever  red  clover  •'  t 

is  left  a second  year,  it  disappears,  and  the  land  is  principal-  -t  ( 

■ ■,  • ly  covered  with  ray  grass : query — if  it  is  not  much  better, 

• " . *v  - 4^  "•  • 

„ f when  red  clover  is  the  object,  never  to  leave  it  two  years:  v.’ 

this  is  an  improvement  in  Mr.  Reeve’s  intention,  hut  it  -.  * " 

aj»as  not  yet  been  his  general  pradticc.  • • *’  1' 

•.  .1  Air.  . •>.  ■ ; 

■i  ***  • ^ # - , n ► j , • t * ‘ 
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Mr.  Reeve  mucked  a barley  stubble  for  vetches,  4 4 
ploughed  once  for  that  fcrop  ; and  then  drilled  wheat  on 

f 

pne  other  ploughing.  The  stubble  clean  as  a garden. 

•'  Mr.  M.  Hill:  ’ J . , ' ' \ * | . 

6.  Turnips, 

7.  Barley, 

8.  Seeds, 

9;  Pease,  or  tares, 

* jo.  Wheat. 


> 4 

% 41 
• 

> 


& 


* 


4 


/ r 
1 > 


r * 

> , '• , 

*’•  r 


I.  Turnips, 
a.  Barley, 

3.  Seeds,  „ ; 

4.  Seeds, 

3.  hWheat, 

Mr.  M.  Hill  has  now  (1802)  on  his  farm  a very  fine  * 
field  of  wheat,  drilled  on  the  flag  of  a four  years  layer:  * 

Jie  remarked  it  as  an  instance  of  confidence  in  his  landlord  * 
(Mr.  Coke),  not  to  have  broken  it  up  sooner  at  the  end 
of  a lease.  *’ 

The  same  farmer  sows  cole  after  winter  vetches  fed  off" 
eats  it  off"  at  Michaelmas  ; sows  rye  for  spring  feed  ; cats 
that  off,  and  tills  for  turnips,  getting  four  green  crops  to 
feed  on  the  land  in  two  years.  Excellent  husbandry.  , * 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  is  in  the  five^. 
shifts ; the  seeds  for  two  years/ 

The  following  detail  of  all,  the  courses  pursued  by 
DursgATE,  on  his  fine  farm  of  Summerficld,  is,  m my 
opinion,  a most  satisfactory  account  of  Norfolk  husbandry,'  " 
shewing  the  very  considerable  exertions  made  in  this  coun-  ^ 
ty  for  the  great  obje£ts  of  keeping  lpud  clean  and  in  heart  : '* 

the  particulars  merit  a close  examination.  These  fields 

' ’ » ‘ t . ' V 

contain  near  ioco  acres. 

• ' '•  '•  ■ K V * V . v 

No.  1. — Fring  Break. 

1797  Summer-fallow. 

1798  Wheat,  manured  with  half  a ton  of  rape-cake  per 

acre. 

1799  Turnips,  mucked,  and  fed  with  sheep. 

1800  Barley. 
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l V V-.->  V ^j8oi  Clover  and  rav,  mowed. 

1 ' 1802  Ditto,  fed  with  sheep. 

v .. 

v - No.  2. — Upper-end  of  Cow-close. 

1797  Half  summer-fallowed.  Half  vetches,  fed  by 
•S*'w'  • ■ sheep. 

•'  .f' . 1798  Wheat,  rape-cake  oni  one-half  of  it,  one-quarter 

t of  a ton ; on  the  other  half,  one-third  of  a ton. 

f 1 799  Turnips,  mucked,  and  fed  with  sheep. 

* ^ ‘ 1800  Barley. 

. \ 1801  Trefoil  and  ray,  half  of  it  mowed. 


,3}  ,•.«  1802  Ditto,  fed  with  sheep.  %> 

• * to-  ' 


^ No.  3. — Fox  Close,  new  broken  up  fox-cover. 

a *797  Oats. 

* 179SWhe.it. 

* 1-799  Turnips,  drawn. 

$ '*  1800  Barley. 


A 1801  Trefoi 

i-'Hi  1802  Ditto, 

- ' 2 Ass.  jR  Jfc 


1 and  ray,  fed  with  horses. 


fed  with  horses  and  sheep. 


No.  4. — First  Burnt  Stock. 

' “ S*  Iirni  r»c 


„ V797  T urnips,  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  rape-cake  per 
A acre,  fed  with  sheep. 

«*  jf  . 1798  Barley. 

. W T J799  Turnips,  mucked,  and  fed  with  sheep. 

■ ?'  ^ j£^8oq,  Barley. 


r ’I 


•>  * j'  j8oi  Trefoil,  fed  with  sheep.  • i*.-1  i„ 

i jL  ***»  Di,,°’  «•'  i»  -.  •:*  • • 

No.  c. — Church-Hill.  #;* 


17.97  Pease,  harley,  and  vetches. 


jA-  s_,j  1798  Turnips,  mucked,  and  one-quarter  of  a ton  of 

S rape-cake  per  acre;  fed  with  sheep.  '•  ■■  ’ 


i W*™  Barlcy-  5*  ’ £$*  i 1 
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1801  Clover,  fed  with  sheep. 

1802  White  pease. 


£ . > 


'«.*  ' '<  ' y •*;  Vj; 

No.  6. — Black  Hum. 


“ i>  {•*.  1,?  'f 

. «?»  ••• 

* . a*'  ■ 

*797  Ollond,  two  years,  fed  with  sheep.  \ .$•  >. 

1798  Turnips,  mucked,  and  fed  with  sheep.  ; * • 

1799  Barley.  ,,  , ’ 4 

1800  Trefoil,  mowed.  <.^  ,7  i 

1801  Ditto,  fed  with  sheep.  , .»  1 4 

1802  Vetches.  . . \ . y -*  - > V *V  < 

' V " 3‘  * '{  “y  ^ if*.  j, 

No.  7» — First  part  Cow-close.  -•  * V 
1797  Wheat.  ' Y. 

* 


.. 

*•  ■ •* 


r 


*■ 

.et  1 


1798  Turnips,  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  rape-cake  per 

acre;  fed  with  sheep.  , 

1799  Barley.  3 ~ \ 

1800  Trefoil,  fed  with  sheep. 

1801  Ditto,  fed  with  liorses.  . ,5  ' 

1802  White  pease.  ‘ 


No.  8. — Stack-vard  Break. 
* * 


1797  Turnips,  mucked,  and  fed  with  sheep.  ^ 


j.* 


;V  * 


t a 


1798  Barley.  •«'  v 

*799  Clover  and  ray,  mown.  “*  t 
*8oo  Ditto,  fed  with  horses  and  sheep.  . ^ 
i8ot  White  pease.  . , . 

1802  Wheat ; one-thitd  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre.  y*. ,, 
No.  9.— New-pit.  ‘ #*•  ' i 

. / r .1  _ , 

1797  Turnips,  half  mucked,  and  on  the  other  half  a ^.1 

quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre,  fed  with  sheep. 

1798  Bariev.  ^ V * 


*799  Trefoil,  ray,  and  white  clover,  fed  with  sheep. 


1800  Dtto,  fed  with  sheep. 


> 


j8oi  White  pease. 
1802  Barley.  k 


'••4 


. s. 

‘ >. 
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No.  io. — Hilly-piecc. 

j&^?T  . ' * 797  Turnips,  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre, J •' 
**  ijt  4.,  and  fed  with  sheep. 


ftl  and  fed  with  sheep. 

. 1798  Barley. 

.t  1799  White  clover  and  ray,  fed  with  sheep. 

y ' 1800  Ditto,  sheep  fed. 

" 1801  White  pease. 

f - f'1#  ftj|8o2  Barley- 


» T 


»*  VJ797  Turnips,  mucked,  and  sheep  fed. 

’ % ^798  Barley. 

Jfc^f***  1 799  Trefoil,  white  clover,  and  ray,  sheep  fed. 

1800  Ditto,  sheep  fed. 

1801  Vetches.  -•  . V 

>^|TS,8“b^  r..t 

3 *V  ’ No.  12. — First  19  Acres. 

\1r 

^ 1797  Turnips,  mucked,  and  sheep  fed. 

1798  Barley.  ■ < v 

£ a 1799  Clover  and  ray,  mown. 

* 1800  Ditt--,  sheep  fed.  *,  f » 

„i80i  Whitepease.^  . • - 

1802  Wheat  ; one-third  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre. 

No.  13. — First  14  Acres. 

' 9*  # 4B  Hf1  ’ -js  - 40 

' “ x 797  Turnips,  mucked,  sheep  fed 


t 

fc‘V 


/ A f \ ' 


ft 


jV  : 1798  Barley. 


*1 


Vi 

n 


Aft  , «»»  row  • *t  y i>|  - * 

\ij***&  1 799  Trefoil,  white  Dutch,  and  ray,  sheep  fed. 

1800  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  X ’» 

1801  Vetches,  soiled.  * it 

Wheat,  part  mucked,  the  rest  one-third  of  a tottr  *. 

9 +■  ’ . 1 of  cake  per  acre. 

ifjSSfr  • • ••  «■;. 
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i©6  v course  of  crops.  t “ ' £,  # 

• ■ 1 ; - -v  - % ■'.  .i.  k " v'»: 

No.  14. — Second  14  Acres.  ' v , 

.1797  Turnips,  mucked,  sheep  fed.  • ' £>• 

v 1798  Barley.  , 

* . 1799  Trefoil,  ray,  and  white  clover,  sheep  fed.  & ■ v 

1800  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  Sf1 

,1801  White  pease.  ...  <■ 

1802  Wheat : one-third  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre.  « *• 

. • - V '•  > ft  i 

No.  15 — Lady  Summersby  Break.  „ U,  I 

1797  Barley,  after  mucked  turnips,  and  sheep  fed.  , ' \ 

1798  Clover,  ray,  and  white  Dutch,  mown,  ^ ^ ^ § 5 

1799  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  V,  •'  $ 

j 800  Pease.  * J •> 

1801  Wheat ; one-third  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre.  ^ 

1802  Turnips,  mucked.  ; ’ ■ £ 

, No.  16. — SafFron-row.  , ,v'5c  t” 


1797  Barley*  after  turnips;  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cak?  ~'£  *. 

per  acre,  and  fed  with  sheep. 

1798  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  mown.  $ ' » 

1799  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  . • .»  ^.v  $£ 

/ 1800  Forty  acres  of  it  summer-fallow ; 1 1 of  it  pease. 

1801  Wheat ; one-third  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre.' } ^ 

1802.  Turnips,  mucked.  ' 

: "No.  17.— Thoroughfare.  - ' ,>  ^V*  ^ , 

; 1797  Barley,  after  turnips,  mucked,  and  sheep  fed.  ...  jL 

"1798  Clover,  ray,  and  Dutch,  mown.  ■- 

1799  Ditto,  sheep  fed.'  \ ' ■ • v ^4  jv  ^ 

1800  Pease.  r-  ,>.  ■'* 

1801  Barley.  • **.*,,«, 

• * 1802  Turnips,  mucked.  '*  :t  - — 

r •*  * s , 'to*  V t*“'  -Sjr 

. . * No.  t8. — Second  Burnt  Stock.  ' * . * 

1797  Barley,  after  wheat.  />*  43.  ^ & 

■■’  V.  1798  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  sheep  fed.  . ‘ ^ 

1799  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  r 

_ , * V . <*  l800  »« 
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1800  Trefoil,  and  then  bastard  summer  tilth. 

W 1801  Wheat ; half  of  it  tathed  ; half  of  it  manured  with 

• • 

cake,  one-third  of  a ton  per  acre. 


■V  *• 

* 4 


1802  Turnips,  one-quarter  ton  cake. 


v 4* 


No.  19. — Eleven  Acres. 


2797  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  sheep  feed. 

*798  Ditto,  sheep  fedl 
'*■  j % 799  Ditto,  ditto*  l 

*’•  ft  ~ *.v^8oo  Vetches,  soildd. 

. y .v. . 1801  Barley, A ’►* 

*a  . . 1802  Turnips ; one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre. 

'2c-  * ■ 

No.  20. — Brick-kiln  Breck. 

* 1797  Clover,  ray,  and  Dutch,  mown. 

1798  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  • , 


" y 4-, 

* ",  i. 


't 


1799  Ditto,  20  acres  of  it  sheep  fed ; 33  ditto,  bastard- 
fallow. 

‘ . • • • , ^ 

*1  1800  Wheat,  ploughed  up  15  acres,  and  sowed  Tar-  J 


• % ^ 3,  *•  tarian  oats. 


I 1801  Turnips,  mucked;  and  part  of  it  one-quarter  of 

'if  . ~ a tou  of  cake  per  acre ; sheep  fed. 

.p  1802  Barley.  . •’ 

<•  4 f No.  * 1.— Black  Hurn,  adjoining. 

^ 1 797  Barley,  after  turnips,  one-quarter  of  a ton  of 


-»« 


cake  per  acre  ; sheep  fed. 


^98  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  sheep  fed. 


1799  Turnips ; ' one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre; 

* ' '**>'  sheep  fed. 

1800  Wheat, -.drilled,  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake. 

1$oi  Turnips,  mucked ; sheep  fed. 

> 1802  Barley.  *. 

No.  22. — First  part  Long  Snqlling.  * 

K 1797  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  sheep  fed.  ' . ■ 

* •>  , 1 798  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  ' ‘ ■; 

■ ■ , i ‘ ; . * • . 
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1799 
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‘ 1799  Half  vetches,  soiled:  half  summer-fallow. 


1800  Wheat ; one-third  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre. 


' ’ £ 18oi  Turnips,  mucked  part;  part  caked,  one-quarter 

v , ...  , , if  i 

v-of  a 
shee[ 

1802  Barley. 


$ 

'*-5.  * 

•■•9  - 


of  a ton  per  acre;  one-half  drawn;  one-half 
sheep  fed.  v . ...  * 


r ...  - , v l'  ,jk  U,  /i 

No.  23. — -Seventeen  Acres. , 


, 1707  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  sheep  fed.  ^ 

/7I<  ..  1 / /•  W4Jl  «. 

,,  - 1798  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  V'ti  > 

" * . 4 h*  ’1799  Summer-fallowt  ♦** 


* 

r .J* 


r"  ^ 


4. 
* ?’i 


1799  summer-ianow.  *•  ' . W 

1800  Wheat;  one-third  of  a ton  of  rape  cake  per  acre.  ^ * 

1801  Turnips ; one -fourth  of  a ton  of  ditto,  sheep  fed. 

K 

1802  Barley. 

No.  24. — Paddock. 

1797  Trefoil,  ray,*  and  Dutch,  sheep  fed. 

1798  Ditto,  sheep  fed.  ^ 2 £ f . 

* 1799  Summer-fallow.  ' *>' 

1800  Wheat;  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  •acre'/ ^ r 

1801  Turnips,  mucked,  sheep  fed.  it  '•  v 

* 1.802  Barley.  "•  ‘ ,.  ' „ 1 

; v‘.  J*  K v’rt  No.  25.— Home  Break.  ' ' .3*  f 

1797  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  one-half  fed,  one-hall*7 

mown.  ~ --  * * w*  . • 

, r 1 ; £'.• 


5*-*  v 


. 4r  . ' i 1798  Ditto,  sheep  fed 

1799  w heat ; forty  acres  of  it  manured  with  one-qbar- 


ter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acrg; 
:o  Turni| 
twet 

' v 1801  Barley 


?*•'  * 


I Cl  Ul  *4  tv*t  v«  '-“•‘V  |'V.  -’r- V 1 r;  • 

' -|r  ' V ■ ^ j8co  Turnips ; forty  acres,  one-quarter  of  a tqnof  cake 
twenty  acres  mucked. 
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% .•  1832  Clover;  forty  acres  mown;  twenty  acres* fed 

K * v horses.  jy.  v ^ < «■’ 

« 


-<  -A  4.^ 

^ f "f  / N0.V26. — Ling  Piece,  r ' ’ 

r 1797  Layer,  second  year  sheep  fed. 

1798  Summer-fallow;  clayed.  v < 

^ \ ‘ ^ MT99  1 


- & 


“ * 

wS  -W'  * / 

Digjtizedb^  Google 


COURSE  OF  CROPS. 


209 


*799  Tartarian  oats. 

1 800  Turnips ; one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre. 

1801  Barley. 

1802  Trefoil,  mown. 

No.  27. — Second  Nineteen  Acres. 

1797  Trefoil,  ray,  and  Dutch,  sheep  fed. 

1798  Summer-fallow. 

1799  Wheat ; one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre. 

1800  Turnips;  ditto,  sheep  fed. 

1801  Barley. 

1802  Clover,  mowed. 

No.  28. — Fourteen  Acres  adjoining. 

1797  Clover,  ray,  and  Dutch,  mowed. 

1798  Ditto,  mown. 

1799  Tartarian  oats. 

1800  Turnips ; one-quarter  of  a totj  of  cake  per  acre  ; 

sheep  fed. 

1801  Barley. 

1802  Trefoil,  sheep  fed. 

No.  29. — Second  Long  Sneliing. 

1797  Layer,  second  year  sheep  fed. 

1798  Summer-fallow. 

1799  Wheat;  one-quarter  of  a ton  of  cake  per  acre; 

on  the  other  halt,  one-third  of  a ton. 

1 800  Turnips,  mucked;  sheep  fed. 
i8or  Bailey. 

1802  Trefoil,  mown. 

A finer  detail  of  courses,  or  of  great  exertions  in  excel- 
lent management,  has  not  often  been  seen. 

A singular  management  he  has  pra&ised,  has  been  that 
of  breaking  up  a one  year’s  layer,  and  sowing  turnips,  to 
the  quantity  of  from  twenty  to  fifty  acres  in  a year,  feeding 
them  off  with  sheep,  and  then  drilling  wheat  on  one  earth. 
NORFOLK.]  p Part 
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Part  of  one  of  Mr.  Dursgate’s  fields  was  summer- 
fallow  and  part  pease ; the  whole  then  sown  with  wheat, 
which  was  better  after  the  pease  than  after  the  fallow ; 
the  crop  was  damaged  by  the  wire  worm,  against  which 
, he  has  found  fallowing  no  security. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornham,  the  old  four-shift,  of 

1.  Turnips,  3.  Seeds, 

2.  Barley,  4.  Wheat. 

Clover,  one  round,  and  other  seeds  the  next. 

At  Holm,  on  rich  loam  : 

1.  Turnips,  4.  Clover,  and  tempered, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Wheat, 

3.  Clover  and  ray-grass,  6.  Bailey. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snetiisham  : 

1.  Turnips,  4.  Seeds, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Pease,* 

3.  Seeds,  6.  Wheat, 

Mr.  Goddison,  at  Houghton,  and  the  farmers  gene- 
rally, are  in  the  five-shift  husbandry. 

The  same  at  Hillington. 

Mr.  Beck,  at  Risetng,  the  same.  The  seeds  two  years, 
and  clover  in  alternate  rounds.  The  fifth  year  some  take 
wheat,  some  pease,  and  then  wheat ; but  the  land  thus 
getting  foul,  Mr.  Beck  has  not  pradtised  it  of  late  yean. 
When  he  has  taken  turnips  after  pease,  he  has  fed  them 
off  in  time  for  wheat,  on.  one  earth  broad-cast  on  four- 
furrow  work. 

The  old  four-shift  at  Grimstone. 

The  same  to  the  east  of  the  Ouze  around  Downham, 
for  some  miles ; sometimes  the  seeds  are  left  two  years, 
but  in  general  only  one:  the  course,  however,  is  not  by 
all  adhered  to,  for  some  sow  barley  after  wheat — some  few 
beans..  Mr.  Saffory  thinks  that  the  grand  point  now  in 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  husbandry  is  a due  change  and  variation  of  crops, 
as  beans,  carrots,  &c. 

At  Watlington  the  same  four-shift  course : if  clover 
fails,  pease,  and  then  wheat. 

Mr.  Rogerson,  at  Narborough,  on  very  poor  sand, 
the  five-shift,  the  seeds  lying  two  years : but  on  the  worst 
land,  instead  of  wheat  in  the  fifth  year,  rye,  barley, 
vetches,  pease,  or  Tartarian  oats.  He  had  no  wheat  this 
year  (1802). 

About  W ymondham : 
x.  Turnips, 

2.  Barley, 

3.  Clover  ; or  clover,  trefoil,  white  clover  arid  ray, 

one  year. 

4.  Wheat, 

5.  Barley,  but  with  exceptions.  If  the  seeds  fail, 
dibble  pease  sometimes,  and  take  wheat  after. 

At  Besthorpe : 

r., Turnips,  4.  Wheat, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Barley; 

3.  Clover,  &c. 

but  Mr.  Priest  leaves  out  this  last  crop. 

Mr.  Twist,  at  Bretenham  : 

1.  Turnips,  4*.  Ditto, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Rye,  on  one  Or  on 

3.  T refoil  and  ray  grass,  three  earths. 

At  Acle,  on  some  of  the  finest  Wheat  lafid  in  the  countv  : 

1.  Turnips,  4.  Wheat, 

2.  Bailey,  5.  Peaie, 

3.  Glover,  6.  Wheat. 

At  Halvergate  also,  very  fine  land  in  the  same  cotlrst. 

If  clover  follows  once  in  four  years,  it  is  sure  to  fail. 

Thirty  years  ago,  a course  I met  with  in  Fleg  hundred 
was : 

p 2 I.  Turnips, 
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I.  Turnips,  4.  Ditto, 

a.  Barky,  5.  Buck-wheat,  or  pease, 

3.  Clover  and  ray,  6.  Wheat.  . ' 

It  was  remarked  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  near  Nor-  y 
wkh,  that  the  crops  of  barley,  after  turnips  fed  late,  were 
generally  bad,  which  led  to  a practice  that  deserves  not- 
ing ; buck-wheat  was  substituted,  which  succeeded  well, 
and  was  followed  by  wheat ; an  observation  very  applica- 
ble to  Swedish  turnips  at  present.  •- 

COURSES  ON  STRONGER  LAND. 

V 

At  Thelton,  Mr.  Havers,  on  his  drier  soils : 

1.  Turnips,  * 

2.  Barky, 

3.  Clover,  ©nee  in  eight  years,  the  land  being  sick  of 

4.  W heat,  dibbled. 

But  on  heavy  land: 

1.  Summer-fallow,  4.  Wheat,  dibSled, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Beans. 

3.  Clover,  once  in  eight  years. 

On  either  soil,  in  the  intermediate  course,  trefoil,  ray, 
and  white  suckling,  substituted  for  clover;  sometimes  left 
two  years,  and  then  pease  on  the  lighter  land,  and  beans 
on  the  heavy — wheat  following. 

Mr.  Drake,  of  Billingford,  on  heavy  land: 

1.  Summer-fallow,  4.  Wheat, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Beans  or  oats. 

3.  Clover, 

But  as  the  land  is  sick  of  clover,  he  does  not  sow  it  of- 
tener  than  once  in  eight  or  ten  years ; using  white  clover 
the  intermediate  round. 

On  his  light  land,  the  common  four-shift  husbandry. 

Mr.  Pitts,  at  Thorpe  Abbots,  on  gravel  : 

1.  Turnips, 
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1.  Turnips,  ' 3.  Seeds, 

2.  Barley,  4.  Wheat,  barley,  or  pease. 

But  on  heavy  bnd : 

I.  Summer-fallow,  * 3.  Seeds, 

a.  Barley,  - 4.  Wheat. 

Some  put  in  pease  or  beans  on  the  seeds,  and  then  wheat. 

Mr.  Mildred,  on  tire  Duke  of  Norfolk’s  beauti- 
ful farm  at  Earsham,  near  Bungay;  on  his  lighter  land, 
the  four-shift  husbandry  ; but  on  the  heavy  r 

1.  Summer-fallow,  4.  Wheat,  dibbled, 

1 2.  Barley,  5.  Beans  or  oats,  the  fbr- 

3.  Seeds,  mer  dibbled. 

His  seeds  for  change  are  trefoil  and  white  clover : he 
does  not  like  ray  grass,  therefore  sows  as  little  as  possible. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  summer-fallows  the  strong 
land  at  HcmpnaL,  for  barley  and  wheat  alternately  ; taking 
beans  aftei  either,,  and  wheat  after  the  beaus. 

. On  the  sandy  and  gravelly  loams  of  the  hundred  of 
Loddon,  the  four-shift  husbandry  ; but  as  the  land  is  sick 
of  clover,  they  sow  it  but  once  in  eight  years:  sow  white 
clover  and  trefoil  instead  of  it. 

Mr.  Salter,  near  Dereham,  on  land  so  wet  as  to  re- 
quire much  hollow-draining : 

1.  Turnips,  3.  Clover, 

2.  Barley,  4.  Wheat. 

But  it  does  not  keep  his  land  free  from  charlock. 

1776,  at  Walpole: 

1.  Fallow,  *■  4.  Beans, 

2.  Wheat,  3.  Wheat. 

3.  Oats, 

Mr.  Forby’s,  at  Fincham,  on  strong  land: 

1 . Cabbages,  dunged  for,  and  worth,  on  an  aver  age, 
5I.  per  acre ; 

2.  Barley,  9!  coombs ; 

P 3 3.  Clover, 
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3.  Clover,  mown  twice,  produce  three  tons ; 

4.  Wheat,  dibbled,  8£  coombs  ; has  had  ten  round  ; 

5.  Oats,  fifteen  coombs. 

About  Harleston,  on  their  good  losms'of  20s.  or  25s. 
an  acre,  on  a marie  bottom,  they  pursue  pretty  much 
this  rotation : 

1.  Fallow,  3.  Beans, 

, 2.  Wheat,  4.  Wheat. 

With  this  variation : 

1.  Fallow,  4.  Beans, 

2.  Wheat,  5.  Wheat. 

3.  Clover, 

The  beans  all  dibbled,  one  row  on  a furrow ; three 
bushels  of  Windsor  ticks  per  acre  : they  used  to  manure 
for  the  wheat  after  them,  but  of  late  have  got  much  into 
tl)e  praib’ce  of  manuring  for  the  beans,  which  has  suc- 
ceeded far  better,  not  only  for  the  beans,  but  with  tire 
wheat  also.  They  most  approve  of  ploughing  the  land 
for  beans  in  the  autumn,  and  leaving  it  in  order,  well 
water-gripped,  for  planting,  after  harrowing,  the  end  of 
February  or  beginning  of  March,  on  this  stale  furrow. 
Crop,  from  eight  to  twelve  coombs  an  acre.  Dibbling  is 
6s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  hand-hoeing,  twice,  10s. — 5s.  each 
time.  They  harrow,  and  roll  in  die  clover  on  the  wheat, 
in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Salter,  at  Winborough,  applied  summer-fal- 
lowing, the  first  year  of  his  taking  his  farm,  much  of 
which  consists  of  various  loams  and  sands,  on  a strong 
marlcy  and  clayey  bottom,  and  abounding  with  springs ; 
but  after  that,  he  has  never  fallowed,  and  never  will. — 
His  expression  was,  “ a man  is  a madman  that  summer- 
fallows."  He  is  very  regularly  in  the  four-shift  course  of: 

1.  Turnips,  3.  Clover, 

2.  Barley,  4.  Wheat. 

If 
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If  clover  fails,  or  on  lands  where  he  expe&s  it  to  fail, 
winter  tares  or  pease,  instead  of  it.  His  wheat,  on  layers, 
all  dibbled,  and  the  turnips  fed  by  sheep  on  the  land  ; on 
the  wettest  soils,  kept  on  them  only  by  day,  and  laying  on 
grass-land  at  night. 

At  East  Bilney,  Brisley,  Gressenhall,  Stanfield,  Betdey, 
and  Mileham,  being  adjoining  parishes,  the  common 
course  is: 

1.  Turnips,  4.  Wheat, 

2.  Barley,  and  some  add, 

3.  Clover,  5.  Barley. 

Also : 

1.  Summer-fallow,  5.  Barley, 

2.  W'hcat,  . 6.  Clover, 

3.  Oats,  7.  Wheat. 

. 4.  Turnips, 

The  Rev.  Dixon  Hoste,  on  some  of  die  strongest 
pnd  most  tenacious  land  I have  seen  in  Norfolk: 

t.  Turnips,  6.  Barley,  drilled,  ' 

2.  Barley,  drilled,  7.  Tares,  &:c.  as  the  land  is 

3.  Clover,  sick  of  clover, 

4.  Wheat,  drilled,  8.  Wheat,  drilled. 

5.  Turnips, 

Recurring  thus  but  once  in  eight  years,  die  clover 
Stands. 

At  Good  wick,  and  the  neighbouring  heavy  land  pa- 
rishes, the  four-shift  husbandry ; the  turnips  on  nearly 
flat  lands  ! There  are,  however,  some  summer-fallow? 
for  wheat,  in  which  case  the  course  is: 

1.  Fallow,  4.  Barley, 

2.  Wheat,  5.  Clover, 

3.  Turnips,  6.  Wheat. 

Mr.  Porter,  at  Watlington,  on  strong  land: 

1.  Fallow,  3.  Beans, 

2.  Wheat,  4.  Wheat. 

p 4 One- 
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One-fourth  fallow.  If  fallow  is  had  recourse  to,  how 

# »• 

much  better  to  introduce  it  thus: 

1.  Fallow,  . 4.  Wheat, 

2.  Barley,  5.  Beans, 

3.  Beans,  6.  Wheat. 

MARSHLAND. 

At  Wiginhall,  St.  Maries : 

1.  Summer  fallow,  3.  Beans, 

2.  Wheat,  4.  Wheat. 

This  by  good  farmers ; but  some  go  on : 

5.  Oats,  , 6.  Barley, 'or  big. 

On  Governor  Bentinck’s  estate,  in  Terrington,  by 
Mr.  William  Arton,  a tenant: 


2 . Wheat, 

4.  Potatoes, 

2.  Oats, 

5.  Wheat. 

3.  Wheat, 

Will  any  reader  believe  that  this  note  could  be  made  in 

the  county  of  Norfolk  ? 

Another  field  of  the  same  farm  : 

I.  Wheat, 

3.  Oats, 

2.  Wheat, 

4.  Potatoes. 

Another : 

1.  Fallow, 

4.  Wheat, 

2.  Oats, 

5.  Spring, wheat. 

3.  Wheat, 

Bravo  ! for  Marshland  lads  ! 

Other  curious  courses, 

from  the  same  book  : 

I.  Wheat, 

I.  Fallow, 

2.  Wheat, 

2.  Oats, 

3.  Oats, 

1 3.  Wheat, 

4.  Potatoes, 

4.  Wheat, 

5.  Wheat. 

5.  Wheat.  ’ 

1.  Fallow, 

* 
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x.  Fallow, 

4.  Wheat, 

2.  Oats, 

5.  Bariev. 

3.  Wheat, 
At  W alpole : 

I.  Summer-fallow, 

3.  Oats, 

2.  Wheat, 

4.  W heat. 

Also: 

1.  Oats  on  grass, 

4.  Wheat, 

2.  Cole, 

5.  Fallow- 

3.  Oats, 
Another : 

x.  Summer-fallow, 

5.  Wheat, 

2.  Wheat, 

6.  Barley  or  oats. 

3.  Oats, 

7.  Clover, 

4.  Beans, 

8.  Wheat. 

Mr.  Sway  ve  : 

t 

).  Fallow, 

4.  Beans, 

2.  Oats, 

5.  Wheat. 

3.  Wheat, 

Adjoining  Marshland  Smcth 

1,  to  the  North,  See. 

1.  Summer-fallow, 

4.  Oats, 

2.  Wheat, 

and  some. 

3.  Beans, 

5.,  Wheat. 

Also : 

1.  Cole,  4.  Beans, 

2.  Cole  seeded,  5.  Oats  or  wheat. 

3.  Wheat, 

Mr.  Saffory’s  fen  farms  at  Denver  Wclney,  Ford- 
ham,  Downham,  west  side: 

1.  Pare  and  burn  for  cole  for  sheep  ; the  crop  worth 

30s.  to  40s. 

2.  Oats,  fifteen  coombs, 

3.  Wheat,  seven  coombs, 

4.  Summerland  cole  for  sheep,  25s. 

5.  Oats,  fifteen  coombs, 

6.  Laid 
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6.  Laid  to  ray,  one  bush,  white  clover  81b.  red  ditto, 
81b.  for  three  years,  fed  in  general  with  sheep  and 
beasts,  some  mown  i|-  load  an  acre. 

Sometimes  red  clover  only  for  one  year,  ploughed  up, 
and  wheat  dibbled. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

One  observation  on  the  Norfolk  courses  occurs,  which 
the  practice  of  Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  I think,  justi- 
fies:— he  was  long  in  the  common  system  before  he  struck 
out  4 variation ; and  he  was  induced  to  it,  partly  from  a 
conviction  that  the  land  generally  wanted  a change:  the 
want  of  variety  in  the  courses  of  the  county,  is  the  cir- 
cumstance that  I wish  to  allude  to.  For  6o  or  70  years, 
the  variations  have,  upon  the  whole,  been  very  few : all 
have  begun  with  turnips,  followed  by  barley ; then  seeds, 
in  which  alone  have  occurred  the  chief  variations,  and 
those,  by  force  of  necessity,  from  failures.  If  there  is  a 
deficiency,  I think  it  will  be  found  in  not  having  some 
substitutions  of  crops  for  so  regular  a routine.  Mr.  Pur- 
bis  introducing  tares,  appears  a good  idea  : pease  have 
been  taken  by  some  other  farmers  ; but  Mr.  Overman’s 
curious  observation,  that  they  will  not  succeed,  if  taken 
oftener  than  once  in  11  or  12  years,  should  be  a caution. 
Chicory,  followed  by  winter  tares,  amongst  which  some 
scattered  plants  rising,  would  be  of  no  consequence,  but 
rather  an  advantage,  deserves  attention.  Upon  very  poor 
soils,  this  plant  is  essential  to  profit. 

Another  crop  I shall  take  the  liberty  of  naming  for  loams, 
is  the  bean.  The  notion,  in  Norfolk,  that  this  is  adapted  only 
to  strong  soils,  is  very  erroneous;  it  is  more  profitable  on 
good  sands,  and  pretty  good  sandy  loams,  than  it  is  on 
clay ; and  would  yield  great  crops  on  soils,  wherein  it  is 
never  found  in  Norfolk. 

Carrots  also  deserve  attention  ; for  turnips  have  been  re- 
peated till  the  land  is  sick  of  them. 

SECT, 
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It  is  proper  to  begin  with  the  crop  which,  in  Norfolk, 
is  made  the  basis  of  all  others. 


1.  Course, 

2.  Soil, 

3.  Tillage, 

4.  Manuring, 

5.  Sort, 

6.  Seed, 

7.  Steeping, 


10.  Drilling, 

11.  Consumption, 

12.  Preservation, 

13.  For  seed, 

14.  Is  the  land  tired? 

15.  Swedish  Turnip, 

16.  Importance  of  the 
culture. 


7.  Steeping,  16.  Importance  of  the 

8.  Hoeing,  culture. 

9.  Distempers, 

1.  Course. — At  Massingham,  on  the  first  improvement 
above  sixty  years  ago,  it  was  common  to  take  two  crops 
running  to  clean  the  land,  and  it  answered  greatly : Mr. 
Car’s  barley,  after  the  preparation,  was  greater  than  ever 
known  in  the  common  course:  he  had  6\  quarters  per 
acre. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  considers  a wheat  stubble 
as  the  best  for  turnips. 

2.  Soil. — Norfolk  farmers  are  so  wedded  to  turnips,  that 
they  sow  them  almost  indiscriminately  on  all  soils.  Per- 
haps, the  heaviest  land  I have  yet  seen  in  the  county,  is  at 
Goodwick,  on  the  farm  of  the  Rev.  Dixon  Hoste  : 
and  I was  petrified  to  see  his  turnips  on  such  a soil,  as 
well  as  his  neighbours,  on  broad  fiat  lands : it  is  true,  lie 
has  hollow-drained  well  and  carefully  ; but  the  very  tex- 
ture of  the  soil  is  adhesion  itself,  and  greatly  retentive  of 
water ; so  that  carting  to  remove  the  crop,  is  very  hazard- 
ous ; the  consequence  is,  a barley  crop  inferior  to  the  land  ; 
certainly,  in  many  cases  (even  in  this  fine  barley  year, 
1802),  not  more  than  the  half  of  what  would  have  follow- 
ed beans  or  tares,  well  managed. 

In 
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In  discourse  with  Mr.  Johnson,  atKempston,  I found 
that  he  considered  cultivation  and  turnips  as  synonimous : 
no  farming,  without  turnips : — JVhat , Mr.  Johnson,  on 
very  wet,  stiff,  tenacious , poaching  sails  ? — “ How  are  you. 
to  keep  stock  without  them  ?”  And,  in  Norfolk,  they  ’ 
may  be  said  to  know  nothing  of  the  Northumberland  cul- 
ture, the  only  system  that  can  make  the  crop  advisable  on  /, 
such  land.  ,; 

The  universality  of  this  culture  in  Norfolk,  whatever 
the  soil,  is  singular;  but  the  most  extraordinary  feature  is, 
ta  see  so  many  on  the  Marshland,  clay  the  ridges  almost 
flat ; they  are  carted,  or  rather  poached  off,  for  cows  and 
sheep. 

The  stronger,  heavier  soils  of  the  southern  parts  of  East 
Norfolk,  will  not  bring  turnips  freely  without  marie, 
which  a£ls  by  rendering  the  soil  more  friable.  This  is  an 
observation  of  an  ingenious  writer;  but,  at  present,  marled 
or  not  marled,  all  is  under  turnips. 

The  universal  system  in  Norfolk,  whatever  npay  be  the 
soil,  of  sowing  turnips,  and  cultivating  them  on  flat,  or 
nearly  flat  lands,  must,  w ithout  hesitation,  be  condemn- 
ed: hollow-draining  can  never  be  praised  too  much;  hut 
there  are  districts,  the  soil  of  which  is  so  tenacious,  that 
no  drains  can  make  the  husbandry  admissible.  v Mr. 
FoRBy’s  experiments  on  cabbages,  very1  carefully  made,  , 
and  accurately  reported,  bear  immediately  on  this  point, 
were  they  necessary  to  establish  it ; but,  in  truth,  few  ex-,, 
periments  are  wanting  to  prove  the  point.;  for  the  many 
bad  or  inferior  crops  of  barley  1 saw  in  1802,  a very  great 
barley  year,  on  such  soils,  would  alone  convince  me  that 
the  turnip  culture,  in  such  cases,  is  mischievous.  The 
difference  between  six  or  seven  coombs  of  barley,  and 
eleven  or  twelve,  would  buy  lintseed  cake  for  the  con^ 
sumption  of  straw;  or  pay  the  loss  of  fattening  hogs  for 

the 
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the  same  purpose.  Straw  must  be  converted  into  dung : 
these  methods  make  better  dung  than  turnips ; nor  arc 
these  the  only  resources. 

3.  Tillage. — About  Watton  not  less  than  four  earths 
given.  The  seed  harrowed  in — no  drilling  pra&ised. 

Mr.  Money  Hill,  of  Waterden,  scarifies  his  turnip 
fallows  in  March,  April  or  May,  as  it  may  happen ; the 
scarifier  attached  to  a frame  on  two  wheels,  made  for  that 
purpose,  to  save  the  carriage  of  the  drill  machine;  but 
the  second  time  of  going  over  the  land  he  fixes  it  to  the 
frame  of  a roller,  to  which  are  added  irons  pierced  for  that 
purpose,  the  roller  breaking  any  clods  that  contain  the 
toots  of  the  twitch  grass,  and  freeing  it  to  be  taken  up  by 
the  shares,  or  afterwards  by  the  teeth  of  the  horse-rake, 
the  teeth  of  which  arc  freed  by  working  in  the  common 
manner  of  other  couch-rakes,  through  a frame  of  wood. 

A practice  of  Mr.  Thurtell’s  on  a pea  stubble, 
which  he  has  followed  many  times,  is  to  scarify  dire&ly 
after  harvest,  and  then  throw  it  into  four-furrow  work 
for  winter;  in  the  spring  takes  off  one  bout  from  the  ridge, 
then  harrows  well  across,  and  leaves  it  for  weeds  to  vegetate. 
Good. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Thrigby,  ploughs  five  incites  deep  for 
turnips ; his  first  earth  taking  up  the  stubbles  deep  ; and 
the  first  stirring  scrapes  the  bottom. 

Mr.  Parmenter  finds  scuffling  a pratSlice  of  great 
Utility  on  a foul  turnip  fallow. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  scuffles  his  fallows  much 
to  his  satisfaction  ; not  to  save  ploughing,  but  additionally. 

To  these  notes  I could  have  added  others ; for  the  prac- 
tice of  adding  the  operations  of  the  scuffler  to  those  of  the 
plough,  is  gaining  ground  in  the  county,  but  has  not  yet 
been  so  long  established  as  to  enable  many  to  speak  with 
much  decision. 

4.  Manuring . 
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4.  Manuring. — The  prafHce  of  manuring  for  the  tur- 
nip crop  is  universal  in  Norfolk.  Before  the  Culture  hail 
been  for  a long  period  general,  good  crops  were  sometimes 
gained  without,  but  for  many  years  past  none  are  to  be 
procured  except  on  new  land,  without  much  attention  to 
this  necessary  branch  of  the  management.  The  more 
common  method  is,  to  cast  the  yard  dung  of  the  preceding 
winter  into  heaps,  which  are  turned  over  and  carted  on  to 
the  turnip  land  before  the  last  earth  is  given.  There  arc 
variations  in  every  step  of  the  business,  but  these,  where 
important,  will  be  noted  either  in  the  present  sc&ion,  or  in 
the  chapter  of  manures. 

Mr.  Thurtell  is  of  opinion,  that  on  heavy  land,  1 
autumn  may  be  a very  good  time  for  carrying  on  muck 
for  turnips,  but  on  his  light  land  he  always  scales  it  in 
before  the  seed  earth,  which  is  given  deep  enough  to  bury 
it  properly.  Mr.  Thurtell  mucks  all  his  turnips  from 
Yarmouth. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  informed  me  that  the 
farmers  in  that  vicinity  were,  not  many  years  ago,  in  tlie 
pradfice  of  carrying  out  dung  for  turnips  at  Michaelmas, 
but  they  have  left  it  off,  as  neither  the  turnips  nor  the  baf- 
ley  proved  such  good  crops  as  with  other  management. 

Mr.  Layton,  of  East  Norfolk,  and  his  neighbours, 
were  in  the  pradlice  of  ploughing  in  the  dung  very  shallow 
by  the  last  earth  but  one,  to  harrow  well  for  mixing  with 
the  soil,  and  then  to  plough  and  sow. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  applies  twelve  loads  per  acre  of  yard- 
dung  or  compost ; sometimes  turns  it  in  by  the  seed  earth, 
but  when  work  is  forward,  scales  it  in,  and  leaves  the  land 
ready  for  the  seed  earth.  He  prefers,  when  it  cart  be 
done,  to  lay  the  dung  on  in  November,  on  the  wheat 
stubble,  and  plough  it  in ; this  keeps  stiff  land  open,  and  he 
thinks  undoubtedly  the  best  practice : the  pulverization  is 
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such,  that  an  earth  may  be  saved  by  it,  and  it  ensures  a 
greater  certainty  on  cold  wet  land.  This  can  only  be  done 
to  the  extent  of  what  is  made  by  six  weeks  feeding  in 
October  and  November,  after  the  horses  are  taken  in ; 
and  this  long  dung,  i-j  undoubtedly  best  tor  wet  land,  and 
as  good  as  anv  other  on  all  soils  at  that  season.  The  turnips 
also  come  sooner  to  the  hoe,  and  are  less  eaten  by  the  fly. 
But  if  long  muck  be  spread  just  before  sowing  turnips,  the 
fly  is  increased,  owing  to  the  dung  being  not  well  buried. 

Mr.  Coke’s  turnips  were  putting  in  while  I was  at 
Holkham,  and  I found  the  business  perfectly  arranged  for 
an  equal  and  steady  employment  of  all  the  teams  and  hands: 
three  men  filled  the  dung-carts,  of  which  there  were  four; 
three  drivers ; ten  horses  in  the  carts ; three  men  spread  the 
dung,  one  throwing  out  roughly,  and  two  with  forks 
breaking  the  pieces  and  distributing  equally.  Five  ploughs 
were  at  work  ; these  followed  by  a light  roller ; then  the 
drill  plough  ; and  after  all,  a pair  of  light  harrows ; thus  18 
men  and  boys  were  employed,  and  24  horses  and  mules. 
Six  acres  a day  finished,  upon  which  60  loads  of  dung 
spread ; die  drive  not  a short  one.  The  men  out  at  four 
in  the  morning  from  their  own  houses,  to  the  field  at  five* 
and  finish  at  two ; breakfast  in  the  field : in  the  afternoon 
the  ploughmen  take  care  of  the  horses,  and  the  carters  in 
the  hay.  The  ploughs  work  the  same  hours,  but  out  an 
hour  later,  and  home  an  hour  later,  as  they  turn  in  all  the 
dung  carried  out : ten  loads  an  acre. — For  his  application 
of  oil-cake,  sec  Manuring. 

■ 5.  Sort. — Inquiring  of  Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  if 
he  cultivated  Swedish  turnips,  he  replied  that  the  green 
round  turnip  stood  the  frost  so  well,  that  Swedes  were  not 
' wanted  for  that  object,  and  the  produce  much  larger,  and 
much  more  certain.  The  sort  most  general,  is  the  large 
globe  white. 

6.  Seed. — Mr.  Salter,  on  his  various  loams,  some  of 
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which  arc  wet  and  unkind  for  this  crop,  sows  a quarter 
of  a peck  : I viewed  all  his  fields,  to  the  amount  of  about 
8o  acres,  and  the  plants  were  in  most  of  them  very  thick* 
but  not  too  thick  with  harrowing:  gives  8s.  an  acre  for 
two  hoeings : he  had  seventeen  hoers  at  work. 

At  Hillington*  from  one  to  two  pihts  an  acre,  but  more 
on  chalk. 

7.  Steeping.  — Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  tried 
steeping  the  seed  in  lintseed  oil,  &c.  and  drying  it  with 
flour  of  brimstone,  but  the  fly  ate  all. 

George  Earl  of  Orford  for  several  years  used  Mr. 
Winter’s  process  for  steeping  turnip  seed  in  train  oil  12 
hours,  and  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  beneficial  against  the 
fly:  but  if  heavy  rains  fall  after  sowing,  the  eflfeifl  lessens* 

Mr.  Shepherd  dresses  all  his  turnip  seed  with  train 
oil  and  sulphur ; three  pints  of  the  oil  and  one  pound  and  a 
half  of  sulphur  to  a bushel  of  seed  : dresses  the  seed  with 
the  oil  by  thorough  mixing  in  a tub,  and  dries  it  with  the 
sulphur,  keeping  it  12  hours  before  sowing:  he  has  tried 
it  repeatedly,  and  in  comparisons,  and  is  firmly  persuaded 
of  the  benefit,  from  the  superiority  of  the  dressed  seed  in 
crops  attacked  by  the  fly,  not  only  in  experiments  side  by 
side,  but  also  in  saving  crops  when  turnips  have  in  general 
been  destroyed. 

It  has  been  found  that  steeping  old  seed  in  water,  and 
then  drying  in  the  sun,  has  brought  it  up  sooner  than 
sowing  dry. 

8.  Hoeing. — Upon  land  which  is  exceedingly  given  to 
charlock  and  wallock  ( Raphanus  & Sinapis),  Mr.  Durs- 
cate  has  hoed  by  the  day  instead  of  paying  by  the  acre* 
to  have  the  greater  security  of  thorough  cleaning;  or  iu 
other  cases  paving  an  extra  price  per  acre. 

The  turnips  in  Norfolk  are  universally  twice  hoed ; the 
operation  is  every  where  well  done,  except,  I think,  in 
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One  respeft,  that  of  being  set  out  too  thin,  which  with 
dashing  hoers  is  a common  evil. 

9.  Distemptrs. — Mr.  Coke  having  heard  that  ducks  had 
been  used  to  clear  turnips  of  the  black  canker,  tried  them 
on  a field  of  33  acres  : he  bought  400  ducks-,  on  the  16th 
of  July  they  were  turned  in,  having  water  at  one  corner 
of  the  field,  and  in  five  days  they  cleared  the  whole  com- 
pletely, marching  at  last  through  the  field  on  the  hunt, 
eyeing  the  leaves  on  both  sides  with  great  care,  to  devour 
every  one  they  could  see. 

The  anbury , or  external  knots,  each  containing  a small 
worm  in  the  centre,  depends  on  soil,  and  most  of  the  soils 
in  Norfolk  are  subje&  to  it  till  they  have  been  marled  or 
clayed,  which  is  an  almost  sure  preventative. 

10.  Drilling. — The  application  of  this  mode  of  culture 
to  the  turnip  crop  has  not  yet  made  any  considerable  pro- 
gress in  the  country  ; nor  are  the  opinions  of  the  farmers 
settled  upon  the  question  of  its  propriety. 

Mr.  Fowel  drills  his  turnips  for  bullocks  at  18  inches, 
but  for  sheep  at  12.  I viewed  several  of  his  crops,  and 
found  them  very  regular ; the  drillings  well  joined,  and 
very  straight.  Four  strokes  of  the  drill  sow  an  18  feet  ridge, 
without  a marker  ; the  horse  led  bv  the  lines  of  the  furrows. 
He  gives  3s.  6d.  for  hoeing  the  first  time,  and  as.  6d.  the 
second. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  at  Billingfold,  has  this  year  (1802) 
very  promising  turnips  on  a bad  black  gravel  soil,  which 
he  enclosed  and  broke  up  from  the  heath.  His  culture  is, 
to  set  out  the  ridges  of  two  feet  from  the  flat,  with  a dou- 
ble breast  plough,  and  to  lay  the  muck  in  the  furrows ; 
lie  then  sows  broad-cast,  and  splits  down  the  ridges  with 
the  ground  wrest  of  a double  breast  plough  without  its 
breasts,  harrows  across,  and  the  turnips  come  up  regularly 
on  flat  land  in  rows  at  two  feet.  The  bailiff  thinks  that 
on  this  poor  soil  they  should  have  had  no  turnips  in  the 
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common  mode  of  cultivation  ; and  that  in  this  method  10 
loads  of  muck  are  equal  to  14  used  in  the  common  way. 

Mr.  Coke,  at  Holkham,  sows  none  broad.cast ; all  arc 
drilled. 

Mr.,  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  drills  turnips  at  one  foot, 
and  prefers  the  method. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  tried  the  drill  last  year, 
but  he  found  the  plants  too  thick  in  the  rows,  and  has 
observed  the  same  in  some  other  cases ; they  are  then  dif- 
ficult to  hoe. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  drilled  them  for  two  years 
at  1 1 inches  and  a half,  but  has  left  off  the  pradficc. 

Mr.  Henry  Blithe,  of  Burnham,  though  a very 
staunch  friend  to  drilling  corn,  from  12  years  experience, 
does  not  drill  turnips,  finding  that  they  are  not  so  easily 
lioed. 

Mr.  Styleman.  at  Snettisham,  drills  them  at  12  inches, 
and  he  thinks  they  hoe  better  than  broad-cast  crops,  and 
that  the  produce  is  greater. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  of  Harpley,  finding  that  his  turnips 
were  very  apt  to  fail,  like  those  of  his  neighbours,  on 'a 
chalk  soil,  varied  his  husbandry  ; he  spread  the  muck,  and 
then  sowed  the  turnip  seed,  and  ploughed  them  in  together, 
by  two  furrows  meeting,  but  not  lapping  the  one  on  the 
other,  and  the  seed  coming  up  along  the  centre  of  the  flat 
ridge  thus  formed,  before  winter  he  ploughs  between,  to 
earth  them  up  powerfully,  for  preservation  against  the 
frost.  The  success  has  been  great,  and  much  exceeding 
the  common  pradfice  on  that  soil.  Mr.  Goddison  fa- 
voured me  with  this  account — Mr.  Bloomfif.ld  not  at 
home. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  has  this  year  turnips  drilled 
at  18  inches,  with  Cooke’s  machine : 1 viewed  the  crop, 
and  admired  their  regularity  and  size,  for  so  unfavourable 
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a year  ( 1802)  ; they  were  firsthand,  and  then  horse-hoed ; 
the  rows  1 8 incites  asunder : hand-hoeing  performed  as  easy 
as  in  broad-cast  crops. 

Mr.  Twist,  of  Bretenham,  has  seen  drilled  turnips, 
but  did  not  like  them  well  enough  to  adopt  the  pratftice* 
though  a great  driller  of  corn. 

11.  Consumption. — Mr.  Bevan  has  for  some  years  pur- 
sued the  common  practice  of  drawing  half  his  crop  alter- 
nately by  stitches,  and  carting  them  to  his  yard  or  to  layers, 
for  cattle  ; and  feeding  the  other  half  on  the  land  by  sheep ; 
he  has  long  suspe£ted  that  he  lost  by  it : this  year  his  bar- 
lev  is  so  inferior  to  what  it  ought  to  be,  as  to  afford  entire 
convidlion  of  it ; and  he  is  determined  never  more  to  re- 
peat it.  The  sands  of  Riddlcsworth  are  not  rich  enough 
to  bear  this  treatment. 

Mr.  Drake,  of  BiUingford,  carts  off  his  turnips  with 
quarter-cans,  the  horse  and  one  wheel  going  in  the  fur- 
row, and  only  one  wheel  on  the  land,  and  that  on  the 
crown  of  the  ridge.  The  mischief  thus  done,  he  says,  is 
less  than  in  any  other  method  he  has  seen.  The  soil 
strong  and  wet. 

Upon  good  land  Mr.  Coke  draws  half  and  feeds  half; 
but  on  the  weaker  soils  feeds  all. 

It  is  common  with  many  farmers  in  West  Norfolk  to 
draw  out  the  largest  roots  for  catting  home  to  bullocks, 
and  for  feeding  the  smaller  ones  in  the  field  by  sheep. 
Carting  damages  many  ; but  there  is  a great  advantage  in 
leaving  the  small  ones,  which  resist  the  frost  the  best. 

Mr.  Mitchel,  of  Houghton,  having  a great  super- 
fluity of  turnips,  in  April,  1791  (a  circumstance  not 
uncommon  in  Norfolk),  used  a tool  for  cutting  them 
into  four  quarters;  it  was  a broad  knife,  crossed  at 
right  angles,  with  a handle  ahout  three  feet  long  ; women 
used  it,  and  the  expense  was  but  a few  shillings  per  acre. 
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1 have  known  crops  carted,  at  a great  expense,  into  ditches 
to  rot. 

Thirty  years  ago,  three  roods  of  turnips  would  fatten  a 
beast  of  45  stone,  or  six  Norfolk  wethers,  in  East  Nor- 
folk. 

In  1770,  I found  the  genera!  method  of  consuming  the 
crop,  from  Norwich  to  Yarmouth,  to  be  drawing  every 
other  land  for  beasts,  and  eating  the  other  half  on  the  land 
by  sheep. 

At  Thelton,  the  soil  not  being  generally  adapted  to 
sheep,  the  crop  is  consumed  bv  bullocks  in  the  farm-yards 
{far  yards  J . 

Many  drawn  also  at  Billingford  and  Thorpe  Abbots, 
as  well  as  through  all  that  country,  sheep  not  being  a com- 
mon stock. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  draws  about  one- 
third  of  every  field  for  bullocks,  kept  loose  in  the  yard ; of 
tying  up  in  stalls,  his  expression  was,  it  is  done  with!  ten 
beasts  at  liberty,  make  as  much  manure  as  thirty  tied  up: 
not  that  they  may  not  fat  something  faster ; the  difference, 
however,  is  small,  if  there  be  sheds  around  the  yard : if 
he  fatted  a beast  on  a bet,  it  should  be  tied  up.  The  re- 
maining two-thirds  of  the  turnip  crop  are  eaten  by  bul- 
locks, and  fat  sheep  in  the  field  ; and,  in  this  consumption, 
he  is  in  the  Fleg  system  of  drawing,  and  carting  enough  to 
spread  a fair  portion  of  the  field  cleared  for  the  yard  fatting ; 
and  the  whole  of  die  turnips  consumed  in  die  field,  are 
pulled  and  thrown.  This  method  is  now  common  in  Fleg, 
and  the  best  farmers  have  an  high  opinion  of  it : the  stock 
do  better,  and  less  offal  is  made,  than  where  the  roots  ate 
not  drawn.  Mr.  Ever.it,  of  Caistor,  is  in  the  pradlice, 
and  thinks,  that  to  pull  and  threw,  though  in  the  same  field, 
will  make  the  turnips  go  further  by  one-fifth,  and  the 
stock  doing  better  at  the  same  time.  One-horse  carts  the 
best  for  this  work. 
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Mr.  Ferrier,  at  Hamby,  carts  his  wliole  crop  to 
the  par  yard,  the  loots  being  first  tailed  in  the  field.  At 
Hemsby,  &c.  in  Fleg,  30  great  cart-loads  an  acre;  and 
single  roots  as  much  round  as  a middle  sized  man’s  body. 

Tliey  have  been  sold  at  Ormsbv,  to  the  Yarmouth  cow- 
keepers,  at  7I.  7s.  an  acre.  A price  fixed  by  appraisement, 
at  Michaelmas,  to  incoming  tenants,  often  4I.  15s.  He  has 
known  36  large  loads  an  acre ; and  241b.  a turnip,  and  quite 
brittle,  no  flockyness. 

Mr.  Hornard,  of  Ludham,  draws  all  his  crop;  he 
throws  on  his  layers,  on  the  wheat  stubbles,  and  on  wheat. 

He  eats  all  his  crop  abroad,  none  in  the  yard  or  stalls ; 
but  the  bullocks  ate  brought  home  at  night  to  hay  or 
straw.  The  expense  is  something,  but  not  heavy,  as  two 
horses,  with  one  lad,  will  cart  30  or  40  acres  in  a season ; 
tlie  fields,  however,  within  a furlong;  some  farmers  do 
die  same,  though  they  have  to  cart  a mile  and  a half. 

At  Catfield,  and,  in  general,  through  all  Happing,  they 
draw  all  the  turnips ; and  think  that  an  acre  thus  managed, 
goes  as  far  as  five  roods  fed  on  the  land : they  are  carted  to 
bullocks  in  yards,  or  thrown  on  ollonds,  or  wheat  stub- 
bles: it  is  not  uncommon  to  throw  on  wheat  in  Februanr 
and  March,  and  it  is  seldom  hurt,  if  not  done  too  late; 
but  if  in  April,  damage  ensues;  if  a dry  time  succeeds,  0 
and  the  land  not  in  good  heart,  it  is  generally  injurious. 

In  South  Erpingham  the  same  practice;  at  Coltishal, 
all  drawn,  and  thrown  on  wheat  stubble,  or  eaten  in  the 
yards. 

At  Oxnead,  all  drawn  for  feeding  on  the  ollonds,  &c. 
till  Christmas, or  till  too  jammy,  that  is,  too  much  trodden 
from  moisture,  then  into  the  yards.  But  Mr.  Repton 
steams  them,  mixing  turnips  and  their  liquor  with  chaff, 
cut  by  horse  work,  and  giving  it  with  much  success  to 
young  cattle,  &c. 

Q.  3 Mr. 
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Mr.  Reeve,  of  Heveringland,  draws  the  largest  turnips, 
and  throws  them  on  ollonds,  or  wheat  stubbies:  he  has 
thrown  sometimes  on  wheat,  and  if  the  land  be  light,  it 
answers  very  well. 

Mr.  Bircham,  of  Reepham  Hackford,  reckons  that 
ao  acres  of  turnips  will  muck  in  the  consumption,  20  acres 
of  ollond,  especially  if  thrown  for  sheep ; and  leaving 
enough  for  eating  on  the  land ; so  that  if  more  was  left, 
the  barley  would  not  be  the  better,  but,  from  its  bulk, 
perhaps  worse.  In  drawing  the  large  turnips,  they  go 
only  in  the  furrows,  picking  up  all  that  are  broken  by 
horses  or  wheels,  using  small  carts  with  two  horses ; often 
drawing  in  this  manner,  more  than  half  the  crop. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  used  to  be  very  fond  of 
par  feeding  bullocks,  but  has  left  it  off  for  two  or  three  years 
past,  now  feeding  them  on  the  land:  he  draws  part,  and 
feeds  pdrt,  picking  out  the  great  turnips ; by  which  means 
lie  improves  40  acres  of  land,  by  growing  20  of  turnips; 
pfefers  throwing  on  wheat  stubble  to  jamm  it  in  for  bar- 
ley, which  answers  better  than  haulming. 

In  feeding  turnips  by  sheep,  Mr;  Johnson  remarks, 
that  it  is  right  to  begin  at  the  poorest  end  of  a field,  or 
where  the  worst  crop  is,  as  the  dock,  by  falling  back,  will 
» double  dress  it.  Hay  is  beneficial  to  give  to  sheep  while 
at  turnips ; but  they  will  fatten  without  it. 

Mr.  Johnson  remarks,  that  it  is  wrong  to  top  turnips 
formatting  beasts;  the  top  being  beneficial,  if  freed  from 
slime  and  rotten  leaves. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  feeds  on  the  land  by  sheep ; 
of  all  practices  he  most  condemns  drawing  turnips ; it  is  a 
heavy  expence,  and  all  to  do  mischief:  far  better  to  buy 
oibcake. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  wishes  to  feed  on  the  land  all  that  is 
possible ; draws  no  more  than  for  converting  straw  tQ 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Du p. sc  ate  is  such  a steady  friend  to  feeding  tur- 
nips on  the  land  bv  sheep,  that  he  would  not  have  a bul- 
lock on  his  farm,  except  lor  the  purpose  of  treading  his 
straw  into  muck.  He  would  have  no  straw  eaten.  In 
drawing  a crop  for  beasts,  he  takes  all,  and  manures  with 
rape-cake,  to  supply  the  loss  to  the  barley. 

At  Thornham,  dec.  some  farmers  pick  out  the  large 
turnips  for  carting  to  beasts;  others  draw  alternate  lands. 

About  one-quarter,  or  one -fifth  of  the  crop  drawn  a 
Holm,  for  bullocks. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  feeds  all  his  turnipson 
the  land  with  sheep ; and  therefore  sells  most  of  his  bul- 
locks in  autumn.  - 

Much  the  greater  part  at  Hillington,  fed  on  tire  land  by 
sheep. 

12.  Preservation. — The  Rev.  Dixon  Hoste  practised 
a method,  with  this  intention,  that  answered  well ; he 
took  tire  coulters  out  of  his  ploughs,  and  then  ploughed  in 
tire  turnips ; and  they  held  good  through  a very  bad  March. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Munning  has  published  his  method  : 
it  is  drilling  at  eighteen  inches,  and  two  feet,  and  plough-* 
ing  furrows  between,  to  bury  them  as  well  as  may  be  ef- 
fected. This  method  has  been  pra&ised  with  great  suc- 
cess, by  Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  and  other  farmers. 

13.  Seed. — Much  attention  is  paid  by  farmers  who  raise 
their  own  seed,  to  the  choice  of  roots  lor  that  purpose,  se- 
lecting such  as  are  clean  in  the  crown  and  neck  ; the  foot- 
stalks of  the  leaves  rising  from  a thin  clean  neck,  and  not 
from  conglomerated  protuberances,  or  coarse  rough  necks  j 
and  if,  after  some  years  attention,  the  turnips  come  too  fine 
and  delicate,  they  let  the  roots  run  to  seed,  without  any 
transplantation,  which  corrects  that  tendency 

14.  Is  the  land  tired  of  turnips ? — Mr.  Thurtell  is 
confident  that  he  has  no  land  tired  of  turnips ; nor  has  he 
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ever  seen  any : the  o'ftener  he  sows  them,  the  better  the 
husbandry,  and  no  declension,  on  that  account,  in  the 
crops  hitherto  perceived. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  has  no  idea  of  land 
being  tired  of  turnips  in  that  hundred:  he  thinks  they  will 
bear  repeating  better  than  any  other  crop. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  is  of  a contrary  opi- 
nion, and  thinks  that  land  becomes,  from  repetition, 
tired  of  turnips,  as  well  as  of  clover:  and  he  grounds  the 
idea  on  the  great  failure  of  the  crops  which  have  been  exr 
perienced  for  seven  or  eight  years  past.  From  that  time, 
to  twenty  years  ago,  he  remembers  them  nearly  a certain 
crop;  but  not  so  now; -being  often  lost.  This  has 
caused  him  to  vary  his  pradtice,  and  sow  on  a wheat  in- 
stead of  a barley  stubble,  which  promises  better;  the  crops 
so  arranged  as  to  throw  one  turnip  year  equally  far  from 
another. 

Mr.'  Francis,  of  Martham,  concludes  that  land  tires 
of  turnips,  from  the  circumstance  that  more  seed  is  now 
necessary  than  used  to  be  commonly  sown  ; formerly,  he 
never  sowed  more  than  one  pint  and  a half;  now,  always 
three  pints,  and  yet  they  are  not  so  certain  as  they  weie 
then. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Catfield,  never  observed  that  any  land 
was  tired  of  turnips;  and  he  thinks  the  crops  would  be 
better  if  they  followed  wheat,  than  following  barley  suc- 
ceeding wheat,  though  they  would  then  come  round  once 
in  five  years. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  never  heard  of  land  being  sick 
of  turnips  in  {fie  six  year  husbandry. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  has  some 
doubts  on  this  point : he  sows  three  pints  of  seed,  because 
now  more  subject  to  the  fly  than  formerly  ; and  he  has  re- 
marked, that  when  by  accident  there  has  intervened  more 
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years  than  usual  between  the  turnip  crops,  they  have  been 
the  better  ; and  are  always  best  on  new  land. 

Mr.  Dvble,  of  Scotter,  it  maybe  supposed,  admits  no 
such  fa£l  as  land  being  tired  of  turnips ; for  he  positively 
asserted,  that  he  never  lost  a crop  in  his  life ; but  never 
gives  any  of  the  tillage  while  the  land  i$  the  least  wet ; it 
cannot  be  too  dry  for  turnips. 

No  land  tired  of  turnips  at  Q<nead. 

Upon  this  question  Mr.  Bircham  remarked,  that  40 
years  ago,  they  could  get  almost  as  good  turnips  without 
dung,  as  (they  can  pow  with  it ; but  still  muck  will  do  the 
business  well. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  remarks  on  this  point, 
that  he  gets  to  the  full  as  good  turnips  as  his  father  did. 
He  never  sows  less  than  three  pints.  However,  one  ob- 
servation of  his  looks  like  the  land  being  tired,  for  he 
remarks,  that  turnips,  in  his  proposed  course  of  eight  year?, 
will  come  better  from  the  sowings  being  longer  apart. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  has  no  other  idea  of  land 
being  sick  of  turnips,  than  what  results  from  the  fa&,  that 
tjiis  crop  was  to  be  gained  twenty  years  ago  without  dung, 
but  not  so  at  present. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  agrees  in  the  idea  of  hit 
neighbour,  and  makes  a point  of  manuring  all  he  sows. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  is  clear  that  the  land  sickens  of^turnips, 
and  that  thpy  are  less  in  size  every  seven  or  ten  years. 
His  bailiff  has  been  in  the  farming  line  fifty  years  ; in  dis- 
course with  him  on  the  subjedf,  he  assured  me,  that  there 
Twas  no  sort  of  comparison  to  be  made  between  the  crop* 
at  present  and  those  formerly  raised ; he  has  known  tw<* 
turnips  as  much  as  a man  could  throw  over  the  side  of  a 
cart.  But  he  thinks  the  crops  of  corn  better  now  ; and  he 
is  also  sure,  that  more  sheep  are  kept  now  than  in  the  for- 
mer periods,  notwithstanding  the  walks  being  broken  up. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  or  his  neighbours, 
cannot  get  any  turnips  without  manuring. 

Mr.  Dursgate  never  found  any  inconvenience  from 
turnips  being  sown  too  often.  At  Sedgford  he  has  often 
had  them  two  years  together,  and  the  second  better  than 
the  first.  He  does  not  admit,  therefore,  that  land  is  sick 
of  them. 

Mr.  Coke  is  clear,  that  at  Holkham,  if  turnips  are 
sown  oftenerthan  in  common,  they  fail,  as  the  land  is  sick 
of  them. 

Mr.  Fowil  is  clear  that  turnips  have  rotted  much 
more  for  the  last  to  years  than  they  did  20  years  ago, 
■which  he  supposes  to  be  caused  by  a change  in  the  seasons. 
But  he  cannot  by  any  means  agree  with  those  who  assert 
that  the  turnips  in  Norfolk  are  inferior  to  what  they  for- 
merly were,  from  long  repetition ; he  is  clear  that  they 
;rre  just  as  good  as  ever.* 

From  these  notes  it  appears,  that  opinions  vary,  and  I 
wish  the  reader  to  have  the  ideas  of  the  farmers,  rather 
than  any  general  notion  of  my  own,  formed  from  those 
opinions — such  might  be  erroneously  given.  I make  it  a 
rule  to  let  the  county  speak  for  itself  on  every  point, 

15.  Swedish  Turnips. — Mr.  W alker,  of  Harpley,  in 
Norfolk,  has  cultivated  them  for  some  years,  with  great 
success : generally  has  from  20  to  30  acres;  feeds  them  off 
with  sheep  and  bullocks,  and  can  depend  on  them,  when 
common  turnips  are  all  rotten.  His  crop  in  1800,  not- 
withstanding the  drought,  was  very  fine. 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  had  in  iSoc  a field  of 
fhis  plant,  and  among  them  a new-comer,  the  root  some- 
what resembling  them,  but  the  leaf  much  more  like  a 

* In  the  neighbouring  county,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  has  made  the  same 
pbservation.  Turnips  were  cultivated  at  Eusron  as  early  as  at  Rainham,  yet 

His  Gtace  is  clear,  that  for  the  last  40  or  Jo  years  they  have  not  declined  at 

*U,  . 
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oommon  turnip ; and  it  buries  itself  in  the  ground  more 
than  any  other,  but  the  size  inferior.  It  afterwards  proved 
good  for  nothing. 

Mr.  Coke,  of  Holkham,  has  30  acres  this  year — has 
cultivated  them  several  years,  with  the  greatest  success, 
and  esteems  them  as  a very  valuable  acquisition, 

Mr.  Bevan  sowed  them  in  1792,  at  the  same  time 
with  common  turnips,  and  the  crop  was  so  inconsiderable, 
as  to  prove  the  time  quite  improper.  1802. — He  has 
sowed  this  plant  since  repeatedly,  and  at  the  right  season 
in  May  and  June;  but  the  fly  has  always  eaten  it,  so  that 
he  has  never  had  a crop. 

Mr.  Fowel,  of  Snetterton,  has  sowed  Swedish  tur- 
nips for  seven  years  successively,  but  has  never  had  a 
crop : the  fly  ate  all. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  this  year  (1802)  sowed  Swedish  turnips 
twice,  and  both  sowings  were  taken  off  by  the  fly. 

Now  (1803)  sowing  Swedes  and  tankard  turnip  toge- 
ther, to  draw  the  latter  for  autumn  use. 

Mr.  SyBLE,  of  South  Walsham,  had  last  year  a crop 
of  these  roots,  which  came  to  a good  size  ; as  heavy  near- 
ly as  common  turnips,  but  they  were  so  hard  that  no  stock 
which  he  tried  liked  them.  They  were  white  fleshed. 
Swedes,  in  East  Norfolk,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pal- 
orave,  rather  coming  in:  Mr.  Bartlet  Gurney 
has  them  at  North  Reps,  and  a few  at  Coltishal. 

Mr.  Bircham,  of  Hackford,  has  tried  them,  but  did 
not  succeed  ; he  believes  they  were  not  sown  early  enough. 

I saw  a piece  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wigh- 
ton. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  had  a field  of  them 
last  year,  and  found  them  of  great  use  in  the  spring : this 
year  he  has  ten  acres. 

Mr,  Willis,  of  Choseley,  has  a few  acres. 

Sir 
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SirMoRDAUNT  Martin,  of  Burnham,  a promising 
crop. 

Last  year  Mr.  Dursgate  had  very  fine  Swedish  tur- 
nips, sowed  in  May  : he  approves  much  of  them. 

In  Mr.  Mackie’s  nursery, at  Norwich,  they  are  much 
infested  with  inserts  : a species  of  aphys. 

Turnip  Cabbage j,— More  than  30  years  ago,  Mr.  How- 
man,  of  Bracon  Ash,  cultivating  this  plant,  observed  that 
those  which  were  left  in  the  seed  bed,  came  to  much  the 
larger  size.  The  same  remark  has  been  often  made  on 
the  great  common  cabbage.  In  consequence  of  that  ob- 
servation, 1 then  recommended  the  pradtice  of  sowing 
cabbages  whete  they  are  to  remain  ; but  know  not  that  it 
was  adopted  by  any  person  except  the  late  Mr.  Bake- 
well. 

16.  Importance  of  the  culture. — The  general  feature  of 
the  wet  distridb  of  the  kingdom,  is  that  of  cleaning  land 
which  has  become  foul  by  tire  culture  of  white  corn,  by 
means  of  a summer-fallow  ; but  in  sandy  and  other  dry 
countries,  and  more  especially  in  Norfolk,  the  same  ob- 
jedl  is  attained  by  the  turnip  husbandry  ; and  the  great  ad- 
ditional advantage  secured  of  supporting  great  Hocks,  and 
herds  of  sheep  ami  cattle.  The  system  is,  at  present,  pret- 
ty well  known  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom;  but  no 
where  pradlhed  on  such  a scale  and  so  universally  as  in 
Norfolk.  The  difference  between  a barren  fallow  and 
an  ameliorating  crop,  which  admits  so  much  tillage 
and  succetsive  hoeing,  is  generally  known  and  ad- 
mitted; ami  to  expatiate  on  the  importance  of  cattle  and 
sheep  in  manuring,  would  be  idle;  but  (confining  our- 
selves to  Norfolk)  it  merits  inquiry,  whether  the  praflice, 
so  common,  of  cultivating  this  crop  on  nearly  all  the  soils 
jn  the  county,  whether  sandy  and  dry,  or  heavy  and  wet, 
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be  so  really  advantageous,  as  to  justify  its  recommenda- 
tion generally  to  the  kingdom  at  large. 

From  all  I have  at  various  times  seen  in  Norfolk  of  this 
custqm,  and  I have  often  viewed  the  condudl  of  the  far- 
mers in  winter,  on  strong,  heavy,  wet  lands,  1 must  freely 
confess  that  it  is  carried  too  far.  The  reader  should  keep 
in  his  mind  one  material  circumstance,  that  the  tillage  of 
the  county  is  very  generally  performed  on  flat,  or  nearly 
flat  lands,  stitches,  ridges,  or  by  whatever  name  they  are 
called : high  and  arched  lands  are  unknown,  and  the  Nor- 
thumberland culture  of  drilling  on  narrow  ridges,  no  where 
pra&ised.  Hollow-draining  is  the  only  dependence,  and 
excellent  as  that  husbandry  is,  it  will  not  prevent  much 
poaching,  either  by  eating  on  the  land,  or  carting  tire 
crop  off. 

Every  degree  of  treading,  poadiing,  or  kneading  in  the 
spring,  or  when  the  spring  is  approaching,  is  on  these 
soils  pernicious:  drying  winds  must  follow  before  the 
ploughs  can  get  to  work,  and  then  the  furrow  cuts  wltole, 
and  what  is  called  livery,  soon  becomes  hard  and  tenacious, 
so  that  a very  favourable  succession  of  moderate  showers 
and  fair  weather  must  ensue,  or  the  tillage  will  be  either 
disturbing  hard  clods,  or  poaching  in  the  mire.  On 
such  soils,  and  in  such  seasons,  to  give  the  turnip  laud 
only  one  furrow  when  nearly  dry,  and  dibble  in  beans, 
would  be  far  prefeiable,  than  against  circumstances  to  de- 
termine for  barley  : and  in  conversation  with  several  good 
farmers  on  sowing  turnips  on  really  wet  lands,  I lave 
heard  them  admit  that  it  is  had  husbandry:  a dead  fallow 
•would  be  belter ; but  we  are  tempted  against  our  judgments. 

When  we  speak  therefore  of  what  only  deserves  the 
title  of  true  Norfolk  husbandry,  we  ought  always  to  con- 
fine the  remarks  to  sand  or  sound  loams. 
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It  is  not  merely  a question  between  turnips  and  fallow, 
but  beans  should  be  more  generally  adopted : they  are 
coining  in,  but  move  slowly. 


SECT.  V. — BARLEY. 

Norfolk  is  the  greatest  barley  county  in  the  king- 
dom, this  grain  forming  the  chief  dependence  of  most  of 
the  farmers,  in  all  except  the  very  wettest  parts  of  the 
distridh 

The  notes  taken  may  be  thus  arranged : 

1.  Course,  7.  Drilling, 

2.  Tillage,  8.  Dibbling, 

3.  Time  of  sowing,  9.  Produce, 

4.  Sort,  10.  Awns, 

5.  Seed,  it.  Malt. 

6.  Depth, 

1.  Course. — Mr.  Haver’s  bailiff  assured  me,  that  he 
gets  as  good  barley  on  a fallow  without  muck,  as  he  does 
after  turnips  on  the  same  strong  land  that  was  well  dung- 
ed : a good  crop  ten  coombs  ; rarely  less  than  eight  hi  any 
management.  The  husbandry  is  well  condudted.  After 
harvest  the  fallow  is  laid  on  to  ten-furrow  ridges,  so  that 
in  spring  they  have  only  to  plough  and  sow : to  scarify 
and  sow  would  be  better,  the  horses  going  only  in  the 
furrows. 

Mr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  also  gets  much  better 
barley  on  a fallow  without  manure,  than  after  turnips  well 
manured  for,  if  the  land  be  heavy. 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Catfield,  and  his  neighbours,  get  more 
barley  after  wheat  than  they  do  after  turnips  drawn  ; but 
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the  cleanest  and  the  best  coloured  is  after  turnips ; and 
they  find  that  the  bailey  after  wheat,  in  a six  year’s  shift 
(the  seeds  lying  two  years),  is  much  better  titan  in  the  five 
shift,  in  which  the  seeds  remain  but  one  year. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  also  gets  the  best  crops  of 
barley  after  wheat,  but  attributes  it  to  the  pulling  and 
throwing  turnips  on  the  wheat  stubbles;  but  he  remarks, 
that  the  throwing  business  seldom  answers,  except  in  very 
dry  weather. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  generally  gets  better  barley 
after  wheat  than  after  turnips,  but  die  latter  all  drawn. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thurning,  gets  as  good  bailey  after 
wheat  on  four  earths,  as  after  turnips. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  in  Flcg,  observes,  that  if  tur- 
nips are  fed  off  by  sheep  early,  that  is,  by  December,  then 
the  barley  is  much  better  than  what  is  gained  after  wheat ; 
but  if  the  turnips  are  fed  in  the  spring,  in  March  for  in- 
stance, the  bai  ley  after  wheat  beats  it. 

Mr.  Francis,  of  Martham,  upon  the  whole,  has  rather  . 
better  barley  after  turnips  than  after  wheat,  but  die  latter 
the  greatest  bulk : the  turnips  carted  away. 

Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Aylesham,  has  compared  the 
barley  after  turnips  fed  on  the  land,  and  carted  off ; and 
the  superiority  of  the  former  is  very  great,  greater  than 
he  should  have  imagined ; of  course  he  has  many  doubts 
on  die  common  p rail  ice  of  carting  off  for  bullocks. 

Mr.  Styleman  has  observed  a manifest  superiority  in 
his  barley,  from  giving  the  sheep  hay  while  feeding  the 
turnip  crop. 

1.  Tillage. — About  Watton  all  is  put  in  on  two  earths 
and  an  half;  the  first  clean,  the  second  two-furrow  work , 
or  ribbling,  and  the  third  clean  burying  the  seed.  No 
one-horse  ploughs.  But  if  the  turnips  are  very  late  on  the 
ground,  then  only  one  earth,  and  the  seed  harrowed  in. 

Through 


Digitized  by  Google 


44O  BARLEY. 

9 

Through  East  Bilney  and  the  adjoining  parishes,  (hif 
give  two  clean  earths,  and  an  half  ploughing;  some  three 
clean  ploughings:  if  the  turnips  are  late,  but  one,  and 
harrow  in  the  seed. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  always  gives  three  clean 
earths  for  his  barley,  and  will  not  admit  any  idea  of  lessen- 
ing this  tillage:  finer  crops  than  his  farm  exhibits  (1802) 
Were  never  seen:  I guessed  them  at  15  or  16  coombs  an 
acre  ; and  he  has  had  above  20.  He  puts  all  in  with  one- 
horse  ploughs. 

About  Hingham  they  plough  the  turnip  land  twice  clean 
and  one  half  ploughing:  no  such  thing  as  ever  sowing  on 
a stale  furrow.  Some  plough  in  the  seed,  and  a few  har- 
row it  in. 

Mr.  Be  van,  upon  trying  the  drill  husbandry,  some 
years  ago,  and  being  well  satisfied  with  it,  adopted  the 
one-horse  ploughs  for  that  purpose,  and  they  answered 
very  well,  doing  an  acre  and  a half  a day  ; after  which  he 
used  the  scuffler,  one  man  and  three  horses,  doing  seven 
or  eight  acres  a day ; being  induced  by  the  good  crops 
which  his  tenant,  Mr.  Bradfield,  gained  in  that  man- 
ner ; and  he  prefers  scuffling,  as  being  cheaper.  The  crop 
comes  up  equally,  and  he  conceives  that  if  the  drill  is  su- 
perior, it  must  arise  (not  from  the  seed  being  deposited  at 
an  equal  depth,  because  the  same  objedt  is  attained  in  other 
methods,  but),  from  the  seed  being  crowded  together  as  in 
cluster  sowing,  which  has,  in  certain  experiments,  proved 
highly  beneficial.  Of  course  this  applies  to  the  present 
Norfolk  practice  of  neither  hone  nor  hand  hoeing  being 
applied  in  the  drills. 

At  Thorpe  Abbots,  they  generally  give  three  clean  earths 
to  their  turnip  land  for  barley. 

At  Hemsby  some  farmers  give  four.  There  are  some 
also  that  put  it  in  on  one,  but  the  crop  is  not  so  good. 

At 
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At  Repps  and  Martham,  three  earths  for  barley,  whe- 
ther after  turnips  or  wheat.  Mr.  Francis  is  very  care- 
ful not  to  touch  the  land  till  it  is  dry  in  March,  and  thinks 
that  all  winter  ploughing  is  mischievous.  He  has  tried 
putting  in  barley  on  one  earth,  but  never  knew  it  answer. 

At  Ludham,  three  earths  to  turnip-land,  for  barley ; 
but  Mr.  Hornard,  this  year,  put  some  in  on  two,  and 
never  had  a better  crop.  He  ploughs  it  in  with  one-horse 
ploughs,  and  now  has  a double  plough  for  the  same  work, 
which  answers  better. 

At  Catfield,  three  or  four  earths  to  turnip-land,  for 
barley.  Mr.  MaRGATEson,  at  North  Walsham,  three 
and  four  on  wheat  stubbles,  sometimes  five.  He,  in  com- 
mon with  the  practice  of  the  country,  ploughs  in  the 
seed  after  turnips,  and  harrows  in  that  sown  on  wheat 
stubbles.  Here  and  there  are  one-horse  ploughs,  l>ut  not 
common. 

Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Aylesham,  puts  in  with  one- 
horse  ploughs. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  sometimes  three  earths,  but 
oftener  four,  and  has  given  five  after  turnips,  and  also  af- 
ter wheat. 

At  Oxnead,  Mr.  Repton,  four  or  five  earths  for  tur- 
nip-land barley. 

Mr.  Bircham,  three  earths. 

Mr.  England,  ofBinham,  if  his  turnip-land  is  quite 
clean,  rarely  more  than  two  earths  to  prepare  for  the  drill, 
but  three  if  wanted. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  this  year  (1802)  scaled 
some  of  his  turnip-land  in  January,  and  left  it  till  the  be- 
ginning of  March,  then  harrowed,  and  gave  a stirring 
earth  ; rolled  it  with  a light  roller,  and  left  it  till  the  end 
of  March,  or  the  first  week  in  April,  and  after  the  first 
shower,  harrowed  and  drilled  diredlly ; the  soil  stiff  and 
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stubborn  (what  a Norfolk  sand -farmer  assigns  these  ex- 
pressions to) ; the  crop  very  great. 

Mr.  Coke,  at  Holkham,  gives  three  clean  earths,  in- 
variably. 

Mr.  Money  Hill,  three  earths — part  with  one-horse 
ploughs,  the  rest  drilled. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  drills  his  barley 
on  two  earths,  after  turnips ; sometimes  on  three. 

It  is  common  about  Thornbam  to  plough  for  barley 
thrice,  if  broad-cast;  twice  for  the  drill ; Mr.  Rishton 
thrice. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  if  his  turnips  are  late 
on  the  land,  ploughs  but  once  for  barley,  rolls  and  drills, 
and  gets  as.  good  crops  as  any  : but  on  the  land  fed  early, 
ploughs  thrice.  It  depends  on  the  season,  which  shall 
prove  the  best  crop. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  ploughs  his  turnip-land 
once,  for  barley  drilling,  and  gets  as  good  crops  as  with 
more  tillage. 

3.  Time  of  sewing. — George  Earl  of  Orford,  tried 
at  Houghton,  some  experiments  on  sowing  barley  much 
earlier  than  common,  which  were  interesting.  The  soil, 
sand.  In  1785 — 23  acres,  after  turnips  fed  off:  sown 
Feb.  7 ; sharp  frosts,  with  and  without  snow,  followed, 
and  the  seed  laid  five  weeks  before  it  appeared.  Pro- 
duce, five  quarters  one  bushel  and  one  peck  per  acre. 

In  1786 — 14  acres,  sown  the  8th  of  February  ^pro- 
duce, four  quarters  seven  bushels  and  one  peck. 

In  1787 — 30  acres,  sown  the  6th,  &c.  of  February; 
produce,  five  quarters  one  peck. 

Mr.  Coke  is  a friend  to  early  sowing ; he  would  wish 
always  to  begin  by  the  20th  of  March,  and  finish  by  the 
15th  of  April,  and  never  be  a moment  later  than  the  20th. 
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Mr.  Overman  thinks  the  best  season  for  sowing  bar- 
ley, is  from  the  ist  to  the  20th  of  April:  it  will  vary  with 
seasons  ; but  about  that  period  the  genial  warmth  of  the 
earth  will,  on  an  average  of  seasons,  take  place.  He  has 
not  made  observations  on  the  foliation  of  trees  with  this 
view'. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  as  early  as  possible  in 
April. 

Captain  Beacher,  at  Hillingdon,  the  earlier  the  bet- 
ter: this  year  (1802)  some  the  last  week  in  February  J 
and  though  it  was  cut  by  the  frosts,  and  looked  for  a time 
badly,  yet  he  never  had  a better  crop. 

When  the  buds  of  the  oak  are  breaking,  a few  days 
before  the  expansion  of  the  leaves,  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  getting  in  the  seed-barley : a rule  in  East  Norfolk.— 
From  mid  April  to  mid  May,  their  general  time. — Mr. 
Marshall. 

4.  Sort. — Mr.  Bevan  has, cultivated  Egyptian  barley 
two  or  three  years  ; it  bears  sowing  a month  later  than  the 
common  sort,  and  produces  two  coombs  per  acre  more, 
but  of  a coarser  sample.  He  has  this  year  20  acres  of  it, 
the  crop  good.  Seed,  two  bushels  and  a half  per  acre. 

Naked  barley  was  tried  bv  Mr.  Overman,  of  Burn- 
ham, on  comparison  with  common,  and  produced  scarcely 
half  the  crop. 

5.  Seed. — Mr.  Salter,  on  heavy  land,  four  bushels 
broadcast. 

At  Thelton,  three  to  four  bushels;  six  pecks  and  a half, 
drilled. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  ten  pecks,  drilled 
at  six  inches : if  he  thinks  hoeing  may  be  wanted,  then  at 
pine  inches. 

Mr.  Ever  it,  of  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  three  bushels  to  three 
and.  a half. 
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Mr.  Syble  drilled  three  bushels;  four  sown.  Mr. 
Francis,  of  Martham,  four  bushels;  turnip-land  re- 
quires rather  more  than  on  wheat  stubbles. 

Mr.  Hornard,  at  Ludham,  sows  four  bushels. 

Mr.  Cubit,  ofCatfield,  See.  three  bushels  and  a half. 
Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  sows  three  bushels  and  a half ; 
drills  two. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltishall,  two  bushels  drilled,  four 
broad-cast. 

Mr.  ReptoN,  at  Oxnead,  drills  two  bushels  and  a half 
an  acre ; not  at  all  agreeing  to  any  thin  seeding  land  in  the 
drill  husbandry. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Heveringland,  drills  at  six  inches,  10 
to  1 1 pecks. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  three  bushels  broad-cast. 
Mr.  Johnson-,  at  Thurning,  drills  four  bushels,  the 

rows  at  four  inches  and  a half. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binjiain,  finds  that  11  pecks  are  the 

best  quantity  drilled. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  10  pecks,  rows  six  inches 
and  three-quarters. 

Mr.  Overman  drills  on  light  land  three  bushels.  Mr. 
Coke,  at  Holkham,  the  same. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  drills  nine  to  ten 

pecks. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Snettisham,  drills  six  pecks. 
Captain  Be  ache  R drills  two  bushels  and  a half,  at  six 
inches  three-quarters:  broad-cast  on  marmy  land,  four 
bushels. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  drills  ten  pecks. 

Near  Downham,  broad-cast,  two  bushels  to  four. 

At  Walington,  three  bushels.  About  Wymondham, 
tbiee  to  lour  bushels. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Twist,  at  Bretenhatn,  drills  two  bushels:  sows 
three  pecks  to  three  bushels  broad -cast. 

6.  Depth. — Mr.  Heath,  of  Hemlington,  had  some  bar- 
ley this  year  drilled  three  inches  deep,  and  the  crop  suffered. 
Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  had  part  of  a crop  drilled  at 
one  inch  and  a half,  and  part  at  two  inches  ; and  the  for- 
mer was  evidently  the  best.  Mr.  Hornard,  of  Ludhatn, 
ploughs  it  in  broad-cast,  two  to  three  indies.  Mr.  Dyble, 
of  Scotter,  thinks  it  cannot  be  too  shallow,  if  buried. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coitishal,  one  inch  to  one  and  a 
half,  drilled. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  drills  two  inches  deep. 

Mr.  BtRCHAM,atHackford,  Mr.  Johnson,  atThum- 
ing,  and  Mr.  England,  at  Binham,  two  inches  and  a 
half. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  not  more  than  two  inches: 
in  most  cases  not  so  much ; but  if  the  weather  be  dry, 
deeper. 

Mr.  Overman  drills  his  barley  one  inch  deep.  Mr. 
Coke,  at  one  inch  three-quarters. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  two  inches. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornham,  one  inch  and  a half 
deep. 

Mr.  Style  man,  of  Sncttisham,  thinks  this  a point  of 
great  consequence  ; drills  two  inches  and  a halt  deep. 

Mr.  Porter,  at  Watlington,  two  inches.  ' 

Mr.  Priest  has  found  that  in  both  drilling  and  broad- 
casting, the  shallower  barley  is  put  in,  it  it  be  but  buried, 
the  better. 

7.  Drilling. — Mr.  Fowel,  of  Snetterton,  puts  in  his 
barley  at  nine  inches  on  one  stale  furrow,  and  thinks  it  a 
great  improvement,  as  well  as  Saving.  He  used  to  follow 
the  common  method  of  ploughing  thrice,  but  prefers  his 
present  method  greatly.  He  pens  his  turnips  for  sheep, 
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across  the  ridges ; then  works  the  land  in  the  same  direc- 
tion with  Cook’s  scarifier  ; and  ploughs  as  soon  as  the 
close  is  finished,  with  the  ridges,  leaving  it  till  seed  time  : 
harrows,  and  drills,  at  nine  inches,  on  this  stale  furrow. 
The  soil  is  a good  sand,  but  light.  He  sows  the  grass- 
seeds  after  the  harrows,  and  before  the  drilling.  The  success 
answers  every  expedtation:  his  crops,  which  I viewed, 
■were  fine.  He  has  twenty  acres,  half  drilled  at  nine  inches, 
and  half  at  six  inches  three-quarters,  for  comparison. 
This  marked  variation  from  Norfolk  management  came 
from  Suffolk  : he  has  a relation  near  Ipswich,  where  spring 
ploughing  is  going  out  of  fashion  amingst  the  best  farmers. 

For  barley,  several  farmers  have  remarked,  that  the 
great  saving  by  the  use  of  the  drill,  is  forwarding  business : 
the  common  practice  has  been  to  give  three  earths ; but  by 
means  of  the  drill,  one  is  saved  ; this  a material  objedl,  as 
the  farmer  gets  sooner  to  his  turnip-fallows.  About  half  a 
bushel  of  seed  is  also  saved.  As  to  crop,  the  bulk  is  reckon- 
ed less  than  from  broad -cast  sowing,  but  the  corn  as  much, 
and  of  rather  a better  quality.  They  have  not  observed 
any  difference  in  ripening.  Seeds  are  sown  broad-cast, 
and  harrowed  in  ; no  horse-hoeing  in  this  case.  This 
management" depends  on  the  land  being  clean.  When 
barley  is  sown  broad-cast  on  two  earths,  it  is  harrowed 
in,  and  docs  not  come  so  regular,  not  being  put  in  at  an 
equal  depth: 

I have  rarely  seen  the  drill  so  superior  to  the  broad-cast, 
as  in  a large  field  of  Mr.  Bevan’s  : in  1802,  the  crop 
drilled  was  not  only  considerably  superior  to  the  broad- 
cas^but  vastly  freer  from  weeds;  especially  poppies,  which 
had  damaged  the  broad-cast  much;  as  neither  had  any 
hoeing  or  weeding,  this  effeifl  is  remarkable,  and  what  I 
cannot  account  for,  nor  could  Mr.  Be  van.  The  whole 
after  turnips ; one-half  fed,  one-half  carted,  alternately. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Havers,  at  Thelton,  drills  barley,  and  has  thit 
year  a very  fine  crop,  in  that  method. 

Mr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  drills  barley  on  the 
flag,  one  earth  on  white  clover,  and  trefoil  layers ; by  this 
means  he  gets  it  in  much  earlier  than  common,  which,  on 
a burning  gravel,  he  finds  of  great  consequence  ; other- 
wise the  crops  are  apt  to  go  offin  July, however  well  they 
might  look  in  May  and  June. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  has  for  two  years 
drilled  much  : he  drills  on  the  second  earth  on  his  turnip 
land ; saving  the  third,  usually  given  for  broad-cast  bar- 
ley : the  rows  at  six  inches. 

Mr.  Heath,  of  Hemlington,  gets  very  fine  crops,  by 
drilling  on  two  plough ings. 

Mr.  Syelk,  of  South  Walsham,  approves  much  of  the 
husbandry,  and  intends  pradlising  it  more,  but  will  give 
the  three  earths,  which  he  thinks  necessary.  He  has 
this  a year  a very  fine  crop  drilled,  which  I viewed ; the 
rows  at  seven  inches. 

Mr.  Petre,  at  VVestwick,  drills  at  nine  inches,  with 
Cook’s  drill,  and  thus  gets  his  best  crops:  eight  to  ten 
coombs. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  this  year  (1802)  drilled  some 
barley  on  three  earths,  saving  one,  and  these  were  his 
best  crops,  by  two  coombs  an  acre ; the  rows  at  six  and 
nine  inches  ; but  he  prefers  seven. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltisha!,gets  as  much  barley  from 
two  bushels  drilled,  as  from  four  broad-cast. 

Mr.  Repton  has,  from  much  experience,  an  high 
opinion  of  drilling  barley.  He  began  in  April,  1790, 
when  he  drilled  46  acres,  with  30  coombs  3 bushels  of 
seed  ; saving  15  coombs  1 bushel,  which,  at  11s.  6d.  was 
SI.  6s.  3d.  Twice  horse-hoeing  the  nine  inch  rows,  2I. 
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55.  Net  saving  by  drill,  61.  15.3d.  Produce,  427  coombs, 
but  five  acres  were  destroyed  by  the  wycr  worm  : per 
acre,  nine  coombs  one  bushel  and  a half:  and  if  the  five 
acres  be  deducted,  10  coombs  one  bushel  and  a half  per 
acre.  Sowed  broad-easi,  38  acres,  with  38  coombs  of 
seed:  produce,  321!  coombs;  or  eight  coombs  two 
bushels  per  acre:  from  that  time  he  went  on  drilling,  be- 
ing convinced  of  its  superiority,  and  has  now  no  sown 
barley.  Thomas  Fox,  his  bailiff,  remarked  this  year 
(1802),  that  in  a field  where  was  both  drilled  and  broad- 
cast, that  the  straw  of  the  latter  was  faint,  and  the  ears 
short ; but  that  the  drilled  straw  was  stiff,  and  the  ears 
long.  Would  you  drill,  if  you  had  a farm  of  your  own  ? — 
His  answer  to  me  was,  I really  think  I should.  He  ap- 
proves much  of  dibbling  wheat. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Heveringland,  drills  his  barley  at  six 
inches,  and  finds  the  crop  better  than  broad-cast. 

Colonel  Duller,  at  Haydon,  drills  all  his  barley,  and 
finds  that  it  beats  the  broad-cast  out  and  out. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thurning,  drills  all  on  three  clean 
earths,  the  rows  four  inches  and  a half,  with  Ashby’s 
drill,  which  he  thinks  a very  good  one,  though  it  is  not 
easy  with  it  to  make  so  straight  work  as  with  Cook’s  : an- 
swers much  better  than  broad-cast : the  straw  stiffer,  and 
the  crop  larger. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  drills  all. 

Mr.  Reeve,  ofWighton,  all;  the  rows  at  six  inches 
three-quarters;  but  thinks  six,  if  the  land  is  good,  would 
be  better. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  drills  nearly  all  his  barley  at  six  inches, 
three  bushels  of  seed  an  acre ; when  he  sows  broad-cast, 
three  and  one-quarter  : does  not  hoe.  Sows  clover,  See. 
the  day  after.  In  1802,  he  had  two  coombs  an  acre  more 
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from  covering  the  seed  with  one-horse  ploughs,  five  fur- 
rows to  a yard,  than  from  the  drill. 

Mr.  Coke  drills  at  six  inches  three-quarters,  and  gets 
immense  crops:  finer  barley  cannot  be  seen,  than  I view- 
ed on  his  farm  in  1800,  1802,  and  1803. 

Mr.  Dursgate  drills  all  his  barley  at  six  inches  three- 
quarters. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornbam,  drilled  all ; some  at  six 
inches  three-quarters,  and  some  at  nine  inches. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  drills  all  his  barley  on 
his  large  farm  of  about  2000  acres ; the  rows  at  six  inches 
three-quarters,  and  nine  inches;  and  bethinks,  upon  the 
whole,  that  his  best  crops  are  at  rjinc  inches.  Drilling 
much  superior  to  broad-cast:  he  has  this  year  part  of  a field 
drilled,  and  part  broad-cast;  the  former,  the  best  crop, 
and  even  the  labourers  confess  it.  T he  broad-cast  has  a 
■weak  faint  straw,  on  comparison  with  the  drilled  barley ; 
and  Mr.  Styleman  attributes  this  superiority  to  the  uni- 
form depth  of  the  drilled  seed. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  drills  at  six  inches  and  a 
half,  except  ( n his  very  sandiest  soil,  on  which  he  ploughs 
in  with  one-horse  ploughs,  to  bury  the  seed  deeper  than  the 
drill. 

Mr.  Edw.  Scott,  of  Grimstone,  on  a farm  of  only 
200  acres,  drilled  his  bailey  in  1801,  and  it  turned  out 
much  to  his  saiisfjflion. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  drills  all  his  barley ; and 
hoes  all  at  23.  6d.  to  4s.  an  acre,  covering  the  clover  seed : 
the  operation  does  much  good  to  the  crop : he  had  this 
year  13  or  14  coombs  an  acre:  17  loads  from  four  acres: 
from  another  four  acres  16  loads."  from  five  acres  reaped 
IO  loads,  each  from  five  to  six  score  sheaves. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Tottenhill,  this  year  drilled  190  acres 
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of  barley ; some  at  six  inches,  some  at  nine,  and  thinks 
nine  (especially  on  a wheat  stubble)  the  best. 

Mr.  Rogerson,  of  Narborough,  was  amongst  the 
earliest  drillers  in  Norfolk,  and  on  a very  large  scale, 
especially  for  barley  ; but  this  year  (1802)  I found  he  had 
put  in  all  his  crop  with  one-horse  ploughs,  preferring  this 
method,  after  long  experience  : he  never  had  a better  crop. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  drills  his  barley  at  nine 
inches,  and  horse-hoes  it  if  he  lias  not  sown  grass-seeds ; 
and  he  has  observed  an  evident  benefit  from  the  operation. 
His  threshers  admit  that  drilled  corn  is  fuller  bodied  than 
broad-cast.  At  Shropham  he  tried  seven,  eight,  and  nine 
inches  distance  of  rows,  and  nine  proved  the  best. 

Mr.  Twist,  of  Bretcnham,  drills  all  his  barley,  and 
has  much  better  than  when  he  sowed  broad-cast. 

8.  Dibbling. — MivDrake,  of  Billingfold,  dibbles  bar- 
ley on  his  lighter  land  on  one  earth  ; one  row  on  a furrow, 
and  then  sows  a cast  and  harrows ; and  this  he  thinks  pays 
better  than  wheat  on  land  much  subject  to  poppy,  in  which 
he  has  had  wheat  that  cost  from  20s.  to  30s.  an  acre  weed- 
ing and  yet  a bad  crop  ; but  of  barley  never  gets  less  than 
nine  coombs  an  acre,  and  the  land  clean. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  has  tried  dibbling  barley,  but 
gave  it  up,  as  it  would  not  answer. 

9.  Produce. — In  a tolerable  season  the  poor  sands  in 
the  south  west  part  of  the  county,  of  the  rent  of  5s.  will 
produce  five  or  six  coombs  an  acre;  and  in  a good,  that  is 
in  a wet  season,  six  to  eight : the  better  soils  in  the  same 
district,  intermixed  with  the  preceding,  give  from  six  to 
ten,  which  is  not  an  uncommon  crop  in  a wet  year.  The 
richer  lands,  from  Quidenham,  by  the  line  of  separation 
on  the  map,  and  from  Swafham,  by  Castleacre,  to  Holk- 
ham,  are  very  fine  barley  lands,  and  yield  great  crops,  Dot, 
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however,  without  a mixture  of  inferior  soils  of  several 
varieties.  It  is  in  West  Norfolk,  as  in  many  other  dis- 
trids,  the  best  land  is  where  the  soils  change ; between 
chalk  and  clay,  between  sand  and  clay,  &c.  there  is 
usually  a breadth  of  mellow  loam  of  good  quality.  The 
crops  of  barley  are  generally  good  on  tolerable  land.  Di- 
viding West  Norfolk  into  two  distridls,  one  of  5s.  and  the 
other  of  10s. ; the  first  rising  in  trails  to  7s.  6d.  and  fall- 
ing to  3s.  6d.  : the  other  rising  to  15s.  and  falling  to  8s. ; 
and  I should  average  the  barley  of  the  former  at  six  coombs, 
and  of  the  latter  at  ten.  I have  considered  this  point  un- 
der many  correilions,  and  do  not  think  it  far  from  the 
truth  : and  I am  of  opinion  that  if  the  land  was  managed 
in  an  inferior  stile,  the  poorer  distriils  would  not  produce 
four  : nor  the  richer  more  than  seven. 

The  greatness  of  Mr.  Salter’s  barley  (t  802)  may 
he  easily  conceived  from  this  circumstance : he  set  18  men 
to  mow  18  acres,  they  worked  all  day,  22  men  all  the 
next  day,  and  18  men  till  nine  o’clock  the  third  dav. 
There  were  about  120  loads  of  it,  forming  a stack  28 
yards  long. 

They  have  a whimsical  term  about  Holkham  to  denote 
a good  crop  ; they  call  it  hat  bailey:  if  a man  throws  his 
hat  into  a crop  it  rests  on  the  surface  if  good  ; but  falls  to 
the  ground  if  bad.  “ All,  Sir,  is  hat  barley  since  the  drill 
came.” 

About  Watton  seven  coombs  on  an  average:  I saw 
much  in  a good  season  that  produced  ten  and  twelve. 

Average  at  Langley,  on  fine  loamy  and  gravelly  sanJs, 
ten  coombs  an  acre. 

Caistor,  and  average  of  Fleg,  eleven  coombs ; sixteen 
have  been  known. 

Hemsby,  five  quarters ; but  some  light  land  and  open 
field : sixteen  have  been  known. 

Thrigby 
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Thrigby  and  Fleg,  in  general  nine  to  ten  coombs. 
Martbam,  nine  coombs  ; and  of  late  more. 

In  1793  a great  crop  in  East  Norfolk. 

Tire  same  in  1800;  Mr.  Francis,  of  Martham,  had 
that  year : 

Coombs. 

^4  acres  of  wheat,  which  yielded  460 
63  barley,  823 

14  oats,  187 

6 pease,  63 

137  1 i-J- coombs  per  acre,  *534 

The  Wheat  8£  coombs. 

Barley  13  • 

Oats  134- 
Pease  1 of 

which,  combined  with  the  high  price  of  the  year,  and 
here  not  a bad  harvest,  gave  a good  farming  account. 
Catfield  and  Happing,  in  general  nine  to  ten  coombs. 
Happsborough  and  Walcot,  fourteen  coombs. 

Honing,  nine  to  eleven  coombs. 

North  Walsham,  eight  to  nine  coombs. 

Scotter,  eight  coombs. 

Around  Coltishal,  ten  coombs. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  favoured  me,  from  his  books, 
kept  with  uncommon  accuracy  and  care,  with  an  account 
•f  his  crops  from  1773: 


Acres. 

Produce  per  acre. 

1773 

”3 

Coombs. 

7 

Bushels. 

1 

1774 

84 

7 

I 

1775 

74 

7 

3 

1776 

99 

8 

0 

1777 

73 

7 

3 

1798 
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Acres. 

Produce  per  acre. 
Coombs.  Bushels. 

1778 

77 

8 

t 

1779 

73 

S 

1 

1780 

93 

8 

1 

1781 

99 

10 

0 

1782 

116 

7 

1 

1783 

98 

7 

3 

M 

vj 

OO 

4^ 

81 

9 

0 

1785 

90 

7 

0 

1786 

91 

8 

3 

OO 

107 

9 

2 

1788 

100 

9 

3 

1789 

94 

9 

0 

179° 

85 

8 

3 

1791 

90 

9 

3 

*79  2 

7i 

8 

3 

1 793 

90 

9 

0 

*794 

79 

8 

0 

*795 

90 

9 

3 

1796 

90 

7 

2 

1 797 

84 

9 

0 

1798 

96 

8 

3 

1799 

91 

8 

3 

1800 

i8ui 

94 

Book  not  made  up. 

9 

31 

Average  of  the  whole,  8|  coombs. 

On  the  lighter  soils  at  Reveringland,  seven  or  eight 
coombs ; on  the  better  lands,  nine  or  ten. 

At  Causton,  the  soil  a good  barley  land,  and  the  pro- 
duce averages  ten  coombs. 

Mr.  Bircham,  &c.  at  Hackford,  ten  coombs. 

At  Haydon,  eight  coombs. 

At  Thurning,  &c.  seven  to  eight  coombs. 
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At  Burnham  Westgate,  eight  coombs.  Mr.  M.  Hitt 
varies,  from  difference  of  soil,  eight  to  ten  and  a half ; 
most  on  the  lightest  land. 

Mr.  Cokf,  at  Holkham,  nine  coombs. 

At  Holm,  eight  to  ten  coombs,  and  some  more. 

At  Snettisham,  eight  coombs. 

At  Houghton,  eight  coombs. 

At  Hillingdon,  from  five  to  twelve  coombs. 

The  vicinity  of  Downham,  eight  coombs. 

At  Watlington,  ten  coombs. 

About  Wymondham,  nine  coombs. 

Harvest. — “ When  wet  in  the  swath,  it  is  not  turned 
in  East  Norfolk,  but  lifted ; rhe  heads  or  ears  raised  from 
the  ground  with  a fotk  or  rake,  admitting  air  underneath 
the  swaths.” — Mr.  Marshall. 

It  is  the  present  practice  of  a large  part  of  the  county, 
especially  where  large  farms  prevail,  to  stack  the  corn, 
particularly  barley,  in  the  fields  where  it  grew  : evidently 
to  save  time  in  the  harvest  period. 

On  a great  Norfolk  farm  I found  the  work  in  carting  a 
very  heavy  crop  of  drilled  barley,  the  bulk  of  which  I 
guessed  at  four  waggon  loads  an  acre,  going  on  in  this  man- 
ner : Four  putting  in  ; four  pitching  to  two  waggons  ; four 
loading;  six  women  raking  ; two  boys  leading  the  horses ; 
six  men  driving  away  ; fourteen  at  the  stack,  eight  of 
which,  in  two  parties,  were  forking  in  holes  and  frqm  a 
scaffold,  as  the  stack  was  high  ; ten  waggons  and  thirty 
horses.  From  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  night 
they  cleared,  by  estimation,  twelve  or  thirteen  acres.  The 
drive  about  half  a mile.  The  expense  is  heavy.  Each 
man  (1800)  had  in  money  and  beer  about  7I.  for  the  har- 
vest; if  we  call  this  five  weeks,  it  is  near  5s.  a day  per 
man ; hawkey,  &c.  See.  will  make  it  up  5s. 

32  Men, 
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32  Men,  at  5s.  . - 

■ C ■ Sm  a. 

800 

6 Women, 

060 

2 Boys,  - 

1 

0 

O' 

30  Horses,  at  is.  6d. 

250 

• 

10  13  6 

Wear  and  tear  10  waggons, 

050 

13  Acres, 

^■.io  18  6 

Per  acre, 

0 16  9 

1 conceive  that  with  one-horse 

carriages  this  might  have 

been  done  much  cheaper. 

I found  Mr.  Burton’s  fields, 

at  Langley,  clearing  un- 

der  the  following  arrangement: 

• 

2 Pitchers, 

2 Drivers, 

2 Loaders, 

4 Waggons, 

2 Rakers, 

10  Horses, 

4 Unloading, 

and  cleared  12  acres  of  barley  a day ; 36  loads  ; from  one- 

quarter  to  three-fourths  of  a mile  distant,  and  some  even  a 

mile. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  assigns  ten  acres  per 
man:  Mr.  Francis,  ofMartham,  the  same. 

Mr.  Bircham’s  arrangement  on  his  farm  of  720  acres 
arable,  for  a gang : 

2 Pitchers,  3 Waggons, 

2 Loaders,  5 At  the  stack, 

- 2 Rakers,  boys,  7 Horses. 

2 Drivers, 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thurning,  14  to  16  acres  per  man. 
Mr.  Dursgate,  14  acres  per  man. 

Mr.  Styleman,  17  acres  per  man. 

At  Houghton,  20  acres  per  man. 

Mr.  Priest,  at  Bcsthorpe,  ic  acres  per  man. 

io.  Awns. 
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10.  Awns. — To  free  barley  from  the  awn,  in  years  or 
crops  when  it  is  very  tough  and  adhesive,  Mr.  Bevan 
has  a horse  rode  by  a boy  repeatedly  over  the  floor  when 
six  to  eight  or  nine  inches  deep  in  barley,  and  it  is  found 
effedlually  and  cheaply  to  free  it. 

11.  Malt. — In  1800  Mr.  Gilpin,  of  Heacham,  a 
considerable  maltster,  bought  some  beautiful  barley  that 
had  not  received  a drop  of  rain,  and  trying  a small  parcel 
of  it,  found  it  malted  badly  : he  tried  a most  uncommon 
experiment,  and  founded  upon  an  idea  very  contrary  to  all 
common  ones  on  the  subjedt : he  kiln-dried  it  by  a gentle 
heat,  watering  it  lightly  with  a watering-pot  twice  or 
thrice,  six  hours  intervening  ; dried  it : after  which  opera- 
tion it  malted  well,  every  grain  sprouting,  and  no  malt 
could  be  finer.  Hence  observes  the  very  intelligent  gen- 
tleman* from  whom  I had  this  account,  it  is  evident  that 
a good  shower  of  rain  in  harvest,  or  a sweat  in  the  stack, 
is  beneficial  to  the  maltster. 

By  the  same  gentleman  it  was  remarked  to  me,  that 
malt  keeps  better  with  the  comb  in  it,  screening  when 
■wanted. 

The  best  trial  is  to  swim  it  in  water ; all  that  swim's  it 
good  malt ; what  sinks,  is  barley  rather  than  malt. 


SECT.  VI. — CLOVER.  SEEDS. 

I pursue  the  general  rotation  in  treating  of  these  crops. 
Seeds,  as  they  are  usually  called,  are  universally  sown  with 
barley  that  succeeds  turnips. 

Thirty  years  ago  they  had  for  some  time  found  their 
clover  crop  -failing,  from  its  recurring  too  often ; this 

* Maxiy  Allin,  Esq.  of  Lyon. 

caused 
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Caused  the  variation  of  substituting  trefoil  for  one  round, 
and  the  clover  being  sown  but  once  in  nine  years*  the  evil 
Was  removed. 

I found  the  same  account  every  where  in  the  South  of 
the  county,  that  the  land  (whatever  the  soil)  was  what 
they  call  sick  of  clover.  Formerly  it  was  sown  every 
fourth  or  fifth  year ; but  now  if  it  returns  so  often  it  fails* 
for  acres  together : they  therefore  sow  clover  in  one  round* 
and  then  substitute  white  clover  and  trefoil,  adding  a little 
ray-grass,  but  as  little  as  they  can  help.  Whether  the 
wheat  is  as  good  after  these  seeds  as  after  clover*  is  rather 
an  unsettled  point,  In  discourse  with  Mr.  Burton*  of 
Langley,  a most  intelligent  observer,  upon  this  question* 
he  said,  that  he  himself  got  as  good  wheat  after  white 
Dutch  as  after  red  clover,  but  that  he  believed  the  true 
change  for  the  soil  would  be  to  sow  no  seeds  at  all ; and 
he  shewed  me  a large  field  of  red  clover,  part  of  which 
was  very  regular  and  good,  and  part  inferior : the  former 
was  in  a course  where  no  seeds  had  been  sown,  and  the 
latter  where  Dutch  and  trefoil  were  introduced : a strong 
confirmation  of  his  remark, 

Mr.  Fowel,  of  Snetterton,  six  pecks  of  ray,  six  pounds 
of  clover  or  trefoil,  four  of  white  clover,  for  two  years. 
I recommended  him  to  try  chicory,  as  well  as  to  substitute 
cocksfoot  for  ray, 

The  land  around  Hinghatrt  is  tired  of  producing  this 
crop,  and  causes  the  variation  of  sowing  ray,  trefoil,  and 
white  clover;  but  Mr.  Heath  has  sown  no  ray  of  late 
years,  for  he  has  found  it  injure  the  land,  so  that  he  never 
observes  such  good  wheat  after  it  as  after  other  grasses. 

About  Watton,  if  clover  alone,  ten  or  twelve  pound  * 
but  if  on  land  which  has  been  found  apt  to  fail,  eight 
pound  of  clover ; six  or  eight  of  trefoil,  and  half  a peck  of 
ray:  but  Mr.  Robinson  has  a bad  opinion  of  ray,  espe- 
norfolk.]  S vialljr 
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daily  on  heavy  land.  When  cows  are  to  eat  clover,  they 
reckon  a small  mixture  of  ray  beneficial,  to  prevent  hoving. 
Clover  is  very  apt  to  die  in  the  winter ; they  have  repeated 
it  so  often  that  the  land  is  sick ; this  has  occasioned  the 
substitution  of  trefoil,  ray,  and  white  clover. 

Upon  the  various  soils  near  Dereham,  towards  Bilney, 
and  the  adjoining  parishes,  ray  is  much  sown,  vet  does 
badly.  The  opinion  in  favour  of  it  lessens  gradually; 
they  admit  that  after  Midsummer  it  is  good  for  nothing. 

All  over  Earsham  hundred  the  land  is  sick  of  clover, 
so  that  it  will  not  stand  if  sown  oftener  than  once  in  eight 
or  ten  years.  White  Dutch,  trefoil,  &cc.  are  substituted, 
but  the  wheat  is  not  equally  good  after  them. 

Over  the  hundred  of  Loddon  the  same  remark  is  appli- 
cable ; they  use  as  little  ray-grass  as  may  be. 

Mr.THUs.TELL,  near  Yarmouth,  ventures  clover  not 
oftener  than  once  in  eight  years ; substitutes  white  Dutch, 
trefoil,  and  ray-grass;  but  he  thinks  that  land  tires  of 
these  seeds  as  well  as  of  clover,  and  therefore  on  a portion 
of  his  land  omits  all,  and  sows  pease.  Mows  clover  twice 
— seeds  once. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  sows  clover  but  once  in  eight 
or  ten  years,  either  substituting  white  Dutch  and  trefoil, 
or  baulking  it  of  seeds  entirely  : lie  mows  clover  twice  for 
hay,  and  the  wheat  is  the  better  for  such  mowing ; re- 
marking at  the  same  time,  that  when  he  has  soiled  a part 
of  a field  of  tares  and  left  the  rest  for  wheat,  that  crop  has 
been  better  after  the  latter  than  after  the  former ; a sure 
proof,  he  observed,  of  the  benefit  of  shading  the  ground. 

Mr.  Ferrier,  of  Hemsby,  finds  no  difference  in  his 
wheat,  whether  it  follows  clover  or  other  seeds. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  thinks  that  nothing 
prepares  for- wheat  so  well  as  a good  crop  of  clover. 

Mr.  Francis;  of-  Martham,  has  found,  in  common 

• «*  with 
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with  his  neighbours,  that  the  land  is  sick  of  clover ; when 
he  baulks  it  by  substituting  pease,  then  the  four-shift  hus- 
bandry instead  of  their  usual  Fleg  five-shift,'  turnips  com- 
ing after  the  wheat.  Having  no  marsh  or  meadows,  he 
always  keeps  a layer  two  years,  which  is  convenient  also 
for  throwing  turnips : puts  in  wheat  equally  on  one 
earth. 

Mr.  Hornard,  of  Ludham,  is  not  ready  to  admit 
that  the  land  of  this  country  is  so  tired  of  clover  as  many 
are  ready  to  assert ; and  he  instances  the  case  of  a field 
which  to  his  knowledge  has  been  28  years  in  the  common 
course,  sown  once  every  five  years  ; there  is  nothing  par- 
ticular in  the  soil,  and  the  last  crop  is  as  good  as  any  for- 
mer one. 

In  Happing  hundred  I find  the  approach  of  a change  in 
practice : they  admit  at  Catfield,  that  if  clover  recurs  too 
often  the  land  will  not  yield  it,  but  their  method  is  not  an 
alternate  substitution  of  other  seeds,  or  baulking  the  land 
for  a round,  but  to  take  a six  course  shift  instead  of  a five, 
and  mixing  white  clover  and  trefoil  and  ray,  by  which  two 
precautions  they  succeed  well.  The  clover  is  often  mown 
twice  for  want  of  hay,  fed  the  second  year  ; it  is  of  great 
importance,  for  there  is  no  natural  grass  in  the  whole  hun- 
dred, or  next  to  none  ; all  arable  and  commons.  Such  as 
sow  their  land  in  five-shifts,  cultivate  vetches  for  soiling 
their  teams. 

Mr.  Wiseman,  of  Happsborough,  relies  chiefly  on 
white  clover,  preferring  it  to  any  other:  sows  nineteen 
pound  an  acre,  though  twelve  the  common  quantity  ; it 
makes  the  best  of  hay,  and  he  gets  two  waggon  loads  an 
acre.  .• 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Honing,  ten  pound  of  red  clover,  three 
or  four  pound  of  white,  and  on  the  stronger  soils  a quarter 
to  half  a peck  of  ray-grass,  for  two  years ; the  first  year 

s 2 he 
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he  mows  once,  and  feeds  the  second  growth  ; the  second 
year  feeds  all : on  strong  land  he  ploughs  after  the  first 
feeding  of  the  second  year,  and  sows  buck- wheat  to  plough 
under  for  wheat ; but  on  light  land  he  riffles  tire  lay,  or 
else  scales  it  thin ; after  harvest  harrows  well,  ploughs  , 
clean,  and  dibbles  wheat.  Red  clover  never  fails  with  him, 
if  sown  only  once  in  six  years. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  very  rarely 
misses  of  clover  in  the  six-shift  husbandry  ; if  it  does  fail 
the  loss  is  great,  for  he  thinks  trefoil  very  uncertain  for 
hay ; when  it  does  happen,  the  clover  of  the  next  course  is 
sure  to  be  good.  The  first  growth  of  the  first  year  is 
always  mown  ; the  second  fed,  as  well  as  the  second  year. 
There  will  in  the  second  year  be  as  much  grass  upon  one 
acre  mown  only  once  the  first  year,  as  on  three  acres  that 
were  mown  twice:  this  is  a remarkable  observation,  and 
goes  direQiy  to  the  point  of  mowing  or  feeding  new  lays 
of  permanent  grass. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  does  not  find  that  land  sickens 
of  clover  in  the  six-shift  husbandry  ; sows  clover-suckling 
and  ray  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltishal,  has  sown  his  seeds  on 
the  bailey,  after  it  was  up,  but  it  did  not  succeed  for  want 
of  rain.  He  sows  only  red  and  white  then,  and  after  har- 
vest, the  ray,  on  the  first  rain  coming;  by  this  means  it  is 
backwarder  when  the  clover  is  mown : in  the  common 
management,  the  ray  is  in  seed  when  the  clover  is  in  blos- 
som, which  damages  the  hay,  besides  the  land  being  loaded 
with  perhaps  a sack  an  acre  of  the  seed,  which  hurts  the 
clovers  of  the  second  year.  On  the  whole,  however,  he 
hates  ray-grass,  and  has  for  three  years  omitted  it ; but 
candidly  owns  that  his  success  has  not  been  good. 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  clover  from  Norwich  to  Yar- 
mouth, was  very  generally  mown  twice ; and  as  general  au 

„ s opinion. 
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•pinion,  founded  on  much  experience,  that  the  wheat  fob 
lowing  was  better  than  after  feeding. 

Mr.  Layton,  of  East  Norfolk,  was  dear  from  nu- 
merous observations,  that  clover  mown  twice  for  hay, 
* gave  better  wheat  than  clover  fed,  by  the  difference  of  a 
small  coat  of  dung  : the  soil  sandy.  He  attributed  the  ef- 
fe<Sl  to  covering  the  soil  from  the  sun. 

“ In  East  Norfolk  it  isuniversally  made  into  large  cocks, 
as  soon  as  it  is  weathered  enough  to  prevent  its  damaging 
in  these  cocks ; in  which  it  frequently  stands  a week,  or 
perhaps  a fortnight.  The  leaf  and  the  heads  are  thus  saved 
before  it  become  too  crisp  ; but  heavy  rains  do  it  injury  in 
this  state.” — Marshall. 

The  trifolium  procumbent,  called  red  suckling,  cultivated 
about  Norwich  for  the  profit  of  the  seed,  as  it  yields  a 
large  quantity  : said  not  to  have  any  merit  comparable  to 
clover  or  to  trefoil. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  twelve  pound  of  clover, 
three  pound  of  white  suckling,  and  half  a peck  of  ray- 
grass;  clover  will  not  stand  the  second  year,  but  the 
white  and  the  ray  succeed. 

About  Aylesham  the  land  is  sick  of  clover. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  changes  his  rounds  from 
clover  to  trefoil  and  suckling  ; when  it  fails,  takes  pease. 

Mr.  Bircham,  of  Hackford,  finds  that  clover  fails  if 
sown  oftener  than  once  in  twelve  years:  he  was  in  the 
four-shift  course,  but  the  land  grew  quite  sick  of  clover : 
now  in  one  round  are  substituted  one  peck  of  trefoil,  two 
pecks  of  ray,  and  three  or  four  pound  of  white  Dutch. 
Whether  these,  or  clover  and  ray,  they  are  all  tor  two 
years. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  finds  that  clover  has  long 
worn  out  the  second  year,  but  now  half  of  it  is  lost  even 
(he  first.  His  substitutes  are  white  suckling,  black  non- 
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such  (trefoil),  and  ray. grass.  He  does  not  like  trefoil, 
but  ray-grass  much  : it  makes  the  best  of  hay,  and  if  kept 
fed  very  close,  it  is  good  all  the  summer,  carrying  much 
stock,  which  secures  corn.  He  conceives  that  clover  itself 
is  not  so  good  as  ray,  as  he  remarks  that  cattle  feed  down 
the  borders  when  turned  to  clover  much  sooner  and  closer 
than  they  do  when  in  ray-grass  fields.  After  drilling  his 
barley  he  harrows,  rolls,  and  sows  one  bushel  of  ray,  seven 
pound  of  clover,  four  pound  of  white.  Mows  the  first 
growth,  feeds  the  second,  and  the  second  year. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  red  clover,  one  round, 
and  trefoil  and  white  the  other ; ray-grass,  one  peck  with 
either:  if  any  thing  like  a failure,  which  thus  rarely  hap- 
pens, takes  it  up  the  first  year,  instead  of  leaving  it  tw'o. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  alternate  rounds;  clover, 
one  course,  and  trefoil,  white  and  ray,  the  other;  but 
both  for  two  years,  if  they  will  stand : intends  the  red 
clover  only  for  one  year.  He  has  a great  opinion  of  ray- 
grass,  thinking  it  the  best  grass  they  sow,  and  gets  as  good 
corn  after  it,  as  after  any  other.  He  finds  that  trefoil  stands 
a drought  better  than  either  red  or  white  clover. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  91b.  of  clever;  31b.  of  trefoil;  6ib.  of 
■white  Dutch  ; and  from  one-quarter  of  a peck  to  two  pecks 
of  ray  : but  his  land  is  very  sick  of  clover.  He  leaves  the 
layer  two  years,  breaking  up  part  by  a bastard  fallow,  and 
leaving  part  for  one  earth  on  the  flag.  In  the  consump- 
tion, prefers  mowing  one  year  and  feeding  the  second. 
He  has  made  observations  on  the  comparison  of  mowing' 
and  feeding,  and  thinks  the  difference  not  striking  in  the 
wheat ; but  lias  remarked,  that  seeds  broken  up  the  first 
vear  after  mowing,  have  yielded  as  good  wheat  as  the  se- 
cond yearns  seed,  though  manured.  This  is  curious;  but, 
quere,  whether  the  clover  did  not  predominate  in  one  case 
and  the  ray,  in  the  other  ? 
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In  some  oases,  when  his  seeds  fail,  he  lets  his  two 
years  layer  remain  three,  breaking  up  the  failing  land  for 
other  crops : and  he  remarks,  that  the  fields  which  are  thus 
left  three,  and,  even  in  some  few  instances,  four,  instead 
of  two  years,  he  breaks  up  with  a much  better  prospedt  of 
success,  than  if  they  had  been  laid  only  the  usual  time. 

Time  of  sowing. — Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmorc,  was  re- 
commended by  a friend,  whose  management  he  had  seen 
and  approved,  to  sow  his  seeds  at  twice : half  of  each  sort 
(white  and  red  clover,  and  ray),  at  the  time  of  sowing 
barley  ; and  tire  other  halt  before  the  rollers  in  going  over 
the  young  crop:  and  this  pradlice  he  intends  to  pursue  in 
future.  He  thinks  it  will  give  them  a better  chance  of 
succeeding.  He  has  600  acres  of  seeds : he  sows  the  great 
quantity  of  141b.  an  acre  of  white  clover,  81b.  of  red,  and 
one  bushel  ot  ray-grass.  The  last  he  esteems  much  in 
spring  ; and  when  an  ol  (Crvation  was  made  against  it,  said, 
that  in  April  and  May  lie  had  3000  sheep  that  found  the 
excellence  of  it. 

In  1784,  registering  the  husbandry  of  the  spirited  cul- 
tivator of  Holkham,  it  is  remarked,  that  “ those  who  have 
been  conversant  in  the  husbandry  of  old  improved  coun- 
tries, know  that  a common  complaint  is  the  failure  of  red 
clover.  Ir  has  been  sown  so  repeatedly,  that  the  land  is 
said  to  be  surfeited  with  it.  In  the  same  district  it  comes 
to  nothing  on  the  old  improved  lands,  yet  yields  immense 
crops  on  any  accidental  spot,  where  never,  or  Tarely 
sown  before.”  The  observation  is  so  common,  that  no 
doubt  can  remain  of  the  fact ; however,  it  may  be  attribut- 
ed to  certain  methods  in  management  pursued  in  this  coun- 
ty. Pease  and  tares  had  been  tried  as  substitutes,  but  they 
are  tillage  crops,  and  what  these  thin  soils,  harassed  with 
the  plough,  want,  is  rest.  Mr.  Coke  turned  his  views  to  a 
different  and  better  quarter,  to  other  artificial  grasses, 
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which  would  answer  the  same  purpose  as  clover  and  ray- 
grass.  I had  recommended  to  him,  on  a former  occa- 
sion*, trefoil,  white  clover,  cow-grass,  rib-grass,  and 
hurnet.  Mr.  Coke  applied  them  with  no  inconsiderable 
sagacity  to  the  present  purpose,  and  that  the  experiment 
might  not  be  delusive,  tried  them  spiritedly  upon  30  acres 
in  the  middle  of  a large  piece,  laid  with  clover  and  ray- 
grass,  The  quantities  of  seed  he  has  found  will  vary  ac- 
cording to  circumstances;  but  in  general, 

Of  cow-grass  - 8 to  10  lb. 

White  clover  - - 5 to  81b. 

Rib  r - 5 to  81b, 

Burnet  - - 5 to  12  lb. 

Trefoil  - - 5 to  81b. 

according  to  the  price,  and  also  the  intended  duration  of 
the  lay.  The  success  of  the  first  trial  induced  him  to  lay 
down  a yet  larger  space  the  seccrii  ■ year.  And  the  third 
(with  the  barley  of  the  last  spring),  no  fewer  than  221 
acres;  this  is,  in  truth,  doing  justice  to  a new  husban- 
dry. Mr.  Coke  has  found  that  those  seeds  fill  the  land 
completely  with  plants,  which  are  abiding  two,  and  even 
three  years  ; and  how  much  longer  they  may  last,  is  more 
than  he  can  pronounce,  as  their  appearance  is  yet  as  good 
as  ever.  I rode  over  all  the  pieces,  and  never  saw  a finer 
or  more  regular  plant  than  they  exhibited.  And  he  has, 
on  several  'occasions,  remarked,  that  sheep  give  a prefe- 
rence to  these  grasses,  whenever  sown  in  the  same  field 
\yith  clover  and  ray-grass.’' 

In  regard  to  the  continuance  of  these  trials,  some  of  the 
pastures  now  remain,  and  are  as  fine  as  (he  soil  will  yield; 
thick,  plean,  and  sweet. 

* It  was  on  finding  a second  crop  of  turnips  in  succession  on  the  lawn  facing 
the  south  front,  a$  a preparation  for  grass ; naming  those  plants,  which  werf 
accordingly  sown,  and  have  ever  since  succeede4  well ; and  now  form  a 
very  fine  turf, 
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Mr.  Coke  considers  hard  stocking  the  seeds  as  the  best 
preparation  for  wheat,  and  the  safest  means  of  saving  the 
expense  of  oil-cake. — Sound  doflrine,  adds  Mr.  M.  Hill. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  finds  his  land  sick  of 
red  clover,  and  therefore  sows  it  in  alternate  rounds  with 
ray,  and  also  with  the  trefoil  and  white  clover  of  the  other 
round.  Rests  two  years,  feeding  most  of  the  layers 
through  both. 

Mr.  W right,  of  Stanhow,  does  not  like  white  clover; 
he  thinks  it  a bitter  food,  and  that  sheep  do  not  cat  it 
kindly ; so  that  while  much  food  seems  to  be  on  the 
ground,  stock  do  badly.  This  is  an  uncommon  opinion, 
but  I remember  Mr.  Bakewell  starting  the  same  idea. 

Mr.  Dursgate  finding  his  land  sick  of  clover,  sows 
it  alternately,  a round  with,  and  a round  without,  substi- 
tuting white  clover  and  trefoil ; ray-grass  with  both  : no 
doing  without  that ; all  other  seeds  should  come  but  once 
in  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornham,  clover  one  round  in  the 
four-shift  husbandry,  and  other  seeds  alternately  : finds  lit- 
tle difference  in  the  wheat. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  sows  seeds  for  a two 
years  lay;  clover,  ulb.  one  round,  and  in  the  next,  tre- 
foil, 61b.  white  clover,  41b.  and  half  a bushel  of  ray- 
grass  ; in  which  system  clover  stands. 

At  Hillingdon  the  land  is  sick  of  clover,  and  therefore 
the  seeds  are  varied  alternately  by  trefoil  and  white  Dutch. 
81b.  of  red  clover,  41b.  of  trefoil,  or  white,  and  one-quar- 
ter or  half  a bushel  of  ray : variation,  81b.  trefoil,  4II).  of 
white,  with  the  ray.  If  it  is  good  enough  to  come  to  the 
scythe,  it  is  all  mown  the  first  growth. 

At  Grimstone  it  is  no  wonder  the  land  is  sick  of  clover, 
for  they  are  in  the  four-shift  husbandry : they  vary  it  with 
Uefoil  and  white  Dutch  alternately. 

All 
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All  round  Downham  the  land,  in  some  measure,  sick 
of  clover ; and  in  that  case,  their  variations  are  vetches, 
and  by  some,  potatoes.  Also  sowing  white  clover,  trefoil, 
and  ray  grass,  leaving  it  two  or  three  years,  and  breaking 
up  for  pease. 

At  Besthorpe,  tired  of  clover ; change  it  for  trefoil,  if 
it  stands,  mow  the  first  growth  for  hay,  and  the  second 
often  for  seed. 

In  Marshland  I saw  many  very  fine  crops  of  pure  red 
clover,  and  the  malady,  of  the  land  being  sick  of  it,  is  un« 
known.  Mr. Dennis,  ofWigenhall,  St.  Maries,  sows 
it  on  his  wheat  in  the  spring,  caving  oft  the  crop  and  har- 
rowing well,  before  and  after  sowing  the  clover,  and  is 
sure  to  succeed : mows  it  twice  for  hay,  and  the  best  of 
all  their  wheats  succeed — gets  six  coombs  an  acre. 

From  the  preceding  notes  it  appears,  that  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  which  have  for  some  years  been  found 
in  the  Norfolk  husbandry,  has  been  the  failure  of  clover. 
I have  often  heard  this,  as  a general  fa£t,  denied  by  men 
whose  pra£lice  ought  to  have  taught  them  better : in  the 
common  management  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fa<3, 
and  it  well  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  the  far- 
mers of  this  respeflable  county,  whether  there  may  not  be 
devised  some  methods,  beyond  those  already  tried,  to  cor- 
rect the  evil. 

An  observation  1 made,  during  nine  years  that  I was 
in  the  constant  habit  of  viewing  the  farm  of  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  in  Surrey,  may  here  merit  some  attention. 
When  he  began  to  farm,  the  land  was  sick  of  clover,  in- 
somuch, that  it  was  almost  sure  to  fail,  from  having  been, 
perhaps  for  a century,  sown  every  four  or  five  years. 
My  friend  adopted  the  course  of — i.  beans;  2.  wheat ; 
3.  clover,  in  which  it  occurred  once  in  three  years,  and 
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the  farmers  predidted  an  absolute  failure:  I viewed  three 
courses,  and  better  crops,  of  pure  red  clover,  were  never 
gained.  He  began  with  ploughing  treble  the  depth  of 
that  to  which  the  land  had  been  usually  stirred,  and  he 
manured  very  amply  for  every  crop  of  beans,  partly  with 
night  soil,  from  London.  In  what  degree  the  success 
arose  from  depth  of  tillage,  and  in  what  degree  from  a 
variation  in  manuring,  cannot  be  ascertained  ; but  the  ex- 
periment proved  that  these  agents  were  equal  to  the  cure 
of  the  malady. 

Some  farmers  in  Norfolk,  as  appears  in  the  Notes  upon 
Tillage,  have  moved  out  of  the  common  sphere,  and  ven- 
tured to  plough  deeper  than  their  predecessors  ; nor  have 
they  found  any  inconvenience  in  so  doing.  It  merits  con- 
sideration, whether  this  pradticc  will  not  prove  in  some 
measure  a remedy  to  the  failure  of  clover.  As  to  ma- 
nuring, and  especially  in  great  variations,  the  means  are 
generally  limited,  and  a change  in  this  respedt,  however 
desirable,  is  rarely  in  their  power. 

The  only  effedtive  remedy  hitherto  pradtised,  is  that  of 
omitting  clover  altogether,  for  one  or  two  rounds,  which 
points  out  the  great  importance  of  introducing  as  many 
new  artificial  grasses  as  possible. 

RAY-GRASS. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  on  various  loams  called 
heavy,  and  some  are  so,  sows  but  little. — flrc  cant  sou/  too 
little ; perhaps  none  would  be  better. 

Mr.  M.  Hjll  thinks  that  the  common  prejudice  against 
ray-grass  arises  from  a mistaken  practice;  approves  the  use, 
but  not  the  abuse  of  it.  Whenever  it  is  sown  for  feeding, 
he  particularly  recommends  the  bare  feeding  in  the  spring; 
if  suffered  to  grow  more  than  two  inches  long,  it  will 
imperceptibly  rise  and  run  to  bent,  and  then  only  it  is  in- 
jurious. 

Walking  over  Mr.  Money’s  farm  at  Rainham,  with 
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Mr.  Hill,  I remarked,  that  ray  had  been  sown  with 
clover,  on  a soil  perfectly  adapted  to  the  latter  plant ; and 
condemning  the  practice,  Mr.  Hill  agreed,  and  made 
an  observation  that  deserves  noting:  ray  is  sown  with  the 
clover,  and  if  from  a bad  delivery  of  the  seed,  from  the 
wind  driving  the  lightest  further,  or  from  any  other  cause, 
some  of  the  land  misses  its  plant  of  ray  ; the  clover  in 
such  spots  is  much  more  vigorous  ; a sure  proof  of  the 
exhausting  quality  of  the  ray. 

Mr.  Coke,  on  his  fine  farm  at  Holkham,  used  to  sow 
Tay-grass  with  sainfoin,  but  has  left  off  the  practice,  aud 
in  general  sows  as  little  as  possible’ of  the  grass,  being  con- 
vinced that  it  exhausts ; his  corn  is  not  so  good  after  it, 
as  where  it  has  not  been  sown. 

Mr.  Overman  had  half  a field  sown  with  rav,  trefoil 
and  white  clover;  the  ether  half  with  the  two  latter  plants 
only.  When  the  -whole  was  broken  up  for  wheat,  the 
crop  was  much  the  better  where  no  ray  had  been  sown : 
the  difference  so  great  as  to  be  visible  at  the  distance  of  half 
a mile. 

Mr.  Haver’s  bailiff  observed  to  ine,  that  the  less  ray- 
grass  is  sown  the  better,  as  he  never  found  it  kind  for 
wheat : pease  do  better  on  it. 

BURNET 

Was  introduced  at  Stoke  35  years  ago,  as  I then  regis- 

• • ' * # * • 

tered,  with  great  success ; but  it  never  made  any  progress, 
though  it  yielded  luxuriant  food  for  many  horses  in  February. 

The  reputation  of  this  plant  made  so  much  noise  in  the 
world,  that  Mr.  Coke  formed  an  experiment  at  Holk- 
ham, to  examine  carefully  its  merits,  and,  with  the  spirit 
that  charadlerizes  his  husbandry,  sowed  40  acres,  mixing 
a small  quantity  of  white  clover  and  rib-grass  with  it. — 
The  result  was  as  decisive  as  can  be  imagined  ; the  field 
has  been  fully  and  incessantly  stockecj  with  sheep,  and  was 
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constantly  pared  as  close  to  the  ground,  as  a favourite  spot 
in  a pasture  is  by  horses. 

Mr.  Be  van  has  found  burnet  to  be  the  most  whole- 
some food  for  sheep,  in  a wet  spring,  and  a certain  remedy 
for  the  flux. 

1802.  He  continues  of  the  same  opinion,  and  is  never 
without  20  acres  of  it. 

COCKSFOOT. 

Sir  Mordaunt  Martin,  in  1788,  observing,  by 
an  experiment,  that  this  grass  grew  four  inches  in  less 
than  three  days,  determined  to  attend  more  particularly 
to  it : he  remarked,  that  when  sheep  were  let  out  of 
a fold,  they  ran  over  every  thing,  to  get  at  a baulk  that 
was  full  of  it,  and  there  ate  it  in  preference  to  other 
grasses.  In  some  parts  of  Norfolk  it  is  called  cow’sgTass, 
from  their  being  very  fond  of  it.  He  began  to  cultivate  it  in 
1794.  It  grows  at  Midsummer,  in  a drought,  when  every 
thing  else  is  burnt  up.  He  sows  it  with  nonsuch,  instead 
of  ray-grass,  and  finds  it  mucli  more  profitable. 

Mr.  Overman,  observing  the  eagerness  with  which 
sheep,  when  let  into  a field  at  Burnham-market  that  had 
some  cocksfoot  grass  in  it,  ran  over  ray-grass,  and  every 
thing  else,  to  get  a bite  of  this  plant,  thought  it  worth 
cultivating,  and  sowed  about  an  acre,  on  the  dry  gravelly 
part  of  his  farm,  just  above  the  marsh.  This  spot  was 
the  only  one,  in  a large  field,  that  did  not  burn  in  the  se- 
vere drought  of  1800,  and  convinced  him  of  the  excel- 
lence of  the  grass. 

This  gentleman,  shewing  me  a beautiful  crop  of  drilled 
wheat,  which  could  scarcely  be  estimated  at  less  than  four 
quarters  and  a half  per  acre,  pointed  out  a part- of  the  field, 
superior,  if  any  thing,  to  the  rest ; and  said  it  was  an  experi- 
ment on  the  cocksfoot  grass : he  had  found  it  an  excellent 
plant  for  sheep,  but  having  examined  the  roots,  perceived 
them  to  be  so  strong,  that  he  had  some  suspicion  they' 
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might  exhaust  the  land,  and  therefore  sowed  this  piece 
for  a trial : the  result  has  satisfied  him  that  all  apprehen- 
sion of  the  kind  was  ill  founded,  and  he  intends  substi- 
tuting it  for  ray-grass. 

Observation. — I have  cultivated  this  grass  on  a large 
scale  for  many  years,  and  have  found  it  of  great  use.  It 
is  a most  valuable  plant  when  kept  close  fed. 

CHICORY. 

Through  all  the  southern  district  of  West  Norfolk, 
in  which  are  great  tradls  of  poor  sand,  the  layers 
quite  contemptible,  I was  petrified  to  see  spontaneous 
plants  of  luxuriant  chicory,  pointing  out  what  nature  is 
ready  to  perform,  were  she  assisted  by  adapting  the  plants 
to  the  soil.  Here  are  thousands  of  acres  which  would, 
without  other  expense  than  that  of  a few  shillings  per  acre 
in  seed,  be  doubled  and  trebled  in  value  ; and  were  such 
layer  fed  by  sheep,  without  folding  from  it,  the  succeeding 
crops  of  corn  would  be  as  superior  to  the  present  pro- 
ducts, as  the  number  of  sheep  kept  would  exceed  the 
present  stock.  If  such  lands  are  so  open,  that  folding  is 
really  necessary,  let  it  Ire  where  the  flock  is  fed  on  the 
layer,  and  this  would  open  the  farmers’  eyes  to  the  vast 
importance  of  changing  their  grasses.  The  common  mel* 
lilot  is  another  plant  luxuriantly  indigenous  on  the  same 
poor  soils ; yields  seed  plentifully,  is  much  affedled  by 
sheep,  and  would  work  great  improvements,  though  not 
equal  to  chicory : but  nobody  makes  the  trial  of  either, 
though  I have  incessantly,  for  twelve  years,  been  urging 
the  farming  world,  in  the  Annals  of  Agriculture,  to  open 
their  eyes  to  the  value  of  these  and  other  native  plants, 
far  exceeding  that  exhausting  one  of  ray-grass. 

Crossed  a large  field  of  turnips,  of  Mr.  Twist,  at 
Brctenham ; a miserably  poor  crop,  with  spontaneous 
plants  of  chicory,  seeded,  three  feet  high,  and,  had  it  been 
cut  at  the  proper  ages,  would  have  out-weighed  any  of 
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the  turnips  it  grew  amongst,  though,  I suppose,  hoed  off 
when  the  turnips  were  set  out. 

Mr.  Bevan  sowed  an  acre  of  poor  sand,  worth  not 
more  than  2s.  6d.  rent,  with  chicory,  in  1793,  and  the 
next  year  it  produced  7I.  10s.  in  seed. 

In  company  with  the  Member  for  the  County,  at  Swaf- 
ham,  on  the  19th  of  June,  we  could  get  nothing  but  salt 
butter.  I hope  the  farmers  there  have  found  out  that  chi- 
cory is  not  worthy  of  attention. 

Observation. — I have  taken  several  opportunities  of  re- 
commending this  grass  in  Norfolk.  On  large  trails  of 
poor  land  in  that  county,  I am  confident  it  would  increase 
the  produce  ten-fold,  and  it  well  merits  trial  on  every  soil 
in  it.  The  objedtion,  which  has  been  founded  on  its  not 
being  easily  extirpated,  is  of  no  importance,  for  tares 
should  be  sown  after  it  on  some  soils,  and  turnips  on  others, 
in  which  system  its  destrudlion  is  unquestioned. 


SECT.  VII. — WHEAT. 

This  is  in  general  the  crop  for  which  seeds  of  various 
sorts  are  the  preparation.  The  notes  may  be  thus  arranged : 


1.  Course; 

2.  Tillage ; 

3.  Sort  of  Wheat ; 

4.  Time  of  sowing; 

5.  Quantity  of  seed  ; 

6.  Steeping ; 

7.  Dibbling ; 

8.  Drilling; 

9.  Depth  ; 

10.  Sown  with  turnips ; 
It.  Feeding; 

12.  Hoeing; 


13.  Tathing,  or  feeding  tur- 

nips on  wheat ; 

14.  Mildew ; 

15.  Smut; 

16.  Roots  of  wheat ; 

17.  Reaping; 

18.  Stubbles; 

19.  Produce; 

20.  Profit,  compared  with 

that  of  oats ; 

2Z.  Price. 

Course. 
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Course. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Hoste,  on  the  strong  soils  of 
Goodwick,  which  require  hollow-draining,  ploughs  up  his 
second  years’  clover  lay  after  the  first  crop,  a clean  earth; 
harrows  well,  then  cross-ploughs  clean,  and  harrowing 
again,  gives  a third  earth,  and  fresh  harrowing  for  drilling 
the  seed  ; throwing  the  surface  into  stitches  or  lands , just 
of  the  proper  breadth  for  one  movement  of  the  drill  plough, 
the  horse  treading  only  in  the  furrows.  Two  clean  earths 
and  much  harrowing,  therefore,  are  incurred  for  the  sake 
of  drilling;  and  Mr.  Hoste  is  clear,  that  on  his  stiff  land 
it  cannot  be  drilled  well  on  a single  earth,  as  in  theHolk- 
ham  district. 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  shewed  me  a field  of 
very  fine  wheat,  perfedily  clean,  drilled  on  a six  years 
layer ; he  remarked,  that  it  was  laid  down  positively  free 
from  spear-grass,  and  when  that  is  the  case,  you  will  find 
it  clean  after  six  years,  as  well  as  after  two. 

Mr.  Francis,  of  Martham,  when  he  keeps  a layer 
two  years,  puts  in  wheat  equally  on  one  earth:  he  has  set 
it  in  the  same  manner  on  a three  years  layer,  the  ciop  very 
fine,  and  got  great  oats  after  it. 

Tillage. — One  of  the  most  lemarkable  circumstances  of 
the  Norfolk  husbandry,  and  the  most  difficult  to  account 
for,  is  the  system,  very  common,  of  ploughing  a lay  in- 
tended for  wheat,  three  or  four  times,  beginning  in  June 
or  July.  In  Suffolk,  and  in  other  well  cultivated  counties 
where  the  soil  is  good,  no  preparation  for  wheat  is  better 
than  clover  ploughed  once  at  sowing  time.  In  this  coun- 
try, on  our  goods  lands,  we  never  think  of  giving  mote 
tillage,  and  get  as  fine  crops  as  can  be  seen : now,  the  ne- 
cessity of  tearing  a loose  soil  in  pieces,  the  fault  of  which 
is  too  great  looseness,  while  no  such  necessity  exists  on 
much  stiffer  soils,  appears  to  be  quite  a paradox.  I made 
particular  inquiries  of  Mr.  Coke  on  this  point,  and  found 
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that  he  had  tried  it  experimentally  several  times,  on  clover 
and  ray-grass  lays  two  and  three  years  old,  and  that  the  su- 
periority was  regular  and  great  in  favour  of  the  tillage  I 
have  described.  Such  being  the  case,  all  we  can  do  is  to 
reason  upon  it,  and  reconcile  it  to  principles;  for  agricul- 
ture can  never  become  a science  while  irreconcileable  fails 
exist. 

. There  appear  to  be  three  ways  of  accounting  for  it : — 
first,  by  supposing  the  land,  from  laying  so  long,  abounds 
with  the  red  or  wyer  worm,  and  that  the  ploughing  and 
harrowing  given  to  prepare  the  land,  destroy  or  check 
them  so  much  as  to  lessen  greatly  their  depredations:  the 

■If 

second,  that  the  ray-grass,  if  ploughed  but  once  in  this 
loose  soil,  where  tillage  is  given  very  shallow,  is  not 
destroyed  by  one  ploughing,  but  rather  encouraged  to  ve- 
getate stronger,  as  if  horse-hoed  ; and  by  its  growth  checks 
the  progress  of  the  wheat:  lastly,  we  may  conjecture, 
that,  on  these  light  soils  which  have  been  surfeited  with 
clover,  the  plant  of  that  grass  is  thin  and  weak,  and  nearly 
worn  out  in  two  or  three  years : the  consequence  of 
which  is,  the  rav-grass  and  weeds  only  remaining,  which 
every  one  knows  afford  little  manure  in  their  roots  to  the 
wheat,  which  red  clover  does  very  amply.  In  this  case, 
more  good  may  result  from  destroying  them  by  tillage, 
than  can  arise  from  turning  them  under  at  one  ploughing. 
But,  in  richer  soils,  when  tinmixed  with  ray-grass,  it  is 
exceedingly  great,  and  proves  a most  ample  rqanuring. 
The  efFe&  we  are  considering,  may  be  partly  owing  to 
all  these  reasons.  With  such  consideration,  is  the  husban- 
dry good  ? I shall  not  hesitate  in  declaring  against  it : any 
circumstance  that  drives  a man  t©  give  such  summer  tillage, 
in  order  to  loosen  a soil,  the  principal  fault  of  which  is  too 
great  friability ; and  the  characteristic  of  its  improvement, 
giving  it  tenacity  by  clay,  and  the  treading  and  kneading 
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of  bullocks  and  sheep,  in  the  winter  feeding  of  turnips ; 
any  such  system  is  repugnant  to  that  just  theory  which  is 
the  child,  and  ought  to  be  the  parent,  of  pra&ice : it  re- 
sults from,  and  ought  to  regulate  it.  To  see  wheat  thriv- 
ing admirably  on  stiff  soils  with  one  ploughing,  and  to  be 
told  that  four  are  necessary  on  light  ones,  is  a contradic- 
tion to  common  sense.  And  yet  the  fadl  certainly  is  so, 
while  an  old  ray-grass  layer  is  alone  in  question.  How 
avoid  the  evil  ? By  dibbling  pease  upon  the  lay  on  one 
ploughing,  and  taking  the  wheat  after  the  pease.  I have 
little  doubt  of  this  avoiding  the  mischief.  Another  mode 
is,  to  follow  Mr.  Coke’s  husbandry  of  grasses,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  ray,  in  which  method,  I am  of  opinion  (bar- 
ring the  red  worm),  that  one  earth  would  give  better  wheat 
than  more.  And  his  own  course  of  crops,  already  in- 
serted, proves  that  this  method  will  do.  For,  however 
useful,  and  even  necessary  in  some  cases,  ray-grass  may 
be,  never  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  it  is  comparatively  an  ex- 
hausting plant,  and  not  the  best  preparation  for  corn. — 
Either  of  these  modes  is  consistent  with  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  soil,  the  great  feature  of  which,  is  the 
w'ant  of  tenacity ; but  the  practice  now  pursued,  coincides 
with  noother  idea  but  the  want  of  friability. — Note, in  1784. 

Nothing  is  more  injurious,  in  Mr.  Thurtell’s  opi- 
nion, than  to  give  any  previous  tillage,  commonly  called 
a bastard  fallow,  to  a layer  for  wheat : this  husbandry, 
once  so  common,  he  says,  is  quite  done  with. 

It  is,  however,  almost  universal  in  the  northern  part  of 
Happing  hundred,  to  North  Walsham,  and  also  about 
Aylesham. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  set  wheat  on  the  flag  for  many 
years,  but  found  it  better  to  rise  baulk  or  riffle,  and  the 
crops  cleaner.  He  sets  about  half  his  crop. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walshain,  breaks  up 
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the  ollontls  of  the  second  year,  by  riffling  before  harvest ; 
he  harrows  down,  and  ploughs  as  fleet  as  h6  can ; after 
that,  a full  pitch  for  dibbling  ; he  is  clear  that  this  is  the 
best  way  for  the  wheat,  but  as  certainly  a loss  in  the  barley 
crop;  for  the  previous  tillage  has  brought  the  flag  into 
such  a state,  that  the  wheat  exhausts  far  more  of  the  be- 
nefit than  when  set  on  a whole  furrow. 

In  general,  they  riffle  the  second  year’s  lay  before  harvest 
at  Westwick,  &c.  for  dibbling  ; but  some  on  one  furrow; 
and  many  this  year;  the  dry  weather  having  prevented 
some  breaking  the  lays. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  has  made  the  comparison  of 
riffling  a layer  for  dibbling  wheat,  and  leaving  a part  un- 
broken for  dibbling  on  whole  furrow,  and  found  the  for- 
mer best  by  a coomb  or  six  bushels  an  acre ; and  the  bar- 
ley following,  is  as  good,  if  the  flag  was  not  too  muck 
broken  for  the  wheat ; this,  however,  partly  admits  the 
evil. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltishal,  gets  the  best  wheat  by 
dibbling  his  layers  on  one  earth ; if  it  could  be  drilled, 
would  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  but  it  will  not  drill  well ; 
he  has  trench-ploughed  for  it  with  two  ploughs,  but  the 
soil  was  thin,  and  it  did  not  do  well.  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  among  his  tools  I espied  a skim -coulter 
plough  of  Ducket’s,  laid  by  and  never  used : it  is  on  the 
large  constrtnSHon,  for  four  horses ; but  the  hint  of  the 
skim  surely  invaluable.  More  wheat  is  put  in  on  whole 
furrow,  than  on  broken  layers ; all  of  which  are  of  two 
years. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  r'jflcs  his  ollonds  before 
harvest,  then,  however,  crosses  and  harrows,  and  works 
well,  as  it  should  be  loose  for  dabbing. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Reephain,  sometimes  riffles  lay- 
ers for  wheat,  but  only  on  the  stronger  lands : on  light 
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lands,  dibbles  in  on  whole  furrow : sometimes  he  dibbfo 
on  riffled  land ; but  intends,  in  future,  to  put  all  such  in 
by  the  drill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  puts  in  his  wheat  gene- 
rally by  dibbling  on  a whole  furrow  ; tempering  was  the 
practice,  but  it  is  left  off  by  the  best  farmers. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  drills  all  his  wheat  on  tire 
flag,  and  prefers  it  to  tempering ; and  this  not  only  here 
on  a soil  comparatively  light,  but  also  at  Hindringham, 
where  it  is  more  stiff.  He  ploughs  his  ollonds  dircdly 
after  harvest,  to  give  time  for  the  weather  to  pulverize 
the  surface  ; but  if  there  be  not  time  for  this,  effeds  it  by 
harrowing  and  rolling,  &c.  Diredly  after  the  plough, 
he  goes  with  a heavy  two  or  three  horse  roller  to  press  the 
flag  firm  ; and  weights  Cook’s  machine,  which  so  does 
well  in  every  case  he  wants  it  for:  Mr.  England  is 
clearly  against  the  pradice  of  tempering  light  land,  which 
often  brings  poppies,  that  would  not  otherwise  appear. 
Tempering  is  now  done  only  by  old  fashioned  fanners, 
and  for  the  sake  of  four-furrowed  work. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  whose  farm  is  in  such  or- 
der, that  much  attention  should  be  paid  to  his  pradice  and 
opinions,  always  drills  on  whole  furrow,  if  the  land  be 
clean : he  had  this  year  a remarkable  experiment  on  this 
point;  trying  part  of  a field  on  one  earth,  and  part  of  it 
tempered,  and  the  former  was  the  better  crop,  by  at  least 
two  coombs  an  acre : and  whenever  he  has  made  the  com- 
parison, he  has  always  found  the  result  the  same.  There 
is  no  difficulty,  he  observes,  in  drilling  on  whole  furrow; 
immediately  after  ploughing,  he  rolls  down  the  flag  with 
a heavy  roller;  then  leaves  it  two  or  three  weeks,  the 
longer  the  better,  as  a stale  furrow  much  exceeds  a fresh 
one;  then  harrows  twice  lengthways  and  twice  across, 
after  which  it  is  in  due  older  for  the  machine. 
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Mr.  M.  Hill's  system  just  the  same  as  Mr.  Reeve’s  ; 
he  admits  all  the  preceding  practice. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  drills  all  on  the 
flag,  or  one  furrow,  before  Michaelmas,  but  never  after ; 
then  on  tempered  land.  He  finds  no  difficulty  in  drilling 
on  whole  furrow ; he  rolls  after  the  plough,  and  harrows, 
then  drills,  and  covers  with  the  harrow. 

Mr.  Dursgate,  of  Summerfield,  whose  great  success 
in  husbandry  gives  much  weight  to  the  opinions  he  draws 
from  his  experience,  is  not  partial  to  putting  in  wheat  upon 
ollond,  except  it  be  done  very  early  ; before  Michaelmas 
it  does  well,  but  should  never  be  ventured  after;  all  then 
sown  or  drilled,  should  be  on  tempered  land. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Snettisham,  who  puts  in  his  wheat 
on  pea  stubbles,  ploughs  the  layer  in  February  ; rolls  the 
end  of  that  month,  or  the  beginning  of  March  ; and  har- 
rowing to  a tilth,  drills  the  pease  ; hand-hoes  them  ; 
ploughs  the  stubble  once,  between  three  and  four  inches 
deep,  scarifies,  harrows,  and  drills  wheat. 

Mr.  Goddison,  at  Houghton,  tempers  about  half  his 
layers,  and  keeps  the  rest  for  sheep  food. 

At  Hillingdon  the  layers  arc  sown  for  two  years,  but  if 
they  fail,  they  are  broken  up  for  wheat  at  one  year ; some- 
times for  pease. 

Mr.  Dennis,  at  Wigcnhall,  in  the  clays  of  Marshland, 
sows  his  wheat  on  ten-furrow  ridges,  thinking  six-furrow 
work  a loss  of  land. 

Sort. — There  is  a notion  about  Riddlesworth,  that  red 
•wheat  will  not  do  on  black  sand  ; white  succeeding  much 
better ; on  this  account  I found  the  distinction  made  on 
Mr.  Bevan’s  farm. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  sows  red  wheat  only; 
white  sorts  do  not  succeed  so  well  on  the  heavier  soils. 
It  goes  by  the  name  of  the  old  red. 
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Mr.  M.  Hill  prefers  the  red  chaff,  red  wheat,  to  the 
•white;  less  likely  to  grow  in  harvest;  but  white  better 
sample  and  price. 

Time  of  sowing. — Mr.  Robinson,  of  Watton,  an  in- 
telligent attentive  fanner,  of  30  years  experience,  is  clear 
that  on  their  soils,  which  are  not  light,  the  sooner  the 
wheat  is  sown,  the  better  the  crop. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ne&on,  is  a great  friend  to  early  sow- 
ing : he  has  put  wheat  in  even  in  harvest  time ; old  seed, 
kept  in  the  straw  and  threshed  just  before  sowing;  and  his 
success  has  proved  the  efficacy  of  early  sowing.  He  has 
had  it  green  in  August,  and  not  the  worse ; but  in  ge- 
neral, he  reckons  September  the  prime  season : he  sows 
old  wheat  to  chuse,  aud  does  not  steep,  nor  has  he  been 
troubled  with  the  smut. 

At  East  Biluey,  and  the  adjoining  parishes,  they  think 
they  never  sow  wheat  on  heavy  land  too  soon  : but  on  light 
Soils,  and  all  given  to  red  weed,  a month  after  Michaelmas ; 
nor  is  such  land  able  to  carry  through  forward  crops. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  begins  dibbling  imme- 
diately after  harvest,  using  old  wheat. 

Mr.  Whiting,  of  Fring,  is  a great  friend  to  early 
sowing  of  wheat.  In-  1799,  he  drilled  on  the  27th  of 
August,  and  this  harvest  got  the  crop  up  before  any  rain 
fell;  while  nine-tenths  of  the  wheat  through  the  whole 
neighbourhood,  is  growing  in  the  shocks,  or  in  the  ear,  as 
it  stands.  He  would  wish  always  to  have  his  seed  in  the 
ground  within  the  month  of  September.  The  crop  above- 
mentioned  was  one  of  the  very  best  he  has  ever  had. 

Mr.  Overman  wishes  to  have  all  his  wheat  in  on  lays 
by  Old  Michaelmas. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  prefers  from  the  isttothe  20th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  never  wishes  to  be  later  on  the  flag  ; but  on  the 
tempered  laud,  no  objc&ion  to  a fortnight  later. 
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In  17B2,  Mr.  Coke  made  an  experiment,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  time  of  sowing  wheat  in  Norfolk  (November 
and  to  Christmas)  was  not  too  late,  by  sowing  a large  field 
the  last  week  in  September,  which  was  a month  earlier 
than  any  near  it.  The  wheat  flourished  away  very  finely 
through  the  winter ; but  the  farmers  prcdi&ed  that  it 
would  not  prove  well  in  the  spring.  The  fail  turned  out 
so,  for  when  much  poorer  winter-looking  crops  began  to 
rally,  and  spread  upon  the  land  in  April,  this  went  of£ 
and  gave  at  harvest  a very  light  produce. 

In  general,  the  farmers  in  East  Norfolk  begin  the  mid- 
dle of  Odlober,  and  continue  till  December  ; sometimes  to 
Christmas:  but  for  dibbling,  at  Michaelmas. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  begins  wheat-dibbling  a 
week  before  Michaelmas,  and  continues  till  three  weeks 
after:  early  sown  generally  the  best,  and  it  saves  half  a 
bushel  of  seed. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  reckons  the 
best  time  to  begin  is  at  Michaelmas ; and  to  finish  in  two 
or  three  weeks  ; some  are  earlier,  but  they  are  apt  to  suffer. 

Mr.  England,  of  BLnham,  as  early  as  lie  can  in  Oc- 
tober. 

Mr.  DuRSGATE,of  Summerfield,  puts  in  no  wheat  on 
ollond  after  Michaelmas : all  from  that  time  on  tempered 
land  : seasons  may  prevent  it,  but  he  would  wish  to  have 
all  his  ollond  wheat  in  by  that  time.  But  on  turnip  land, 
it  may  be  put  in  to  Christmas. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Tottenhill,  drilled  wheat  in  Februa- 
ry, and  the  crop  good. 

Quantity  of  seed. — About  Watton,  dibbled  six  or  seven 
pecks.  Mr.  Robinson,  if  he  sows  before  Michaelmas, 
two  bushels ; afterwards,  two  and  a half. 

Mr.  Salter,  at  Winborough,  near  Dereham,  four 
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bushels  broad-cast,  dibbles  ten  pecks  to  three  bushels.  At 
Wissen,  ten  pecks  dibbled,  three  bushels  broad-cast. 

At  East  Bilney,  and  the  adjoining  parishes,  two  and  a 
half  to  three. 

Mr.  Havers,  &c.  at  Thelton,  dibbles  six  or  seven 
pecks,  early  ; but  eight  later. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  seven. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  seven  to  eight,  dib- 
bled. 

At  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  six  or  seven  pecks,  dibbled. 

Mr.  Ferries,  at  Hemsby,  six  pecks. 

Mr.  Brown,  at  Thrigby,  begins  with  six  pecks,  and 
finishes  with  eight,  dibbled. 

Mr.  Syble  dibbled  two  bushels  early,  but  more  late. 

Mr.  Francis,  at  Martham,  dibbles  two  bushels : the 
quantity  sown  is  ten  to  twelve  pecks. 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Catfield,  &c.  dibbles  from  six  pecks 
to  two  bushels,  according  to  time,  early  or  late. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  two  rows 
on  a flag,  and  three  or  four  kernels  in  a hole,  which  is 
about  two  bushels  an  acre.  He  was  once  very  attentive 
to  the  droppers — they  put  in  six  pecks,  and  he  never  had 
a better  crop  : but  it  is  good  to  allow  for  carelessness.  He 
sows  very  near  three  bushels. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  two  to  two  bushels  and  a quar- 
ter, whether  dibbled  or  under  furrow. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  drills,  at  six  inches, 
seven  to  eight  pecks. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  on  summer-land,  one 
bushel  and  a half ; in  dibbling,  five  pecks. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  dibbles  three  bushels. — 
Many  here  have  lost  by  too  thin  a plant,  half  the  wheats 
being  under-seeded. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  seven  pecks,  early ; eight 
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late.  In  a favourable  year,  has  had  a great  crop  from 
six. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  on  whole  furrow,  two 
bushels  ; on  tempered,  seven  pecks. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  at  first  eleven  pecks ; later,  a peck 
more. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  drills  seven  to 
eight  pecks  an  acre ; the  common  quantity,  broad-cast,  tea 
to  twelve. 

Mr.  Dursgate  begins  with  six  or  seven  pecks,  and 
never  more  than  eight. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Snettisham,  six  pecks,  drilled. 

Mr.  Goddison  dibbles  and  sows  two  bushels  to  ten 
pecks. 

Captain  Beacher,  at  Hillingdon,  nine  or  ten  pecks, 
drilled  at  nine  inches. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  drills  from  six  to  eight 
pecks. 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  Wigenhall,  in  the  clays  of  Marsh- 
land, five  to  six  pecks,  broad-cast. 

At  Watlington,  two  bushels. 

About  Wymondham,  dibble  in  six  to  eight  pecks; 
broad-cast,  three  bushels. 

Mr.  Overman,  seven  pecks,  drilled. 

Steeping. — Mr.  Robinson,  of  Watton,  for  many  years 
has  had  no  other  smut  on  his  farm  than  what  has  been 
caused  by  accidentally  sowing  a head-land,  or  finishing  a 
corner  of  a field  with  dry  seed  ; but  if  steeped,  the  pre- 
vention infallible.  His  method  is,  to  steep  it  in  a brine 
made  with  common  salt,  of  strength  to  bear  an  egg,  for 
twelve  hours,  and  then  to  dry  with  lime. 

Mr.  Dover,  of  Hockham,  had  great  plenty  of  phea- 
sants, but  lost  them  all,  without  knowing  to  what  cause 
to  attribute  their  disappearance : he  found  out,  however, 
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that  it  was  entirely  occasioned  by  his  using  arsenic  iir 
steeping  his  wheat-seed.  Mr.  Algur  confirmed  it,  by 
observing,  that  he  once  found  a covey  of  partridges  dead 
or  dying,  from  the  same  cause. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  dresses  with  salt  and  lime, 
without  steeping,  and  never  has  the  smut : it  is  only  to  be 
concluded  that  he  has  always  sown  clean  seed. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  slakes  the  lime  with  salt,  dissolved  in  a 
small  quantity  of  water ; dips  the  wheat  in  a skep,  in  plain 
water  onlv,  lays  it  on  the  floor,  and  incorporates  it  with 
the  salt  and  lime : dries  with  lime.  Inquiring  of  him 
whether  he  had  ever  tried  this  method  with  very  black 
wheat,  as  I conceived  in  such  a case  it  would  fail,  he  said 
that  he  had  not. 

Mr.  Overman  stirs  his  seed  well  in  pump  water,  then 
lays  it  in  a heap  to  drain,  and  adds  half  a pound  of  salt  to 
every  bushel,  stirs  it  well  together,  and  dries  with  lime : 
this  he  finds  sufficient  against  the  smut.  Whence  I con- 
clude that  his  seed  is  always  free  from  that  distemper,  or 
assuredly  he  would  find  the  process  to  fail,  for  he  does  not 
leave  it  any  time  limed. 

“ The  salt  is  dissolved  in  a very  small  quantity  of  water ; 
■with  this  salt  the  lime  is  slaked,  and  with  this  saline  pre- 
paration, in  its  hottest  state,  the  wheat  is  candied,  having 
previously  been  moistened  for  the  purpose  with  pure 
water.”  This  was  the  practice  in  East  Norfolk,  reported 
by  Mr.  Marshall.  It  is  not  very  general  at  present, 
but  pursued  by  many. 

Dibbling.  — Mr.  Denton,  of  Brandon,  sets  all  his 
wheat,  and  nearly  all  his  oats,  and  his  neighbours  very 
generally  do  the  same — one  row  on  an  eight-inch  flag.  I 
observed,  however,  that  many  of  their  rows  were  nine 
inches,  from  the  men,  I suppose,  carrying  a wider  furrow 
than  directed.  He  prefers  this  practice  to  drilling,  which 
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has  been  tried,  and  is  yet  done  by  some.  In  his  farm  in 
Burnt-fen,  be  sets  every  thing.  The  drill  roller  has  been 
tried  there,  but  it  would  not  do : the  horses  drawing  by 
too  great  a purchase,  tread  in  too  much,  and  the  roller 
drives  the  furrows. 

At  Oxborough,  and  its  vicinity,  great  trails  are  dibbled 
with  wheat,  oats,  pease,  &c.  and  found  to  answer  much 
better  than  drilling,  which  has  been  tried.  They  put  in 
but  one  row  on  a flag  of  wheat,  six  pecks  an  acre,  and 
hoe  well : the  result  very  beneficial. 

Mr.  SaffoRY,  of  Downham,  dibbling  a field  adjoin- 
ing to  one  of  Mr.  Creasy’s,  which  was  drilling  at  nine 
inches,  borrowed  the  drill  for  two  lands,  for  comparison. 
Those  lands  and  Mr.  Creasy’s  field  were  mildewed,  but 
the  dibbled  crop  escaped. 

AJbout  Old  Buckenham,  much  wheat  set,  and  generally 
one  row  on  a flag,  which  they  plough  as  narrow  as  they 
can,  and  put  in  six  • pecks  of  seed : this  practice  they  find 
better  than  two  rows.  There  is  drilling,  but  Mr.  An- 
ctJR,  &c.  prefer  setting  greatly.  Many  oats  also  dib- 
bled. 

“ Dibbling  pease,  pradtised  time  immemorial  near  At- 
tleborough ; but  that  of  wheat,  introduced  by  a labourer, 
James  Stone,  of  Deepham,  about  the  year  1760,  did 
not  become  very  common  till  about  the  year  1770.”-— 
Marshall. 

Twelve  years  ago,  and  how  much  sooner  I am  not 
well  acquainted,  they  had,  both  in  East  and  West  Nor- 
folk, discovered  that  this  practice  was  not  to  be  pursued 
under  the  notion  (very  common  soon  after  its  introduc- 
tion), of  saving  seed : the  usual  quantity  was  risen  to  two 
bushels  and  a quarter  and  two  bushels  and  a half  per  acre, 
and  this  both  between  Norwich  and  Yarmouth,  and  also 
around  Houghton.  Mr.  Layton  runaiked,  that  sitting 
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has  failed  in  many  instances,  in  proportion  to  the  saving 
of  seed. 

Mr.  Robinson  dibbles  all  his  wheaton  layers,  and  is 
clear  that  he  gains  a coomb  an  acre  more  than  he  did 
broad-cast,  with  his  land  at  the  same  time  cleaner. 

SirTnoMAS  BeevoR,  with  almost  all  the  vicinity,  dib- 
bles every  thing : drilling  is  known,  and  some  few  prac- 
tise it ; but  the  other  method  answers  much  better. 

Mr.  Fellowes,  of  Shottcsham,  dibbles  all,  but  neither 
wheat  nor  oats  late ; only  while  the  season  suits : for 
wheat  late  in  the  season,  when  the  land  is  wet  and  cold, 
he  thinks  the  water  lodges  in  the  holes  and  perishes  the 
grain.  There  are  drills ; but  not  one  acre  so  put  in  in 
twenty. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  dibbles  all  his  wheat  on 
layers,  or  on  whatever  land  is  proper  for  the  pra&ice,  and 
what  deserves  particular  attention,  all  is  done  by  women, 
with  only  one  confidential  man  for  superintending  them : 
he  gives  10s.  6d.  an  acre  for  two  rows  on  a flag.  He 
thinks  that  women  dibble  better  than  men,  from  being 
more  obedient  and  manageable.  This  pra&ice  deserves 
universal  imitation  : his  women  also  reap  wheat. 

At  East  Bilney,  Brisley,  Gressenhall,  Stanfield,  Betelcy 
and  Mileham,  much  wheat  is  dibbled  ; also  some  oats  and 
barley. 

Most  of  the  wheat  about  Hingham  is  dibbled,  as  well 
as  both  pease  and  oats.  They  pay  9s.  and  even  10s.  an 
acre  for  it.  Generally  two  rows  on  a flag,  but  on  land 
much  subjedl  to  poppy  only  one,  for  the  benefit  of  hand- 
hoeing. 

Mr.  Burton  thinks,  that  on  reduced  land  the  best  of  all 
is  to  dibble  one  row  and  put  in  the  same  quantity  of  seed : 
it  beats  the  drill:  he  drill  rolls  at  five  inches;  no  ted 
weed ; only  nine-inch  furrows,  and  good  room  for  a hoe. 

Not 
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Not  so  much  dibbling  as  before.  A new  drill  is  in  use; 
four  inches  for  barley  ; it  has  cups  and  pipes,  but  not 
Cook’s;  price  30  guineas. 

At  Thelton  and  the  vicinity,  some  farmers  so  much  ap- 
prove this  method  of  putting  in  wheat,  as  to  practice  it 
even  on  summer  fallows ; they  pass  a heavy  roller  over  the 
land,  which  prevents  the  moulds  filling  the  holes  of  the 
dibbles. 

In  Loddon  hundred  there  is  much  wheat  dibbled,  one 
row  on  a flag. 

Mr.  Thurtell  dibbles,  as  general  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, two  rows  on  a flag;  if  hand-hoeing  be  neces- 
sary, one  row  ; but  in  that  case  some  few  drill  at  nine 
inches.  Air.  Thurtell  would  prefer  dibbling  one  row. 
He  has  tried  putting  the  seed  in  by  spike  rolling ; but  he 
thought  it  made  the  wheat  root  fallen,  which  he  attributed 
to  the  seed  being  too  shallow.  Nothing  in  his  experience 
so  good  as  dibbling;  but  drilling  does  well. 

At  Caistor,  &c.  in  Fleg,  three-fourths  of  the  wheats 
are  dibbled  two  rows  on  a flag.  One  bushel  of  seed  would 
do,  in  Mr.  Everit’s  opinion,  but  as  it  depends  on  tlie 
droppers,  they  put  in  from  six  to  seven  pecks.  He  made 
a comparative  experiment  in  dibbling:  the  common  way 
is,  so  to  spread  the  two  rows  on  a flag,  that  they  are  apt  to 
be  too  near  the  seams.  He  made  the  dibblers  keep  their 
hands  as  close  together  as  they  could  work  them,  setting 
the  two  rows  very  near  each  other  in  the  centre  of  the 
flag.  The  result  proved  the  excellence  of  the  practice, 
for  the  crop  was  beautiful. 

Mr.  Ferrier,  of  Herasby,  two  rows  on  a flag,  and 
as  close  as  he  can  get  it  done. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Thrigby,  thinks  that  there  are  five 
times  as  many  acres  of  wheat  and  pease  dibbled  in  Fleg  as 
are  sown  broad-cast.  He  remarked,  that  their  lands, 
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though  they  contain  so  much  sand,  will  not  do  well  if 
wheat  is  put  in  in  the  wet ; pretty  dry  weather  does  much 
better. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  this  year  (1802)  dib- 
bled 60  acres;  Mr.  Heath,  of  Hemlington,  the  whole 
of  his  crop  on  a farm  of  500  acres.  Mr.  Francis,  at 
Martham,  all  for  some  years  past. 

There  is  a great  deal  dibbled  all  through  Tunsted  and 
Happing  hundreds ; and  also  through  all  North  and  South 
Erpingham : it  rather  declines  about  North  Walsham,  for 
want  of  good  droppers. 

Mr.  Petre  dibbles  about  one-fifth  of  his  crop,  amount- 
ing to  100  acres;  some  drilled,  and  the  rest  sown;  the 
best  cars  from  the  dibbled,  but  the  drilled  good. 

About  Norwich  they  have  dibbled  one  row  on  a flag ; 
but  not  putting  in  the  same  quantity  of  seed.  They  gene- 
rally prefer  two  rows,  and  nine  pecks  an  acre:  Mr. 
Crow  never  saw  a good  crop  of  wheat  in  his  life  that 
was  thin:  this  remark  has  thorough  good  sense  in  it,  and 
he  further  notices,  that  if  there  is  any  mildew  stirring,  it 
is  sure  to  attack  such  a crop  severely. 

Drilling  has  been  tried  about  Blowfield,  Acle,  &c.  but 
dibbling  preferred  by  many  as  superior.  They  put  in  two 
rows  on  a flag,  and  find  it  the  best  pra&ice  of  all. 

Mr.  Dybee,  of  Scotter,  dibbles  much  of  his  wheat, 
and  has  compared  it  with  broad-cast  in  the  same  field, 
which  it  exceeded  sufficiently  to  give  him  full  satisfaction. 

Dibbling  common  about  Aylesham,  but  does  not  in- 
crease. 

It  increases  about  Reepham. 

The  cleanest  crops  at  Haydon  are  those  which  are  dib- 
bled on  a whole  furrow.  Ten  shillings  to  ten  shillings 
and  sixpence  an  acre. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  thinks  dibbling  so  excel- 
lent a practice,  that  equal  crops  are  not  to  be  gained  in 
any  other  way  ; but  three  grains  should  always  be  put  in 
every  hole ; for  on  various  examinations  he  has  found,  that 
a single  kernel  in  a hole  has  almost  always  produced  a 
faint  ear,  scarcely  ever  a good  one. 

Mr.  Rishton  dibbled  his  wheat  when  put  in  on  a 
whole  furrow,  but  would  not  have  done  it,  only  his  men 
not  skilful  enough  with  the  drill  for  that  work. 

Much  dibbled  and  well  done  at  Holm. 

. Mr.  Goddison,  at  Houghton,  dibbles  from  20  to  30 
acres  every  year.  But  of  all  ways  which  he  has  tried  of 
putting  in  wheat  upon  tempered  land,  he  is  inclined  to 
prefer  that  of  spreading  the  muck,  then  sowing  broad-cast, 
and  ploughing  both  in  together  into  six-furrow  ridges. 
He  drills  none. 

Very  little  dibbling  at  Castle  Riseing  : Mr.  Beck  was 
in  the  pradlice,  but  left  it  off  for  drilling. 

Dibbling  well  known  all  over  Marshland. 

Mr.  Porter,  at  Watlington,  dibbles  much,  and  thus 
gets  his  best  crops,  rather  better  than  by  the  drill : but  as 
he  does  not  drill  ridge  work,  his  best  land  may  be  dibbled. 

Dibbling  very  general  about  Wymondham,  at  9s.  to 
10s.  6d.  an  acre. 

Mr.  Priest,  ofBesthorpe,  dibbles  his  layers,  if  they 
do  not  plough  well  for  the  drill.  He  this  year  compared 
one  row  on  a flag  with  two,  and  the  former  had  the  best 
ears,  and  was  the  stouter  crop.  He  scarified  the  single 
rows,  but  being  clean  did  not  hand-hoe. 

The  greatest  part  of  Mr.  Twist’s  farm  at  Bretenham 
is  rye  land ; but  he  has  some  wheat  land  ; he  had  40  acres 
dibbled  in  autumn  1801 ; and  he  dibbles  much  rye.  He 
has  50  acres  of  drilled  wheat  this  year,  and  the  best  crop 
he  had. 

Leaving 
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Leaving  Holt  in  the  way  to  Holkham,  came  to  fcrar- 
furrowed  work  wheat  stubbles. 

Drilling. — More  than  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Fellow es, 
at  Shottesham,  drilled  wheat  at  eighteen  inches,  the  rows 
equi-distant,  which  produced  equally  with  the  common 
crops  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Dalton,  of  Swafham,  has  drilled  largely  at  Bil- 
ney  ; but  his  success  for  the  two  last  years  has  been  so  bad 
that  he  leaves  it  off,  convinced  that  the  broad-cast  answers 
better.  If  he  dTills  early,  the  poppy  gets  greatly  a-head  ; 
if  late,  the  frosts  turn  the  drilled  wheat  out  of  the  ground ; 
by  ploughing  the  seed  in  he  avoids  the  latter  evil. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  dibbles  his  wheat,  as  he 
cannot  drill  it  on  one  furrow. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  drills  at  six  inches. 

Many  drill  about  Reepham ; the  practice  answers  best 
on  light  land  ; and  Mr.  Bircham  is  of  opinion  that  the 
layers  should  be  broke  previously  for  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  drilled  forty  acres  of 
wheat,  two  years  ago,  on  a whole  fallow  : the  crop  very 
good.  • 5 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  drills  all  at  nine  inches. 

Mr.  Reeve,  at  Wighton,  at  nine  inches:  he  thinks 
dibbling  a great  improvement  on  the  broad-cast  husbandry, 
but  that  drilling  exceeds  it ; and  he  never  saw  greater 
burthens  of  wheat  than  what  has  been  produced  by  drills 
at  nine  inches.  He  had  this  year  four  good  waggon  loads 
an  acre,  from  land  so  managed.  I viewed  his  stubbles, 
and  found  them  beautiful  spectacles  of  masterly  manage- 
ment ; I rode  cross  and  cross  a field  of  nine  acres,  and  do 
not  think  nine  weeds  were  to  be  found  in  them : and  all 
bis  wheat  stubbles,  on  examining  the  intervals,  I found 
in  a perfectly  friable  and  pulverized  state. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  M.  Hill  drills  all  his  wheat  with  Cook’s  ma- 
chine, at  nine  inches ; scarifies  twice  in  March  or  April ; 
no  hand-hoeing,  but  all  weeded.  Quantity  of  seed  three 
bushels,  but  the  first  put  in  before  Michaelmas  less. 

Mr.  Coke,  at  Holkham,  drills  all  his  wheat  at  nine 
inches:  hand -hoes  twice,  and  uses  CocIk’s  fixed  harrow 
once. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham  Westgate,  drills 
all  his  wheat.  Hearing  much  against  the  practice,  he 
made  an  experiment  for  his  own  conviftion,  by  sow- 
ing five  acres  broad-cast  on  four  or  six-furrow  ridges, 
in  an  80  acred  field,  drilled  with  Cook’s  machine, 
and  at  harvest  he  reaped  one  acre  of  the  broad-cast,  and 
threshed  the  produce  immediately,  which  was  seven  coombs 
three  bushels ; it  was  a good  wheat  year,  and  on  his  best 
land : he  then  took  half  a land  adjoining  of  the  drilled, 
which  measured  three  roods  and  34  perches,  and  threshing 
it  also  immediately,  the  produce  per  acre  was  eight  coombs 
three  bushels,  three  pecks  and  a half,  or  per  acre  five 
bushels  more  than  the  broad-cast ; besides  which,  the  sav- 
ing of  seed  was  about  three  pecks.  This  convinced  him 
that  the  drill  method  was  the  best,  contrary  to  a prevailing 
Opinion  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Dursgate  drills  all ; some  at  nine  inches,  and 
some  at  six  3-fourths  j hoeing  twice  at  4s.  and  weeding. 
I viewed  his  stubbles,  and  found  them  very  clean. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornham,  drilled  all  at  nine  inches, 
and  was  well  convinced  of  the  superiority  to  broad-cast. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  drills  all  at  nine  or 
twelve  inches  5 hand-hoeing  once  or  twice,  as  wanted. 

Mr.  Goddison,  at  Houghton,  puts  in  some  wheat 
with  a drill  harrow,  which  marking  channels,  the  seed  is 
toxyp  broad-cast.  I did  not  see  the  tool. 
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Mr.  Beachf.r,  of  Hillingdon,  drills  at  nine  inches, 
and  hand-hoes. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  drills  at  nine  inches,  and 
hand-hoes  twice,  at  is.  9d.  or  2$.  each  time. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  drills  his  wheat  on  layers, 
if  on  the  flat,  but  not  on  ridges:  he  has  100  acres  of 
wheat,  and  half  of  it  drilled  : dibbles  much,  a practice  he 
has  a very  high  opinion  of,  but  thinks  he  gets  nearly  as 
much  by  the  drill. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  dills  on  strongish  land  at 
nine  inches,  and  intends  trying  at  twelve  this  year ; but 
if  the  furrows  on  layers  do  not  whelm  well,  but  stand  on 
edge,  he  then  dibbles,  as  the  drill  does  not  work  well. 
He  scarifies  in  March,  and  if  necessary  hand-hoes,  if  not, 
hone-hoes  twice,  if  he  has  the  opportunity.  Success  much 
depends  on  the  ridges  being  well  formed  for  a bout  of  the 
machine,  and  they  ought  to  be  rolled  and  harrowed,  and 
left  some  time  for  the  air  to  pulverize,  before  drilling. 


“ Scaming-School  Farm,  Aug.  10,  1802. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

“ In  compliance  with  vour  desire  and  my  promise,  I 
will  endeavour  to  describe,  as  accurately  as  I can,  the 
method  I used  in  drilling  the  field  of  wheat  which  you 
saw,  when  you  did  me  the  honour  of  calling  upon  me  at 
Seaming. 

“ The  field  consists  of  about  twelve  acres,  and  is  a 
mixed  soil : last  year  it  grew  clover  and  ray-grass  after 
barley,  and  as  soon  as  the  first  crop  of  clover  was  reaped, 
and  the  second  crop  fed  off  with  sheep  and  cows,  I broke 
it  up  in  order  to  temper  it  for  wheat.  It  was  ploughed 
twice  and  scuffled  twice,  which,  with  many  harrowjpgs, 
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brought  it,  by  the  beginning  of  O&ober,  into  a high  state 
of  pulverization : in  this  state  I began  mv  operation  by- 
rolling  such  a quantity  as  might  be  sufficient  for  two  days 
work.  The  surface  then  being  as  flat  as  possible,  I set 
out  the  work  thus:  in  the  middle  of  the  field  (which  was 
fixed  upon  because  no  side  of  it  was  straight)  I set  up  two 
sticks,  in  order  to  draw  a line  as  straight  as  possible  to 
diredl  the  drill.  My  drill  is  a small  barrow  with  two 
hoppers  or  boxes,  one  on  each  side  the  wheel,  and  is 
pushed  forwards  by  a man.  In  the  line  thus  formed  by 
the  sticks  the  barrow  was  direiled,  depositing  the  seed 
from  the  hopper  on  the  right  side  of  the  wheel  upon  the 
flat  work.  Immediately  after  the  barrow,  at  the  distance 
of  about  ten  yards,  followed  a plough  to  cover  up  this  line 
of  seed,  by  turning  the  mould  of  a fleet  furrow  upon  it: 
when  the  barrow,  followed  by  tire  plough,  had  reached 
the  end,  the  man  with  the  barrow  turned  towards  the  left 
hand,  and  at  the  distance  of  one  yard  from  the  line  of  seed 
already  deposited,  dropped  from  the  barrow  another  line  of 
seed  parallel  to  the  former : now  a second  plough  followed 
him  as  before,  whilst  the  first  plough,  which  had  covered 
the  first  line  of  seed,  was  backing  its  own  furrow.  The 
barrow-man,  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  second  line  of  seed, 
turned  to  the  left  as  he  had  done  before,  and  dropped  a 
third  line  of  seed  one  yard  from  the  first  and  parallel  to  it* 
and  was  followed  by  the  first  plough,  whilst  the  second  was 
backing  its  own  furrow.  In  this  manner  1 worked,  my 
barrow  depositing  lines  of  seed,  at  one  yard  distance  from 
each  other,  and  my  two  ploughs  alternately  covering  the 
lines  of  seed,  and  backing  eaeh  its  own  furrow,  tnl  1 aad 
completed  my  morning’s  work,  at  the  end  of  which  you 
■will  observe,  that  except  the  work  ofthebairow,  I had 
merely  set  out  the  tops  of  the  four-furrow  work  of  about 
#wo  acres  of  land,  and  there  remained  the  baks  to  be 
u 2 split ; 
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split.  This  was  the  operation  of  the  afternoon : for  whilst 
my  double  barrow  was  diredted  upon  a balk,  depositing 
seed  in  the  furrows  from  the  two  boxes  on  each  side  of 
the  wheel,  a double  breasted  plough,  drawn  by  two  horses, 
split  the  balk,  covered  the  wheat  so  deposited,  and  com- 
pletely made  up  the  four-furrow  work  which  had  been 
set  out  in  the  morning.  The  next  day  I repeated  the  work 
precisely  the  same  as  the  day  before,  by  setting  out  fresh 
work  from  a line  formed  by  two  sticks,  as  at  first  set  up 
across  the  field,  in  a diredf  ion  parallel  to  the  first  line 
drawn,  and  at  such  a number  of  yards  from  the  last  line 
of  seed  dropped,  as  J thought  would  afford  work  for  the 
day.  Thus  was  the  whole  of  the  twelve  acres  laid  into 
four-furrow  work,  with  three  rows  of  wheat  upon  every 
stitch,  at  the  distance  of  nine  inches  between  the  rows, 
and  eighteen  inches  for  the  furrows,  with  no  more  than 
five  pecks  of  seed-corn  per  acre,  and  performed  by  three 
men,  two  ploughs,  and  four  horses,  in  a morning,  and 
two  men,  one  plough,  and  two  horses  in  an  afternoon ; 
and  the  whole  two  acres  were  finished  in  a day.  I rolled 
it  afterwards  to  please  the  eye,  level  the  work,  reduce  the 
depth  to  which  the  seed  was  deposited,  and  afford  mould 
in  the  furrows  to  support  the  wheat  on  the  sides  of  them. 
As  soon  as  the  wheat  came  up  I cleaned  the  furrows  by  a 
plough  with  expanding  wings,  drawn  by  one  horse.  In 
the  spring  I contrived  to  fix  upon  this  plough  two  scari- 
fiers, and  taking  off  the  expanding  wings,  I used  it  to  hoe 
the  furrows,  and  at  the  same  time  scarify  two  rows  of 
wheat,  one  on  each  side  of  the  furrow : afterwards  I put 
on  the  expanding  wings,  and  substituting  hoes  for  scari- 
fiers, I by  one  operation  of  this  plough  hoed  the  furrows 
and  two  rows  of  wheat,  and  at  the  same  time  moulded 
them  up : this  operation  was  performed  twice. 

“ Thus,  Sir,  have  I given  you  as  clear  an  account  as 
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I am  able,  of  the  manner  in  which  I drilled  (if  I may  be 
allowed  the  expression)  the  wheat  you  saw. 

“ 1 am,  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  Servant, 

“ ST.  JOHN  PRIEST.” 

From  the  preceding  notes,  it  appears  that  drilling  wheat 
has  made  a remarkable  progress  in  Norfolk.  In  the  north 
western  district,  amongst  the  great  and  intelligent  farmers 
who  have  rendered  their  county  famous,  it  is  become  so 
established  a practice,  that  no  longer  admits  any  ques- 
tion of  its  utility,  on  a soil  like  theirs.  In  some  smaller 
cases,  dibbling  is  preferred ; nor  has  it  been  sufficiently 
ascertained  which  of  these  methods  will  give  the  greeter 
crop.  The  inquiry,  however,  is  not  of  consequence  in 
North-west  Norfolk,  for  they  have  no  population  equal 
to  dibbling  becoming  general : and  a circumstance  which 
tends  much  to  impede  this  husbandry,  is  the  imperfe6t 
manner  in  which  it  is  performed,  for  the  sake  of  making 
great  earnings;  this  has,  in  many  instances,  given  a pre- 
ference to  drilling. 

Depth. — Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  has  found 
two  inches,  which  are  commonly  half  way  through  the 
flag,  to  be  the  best  depth  in  dibbling. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  thinks  that  the  deeper 
it  is  dibbled  the  better ; two  inches,  to  chuse. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  finds  two  inches,  in 
dibbling,  the  best  depth. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  prefers  one 
inch  ; and  three  or  four  kernels  in  a hole. 

Mr.  Dyele,  ofScotter,  remarked,  that  there  is  never 
any  fear  of  the  seed  being  dibbled  too  deep,  even  if  through 
the  flag : they  plough  only  three  or  four  inches. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltishal,  dibbles  two  inches. 
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Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  dibbles  one  inch. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  two  inches  and  a half. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of Thurning,  two  inches;  rathermore 
than  half  through  the  flag  is  best. 

Mr.  England,  of  Biuham,  two  inches  and  a half,  on 
a flag. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Tbornham,  one  inch  and  a half. 

Mr.  Styleman  thinks  the  depth  a matter  of  great  im- 
portance ; he  drills  two  inches  and  a half  deep,  by  weight- 
ing Coorc’s  machine,  and  using  two  horses;  if  only  one, 
he  should  be  of  extraordinary  strength. 

Mr.  Porter,  at  Wailington,  two  inches. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpc,  thinks,  that  if  wheat  be 
not  buried 'from  one  inch  and  a half  to  two  inches,  it  is 
apt  to  be  root-fallen. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  one  inch  and  a half ; but  by  no  means 
more. 

Mr.  Overman  drills  his  wheat  one  inch  and  a half 
deep  on  sandy  soils,  rendered  light  by  cultivation ; but  on 
layers  once  ploughed,  one  inch  only. 

With  turnips. — Mr.  Walker,  of  Harpley,  some  year* 
ago,  introduced  and  practised  a husbandry  in  which  he 
was  entirely  original.  I viewed  his  farm,  while  these  ex- 
periments were  going  on,  for  two  successive  years.  In 
order  to  give  a greater  degree  of  stiffness  to  his  sandy  soil, 
he  thought  of  putting  in  wheat  without  any  ploughing  at 
all,  immediately  before  sowing.  He  began  with  six  acres 
of  turnips,  hoeing  in  the  wheat  seed  at  the  second  hoeing 
of  the  turnips : these  were  eaten  on  the  land  by  bullocks 
and  sheep.  'The  wheat  proved  good,  and  answered  ex- 
pedlation.  The  next  year  he  did  the  same  on  35  acres  : 
this  also  succeeded ; but  the  best  wheat  was  where  the  tur- 
nips were  eaten  in  the  driest  weather.  The  following 
year  he  extended  the  culture  to  70  acres,  which  also 
' * succeeded 


Digitized  by  Google 


WHEAT.  *95 

• 

succeeded  to  his  satisfaction.  The  year  following,  he  had 
ioo  acres.  Upon  the  whole,  the  culture  produced  not 
better  than  the  common  crops,  but  equaL  The  most 
adverse  circumstance  is  a wet  season  for  eating  the  turnips, 
but  at  the  worst,  it  can  amount  to  no  more  than  the  loss 
of  the  seed.  The  course  in  which  he  practised  this  ma- 
nagement, was, 

i.  and  2.  Qllond,  4.  Turnips, 

3.  Oats,  5.  Wheat ; 

his  seeds  being  sown  alone  on  the  wheat  stubble  ploughed 
once;  he  has  tried  sowing  both  in  autumn  and  in  spring  ; 
both  succeeded  well,  but  the  autumnal  rather  the  best : 
upon  his  farm  of  600  acres,  the  saving  in  horses  has  been 
unquestionably  five : the  three  earths  for  barley,  in  a busy 
time,  were  entirely  saved. 

Feeding.— Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  whose  crop 
1 found  extraordinarily  great,  this  year  fed  all  his  wheat 
twice ; and  he  says,  that  if  he  had  not  done  it,  it  would 
all  have  been  laid. 

Mr.  Coke — Do  you  feed  your  wheats? — Never, 
Never,  Never  1 

Mr.  M.  Hill — Never! 

Hoeing. — Not  one  farmer  in  twenty  hoes  any  wheat 
about  Aylesham. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binbam,  scarifies  early  in  April; 
and  hand-hoes  twice  at  2s.  each  time  per  acre. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  hand-hoes  once  or  twice, 
as  wanted ; at  as.  each  time : but  if  the  land  be  clean,  once 
at  2s.  6d.  with  the  use  of  the  fixed  harrow,  answers  every 
purpose.  His  stubbles  beautifully  clean. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  hoes  his  drilled 
wheat  twice,  for  3s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  weeds  at  6d. 

Drilled  wheat  in  all  the  north-west  angle  of  Norfolk,' 
hand-hoed ; but  some  do  it  not  at  Hillingdon. 
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On  the  clays  of  Marshland,  where  there  are  other  signs 
of  bad  management,  they  are  much  pestered  with  red  weed. 

May  weed,  clivers,  &c.  they  are  forced  to  weed  much  ; 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  Wigenhall,  has  paid  a guinea  an  acre  for 
it:  he  hoes  all  his  dibbled  wheat. 

Tathing. — This  is  a singular  husbandry,  which  I did  not 
meet  with  till  I entered  Fleg,  from  Yarmouth.  It  con- 
sists in  carting  turnips  on  to  wheat  in  February  and  March  ; 
they  call  it  to  pull  and  throw  on  wheat,  eating  them  on  that 
crop  by  sheep  and  bullocks,  if  sheep  are  kept;  but  if  nor, 
by  bullocks  alone.  Mr.  EvERlT.of  Caistor,  assured  me, 
that  the  wheats  thus  treated,  are  the  heaviest  crops  they 
gain ; it  makes  the  straw  as  stiff  as  reed.  It  is  not  prac- 
tised as  a preventive  of  the  crop  being  root-fallen — for  that 
i?  little  known  here ; when  finished,  the  field  is  harrowed, 
and  if  necessary,  hoed. 

Mr.  Ferrier,  at  Hemsby,  and  his  neighbours,  are 
in  the  same  pradlice  ; and  sometimes  do  it  too  late  ; with 
cows  and  bullocks. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Thrigby,  confines  this  pradlice  to  land 
that  is  light, and  subjedt  to  red  weed;  never  laterthan  March, 
and  then  wishes  for  some  showers  diredtly  after:  he  finds 
that  this  pradlice  does  not  make  the  wheat  too  rank,  but 
the  contrary,  by  stiffening  the  straw.  The  pradlice  pretty 
general  in  Fleg  ; and  some,  but  not  so  much,  in  Blow- 
field  hundred. 

Mr.  Syble  does  it  like  his  neighbours,  here  and  there, 
on  a piece  given  to  poppy.  The  same  rule  at  Repps  and 
Martham ; but  some  doubt  whether  it  answers : Mr. 

Francis  has  been  caught  sometimes  by  drought,  and  he 
has  seen  others.  He  remarked  that  the  open  fields  give  as 
good  wheat  as  the  enclosures,  yet  never  have  turnips  thrown 
on  them.  He  thinks  it  better  to  throw  turnips  on  wheat 
stubble,  treading  all  well  down  for  barley. 
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Mr.  Hornard,  of  Ludham,  on  his  light  soil  is  in  this 
practice:  he  had  two  pieces  under  the  same  circumstances, 
one  tathed  and  the  other  not,  and  the  former  was  the 
best  crop ; on  an  average  of  seasons,  he  thinks  it  certainly 
does  good.  He  was  the  farst  here  that  pra&ised  it  28 
years  ago ; but  had  seen  it  near  Norwich:  he  has  con- 
tinued it  ever  since;  begins  in  February,  and  continues 
through  March;  he  has  no  sheep,  but  if  he  had,  would 
do  it  with  bullocks  also. 

On  his  light  land,  Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  has  cart- 
ed muck  on  to  his  wheat  in  winter,  throwing  turnips  af- 
ter for  sheep : he  has  done  it  for  bullocks,  but  sheep  answer 
the  purpose  much  better. 

About  North  Walsham,  the  pra&ice  of  throwing  tur- 
nips on  wheat,  is  known,  and  that  is  all:  Mr.  Mar- 
gateson  does  not  approve  of  it  with  bullocks;  he  has 
done  it,  and  mischief  was  the  result ; but  with  sheep  only, 
it  is  good  husbandry  with  those  who  keep  a sufficient 
number. 

Mr.  Petre,  of  Westwick,  keeps  17  score  sheep,  and 
is  in  this  husbandry:  his  bailiff,  Crowe,  informed  me, 
that  he  practises  it  on  light  land  with  much  success. 

Mr.  Dyble,  of  Scotter,  has  known  it  done  now  and 
then,  but  if  is  no  general  practice  here ; nor  does  he  ap- 
prove of  it. 

Mr.  Reeton,  at  Oxnead,  has  tried  it,  but  the  crop 
was  damaged  by  the  jamming , and  he  left  it  off. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Thurning,  never  does  it;  but  once 
saw  it  at  Edgtield,  and  it  was  thought  to  answer. 

Mildew. — Mr.  Francis,  of  Martham,  remarked,  that 
if  wheat  there  be  thin  or  backward,  it  is  very  liable  to  the 
mildew. 

Mr.  Margateson,  of  North  Walsham,  could  never 
observe  that  thinness  was  the  cause  of  mildew  ; but  that 
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the  berberry  bush  will  occasion  it,  he  has  ascertained  by- 
observations  that  could  not  deceive  him. 

The  light  soils  of  Saxethorpe,  are  very  subjedt  to  the  mil- 
dew, and  about  Reepham,  fine  barley  land  the  same.  Mr, 
Parmenter,  of  Aylesham,  a considerable  miller,  has, 
however,  had  some  of  his  finest  wheats  from  Saxethorpe. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Baker,  at  Causton,  observes,  that  the 
•wheat  in  that  parish  is  so  subject  to  the  mildew,  that  he 
has  found  on  various  occasions,  oats  to  be  a more  profit- 
able crop;  he  has  known  from  16  to  18  coombs  of  oats, 
where  more  than  seven  of  wheat  could  not  be  expedled, 
and  that,  probably,  much  damaged  by  this  distemper.  The 
soil  is  very  fine  barley  land. 

The  mildew  is  so  mischievous  at  Hillingdon,  that  some 
farmers  do  not  sow  wheat  at  all;  Captain  Beacher, 
Steward  to  Sir  M.  Folkes,  has  not  sown  any  for  three 
years  past : as  it  is  not  here  the  custom  to  cut  early,  upon 
account  qf  this  distemper,  no  wonder  it  should  make 
such  havock. 

“ This  distemper  has  been  accurately  traced  from  a 
point  across  a field  to  a berberry  bush  in  a hedge.  Seve- 
ral similar  instances ; and  Mr.  Marshall  produced  the 
distemper  by  planting  a small  bush  in  the  middle  of  a large 
piece  of  wheat ; all  clean,  except  a stripe  where  the  ber- 
berry mildewed  the  crop.” 

The  parish  of  Elsing  is  well  known  for  the  wheat  that 
grows  in  it  being  very  liable  to  the  mildew,  arising  (as 
' every  person  in  it  knows)  from  the  number  of  berberry- 
bushes  which  abounded  in  the  hedges,  till  much  attention 
was  given  to  extirpate  them ; and  still,  arising  from  the 
same  cause,  on  the  lands  of  those  who  are  careless  in  this 
business.  At  Harpley-dam,  a hedge  of  Mr.  John  BloM- 
field’s  had  been  cleared,  and  the  wheat  consequently 
safe  from  this  cause;  but  this  year  (1802),  observing  a 
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streak  of  mildew  in  his  wheat,  he  examined  the  hedge, 
and  found  a stub,  missed  by  the  workmen  when  they  were 
set  to  eradicate  the  plant,  which  had  thrown  out  only  two 
shoots,  not  more  than  two  or  three  feet  high,  and  from 
that  point  thectreakof  mildew  took  its  course.  I had 
this  from  his  own  mouth. 

Smut.  — Very  little  smut  is  known  in  Fleg.  Mr. 
Brown  adds  salt  to  sea-water,  to  make  it  swim  an  egg  ; 
skims  off  the  cosh  (husks)  carefully,  as  they  find  that  har- 
bours smut  if  there  be  any ; he  only  wets  the  wheat  by  dip- 
ping in  the  basket ; dries  with  lime  slaked  with  sea  water. 

Many  farmers  about  Houghton  are  troubled  with  the 
smut,  but  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Darsingham,  sows  only  old 
wheat,  and  never  having  been  known  to  have  any  smut 
from  such  seeding,  others  are  getting  into  the  same  prac- 
tice. 

Captain  Beacher,  at  Hillingdon,  always  sows  old 
wheat,  and  never  has  any  smut : no  brining  or  liming,  as 
that  injures  old  seed.  He  has  sown  old  and  new  seed  in 
the  same  field,  and  had  the  smut  in  the  latter,  but  not  an 
ear  in  the  former. 

Red  Worm — Often  makes  great  havock  in  the  vicinity  of 
Watton  and  Hingham,  as  well  as  the  cock-chaffer  grub  in 
grass-lands ; but  they  have  encouraged  rooks  every  where, 
with  some  effect : and  sea-gulls  fortunately  resort  very 
much  to  lay  their  eggs  on  an  island  in  Scoulton  Meer,  and 
rear  great  numbers  of  young,  undisturbed,  as  they  are 
known  to  feed  only  on  worms  and  grubs,  no  seeds  having 
been  found  in  their  crops.  They  come  the  end  of  March, 
and  migrate  in  July. 

Roots. — Mr.  Thurtell  has  traced  the  fibres  of  the 
roots  of  wheat,  five  feet  deep,  on  the  side  of  a marie  pit : 
also  the  root  of  a turnip,  drawn  by  hand,  two  feet  and  a 
half  in  length,  in  a light  soil. 

Reaping. 
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Reaping. — Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  cuts  very 
low,  and  consequently  does  not  haulm  the  stubbles ; which 
he  thinks  a very  inferior  practice,  if  a farm  is  kept  clean. 

Mr.  Parmenter,  miller,  at  Aylesham,  a considerable 
farmer  also,  and  a very  intelligent  sensible  man,  remarked 
to  me,  that  the  farmers  let  their  wheat  stand  too  long  be- 
fore cutting.  They  were  apt  to  have  a notion,  that  when 
millers  gave  this  opinion,  it  was  speaking  for  their  own 
interest : but  he  cuts  his  own  wheat  before  it  is  ripe,  and 
would  do  so  on  the  largest  scale,  if  he  was  not  a miller : 
the  quality  is  far  superior,  and  the  crop  just  as  good. 

“ Mowing  has  been  practised  at  Hainford ; the  crop  very 
clean,  and  dead  ripe.  The  gatherers  followed  the  scythe, 
and  the  waggon  the  gatherers.  Secured,  at  a trifling  ex- 
pence, without  any  risque  from  weather.” — Marshall. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  prefers  cutting  green,  and  never  began 
harvest  but  he  wished  he  had  began  three  days  sooner. 

Stubbles. — Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  always  haulms 
his  wheat  stubbles,  for  littering  the  yards ; and  it  is  the  com- 
mon management  in  Loddon  hundred : by  this  means  be 
finds  he  can  support  his  farm  in  heart,  without  buying 
dung.  At  first  coming,  he  bought  barrack  muck,  at  5s.  a 
load,  laying  on  eight  an  acre  : three  years  of  this  brought 
his  farm  into  such  a state,  that  he  discontinued  it. 

Produce. — About  Watton,  three  quarters,  on  an  average. 

The  finest  wheat  I saw  in  thirty  miles,  was  a small 
broad-cast  field  at  Tofts,  of  Mr.  Payne  Galway’s  ; it 
promised  to  yield  five  quarters  an  acre.  Tofts  is  in 
a very  poor  distridl,  but  I have  often  remarked,  that  if  a 
good  piece  of  land  is  found  in  such,  it  is  usually  uncom- 
monly good. 

At  Langley,  &c.  average  seven  coombs.  Caistor,  and 
average  of  Fleg  hundred,  seven  to  eight  coombs  : four- 
teen have  been  known,  and  were  reaped  by  J.  Hunting- 
don, 
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don,  Esq.  at  Somerton,  last  year ; he  had  32  coombs  on 
two  acres  and  a quarter. 

Hemsby,  eight  coombs:  fourteen  have  been  known. 
Thrigby,  seven  coombs. 

Soutli  Walsham  and  Blowfield,  seven  coombs. 
Martham,  seven  coombs. 

Catfield  and  the  vicinity,  seven  to  eight  coombs. 
Happsborough,  Walcot,  and  Barton,  nine  coombs. 
Honing,  seven.  North  Walsham,  six  to  seven. 
Westwick,  six. 

Scotter,  six.  Mr.  Dyble,  seven.  As  the  average  bar- 
ley is  but  eight,  the  wheat  seems  high  for  a sandy  loam,  a 
good  barley  land  ; but  drawing  the  turnips,  and  throwing 
them  on  the  ollonds  for  wheat,  explain  it. 

Around  Coltishall,  six  coombs. 

Mr.  Re pton,  at  Oxnead,  favoured  me  with  an  ac- 
curate account  of  all  his  crops  for  some  years  back. 
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On  the  poorer  soils  at  Heveringland,  not  much  wheat 
is  sown ; the  best  of  it,  five  coombs : on  their  better  soils, 
six  to  seven. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  Reepham,  &c.  seven 
coombs. 

At  Haydon,  five  coombs.  At  Thurning,  better  than  five. 

Mr.  Coke,  at  Holkham,  six  coombs. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  average  of  last  twenty-one  years,  six 
coombs. 

At  Burnham  Westgate,  five  coombs. 

At  Holm,  some  very  rich  land,  eight  to  twelve ; some- 
times more. 

At  Snettisham,  six  coombs. 

At  Houghton,  five  coombs. 

At  Hillingdon,  not  four  coombs,  on  an  average— much 
damaged  by  the  mildew. 

About  Downham  and  the  vicinity,  seven  coombs. 

At  W ailington,  seven  coombs. 
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At  Wigenhall,  St.  Mary’s,  the  average,  five  coombs  per 
acre ; sometimes  not  more  than  ten  to  twelve  bushels.  If 
this  is  true,  it  stamps  their  husbandry  sufficiently. 

At  Walpole,  five  coombs  the  small  acre;  more  than 
three  roods.  By  another  account,  five  and  a half. 

Near  the  Smecth,  seven  to  ten  coombs. 

0 

About  Wymondham,  five. 

General  average  of  the  county,  six  coombs. 

Profit , compared  with  Oats. — Mr.  Fellowes,  of 
Shottesham,  remarks,  that  oats  pay  better  than  wheat, 
in  many  cases  even  which  are  supposed  to  be  par- 
ticularly favourable  to  wheat,  as  in  clover  lays.  He  has 
found  it  more  profitable  to  plough  a clover  lay  late  in  au- 
tumn; but  before  much  wet  comes,  and  to  leave  it  till 
the  spring,  and  then,  as  early  as  may  be,  harrow  in  oats 
or  barley,  on  that  stale  furrow,  and  the  crops  have  been 
so  great,  as  to  pay  better  than  wheat ; but  oats  better  than 
barley.  This  seems  to  be,  among  others,  one  proof  that 
wheat  has  been  too  cheap.  * 

Price. — In  discourse  with  Mr.  Parmenter,  a miller 
of  Aylesham,  on  what  ought  to  be  the  price  of  wheat,  re- 
ference being  had  to  the  farmer  and  to  the  poor,  he  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  30s.  a coomb,  on  the  average  of 
samples,  would  be  that  fair  price  for  all  parties.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  very  high  prices  we  have  seen,  were  not 
advantageous  to  millers,  by  reason  of  the  great  capital  de- 
manded, and  from  a want  of  proportion  in  the  price  of 
bran.  When  wheat  was  4I.  a coomb,  bran  was  not 
higher  than  is.  a bushel.  Within  four  years  he  has  bought 
a great  deal  of  wheat,  as  he  shewed  me  by  his  books,  at 
2 is.  and  22  s.  bran  at  6d.  and  7d. 
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SECT.  VIII. — RYE. 

Upon  the  light  sands  of  the  South-western  district* 
this  is  a common  crop,  and  follows  the  seeds  generally  upon 
a bastard  fallow.  The  quantity  of  seed  usually  two 
bushels,  and  the  produce  more  uncertain  than  with  wheat, 
for  this  plant  is  very  liable  to  be  damaged  by  frosts.  The 
culture  ought  to  lessen  every  where,  except  perhaps  in 
mountainous  districts,  since  wheat  has  been  found  to  pro-* 
duce,  on  poor  sands,  as  many  bushels  per  acre  as  rye. 

Mr.  Bevan’s  rye,  in  1802,  was  sown  in  February,  by 
■which  means  it  escaped  the  severe  frosts  which  did  so 
much  mischief  to  this  crop  in  June.  I have  rarely  seen 
finer  crops. 

Colonel  Cony  had  once  six  quarters  per  acre,  at  Rune- 
ton. 

There  is  a practice  in  the  South-west  distridl,  which 
has  merit — that  of  ploughing  up  the  rye  stubbles  in  har- 
vest, and  sowing  one  or  two  pecks  of  seed  additional  per 
acre,  with  intention  of  burying  the  scattered  grains,  and 
thus  hav  ing  a crop  of  spring  food  for  sheep.  The  tillage 
has  its  use  for  the  following  turnips,  consequently  the  ex- 
pence merely  consists  in  the  small  portion  of  seed  added* 


SECT.  IX. — OATS* 

This  is  by  no  means  a favourite  crop  in  Norfolk, 
where,  if  the  land  is  in  order,  they  greatly  prefer  barley  j 
and  if  it  is  not  in  order,  they  arc  too  good  farmers  to  sow 
any  corn. 

Mr.  Hill,  at  Waterden,  in  common  with  the  gene- 
rality 
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rality  of  his  neighbours,  buys  ail  the  oats  he  consumes ; 
he  can  grow  as  much  barley  per  acre  as  of  oats,  and  is  at 
the  same  time  a more  certain  crop. 

Upon  the  good  barley  sand,  for  some  miles  around 
Holkham,  the  farmers  think  oats  a so  much  more  exhaust- 
ing crop  than  barley,  that  they  buy  all  their  oats  at  Wells; 
Carrying  wheat,  barley  and  pease  thither,  the  waggons 
bring  oats  back. 

Mr.  Denton,  of  Brandon,  dibbles  oats  with  great  suc- 
cess ; puts  in  more  than  a coomb  per  acre  of  seed,  observ- 
ing, that  he  did  not  approve  of  adopting  any  method  as  a 
way  of  saving  seed. 

Admiring  a very  fine  oat-stubble  at  Mr.  Francis’s,  at 
Martham,  and  inquiring  the  preparation,  he  informed  me 
that  wheat  preceded,  the  stubble  of  which  he  scaled  before 
Christmas,  ploughed  it  across  thin,  and  then  a full  pitch 
for  the  seed  oats.  The  wheat  was  on  a two  year’s  layer. 

“ The  surface  of  a piece  of  ground,  sown  several  days 
with  oats,  but  which  were  not  yet  up,  was  run,  by  heavy 
rains,  into  a batter,  and  baked  to  a crust:  the  owner 
ploughed  the  ground,  notwithstanding  they  had  begun  to 
vegetate,  under  a fleet  furrow.  The  success  was  beyond 
expectation.” — Mr.  Marshall. 

Seed. — Mr.  Fellowes,  of  Shottcsham,  has  found,  from 
many  observations  in  a long  and  attentive  experience,  that 
the  more  oat-seed  he  sows,  the  better  is  the  crop.  This 
he  finds  to  take  place  as  far  as  seven  bushels  an  acre, 
and  even  to  eight. 

On  strong  land  at  Witsen,  five  bushels  broad-cast.  Mr, 
Salter,  six. 

About  Watton,  (bur  bushels ; some  five. 

About  Bilney,  four  and  five. 

At  Thekon,  four  to  five  busheh. 

Mr.  Ever  it,  of  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  five  to  six  bushels. 

NORFOLK]  x Mr. 
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Mr.  Sybee,  of  South  Walsham,  five  bushels. 

; Mr.  Cubit,  &c.  at  Catfield,  five  to  six  bushels. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland, drills  at  six  inches,  three 
to  four  bushels. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  three  bushels,  drilled:  of 
Tartariaft  four  bushels. 

Near  Downham,  four  bushels. 

At  Watlington,  six  bushels.  Mr.  Porter  there  har- 
rows in,  because  no  drill  cups  will  deliver  enough. 

About  W ymondham,  four  bushels. 

< Produce. — At  Thelton,  ten  coombs  an  acre  common, 
and  even  more : some  twelve  to  fourteen  coombs.  . 

On  the  fine  loamy  and  gravelly  sands  of  Langley,  &c. 
average  1 1 coombs.  . 

Caistor,  &c.  in  Fleg,  and  the  average  of  the  hundreds, 
fourteen  coombs  : twenty-tour  have  been  known. 

Hemsby,  twelve  coombs:  twenty  have  been  known. 
Thrigby  and  Fleg,  twelve  coombs. 

South  Walsham  and  Blowfield,  fourteen  coombs. 
Marthani,  eleven  coombs. 

Catfield  and  Happing,  twelve  to  fifteen  coombs. 

. Honing,  eleven  to  fifteen  coombs. 

North  Walsham,  ten  to  .twelve  coombs. 
r Coltishal,  twelve  coombs : but  few  sown. 

. Mr.  Revton,  of  Oxnead,  favoured  me  with  an  accu- 
rate account  of  his  crops  for  many  years  : 
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t)n  the  light  soils  at  Heveringland,  eight  totencoomhs: 
on  the  better  land,  twelve  coombs. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  fifteen  coombs : has  had 
twenty-Six  coombs  one  bushel,  on  old  land  that  had  had 
vetches  only. 

At  Thurning,  eight  to  ten  coombs. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  has  had  twenty-five  coombs 
an  acre  of  the  Tartarian. 

At  Snettisham,  ten  coombs. 

The  vicinity  of  Downham,  ten  to  sixteen  Coombs. 

At  Watlington,  fourteen  coombs. 

x 2 About 
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About  Watton,  average  ten  coombs. 

At  Wigenhall,  St.  Mary’s,  six  or  seven  coombs. 

At  Walpole,  twelve  coombs.  Another  account,  twelve 
to  fourteen  coombs ; on  fallow,  sixteen  coombs. 

Near  the  Smeeth,  thirteen  or  fourteen  coombs. 


SECT.  X. — PEASE. 

Mr.  OvERMAN,carrying  me  into  a crop  of  broad-cast 
pease  in  his  neighbourhood,  desired  me  to  examine  the 
strongest  tufts  to  be  found,  to  shew  that  the  poppies,  so  far 
from  being  destroyed,  were  eredt  and  ready  to  force  them- 
selves through  when  the  pease  fall,  though  overtopped  at 
present.  He  remarked,  that  the  common  observation, 
that  pease  are  apt  to  foul  land  if  weak,  and  clean  it,  if 
stout,  was  erroneous:  if  red- weed  or  spear-grass  are  in 
the  land,  no  crop  will  destroy  them  ; and  if  they  are  not 
in  the  land,  the  pease  cannot  generate  them. 

Mr.  Overman,  from  various  observations,  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  pease  are  repeated  oftener  than  once  in  eleven 
or  twelve  years,  they  are  very  apt  to  fail. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  has  found  that  pease 
are  a very  uncertain  crop:  this  is  known  to  all  farmers; 
but  he  has  remarked  further,  that  they  will  not  bear  re- 
peating. If  sown  often  on  the  same  land,  they  are  almost 
sure  to  fail. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  has  this  year  (1802)  a vast 
crop  of  pease,  which  I viewed  with  pleasure;  he  lays  them 
at  twelve  coombs  an  acre  at  least : they  followed  wheat ; 
and  his  remark  was,  that  they  had  shaded  the  ground  so 
completely , that  he  had  no  doubt  of  very  fine  wheat  after 
them  again. 

Mr.  Fowel,  of  Snetterton,  ploughs  such  of  his  layers 
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as  he  intends  for  pease,  in  December  or  January,  and 
rolls  ami  harrows  before  drilling  on  this  stale  furrow. 
His  mode  of  drilling  this  crop,  is  to  have  two  rows  at  five 
inches,  and  intervals  of  fifteen  inches  for  horse-hoeing.  I 
viewed  his  crops,  they  were  very  well  hung,  drat  is,  loaded 
with  pods,  but  too  many  poppies  for  a driller.  Horse- 
hoeing,  in  this  system,  he  finds  far  more  effective  thantho 
hand-hoeing  ht  gave  to  equi-distant  rows  at  twelve  inches;. 
For  this  drilling,  he  made  a new  beam  to  Cook’s  machine, 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  drills  his  pease  at  nine 
inches ; and  highly  approves  the  method. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thurning,  drills  all  at  nine  inches. 

Mi.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  drills  all ; some  at 
nine  and  some  at  twelve  inches : hand-hoeing,  once  or 
twice,  as  wanted. 

Mr.  Rogerson,  of  Narborough,  drills  all  that  he 
does  not  dibble. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  drills  at  nine  inches  on  the  flag,  scarijus 
twice,  and  weeds  ; and  prefers  that  pr  ail  ice  to  all  others. 

Pease  are  very  generally  dibbled  at  Thelton;  crops, 
eight  to  ten  coombs  per  acre. 

Wherever  found,  thence  to  Yarmouth,  and  my  route 
through  the  Flegs,  Blowfield,  &cc.  &c.  to  North  Wal- 
sham,  dibbling  very  general : about  the  latter  town,  few, 
but  what  there  are,  dibbled : they  do  not  hoe  them.  The 
pea  stubble  reckoned  kind  for  wheat. 

Few. pease  are  dibbled  on  ollonds  at  Scotter;  but  some 
are;  and  Mr.  Dyble  remarked,  that  pease  cannot  well 
be  dibbled  too  deep. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  dibbles  with  great  success: 
he  had  this  year  (180a)  seventy  loads  from  twelve  acres. 

The  maple  grey  is  a great  favourite  at  present  in  Flag 
hundred.  Mr.  Tutiull,  of  Southwood,  selected  them 
from  a sample  that  came  into  the  country,  and  cultivating 
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them  carefully,  they  have  established  themselves  very  ge, 
nerally ; they  produce  ten  or  twelve  coombs  an  acre,  oil 
land  that  would  not  give  five  or  six  of  the  old  sorts;  the 
straw  is  not  so  long  as  some  other  sorts,  but  long  enough 
forshade,  which  Mr.  Brown,  of  Thrigby,  holds  to  be  a 
great  point  in  a pea  crop. 

Mr.  Dursgate  finds  the  pearl  pea  to  ripen  a fortnight 
sooner  than  other  sorts;  but  this  year  the  frost  damaged  his 
crop.  11  - ' • . 

Seed. — About  Watton,  two  bushels. 

About  Dercham  and  to  Bilney,  three  bushels. 

At  Thelton,  grey  pease  dibbled,  two  bushels. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  dibblesthree  bushels. 

Mr.  Co  bit,  &c.  at  Catfield,  four  bushels,  whether 
dibbled  or  broad-cast:  a thick  crop  they  consider  as  a great 
obje£l  in  preparing  for  other  corn. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  dibbles,  four  bushels,  two 
rows  on  a flag. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of Heveringland,  drills  at  nine  inches,  ten 
pecks. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  four  bushels  of  the  large 
pea,  drilled. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  drills,  ten  pecks. 

Mr.  Beck,  ot  Castle  Riscing,  drills,  ten  to  twelve 
pecks,  at  nine  inches,  and  hand-hues. 

About  Downham,  two  bushels  and  a half  to  three 
bushels.  ■ * * 

At  Watlington,  four  bushels. 

Produce. — At  Langley,  &c.  when  the  year  is  favourable, 
the  average  p oduce  is  eight  nr  nine  coombs. 

At  Caistor,  and  average  of  Fleg,  eleven  coombs : fifw 
teen  coombs  have  been  known. 

At  Hemsby,  Mr.  Ferrier  has  know*h  fourteen 
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At  Catfield,  if  good,  ten  coombs.,  , ... 

At  Thurning,  six  coombs.  ; . 

At  Snettisham,'  when  no  failure,  eight  coombs. 
About  Downham,  good,  seven  coombs. 

At  WaUington,  if  good,  ten  coombs. 


SECT.  XI. — BEAKS.  ' 

• • . . , I •.**.’  * 

On  the  stronger  land  about  Watton,  the  failure  of  coma 
nion  red  clover,  from  long  repetition,  has  had  one  very 
good  effetSi,  that  of  inducing  some  farmers  to  plant  beans. 
They  plough  the  barley  stubble  once,  and  dibble  in  one 
row  of  horse-beans  on  every  furrow,  keep  them  clean  by 
hand-hoeing,  and  sowing  wheat  after;  get  excellent  crops, 
oftentimes  better  than  after  any  other  preparation. 

I viewed  carefully  a small  field  of  wheat  at  Seaming, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Dereham,  half  of  which 
followed  beans  and  half  potatoes;  the  superiority  of  the 
former  considerable.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Munnings  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Priest  were  with  me,  and  .were  entirely  of 
the  same  opinion. 

Beans  are  in  common  cultivation  at  Thelton  : Mr.  Ha- 
vers's are  dibbled  in  rows  along  ridges  seven  feet  and  a 
half,  or  ten  furrows  wide,  on  which  eight  rows.  He 
ploughs  the  land  early  in  autumn,  and  (after  the  frosts) 
in  the  spring  only  harrows,  and  plants  immediately ; two 
bushels  of  seed  an  acre,  at  the  expense  of  4s.  and  2s.  6d. 
in  the  pound  for  beer.  Hand-hoes  two  or  three  times,  at 
8s.  or  10s.  expense;  no  horse-hoeing:  he  gets  tenor 
twelve  coombs  an  acre.  There  cannot  be  better  manage- 
ment than  avoiding  spring  tillage,  on  heavy  land. 

Mf.  Havers,  and  his  neighbours,  having  kept  their 
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beans  clean  by  hoeing,  plough  the  stubble  once,  harrow, 
and  drill  or  dibble  in  the  wheat  seed. 

Many  are  also  cultivated  at  Billingford,  wh^re  they  are 
in  the  same  system:  Mr.  Drake  avoids  spring  tillage, 
ploughing  before  Christmas;  Iras  a set  of  seven  small  har- 
rows, which  dropping  into  every  hollow,  prepares  well 
for  the  dibbles  ; rows  at  nine  inches : he  hand-hoes  twice, 
keeping  them  quite  clean.  I viewed  his  crops  and  found 
them  perfectly  so,  and  very  fine,  equal  in  appearance  to 
five  or  six  quarters  an  acre ; yet  they  seemed  too  thick, 
and  not  podded  so  low  as  they  would  have  been  with  more 
room. 

Mr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  has  this  year  (1802) 
drilled  beans  with  Cook’s  machine,  at  12,  18,  and  24 
inches,  and  he  thinks  the  24  promise  to  be  the  best  crop. 
They  have  been  horse  and  hand  hoed,  and  kept  quite 
clean.  AH  will  be  eight  coombs  an  acre  at  least. 

Mr.  Kerrich,  at  Harleston,  lays  his  manure  on  for 
beans,  and  then  drills  wheat,  getting  great  crops. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  near  Harleston,  drills  many  beans,  and 
gets  great  crops,  as  well  as  of  wheat,  after  them. 

Through  the  hundred  of  Loddon  the  beans  are  all  dib- 
bled, one  row  on  a Bag,  and  all  tbe  farmers  sow  wheat 
after  them,  finding  it  the  best  preparation  for  that  grain. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  whose  knowledge  of  hus- 
bandry is  extensive  and  unquestioned,  upon  the  strong  land 
at  Hempnal  has  always  had  excellent  wheat,  perhaps  the 
best,  on  bean  stubbles. 

At  Langley  and  the  vicinity,  average  produce  ten 
coombs.  Mr.  Burton  never  less  than  that  crop  at  a 
medium  ; this  year  above  twelve. 

At  Seething  and  Mundham  many  beans,  ami  great  crops: 
wheat  after  them.  Here  are  excellent  farmers. 

Admiring  the  fine  sandy  loams  at  Caisier,  in  Fleg,  and 
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combining  the  circumstance  of  soil  with  the  small  variation 
of  their  crops,  I proposed  to  Mr.  Everit  the  culture  of 
beans  :■  he  said  that  he  had  tried  them,  and  they  would  not 
do ; they  run  away  to  straw,  and  will  not  pod  well. 

Mr.  Ferrier,  of  Hemsby,  has  known  them  tried; 
but  they  would  not  do. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  sowed  five  acres,  and 
they  ran  away  to  straw,  and  yielded  very  little  corn. 

These  articles  of  information  were  rather  discouraging, 
but  having  heard  that  Mr.  Christmas,  at  Billockby, 
had  made  some  experiments  on  beans,  I called  on  him  ; 
unfortunately  he  was  from  home,  but  I examined  his  bean 
crop.  Passing  to  Ludham,  the  ninth  mile-stone  is  against 
the  field,  which  I note,  that  others  may,  if  they  please^ 
examine  die  field,  it  is  a large  field  dibbled  one  row  on 
every  flag : (he  soil  fair  Fleg  land,  but  rather  stronger  than 
the  very  pale  lands:  the  crop  had  been  hoed,  but  not  suf- 
ficiently, for  they  were  rather  foul : the  convi&ion  on  mjr 
mind  that  the  country  will  do  for  beans,  was  compleat : I 
guess  the  produce  ten  coombs  an  acre.  They  are  rather 
low  than  high.  There  is  a large  pit  of  chy  marie  in  the 
field. 

Through  the  Flegs,  Walsham,  Blowfield,  and  Happing 
hundreds,  I have  been  calling  out  for  beans,  and  surprized 
at  finding  only  one  crog ; but  at  last,  at  Happsborough,  I 
found  that  Mr.  Wiseman  had  them  for  three  years,  and 
with  good  success,  getting  14  or  15  coombs  an  acre, 
though  in  no  better  mode  of  culture  than  that  of  spraining 
the  seed  in  every  other  furrow,  and  hand-hoeing  them 
twice.  He  got  as  fine  wheat  after  them  as  the  best  in  the 
country.  Inquiring  how  he  came  to  make  such  an  expe- 
riment, I found  he  had  been  in  Kent,  and  seeing  the  effed 
mf  beans  there,  induced  him  to  try  them. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackfard,  tried  beans  three  or  four 
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(tines,  and  left  them  off  because  he  could  not  get  wheat 
after  them  ; but  did  not  hoe  : could  not.  I advised  fresh 
trials  in  the  horse-hoeing  system. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  has  had  two  crops  of 
beans  on  a sort  of  marsh,  stiff  and  strong  soil.  His  ma- 
nagement of  the  second  crop,  which  I viewed,  was  to 
plough  a wheat  stubble  in  autumn,  leave  it  well  water- 
furrowed,  and  in  the  spring  to  dibble  in  the  seed. 

Mr.  Priest, of  Besthorpe,  has  drilled  beans  with  Cook’s 
machine  at  1 8 inches ; five  coombs  of  seed  on  i y acres ; 

, |he  crop  a fair  one:  the  field  yielded  dibbled. barley  the 
year  before,  on  a layer.  The  beans  were  once  horse- 
hoed,  once  hand-hoed,  and  once  weeded ; designs  to  scuf- 
fle the  stubble  for  wheat.  . i . " 

At  Wigenhall,  St.  Mary’s,  in  Marshland,  they  plough 
in  the  wheat  stubbles  in  autumn,  and  stirring  in  the  spring, 
sow  every  third  or  fourth  .furrow  with  two  bushels  of 
horse-beans  an  acre ; hand-hoe  the  rows  once,  and  plough 
sometimes  between  them.  Last  year  (1801)  they  got  ten 
coombs  an  acre,  but  the  average  not  above  five  or  six. 
They  burn  the  straw  in  ovens,  &c.  For  the  following 
wheat  they  plough  once,  and  harrow  in  the  seed;  and  if 
the  weather  is  good,  twice:  this  they  reckon  best  on  ac- 
count of  the  ivhtte  snail , a slug  which  abounds  on  bean 
stubbles:  it  eats  the  young  plant  pf  wheat  the  moment  the 
seed  shoots,  and  sometimes  destroys  the  crop  ; steepiug  in 
arsenic  no  prevention — they  eat  the  seed  itself  also,  by  some 
accounts,  but  this  is  doubtful.  Their  best  wheats  follow 
beans : the  fallowed  crops  never  average  five  coombs,  but 
those  on  bean  stubbles  do.  Such  is  Mr.  Dennis’s  ao* 
count. 

Mr.  Coe,  of  Islington,  has  generally  one-sixth  of  hi* 
arable  in  beans ; in  autumn  he  ploughs  the  wheat  stubble, 
and  again  at  Candlemas,  and  harrows  in  two  bushels  and  a 
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fcafif  of  seed  per  acre ; some  he  dibbles,  and  hand-hoes  in 
either  case  twice,  at  5s.  and  4s.  an  acre,  and  reckons  a fair 
crop  at  six  coombs;  he  takes  wheat  after  them  on  onp 
earth,  and  generally  good  ; the  best,  if  it  escapes  the  slug, 
■which  in  a wet  season  attacks  the  wheat  in  autumn : it  is 
about  an  inch  long,  the  size  of  a tobacco-pipe,  and  of  a 
bluish  white  colour.  ..  .. 

In  going  round  from  Islington  by  Tilney  and  Terring- 
ton  to  Lynn,  I saw  many  crops  of  broad-cast  beaus  full  of 
weeds. 

Mr.  Thorp,  on  Governor  Bentinck’s  estate,  sows 
beans  in  furrows ; keeps  them  clean,  and  gets  fine  wheat 
after. 

1776.  At  Walpole,  drilled  in  every  third  or  fourtli 
furrow,  and  kept  clean  by  both  horse  and  hand-hoeing ; 
four  quarters  sometimes  gained.  Mr.  Canham,  of 
Southry,  near  Downham,  had  60  acres  thus  cultivated  in 
J769,  which  yielded  five  quarters  and  an  half  round : in 
1770  I viewed  the  wheat  after  them,  and  found  it  as  clean 
and  as  fine  as  any  after  fallows.  He  has  often  had  five 
quarters  an  acre  after  beans. 

This  husbandry  continues:  in  1802  1 found  the  same; 
and  1 am  sorry  to  say  without  improvement. 

Produce  at  Walpole  six  coombs. 

Many  are  dibbled  in  rows,  and  kept  clean  and  well 
managed;  Mr.  Philip  Griffin  cultivates  them  in  this 
manner. 

Mr.  Swayne,  of  Walpole,  gets  the  best  wheat  after 
beans,  if  it  escapes  the  slug  . if  the  land  is  lightish,  it  is 
common  to  put  them  in  in  every  third  or  fourth  furrow, 
fpr  ploughing  between  ; but  on  strong  clay  it  is  difficult 
to  get  the  plough  in.  Some  dibble  in,  but  others  objedl 
on  account  of  their  not  being  sufficiently  buried.  It 
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n more  common  to  sow  from  two  to  three  bushels  broad- 
cast, and  plough  them  in ; but  they  hand-hoe  all  twice. 
The  crop  in  general  six  to  seven  coombs  ; last  year  ten. 

In  the  old  lands  adjoining  the  Smeetb,  the  best  farmers 
sow  them  in  every  third  furrow,  but  slovens  at  random  ; 
the  rows  ploughed  and  cleaned  yield  by  far  the  best  crop, 
even  to  ten  or  twelve  coombs  per  acre  in  good  years: 
broad-cast  six  or  seven. 

Some  beans  in  the  vicinity  ofDovrnham  broad-cast, 
and  a few  farmers  hoe:  some  furrowed  and  ploughed 
between,  produce  seven  or  eight  coombs. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  sows  them  in  every  third 
or  fourth  furrow ; if  the  latter,  he  ploughs  between  the 
rows ; if  the  former,  he  hand-hoes.  Has  dibbled  some, 
suid  they  answered  well ; he  left  a wheat  stubble  till  the 
spring,  then  set  two  rows  on  every  other  furrow,  and  hand- 
hoed  : got  ten  coombs  an  acre ; and  eight  or  nine  coombs 
of  wheat  after  them : after  beans,  always  as  good  as  any 
other  wheat. 

In  discourse  during  this  journey  with  Mr.  Ming  ay,  of 
Thetford,  on  the  subje£l  of  beans,  he  mentioned  that  on 
his  farm  at  Ashfield,  in  Suffolk,  he  has  a field  of  seven 
acres  and  a half,  which  has  been  thus  cropped  : 

1797  Beans. 

1798  Wheat. 

1799  Beans. 

1800  Wheat. 

1801  Beans  (Mr.  Mikgay's  ; and  he  sold  1 10I.  worth 
from  the  seven  acres  and  a half.) 

1802  Wheat  5 estimated  by  the  bailiff  at  from  ten  to 
twelve  coombs  an  acre. 

Soil,  strong  loam  on  day  marie. 

Obscrvat i tu. — The  not  extending  the  cnlture  of  beans 
is  a great  deficiency  in  the  husbandry  of  Norfolk.  In  the 
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rich  land  of  the  eastern  district  there  can  be  no  question ; 
but  they  ought  to  be  much  increased  ia  that  of  various 
loams,  wherein  turnips  are  often  found  on  land  improper 
for  that  crop.  But  this  plant  would  form  a valuable  acqui- 
sition where  none  are  to  be  found  in  the  good  sands  of 
the  North-western  distri&,  because  beans  are,  in  general, 
found  only  on  clays,  or  strong  loams ; the  notion  is  gene- 
ral, that  such  only  are  well  adapted  to  the  culture  ; but  on 
all  the  better  soils  of  the  last  named  district  they  "would 
thrive  to  great  profit,  and  prove  a valuable  variation  in 
their  course  of  crops.  I have  seen  very  great  crops  in 
Suffolk  on  rich  sand,  and  without  doubt  they  would  do 
equally  well  in  the  neighbouring  county. 


SECT.  XII. — BUCK-WHEAT. 

Mr.  Francis,  of  Martham,  has  sown  buck-wheat 
after  turnips,  and  got  eight  or  nine  coombs  an  acre,  and 
wheat  after  the  buck : the  reason  of  this  uncommon  course 
was,  because  part  of  the  field  was  coleseed,  and  it  brought  .. 
the  whole  into  wheat ; the  crop  nine  or  ten  coombs  an 
acre. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  finds  that  nothing  cleans  land 
so  well  for  wheat  as  sowing  buck ; he  gets  seven  or  eight  - 
coombs  an  acre ; but  oftener  ploughs  it  under,  putting  a 
bush  under  the  beam  to  sweep  it  down  for  the  plough — a . 
poor  succedaneum  for  the  skim  coulter.  He  finds  it  as  good 
as  a mucking ; but  this  only  on  strong  land.  He  sows  it  on 
a second  year’s  layer,  as  soon  as  barley  sowing  is  over,  from 
the  15th  to  the  20th  of  May;  about  the  1st  of  August 
ploughs  it  under,  harrows  well  in  September,  then  throws 
on  the  seed,  and  ridges  for  wheat : always  good  crops. 

The 
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: The  same  pra&ice  takes  plate  about  North  WalsWnf/ 
and  it  is  reckoned  by  sortie,  on  the  heavier  soib,  as  gooff 
as  half  a mucking  ; but  Mr.  Margateson  remarks,  thar 
if  done  on  light  sand  it  makes  it  too  loose  and  puffy. 

Mr.  Petre,  of  Wcstwick,  sows  some  on  ollond,'  for 
a crop,  and  then  sowing  wheat,  is  Sure  of  a good  pro- 
duce. 

Mr.  Dyble,-  of  Scotter,  has  a good  opinion  of  plough- 
ing in  green  crops : he  once  in  a first  year’s  layer  ploughed 
in  the  second  crop  of  clover,  spreading  no  muck  there,- 
the  rest  of  the  field  mucked,  and  the  wheat  was  as  good  as 
the  rest; 

it  was  much  cultivated  when  I was  at  Ayleshani,  3 2 
years  ago;  they  ploughed  three  or  four  times  for  it ; sowed 
the  beginning  of  July  five  pecks  an  acre:  the  average 
crop  four  quarters  an  acre:  sometimes  they  got  six. 

Esteem  it  as  good  as  oats  for  horses.  Wheat  always  suc- 
ceeded ir,  and  rarely  failed  of  producing  good  crops: 
sometimes  they  ploughed  it  in  on  cold  springy  land,  using 
a small  bush  faggot  before  the  ploughs,  to  lay  it  in  tire 
right  dire&ion  for  turning  in : it  answered  for  two  crops 
better  than  dung. 

Mr.  Repton,  sows  buck  on  ollonds,  and  ploughs  it  in 
for  wheat : it  answers  well. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  has  ploughed  buck  in  for 
manure,  but  thinks  his  land  hardly  strong  enough  for  this 
husbandry  ; but  on  any  piece  subject  to  wild  oats,  by  sow- 
ing buck  after  barley,  on  four  earths,  and  ploughing  it  ini 
at  the  beginning  of  August,  in  full  flower,  he  has  freed 
land  from  that  weed  most  completely.  1 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  has  this  year  plough- 
ed in  buck  for  manure  ; it  was  sown  the  middle  of  May* 
and  ploughed  in  in  full  blossom  the  middle  of  August  * 
stirred  in  September,  and  is  ready  for  the  wheat-seed  earth. 
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He  has  practised  the  husbandry  before,  and  received  mate* 
rial  benefit  from  it.  ; • >'  * • 

Mr.  Thorp,  on  Governor  Bentinck’s  estate,  in 
Marshland,  last  year  ploughed  in  buck  as  a manure  for 
wheat,  and  it  answered  greatly,  improving  the  crop  as  for 
as  it  extended  to  an  inch  : and  this  year  he  repeated  it,  for- 
tunately ; for  in  snch  a drought  as  succeeded  lie  had  not 
been  able  to  have  ploughed  the  land  at  all. 

At  Felthorpe,  buck  is  considered  as  superior  to  all  other 
crops  with  which  to  sow  grass-seeds — it  does  not  rob  them 
— it  shelters  better  than  any  other  from  the  sun — it  is  late 
sown,  and  consequently  offers  an  entire  spring  for  a second 
or  third  destruction  of  weeds : these  are  valuable  circum- 
stances, and  merit  the  attention  of  those  who  wish  to  vary 
die  methods  of  laying  down  land  to  grass. 
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SECT.  XIII. TARES. 

The  culture  of  this  plant  has  increased  very  consider- 
ably in  Norfolk  of  late  years.  Within  my  memory  they 
are  multiplied  at  least  tenfold. 

Mr.  Overman  .begins  sowing  winter  tares  about 
Michaelmas,  once  more  before  Christmas,  and  sometimes 
twice  and  thrice  more,  with  spring  tares  for  succession. 
After  mowing  he  does  not  plough  the  land;  but  runs 
sheep  over  it  till  wheat  sowing. 

But  the  cultivator  who  has  made  by  far  the  greatest 
exertions  in  this  husbandry  that  I ever  met  with,  is  Mr. 
Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  who  has  300  acres  every  year,  seed- 
ing no  more  than  is  necessary  to  supply  himself : they  are 
fed  by  his  sheep  ; used  in  soiling  his  numerous  horses ; and 
immense  quantities  made  into  hay.  His  crops  of  1802  I 
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viewed  with  much  pleasure,  and  found  them  very  great 
indeed.  In  such  an  extent  they  are  necessarily  sown  at 
different  seasons  for  succession,  both  winter  and  spring. 
Some  he  has  dibbled ; but  intends  drilling  many  in  future. 

Mr.  M.  H 1M.  only  winter  tares  for  soiling  his  horses. 

Sowing  tares  for  summer  feeding  sheep,  Mr.  Henry- 
Blythe  remarks,  is  an  absolutely  new  improvement  ha 
the  husbandry  of  West  Norfolk,  and  he  thinks  it  a very 
great  and  important  one ; he  does  not  know  who  first  in- 
troduced it:  be  is  largely  in  the  pratElice  himself,  sowing 
both  winter  and  spring  sorts,  and  in  succession. 

Mr.  Du&sgate  is  in  this  husbandry. 

I found  Mr.  Hart,  at  Billingford,  feeding  off  his 
spring  tares,  the  winter  ones,  first  growth,  being  done : 
the  sheep  were  in  pens  moving  regularly  forward; 
brought  in  at  night,  and  in  the  day  on  the  layers : a piece 
of  20  by  30  yards  given  every  day  to  400  breeding  ewes. 
They  draw  back  on  the  cleared  land,  not  resting  on  the 
unfinished  tares.  They  were  sown  on  a two  years  ollond, 
and  as  fast  as  cleared,  the  land  was  tempered  for  wheat. 
Winter  tares  fed  off  in  May  in  the  same  field,  are  now, 
in  August,  a fine  crop  again  for  the  sheep,  when  they 
finish  tire  spring  ones. 


SECT.  XIV. — CABBAGES. 

The  Rev.  J.  Forby,  of  Fincham,  was  a most  successful 
cultivator  of  this  plant.  T wo  acres  produced  28  tons  per 
acre,  carried  off  the  land,  a strong  wet  loam  on  clay; 
two  adjoining  acres  of  turnips  were  fed  off  with  sheep : 
the  whole  sown,  after  three  earths,  with  oats,  to  the  eye 
perfectly  equal,  and  the  whole  produce  90  coombs,  or  12 
quarters  per  acre*  Seeds  took  well,  and  be  cut  nine  tons 
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of  hay.  No  manure  for  either  cabbage  or  turnip.  Cab- 
bages never  exhausted  his  land,  which  always  worked  better 
for  bai  ley  or  oats  than  his  turnip  land.  No  cattle  could  do 
better  than  his  cows  when  on  cabbages,  and  the  cream  and 
butter  free  from  any  disagreeable  taste.  The  seed  was  al- 
ways sown  as  early  in  the  spring  as  possible,  on  land  well 
sheltered,  dunged,  and  dug.  The  moment  he  perceived 
the  fly  on  the  young  plants,  he  sowed  the  beds  with  wood- 
ashes,  which  instantly  destroyed  the  fly,  and  so  far  from 
hurting  the  plants,  that  it  was  astonishing  to  see  how  they 
were  invigorated  by  it.  They  were  planted  out  the  third 
or  fourth  week  in  May.  Mr.  Forby  always  mucked 
the  land  intended  for  the  crop  soon  after  Michaelmas, 
which  he  found  far  preferable  to  doing  it  just  before  plant- 
ing. In  a very  severe  frost  which  destroyed  all  the  tur- 
nips, Mr.  Forby’s  cabbages  escaped,  aud  were  of  im- 
mense use. 

Subsequent  to  this  communication  he  further  informed 
me,  that  he  had  never  seen  any  piece  of  land  at  Fine  ham 
planted  part  with  cabbages  and  part  with  turnips,  where 
the  former  did  not  exceed  the  latter  four-fold  at  least. 
Doubts  having  been  expressed  whether  they  did  not  im- 
poverish the  land,  he  formed  an  experiment  upon  a 
course  of  crops  to  ascertain  that  point,  by  a rotation  which 
would  prove  it,  if  the  fa£t  were  so.  The  land  middling, 
let  at  12s.  an  acre.  He  spread  14  loads  per  acre  of  dung 
on  a wheat  stubble,  and  ploughed  it  in  soon  after  Michael- 
mas. Three  ploughings  more  were  given,  and  cabbages 
planted  in  June:  then  oats:  then  wheat.  No  person  in 
the  parish  had  cleaner  oats  or  wheat,  nor  any  such  large 
crops ; 1 5 coombs  an  acre  of  oats,  and  six  coombs  one  bushel 
of  wheat ; and  two  years  in  five,  1 9 coombs  an  acre  of  oats, 
and  nine  coombs  one  bushel  of  wheat.  No  sheep  or  cattle 
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fed  on  the  land  at  any  time,  nor  other  dressing  given,  ex- 
cept the  third  year,  as  above,  for  the  cabbages. 

This  gentleman  tried  the  red  garden  cabbage,  and  found 
them  very  hardy,  and  come  to  141b.  but  they  demand  more 
time  for  growing  than  green  sorts ; of  which  those  streak- 
ed with  red  veins  are  best,  and  most  durable.  He  hung 
those  up  for  seed  for  two  months  after  Christmas.  Did 
not  approve  of  setting  the  stalk  only,  as  the  side  branches 
were  apt  to  break  off ; each  good  plant  yielded  ilb.  of 
seed:  he  dried  it  on  hurdles  raised  on  stakes:  and  if  the 
ground  was  fine  under  them  and  dunged,  it  became  a seed- 
bed. 

Mr.  Coke  has  cultivated  the  large  cattle  cabbage  13 
or  14  years,  and  got  very  fine  crops,  which  yielded  more 
food  than  turnips,  on  good  sands : he  has  had  up  to  20 
acres  per  annum.  He  sowed  the  seed  in  February,  and 
transplanted  as  soon  as  the  plants  were  large  enough,  con- 
tinuing till  the  beginning  of  July.  Manured  as  for  turnips, 
IO  loads  per  acre.  The  expense  the  same  as  that  of  turnips. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  has  every  year  a few  acres, 
to  use  in  frosty  weather,  finding  a load  of  great  use  for  his 
cows  in  the  morning:  he  sows  the  seed  in  February,  and 
plants  in  June,  the  rows  three  feet  by  two  and  an  half:  he 
is  clear  that  an  acre  produces  double  the  food  of  an  acre 
of  contiguous  turnips ; and  does  not  observe  any  defedf  in 
the  barley  that  follows. 

Mr.  Rishton  has  cultivated  cabbages,  and  has  known 
as  good  barley  after  them,  though  carted  off,  as  after  tur- 
nips fed  late  on  the  land.  His  method  of  culture  was  to 
sow  the  seed  the  first  week  in  February,  once  to  remove 
the  plants,  and  set  them  out  by  the  4th  of  June:  hand- 
hoed  theta,  earthing  up : then  ran  the  double  earth-board 
plough  between  the  rows,  and  the  hand-hoes  after  to  draw 
the  eafch  still  higher  up.  He  planted  by  a marking  rake, 
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with  three  teeth,  at  three  feet  asunder,  drawn  along  and 
across  the  lands,  and  set  the  plants  at  the  intersections. 

Mr.  Fowel  cultivated  Scotch  kale  in  1801.  The  seed 
was  sown  in  a bed  in  April,  and  transplanted  the  middle 
of  June,  in  rows  at  three  feet,  and  the  same  distance  from 
plant  to  plant,  on  three  acres.  They  were  kept  clean  by 
hand-hoeing,  and  fed  off  by  sheep.  They  yielded  abun- 
dance of  food  ; but  he  thought  the  sheep  did  not  take  kind- 
ly to  them  ; the  use,  however,  was  very  great,  as  his  tur- 
nips rotted.  This  year  he  intended  a crop,  but  the  seed 
was  bad  and  failed.  The  barley  was  as  good  as  after  tur- 
nips. 

In  1784, 1 remarked  in  xht  Annals  of  Agriculture,  vol.  ii. 
p.  365,  the  great  superiority,  on  my  own  farm,  of 
borecole,  &cc.  drilled  and  left  without  transplanting,  to  that 
which  was  transplanted,  and  thence  recommended  the 
practice ; which  was,  I believe,  the  first  public  hint  given 
of  it. 


COLE-SEED. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistor,  in  Fleg,  alwavs  hand-hoes 
his  cole-seed  once,  with  seven  inch  hoes,  giving  the  same 
price  (6s.  6d.  an  acre)  as  for  the  two  turnip  hoeings.  The 
benefit  is  very  great,  not  only  in  cleaning  the  land,  but 
also  in  the  growth  of  the  plants:  they  stand  the  winter 
much  better  than  unhoed  crops,  spreading  on  the  ground, 
instead  of  running  up,  and  being  exposed  and  cut  by 
frosts. 

Cole-seed,  in  the  fens  of  Marshland,  on  paring  and 
burning,  runs  to  thick  stalk,  and  that  quite  brittle,  and  is 
excellent  for  stock;  but  at  Walpole  it  is  inferior. 
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SECT.  XV. — CARROTS. 

It  is  a remarkable  circumstance,  that  carrots  should  hare 
been  an  article  of  common  cultivation,  in  a distridl  of  Suf- 
folk, for  more  than  200  years,  and  yet  that  so  valuable  a 
crop  should  not,  in  all  that  time,  have  travelled  into  this 
neighbouring  county,  where  there  are  such  great  quan- 
tities of  land  so  perfectly  adapted  to  the  husbandry. 

Forty  years  ago,  Mr.  Fellowes,  at  Shottesham,  cul- 
tivated carrots  with  much  success:  he  got  600  bushels  per 
acre,  which  were  used  for  horses  and  cows : the  former 
never  did  better,  and  the  butter  from  the  latter,  of  superior 
quality. 

They  were  pretty  much  cultivated  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  between  Norwich  and  Yarmouth — nearer  to 
the  former;  the  farmers  trench -ploughed  for  them,  and 
sowed  in  February  ; hoed  in  two  months  after  ; thrice  in 
all,  at  a guinea  an  acre,  and  barley  succeeded. 

Mr.  Woodbine  cultivated  carrots  at  Packsfield,  near 
Rainham,  a farm  of  Marquis  Townshend’s,  success- 
fully ; giving  his  labourers  5s.  3d.  per  last  of  84  bushels, 
for  digging,  topping,  heaping,  and  loading:  he  tried  them 
in  fatting  30 hogs;  and  weighing  one  fairly  chosen,  and 
again  after  twenty  28  days,  found  he  had  gained  three 
stone  ilb.  paying  2s.  a week.  They  were  sold  to  drovers 
for  the  London  iparket : he  then  put  up  40  more,  giving 
some  pease  with  the  carrots,  which  made  better  flesh. 

Mr.  Forby,  of  Fincham,  for  some  years  kept  carrots 
without  suffering  from  the  severest  frosts,  by  forming  a 
platform  of  earth,  six  inches  above  the  level  and  two  feet 
and  a half  wide ; on  this  a sprinkling  of  dry  straw,  and 
then  a row  of  carrots,  with  their  tops  all  on,  and  turned 
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outwards,  the  tails  lapping  over  one  another;  so  that  the 
width  covered  with  carrots  was  about  two  feet ; the  small 
ones  topped  and  laid  in  the  middle:  on  every  two  or  three 
rows  a little  dry  straw,  and  thus  to  the  height  of  four 
feet,  the  tops  well  covered  with  dry  straw ; another  row 
parallel,  with  room  for  a person  to  walk  between  : these 
alleys  at  last  filled  with  straw,  and  the  outside  guarded 
with  bundles  of  straw,  staked  down,  01  set  fast  with 
hurdles,  to  prevent  the  wind  blowing  the  straw  away. 

But  the  person  who  made  the  greatest  exertions  in  this 
husbandry,  was  Robert  Billing,  a farmer  at  Weasen- 
ham,  who  had  them  on  a scale  of  20,  30,  and  40  acres 
per  annum,  during  four  or  five  years ; gained  some  pre- 
miums from  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts, 
and  published  a pamphlet  on  the  subjedl. 


SECT.  XVI. — MUSTARD. 

Much  cultivated  from  March  to  Wisbeach,  and  about 
the  latter  place.  A good  crop  will  yield  five  or  six 
coombs  per  acre,  and  it  sells  at  from  8s.  to  21s.  a bushel. 
It  is,  after  being  in  full  blossom,  subjedl  to  a fly,  which 
damages  it  greatly. 

In  the  newly-inclosed  lands  of  Marshland  Smeeth,  mus- 
tard is  the  chief  crop.  They  ploughed  the  old  grass  of  that 
rich  common  once,  and  after  one  or  two  harrowings,  sowed 
a quarter  of  a peck  of  seed  per  acre,  from  Candlemas  to  the 
end  of  March ; hand-hoed  the  plants  once  or  twice,  as 
wanted,  thinning  and  setting  them  out  at  nearly  equal 
distances.  The  crop  is  reaped  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber, and  tied  in  sheaves,  leaving  it  three  or  four  days  on 
the  stubble : it  is  stacked  in  the  field,  and  these  stacks  are 
called  pies.  If  it  gets  rain  in  the  field,  it  turns  grey,  and 
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loses  half  its  value.  The  Smeeth  is  now  full  of  these 
stacks,  and  the  season  has  proved  highly  favourable.  It 
is  threshed  in  the  autumn,  being  left  for  a sweat,  which 
improves  the  colour.  A good  crop,  such  as  they  have 
got  this  year,  amounts  to  six  or  seven  coombs  an  acre, 
and  the  present  price  at  Lynn  is  20s.  a bushel.  From 
this  account  it  is  not  surprizing  that  the  Smeeth  of  1500 
acres,  letts  at  3I.  The  price,  however,  is  sometimes  so 
low  as  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  a bushel.  They  intend,  according 
to  the  common  praitice  near  Wisbeach,  & c.  to  sow  four 
crops  in  succession  ; the  second  is  usually  as  good  as  the 
first : and  after  four  years  mustard,  a crop  of  wheat,  then 
fallow. 

In  old  cultivated  lands,  four  or  five  coombs  a good  crop.  • 

SECT.  XVII. — HEMP  AND  FLAX. 

Mr.  Algur,  of  Buckenham,  had  a three-acred  piece 
under  this  course  for  many  years : 

1.  Hemp,  dunged  for, 

2.  Wheat; 

and  the  wheat  was  always  very  good  ; more  apt  to  be  too 
great  than  too  small  a crop.  Most  of  the  cottagers  in  that 
vicinity  have  a patch  of  hemp,  which  is  a great  relief  to 
them : it  is  very  profitable,  and  finds  the  families  much 
employment. 

As  an  instance  of  the  inefficacy  of  the  bounty,  Mr. 
Algur,  though  long  a hemp-grower,  never  applied  for 

it* . 

This  culture,  in  the  vicinity  of  Diss,  has  greatly  de- 
clined } there  is  scarcely  one-tenth  grown  of  what  there 
was  some  years  past : this  is  chiefly  attributed  to  the  high 
price  of  wheat.  Forty  stone  from  the  break,  an  average 
crop ; bunching  and  heckling  now  zod.  a stone,  and  a 
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good  hand  will  do  one  stone  and  a half  in  a day.  The 
spinners  earn  from  4d.  to  8d.  a day. 

Mr.  Rainbeard,  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry 
of  Forehoe,  cultivates  hemp  every  year,  to  supply  a part 
of  what  is  uunufa&ured  in  the  house  ; and  in  the  water- 
ing of  it,  has  a contrivance  which  1 do  not  remember  see- 
ing elsewhere,  by  means  of  which  it  is  deposited  in  the 
pit,  without  any  necessity  of  a single  person  being  wet, 
a pretence  in  common  for  making  the  farmer’s  tap  bleed 
pretty  freely.  The  pond  is  an  old  marie  pit,  with  a re- 
gular slope  from  one  side  (where  the  hemp  is  prepared)  to 
the  depth  of  eight  feet  on  the  other  side  : on  the  slope 
above  the  water,  the  hemp  is  built  into  a square  stack, 
upon  a frame  of  timber,  of  such  a height  as  will  float  and 
bear  a man  without  wetting  his  feet : this  is  slid  down 
upon  the  frame  into  the  water,  and  when  floating,  drawn 
away,  a person  on  the  opposite  bank  drawing  the  floating 
stack  to  the  spot  where  it  is  to  be  sunk,  and  on  which  it  is 
built  to  the  requisite  weight. 

He  finds  it  docs  soonest  at  bottom,  and  would  not  ob- 
ject to  sixteen  feet  depth  of  water. 

By  means  of  this  very  useful  contrivance,  he  can  put 
in  a waggon-load  in  an  hour. 

The  sheaves  are  taken  out  in  the  common  manner, 
sheaf  by  sheaf : here  wants  a further  improvement,  easy 
to  be  effe&ed. 

In  the  parish  of  W yndham,  a farmer  had,  about  seven 
years  ago,  some  land  (four  acres  and  a half),  dunged  and 
ploughed,  and  designed  for  fallow  for  wheat;  Mr.  Rain- 
beard  seeing  the  field,  advised  him  tojsow  hemp  before 
taking  wheat,  which  he  did,  on  one  acre  and  a half;  he 
bought  t!ie  hemp  at  81.  8s.  an  acre,  as  it  stood,  and  the  far- 
mer sowed  the  whole  wit!)  wheat;  and  the  crop  was  so 
much  cleaner  and  better  after  the  hemp  than  after  the  fal- 
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low,  that  the  farmer  told  Mr.  Rainbeard  that  he  lost 
20I.  by  not  following  his  advice  upon  the  whole  piece. 
Account  seven  miles  round  Diss,  Lopham,  &c. 

EXPENSES  : 

d- 

Rent  • - - - - 200 

Tithe  - - - - 050 

Rates  - - - - 050 

Ten  pecks  of  seed,  at  is.  6d.  - - o 15  o 

Sowing  - - - - 006 

Three  earths  - - - 0120 

Five  harrowings  - - _ 026 

Ten  loads  of  farm-yard  dung  - - 200 

£•(>  o o 

On  an  average,  sells  as  it  stands  (hemp  selling 
from  the  break  at  6s.  6d.)  for  _£.8  8 o 

Expenses  - - 600 


Profit 

1 

N> 

CO 

0 

Suppose  the  crop  40  stone,  dew-retted : 

Pulling  and  spreading, 

turning  and  tying 

- 

1 5 0 

Breaking,  is.  3d.  a stone 

2 10  0 

Forty  stone,  at  6s.  6d. 

£-9  15  0 

- £.12  10 

0 

Expenses 

9 »5 

0 

Profit  * - 

- £-2  l5 

0 

\ 

Price  of  hemp,  from  the  break,  in 

s.  d. 


1789  Hemp  bought  at  - 50  per  stone. 

1790  Ditto  - 56 

*79* 
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1791  Hemp  bought  at  - 

s.  d. 

5 0 per  stone. 

per  acre. 

1792  Ditto  - 

- - . 

£a  »5  0 

1793  Ditto 

- 

600 

1794  Ditto 

7 6 

660 

1795  Ditto 

7 • 0 

7 7 0 

1796  Ditto 

6 . 6 

7 7 0 

1797  Ditto 

7 0 

7 7 0 

1798  Ditto 

6 0 

660 

1799  Ditto 

6 0 

0 

0 

1800  Ditto 

8 0 

990 

The  difference  of  price  between  dew  and  water-retted 
used  to  be  reckoned  2s.  a stone ; but  is  now  full  3s.  on 
the  average. 

Forty  stones  of  hemp  from  the  break  will  make  40 
stones  of  tow,  it  being  weighed  from  the  break  at  14-  lb. 
to  the  stone,  and  that  of  tow  is  only  10  lb.  At  6s.  6d. 
a stone  from  the  break,  it  is  worth  8s.  the  stone  from  the 
heckle.  The  bunching  is  valued  at  8d.  a stone,  and  the 
heckling  tod.  In  the  House  of  Industry  they  have  a 
very  simple  machine  for  bunching:  men,  by  turning  a 
winch,  move  semi-circular  cogg’d  wheels  of  iron,  which 
lift,  every  moment,  one  of  four  perpendicular  beaters, 
and  let  them  fall  on  the  hemp  coiled  under  them  to  re- 
ceive the  stroke. 

Estimation  of  the  quantity  of  hemp  raised  in  the  hemp 


district  of  Norfolk. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Old  Buckenhan 

20 

Roydon 

s 

Carleton 

8 

Bressicgham 

10 

Banham 

20 

Fersfield 

10 

Winfarthing 

12 

Diss 

10 

Kenninghall 

6 

Shelfhanger 

s 

The  Lophams 

3° 

Burston 

5 

Garboldsham 

8 

Gissing 

5 

Asladton 
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Acre*. 

Acrei. 

Asla&on 

5 

Starston 

- I 

Forncet 

3 

Schole 

3 

Waketon 

2 

Brockdish 

7 

Tibenham 

2 

Needham 

8 

Titshall 

I 

Fretton 

- 

7 

Shimpling 

I 

Drickleborough 

3 

202 

Harleston 

S 

— 

It  may  amount 

to  about  200  acres. 

Mr.  Geo.  Eaton,  linen 

-weaver,  informed 

me,  that 

about  Diss  there  is  not  so  much  hemp  grown  as  before 
the  price  of  wheat  was  so  high,  by  a third  or  fourth.  It 
is  affe&ed  also  by  the  high  price  of  turnip  seed ; for  the 
cottagers,  &c.  sow  turnips  on  their  hemp  grounds,  and  if 
seed  be  high,  they  let  them  stand  for  a crop,  instead  of 
sowing  hemp  every  year  in  the  common  manner.  The 
necessity  of  manuring  for  every  crop  of  hemp,  impedes 
much  the  increase  of  it  under  any  circumstances. 


ACCOUNT  OF  AN  ACRE. 


£ 

s. 

d 

Rent,  tithe,  and  rates 

3 

0 

0 

Manuring  20  loads  / - 

5 

0 

0 

Five  earths  ... 

r 

S 

0 

Harrowing 

0 

2 

6 

Seed,  io  pecks,  at  2s. 

1 

0 

0 

Pulling  ... 

0 

»5 

O 

Dew-retting  spreading,  2S.  6d.  turning^. 

6d’)  0 

12 

0 

getting,  5s. 

Breaking  40  stone,  at  141b.  is.  6d. 

3 

0 

0 

£•14  14 

6 

Value 
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£■ 

s. 

d. 

£• 

J. 

d. 

Value  then,  8s.  6d.  a stone 

j 7 

O 

0 

Expenses 

- 

14 

H 

6 

Profit 

5 

6 

Bunching  and  heckling,  is 

i.  6d. 

on  40  stone 

3 

O 

0 

£ 

'•17 

*4 

6 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

Value  then  40  stone,  at  10s. 

6d. 

2 I 

0 

0 

Expenses 

- 

17 

H 

6 

Profit 

£■3 

5 

6 

Spinning  10  clews,  at8d. 

per  stone. 

6s. 

8d. 

1 3 

6 

8 

Half  bleaching,  40  stone, 

at  2s.  id. 

(ch 

liefly  ‘ 

l 4 

6 

8 

labour) 

- 

- 

/ * 

Winding  on  bobbins,  40  stone 

- 

1 

0 

0 

Weaving,  40  stone 

- 

- 

8 

0 

0 

Bleaching  the  cloth  (nearly 

all  labour), 

3 

6 

8 

Total  culture  and  manafa£ture  of  every  acre  £.47  14  6. 

A good  spinner  earns  8d.  a day. 

A middling  one,  6d.  a day. 

A bad  one,  or  child,  4d.  a day. 

The  weavers,  7 s.  to  14s.  a week. 

Women  ditto,  10s.  or  12s.  One  girl,  12s.  but  an  ex. 
Iraordinary  instance. 

The  price  of  dew-retted  hemp  has  risen  from  6s.  6d.  to 
8s.  6d.  in  two  years.  The  war  increases  the  demand  for 
their  linens,  while  the  culture  of  the  raw  material  falls  off: 
this  obliges  them  to  mix  Russian  flax  with  it,  the  warp 
of  one  sort,'  the  woof  of  the  other:  but  nothing  equals 
their  own  hemp  for  duration  and  strength.  The  bounty 

of 
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of  3d.  a stone  did  not  much  good ; but  the  discontinuance 
of  it  did  mischief.  Mr.  Eaton  thinks,  that  if  a bounty 
of  6d.  were  given,  it  would  have  a good  effedt  when  wheat 
is  cheap. 

Mr.  Richardson,  of  Fritton. — Most  hemp  in  Lop- 
hams,  Garboldsham,  Kenninghali,  Banham,  Buckenbam, 
Diss,  Bressingham,  Palgrave. 

The  soil  a rich  mellow  loam,  on  a clay  bottom  ; worth 
25s.  an  acre  ; friable,  mixed,  and  easy  working. — 
Manure,  20  good  loads,  a compost ; three  or  four  earths 
given;  the  best  time,  the  beginning  of  May  ; 13  pecks  of 
seed.  No  selection.  They  pull  in  12  or  13  weeks  from 
sowing  ; here  they  water-ret,  in  other  places,  dew-ret, 
the  former  best  for  fineness,  but  equal  in  strength : in  the 
water,  from  three  to  five  or  six  days ; dew-retting,  from 
three  to  six  weeks.  Dew-retted  is  seldom  finer  than  2s. 
a yard ; water-retted,  to  5s.  Showers,  whether  for  water 
or  dew-retted,  are  necessary.  As  a crop,  hemp  is  pro- 
fitable, but  yields  no  manure;  Mr.  Richardson  has 
100  acres  of  land  that  would  do  for  it.  On  a layer  it  is 
good,  hut  another  crop  first,  and  then  without  manure ; 
an  average  crop,  40  stone:  now  at  12s.  a stone  water- 
retted  ; dew-retted,  9s.  The  common  price  of  seven 
years,  6s.  dew,  and  water-retted  8s.  This  price  will 
not  increase  the  culture,  because  wheat  is  so  high ; nor 
is  profitable,  for  want  of  manure : if  he  did  not  want  it 

for  his  fabric,  he  would  not  sow  any. 

£•  d' 

Rent,  tithe,  and  rates  - - 200 

Seed,  13  pecks,  at  2s.  - - 160 

Manure  - - - 500 

Three  earths  - - - O 15  O 

Harrow  and  sow  - . -05© 

Pulling, 
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Pulling,  retting,  spreading,  lifting,  turning, 
binding,  and  housing 
Breaking  40  stone,  at  is.  6d. 

At  7s.  6d.  it  only  pays 

Most  is  grown  by  cottagers  in  bits,  roods,  and  half  acres 
of  land  ; few  have  so  much  as  an  acre : Russian  hemp  is 
fit  only  for  coarse  goods,  being  deficient  in  fineness, 
strength,  and  colour.  A relation,  at  LowestofF,  made 
nets  of  it  at  the  same  price  as  Russian  good  hemp ; but  it 
would  not  last  in  salt  water  so  long  as  the  Russian  ; but 
Russian  linen  is  far  inferior  in  strength  to  our  own  home- 
made. They  could  always  sell  more  home  hemp  sheeting 
than  is  possible  to  make,  and  those  who  cannot  get  it,  and 
buy  Russian,  find  a vast  difference.  But  coarse  sheeting 
is  made  of  the  refuse  of  all ; fine  sheeting,  3s.  6d.  a yard, 
five-quarters  wide. 

If  encouragement  was  given  to  the  growth,  it  would  be 
a very  good  thing  for  the  poor ; for  it  is  of  great  benefit 
to  them  ; and  would  answer  better  to  them  than  potatoes : 
a rood  pays  their  rent,  and  keeps  them  in  employment. 
The  4d.  a stone  bounty  was  not  worth  going  for ; to  encou- 
rage it  by  6d.  a stone,  instead  of  3d.  might  do  a little  good. 
Mr.  Richardson  never  claimed  the  4d.  though  he  grew 
for  tliree  years.  Not  half  the  hemp  raised  now,  that  he 
remembers,  thougli  the  price  is  doubled.  Where  they 
used  to  have  hemp,  they  now  have  wheat.  And  little 
farmers  had  more  than  large  ones  at  present. 

A small  quantity  is  cultivated  around  Downham,  by 
fanners  who  sell  it  to  cottagers,  at  5I.  to  iol.  an  acre,  as 
it  grows:  they  sow  wheat  after  it,  and  always  have  good 
crops : they  muck  for  the  hemp. 

The ' 


J 
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The  following  is  an  answer  I sent  to  some  Queries  trans- 
mitted to  me  on  the  subjefl  of  the  increasing  the  growth  of  hemp. 

The  only  account  to  which  I can  at  present  have  re- 
course, to  discover  what  is  the  import  of  hemp,  is  a detail 
of  imports  of  merchandize  from  ail  the  world,  from  the 
5th  of  January,  1792,  to  the  5th  of  January,  1793,  in 
which  rough  hemp  is  set  down  at  614,362  cwt.,  value 
522,207!.  Whether  this  includes  the  import  for  the  Royal 
Navy,  I know  not,  but  in  the  following  calculations, 
must  presume  that  it  does  include  the  whole.  It  makes 
30,718  tons,  at  17I.  a ton,  or  2s.  ijd.  a stone  of  141b. 
from  which  price  I conclude  that  this  hemp  is  in  its  very 
earliest  stage  of  dressing.  Hemp  sold  in  England,  in  1796, 
at  61I.  IOs.  a ton. — Annals,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  79. 

The  hemp  lands  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Cambridge, 
Suffolk,  and  Dorset,  yield  nearly  the  same  crops;  from 
35  to  50  stone  per  acre ; 40  may  be  considered  as  an 
average  crop ; in  which  ratio  it  takes  exa&ly  four  acres  to 
produce  a ton,  and  120,000  acres  for  the  quantity  import- 
ed of  30,000  tons. 

I cannot  conceive  that  it  is  impracticable  to  add  120,000 
acres  to  our  hemp  grounds,  even  in  England  alone ; cer- 
tainly not  in  England  and  Ireland  together.  But  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  add  a tenth  part  of  that  space,  without 
giving  a most  decided  and  effeClive  encouragement. 

The  former  bounties  per  stone,  had  no  effeCt  whatever — 
they  did  not  occasion  a single  acre  extraordinary  to  be 
sown ; and  I personally  know,  that  many  persons  who 
cultivated  hemp,  did  not  even  think  them  worth  applying 
for  ; the  forms  were  so  difficult  and  tedious. 

I have  not  the  aCf  to  recur  to,  to  know  exaCUy  their 
amount,  but  it  was  either  3d.  or  4d.  a stone ; at  the  latter, 
40  stone  gave  only  13s.  4d.  an  acre  bounty  ; totally  insuf- 
ficient as  an  encouragement  for  an  article  which  we  know 
is  not  extended  under  a bounty  of  from  eight  to  ten  times 

that 
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that  encouragement  in  the  price  of  the  commodity.  The 
rise  cannot  be  estimated  at  less,  on  an  average,  than  2s.  a 
stone  from  the  breaker.  Y et  this  great  advance  does  not 
extend  the  cultivation.  In  all  these  articles  there  is  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  price  falling,  if  generally  gone  into.  Two 
-shillings  a stone  is  a bounty  of  four  pounds  per  acre — but 
being  liable  to  a fall  in  price,  it  has  little  or  no  effedt. 

There  are  other  circumstances  whicli  unite  to  prove, 
that  a bounty,  to  be  efFedlive,  must  be  very  large.  It  would 
not  be  easy  very  greatly  to  extend  the  culture  without 
ploughing  up  grass-lands  for  the  purpose;  nothing  pre- 
pares for  hemp  so  well  as  the  land  lying  under  grass ; but 
landlords  do  not  admit  grass  to  be  ploughed  by  tenants ; 
and  as  the  latter  would  reap  all  the  profit,  of  course  they 
would  give  no  indulgence  where  they  would  reap  no  ad- 
vantage. This  reduces  the  objedt  to  the  grass-lands  in  the 
hands  of  the  proprietors,  unless  the  parties  were  enabled 
to  divide  the  bounty. 

The  land  which  will  produce  profitable  crops  of  hemp, 
is  applicable  to  various  other  beneficial  purposes ; and  to 
induce  men  who  possess  such  land  to  varv  from  their 
common  objedts,  would  demand  a very  powerful  impulse. 

There  seem  to  be  but  two  ways  to  give  this  impulse ; 
one  by  a general  bounty  per  acre  (per  stone  would  be  more 
liable  to  fraud)  on  all  hemp  that  produced  35  stones  and 
upwards  per  acre : the  other,  to  dispatch  intelligent  per- 
sons through  all  the  hemp  distridls,  and  others  where  the 
soil  is  rich  enough,  to  form  contradls  with  all  persons 
willing  and  able  to  raise  the  commodity  largely ; engaging 
to  take  all  they  produced,  not  less  than  tons,  at  a 

given  price,  for  five  years. 

To  engage  for  such  a period  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary, for  undoubtedly  a man  would  not  plough  up  good 
grass  for  any  inducement  of  a shorter  duration. 

I do  not  conceive  that  a less  bounty  than  5I.  per  acre 

would 


Digitized  by  Google 


HEMP  AND  FLAX, 


336 

would  have  the  desired  effeCt ; and  the  only  limitation  thus 
would  be  admissible,  would  be  to  limit  it  to  a certain  sum, 
for  instance,  6oo,oool. ; and  if  the  claimants  exceeded  it, 
then  to  be  divided  among  them  proportionably. 

If  the  other  method  of  contracting  were  adopted,  the 
price  must,  in  negotiation,  be  raised,  till  it  satisfied  them 
of  the  profits  of  the  undertaking:  ios.  or  tos.  6d.  a stone 
might  prove  sufficient : and  for  five  years  also. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  by  either  of  these  measures 
the  requisite  quantity  of  land  might  be  brought  into  this 
cultivation;  and  it  would  have  another  beneficial  effeCt,  of 
adding  to  the  culture  of  wheat — hemp  prepares  well  for 
that  grain,  which  is  commonly  sown  after  it. 

The  parts  of  the  kingdom  most  fitted  for  the  culture  of 
hemp  are,  the  rich  lands  of  Lincolnshire ; the  skirts  of 
the  fens  of  Cambridgeshire,  great  part  of  the  fens  them- 
selves ; all  the  upland-lands  enclosed  in  the  fens ; the 
coast  lands  of  Essex  and  Sussex ; the  coast,  and  various 
other  traCts  in  Dorset,  Somerset,  and  Devon ; and  much 
of  the  convertible  soil  laid  to  grass  in  all  the  central  coun- 
ties. In  Ireland,  large  districts  in  Limerick,  Tipperary, 
Roscommon,  Meath,  Sec. 

Ireland  producing  much  flax,  is  not  a proof  that  it  would 
do  for  hemp ; as  much  flax  is  sown  in  the  north  of  that 
kingdom  on  soils  not  adapted  to  hemp. 

The  private  advantage's  which  would  result  in  Ireland 
from  applying  public  money  to  the  encouragement  of  the 
growth  of  hemp,  would  depend  on  its  being  a measure  not 
of  the  moment.  To  induce  them  to  break  up  their  grass- 
land for  this  objeCt,  and  then  by  withdrawing  the  bounty 
leave  them  to  common  husbandry,  would  be  injurious, 
supposing  them  unwary  enough  so  to  be  led  astray. 

In  regard  to  pointing  out  individuals  able  to  contraCl 
for  the  delivery  of  hemp,  to  the  amount  of  50  or  100,00a 

acres ; 
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acres ; I could  not  name  them.  The  proper  way  would 
be  to  take  a journey  into  the  right  distritSls,  and  apply  to 
great  numbers,  with  powers  to  make  such  a contra£f ; a 
person  well  skilled  in  husbandry,  to  explain  the  benefits, 
and  answer  objections  and  doubts ; could  by  posting,  tra- 
verse a great  extent  of  country  in  a month,  if  he  knew  the 
right  roads  to  take,  and  a good  scattering  of  individuals  to 
apply  to  immediately.  Such  an  experiment  would  enable 
Government  to  ascertain  pretty  nearly  what  may  be  ex- 
pected. I am  of  opinion  that  many  thousand  acres  might 
thus  be  secured  for  sowing  next  spring. 

As  to  giving  any  assistance  by  advancing  capital,  I do 
not  conceive  it  to  be  in  the  least  degree  necessary.  The 
culture  is  not  expensive;  and  those  men  who  possess  or 
occupy  the  proper  land,  are  generally  in  sufficient  circum- 
stances for  the  Undertaking.  They  want  only  a sure  price 
for  a proper  number  of  years.  Men  who  are  in  want  of  .. 
so  small  a capital  are  not  likely  to  effeCl  the  business. 
But  attention  should  be  paid  to  procuring  large  quantities 
of  seed,  which  individuals,  in  case  of  a great  extension  of 
the  culture,  might  not  be  able  to  procure.  From  ten 
pecks  to  three  bushels  arc  sown  per  acre. 

The  plans  above  suggested  would  take  effeCl  upon  a 
very  large  scale  next  year. 

As  there  are  many  allusions  to  the  old  bounty  in  the 
queries,  it  is  necessary  to  observe,  that  they  require  so 
many  forms,  and  such  delay  in  payment,  that  no  exten- 
sion would  make  them  answer.  And  if  a bounty  should 
be  given  per  acre,  though  certain  forms  would  be  neces- 
sary, yet  these  should  be  as  simple  as  possible. 

One  objection  to  a bounty  is,  that  it  would  equally  en- 
courage and  reward,  at  the  expense  of  5I.  per  acre,  all 
the  hemp  which  would  be  cultivated  though  no  such  mea- 
sure was  adopted,  as  well  as  new  undertakings,  alone  in 

Norfolk.]  7.  contem- 
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contemplation.  Contra&ing  avoids  this:  it  also  admits 
a progressive  experiment  in  which  to  fee!  vour  way;  but 
a bounty  plunges  at  once  to  the  full  extent  of  the  measure* 

-—A.  Y. 


FLAX 

Is  much  cultivated  about  Wisbeach,  and  in  the  culti- 
vated parts  to  Downhatn,  at  Outwell,  &c.  Four  acres 
one  rood  was  this  year  sold  as  it  stood,  for  the  purchaser  to 
be  at  all  following  expenses,  for  1 61.  5s.  6d.  per  acre ; and 
as  high  as  17I.  has  been  given. 


SE€T.  XVIII. — SAINFOIN. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  plants  that  were  ever  intro- 
duced into  the  agriculture  of  this  kingdom,  and  it  may  be 
asserted,  without  danger  of  conti  adidlion*  that  it  has  been 
too  little  cultivated  in  Norfolk,  especially  in  periods  when 
the  price  of  corn  has  been  low. 

In  1784  Mr.  Coke  had  400  acres ; an  extent  to  which 
he  carried  this  excellent  grass,  in  order  to  he  able  to  feed 
off  all  his  turnips  by  the  end  of  March,  avoiding  thereby 
the  common  evil  of  permitting  them  to  run  up  to  blossom* 
for  supporting  the  flock  in  April,  by  which  the  succeed- 
ing barley  is  always  materially  damaged:  he  found  the 
object  well  answered.  The  hay  was  given  in  well  con- 
trived racks  on  wheels,  so  that  both  the  hay  and  the  sheep’s 
heads  while  feeding,  are  under  cover  from  rain.  A space 
sown  with  winter  tares  received  the  sheep  in  May,  if  the 
layers  were  not  ready  for  them. 

The  same  excellent  cultivator  then  made  an  experiment 
on  this  grass:  ten  acres  were  sown  with  an  addition  of  white 

clover ; 
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clover;  ten  with  trefoil;  ten  with  red  clover;  and  ten 
with  sainfoin  only.  The  result  was,  that  the  white  clover 
division  turned  out  the  best ; the  sainfoin  alone  the  next 
best ; then  the  trefoil,  and  the  red  clover  much  the  worst. 

Some  years  after  that  period  he  tried  ray-grass,  and  ap- 
proved of  it  much  better  than  any  other  plant  for  this  pur- 
pose, observing,  that  it  kept  down  the  blubber-grass,  so 
apt  to  come  with  sainfoin ; but  from  the  time  of  the  drill 
husbandry  being  adopted  he  has  left  off  all  additions:  the 
regularity  of  the  crop  being  so  great  that  all  spaces  are 
filled,  and  the  cleanness  of  the  land  being  trusted  to  against 
the  blubber. 

Mr.  Allen,  at  Stanhow,  had  very  fine  sainfoin  on  a 
rich  loamy  sand,  on  a clay  marie  bottom,  worth  16s.  an 
acre.  The  common  crop  was  two  tons  per  acre. 

In  1792,  Mr.  Bevan,  at  Riddlesworth,  sowed  two 
bushels  an  acre  of  sainfoin,  and  six  pound  of  clover  and 
trefoil,  to  give  a crop  the  first  year. 

1802.  It  got  full  of  rubbish,  did  not  answer,  and  was 
ploughed  up  after  four  or  five  years.  The  method  he  in- 
tends to  pursue  is,  to  turnip  his  land  for  two  years,  both 
fed  off  with  sheep,  and  to  lay  down  with  buck-wheat  in 
June;  sowing  four  bushels  of  sainfoin  per  acre:  he  did 
this  some  years  ago,  and  it  is  now  the  best  sainfoin  on  his 
farm.  He  has  now  28  acres  under  the  second  crop  of  tur- 
nips, to  be  thus  laid  down. 

Mr.  Bevan  has  sown  sainfoin  with  rye  to  good  effetSh 
Mr.  Ward,  of  West  Harling,  has  done  the  same,  and 
got  fine  crops. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  sowed  sainfoin  on  a deep  gravel,  and  it 
gave,  in  the  third  year,  one  load  and  a half  per  acre ; from 
the  repeated  failure  of  seeds,  he  has  been  induced  to  lay 
down  this  spring  48  acres.  The  barley  drilled  first  at  six 
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inches,  and  then  sainfoin  at  the  same  distance : three  bushels 
an  acre  each : looks  very  promising. 

The  Earl  of  Albemarle  made  an  experiment  which, 
though  not  in  the  bounds  of  Norfolk,  is  in  sight  of  it,  and 
therefore  I shall  mention  it  here : taking  into  his  own 
hands  an  immense  farm  of  4000  acres,  with  3000  sheep, 
and  wishing  to  provide  all  sorts  of  food  as  early  as  possible, 
he  ventured  to  sow  a field,  in  extremely  bad  order,  with 
sainfoin  alone  in  June:  the  fouiness  of  the  land  such,  that  , 
his  Lordship’s  hope  was  not  sanguine.  This  was  in  1801, 
and  the  crop  this  year,  1802,  was  among  the  very  finest 
he  had  ever  seen,  at  least  two  tons  and  a half  per  acre. 
The  result  is  remarkable,  and  will  certainly  bring  to  the 
reader’s  mind  the  husbandry  of  sowing  sainfoin  among 
couch  in  Gloucestershire,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Marshall.. 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  has  broken  up  sainfoin 
layers,  and  suffered  such  losses  by  the  red-worm,  that  he 
was  fearful  of  sowing  corn  upon  the  last  field  he  ploughed. 

He  therefore  ploughed  it  before  winter,  and  summer-fal- 
lowed it  for  turnips  wdthout  manure.  After  these  he  sowed 
barley,  which  crop  1 viewed,  and  found  very  fine;  not 
having  suffered  the  least  attack.  He  remarked,  that  the 
ploughing  before  winter  probably  contributed  to  the  de- 
strudlion  of  the  worm,  as  well  as  the  summer  tillage. 

Mr.  Overman  broke  up  another  field  by  thorough 
fallowing  for  turnips ; the  crop  very  good  ; he  then  sowed 
pease;  the  crop  middling:  turnips  again,  bad:  then  bar- 
ley, which  was  much  eaten  by  the  red-worm.  This  fol- 
lowed by  winter  tares,  now  (1802)  on  the  ground,  and  a 
bad  crop. 

Mr.  Coke,  of  Holkham,  pared  and  burnt  a sainfoin 
lay,  intending  turnips,  but  changing  his  mind  sowed  wheat, 
and  tire  red- worm  ate  half  of  it.  This  shews  that  this 
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operation  is  not  in  ail  cases  effective  against  that  destruc- 
tive animal. 

At  Holkham  there  is  much  gravel,  in  some  places  to  the  - 
depth  of  above  twelve  feet,  the  surface  a thin  covering 
of  sand  ; no  chalk  or  marie  beneath,  at  any  known  depth, 

I was  solicitous  to  ascertain  whether  this  soil  would  do  for 
sainfoin:  Mr.  Coke  assured  me  that  it  succeeded  very 
well  on  it ; but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  whole 
countrv  has  been  marled. 

Mr.  Overman  and  Mr.  Coke  drill  sainfoin  before 
drilling  barley,  in  the  contrary  direction  to  that  in  which 
the  barley  is  to  be  drilled,  the  rows  at  six  inches  and  three 
quarters.  Seed  three  bushels  an  acre,  and  perfectly  regu- 
lar ; much  more  so  than  the  generality  of  broad-cast  crops. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  father  and  grand-father  both  tried  sainfoin 
upon  very  deep  and  dry  gravels  j there  are  some  pits  15  or 
20  feet  deep  ; but  it  did  not  answer. 

It  is  much  approved  about  Binham : Mr.  England, 
in  breaking  it  up,  would  summer-fallow  for  wheat,  as 
after  laying  so  long  the  land  is  generally  foul. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  has  a very  fine  plant 
three  years  old,  from  drilling,  three  bushels  of  seed  per 
acre,  at  six  inches  three-quarter  rows;  it  is  common  to 
sow  from  four  to  five.  This  field  before  produced  little  or 
nothing,  and  was  over-run  by  rabbits  and  game.  He  gave 
a clean  summer-fallow  for  drilled  oats,  and  drilled  the  sain- 
foin across  the  oats. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornham,  broke  up  sainfoin  n 
years  old  by  a bastard  summer-fallow  for  oats ; the  wyer- 
worm  ate  up  the  crop : he  then  laid  on  10  loads  an  acre  of 
dung,  and  sowed  turnips,  which  came  to  nothing  (eaten 
also  I suppose  by  the  worm) ; then  barley,  and  got  15 
coombs  an  acre ; then  pease,  10  coombs  an  acre ; and  this 
year  (1802)  a great  crop  of  wheat. 

z 3 Mr. 


Digitized  by  Google 


LUCERNE. 


342 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  at  Harpley,  broke  up  a sainfoin 
layer  in  1802,  by  one  ploughing,  and  got  a fine  tilth  for 
•wheat  by  much  scarifying. 

Sir  M.  Folk.es  has  given  much  attention  to  sainfoin, 
but  not  with  success : he  has  prepared  for  it  by  two  crops, 
of  turnips  in  succession,  both  fed  on  the  land  by  sheep, 
yet  twitch  and  blubber-grass  ovcr-ran  the  crop  in  a few 
years,  and  some  in  that  case  has  been  spoiled  in  three  or 
four:  he  has  been  careful  not  to  feed  it  with  sheep;  and 
he  has  harrowed  it  the  third  year  severely,  cross  and  cross, 
and  from  corner  to  corner,  yet  without  destroying  the 
blubber.  By  reason  of  this  circumstance  the  culture  does 
not  flourish  at  all.  When  broken  up  it  is  fallowed  for 
wheat,  and  the  crop  generally  good. 


SECT.  XIX. — LUCERNE, 

Was  cultivated,  very  successfully,  thirty  years  ago,  by 
Sir  John  Turner,  at  Warham,  on  a turnip  sandy  loam, 
of  the  rent  of  7s.  6d.  an  acre : he  sowed  it  broad-cast 
after  turnips,  and  without  corn.  Every  spring  he  har- 
rowed it  severely,  till  it  carried  the  appearance  of  a fallow; 
manuring,  at  the  same  time,  with  six  loads  an  acre,  of 
rotten  dung.  It  was  cut  regularly  every  five  weeks,  and 
has  been  often  known  to  grow  from  22  to  26  inches  in  28 
days.  It  maintained  five  horses  per  acre,  from  the  middle 
of  April  to  Michaelmas : this,  at  only  2s.  per  horse  per 
week,  is  13I.  an  acre — at  4s.,  26b 

Mr.  Allen,  at  Stanhow,  had  drilled  lucerne  at  one 
foot,  which  succeeded  well  on  a good  loamy  sand,  on  a 
clay  marie  bottom. 

Mr. 
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Al'-  Fowell,  of  S net  ter  ton,  to  Arthur  Young, 
Esq. 

I beg  you  will  communicate  to  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  following  experiment,  on  feeding  horses  with 
green  lucerne. 

In  the  summer  of  1797,  I fallowed  a piece  of  land 
of  seven  acres,  being  part  of  a farm  belonging  to  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  situated  in 
the  parish  of  Snetierton,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and 
in  my  occupation.  The  soil  a sandy  loam,  upon  a clay 
marie  bottom,  worth  to  rent,  about  1 cs.  an  acre,  exclu- 
sivc  of  tythe. 

The  above  land,  in  June  of  the  before-mentioned 
year,  was  sown  with  turnips,  which  were  well  hoed;  the 
following  spring  it  was  properly  prepared,  and  the  last 
week  in  April,  was  sown  with  six  pecks  an  acre,  of  bar- 
ley, and  also  with  2olb.  of  lucerne  and  41b.  of  clover  art 
acre,  broad-cast,  which  were  harrowed  in  with  the  corn. 
In  the  summer  of  1799,  the  grass  produced  by  the  lucerne 
and  clover-seed,  was  mown  and  made  into  hay,  and  the 
after-grass  fed  with  cattle.  The  following  summer  ( 1 800) 
the  clover  disappeared,  and  left  an  abundant  crop  of  lu- 
cerne, a part  of  which  was  given  green  to  horses,  and  the 
remainder  mown  twice,  and  made  into  hay  ; but  as  no  re- 
gister was  made,  I cannof  state  any  particulars. 

In  the  summer  of  1801,  I determined  to  keep  an  ac-r 
curate  account  of  a certain  quantity,  the  result  of  which 
was  as  follows: 

On  the  nth  day  of  May  I began  mowing  4 acres 
I rood  and  24  perches  of  the  above  lucerne,  which  I had 
purposely  divided  off,  and  applied  it  by  feeding  ten  cart- 
horses, in  a walled-in  yard.  There  was  neither  hay  nor 
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• corn  given  to  the  horses,  except  the  first  two  weeks  they 
■were  taken  into  the  yard,  when  two  pecks  of  oats,  with 
some  chaff,  were  allowed  each  horse  per  week,  to  prevent 
any  ill  consequences  from  the  too  sudden  change  from  corn 
and  hay  to  green  food,  and  they  were  fed  entirely  from 
the  aforesaid  4 acres  1 rood  and  24  perches  of  lucerne,  till 
the  2 1st  of  Septemher  following,  making  exadfly  19  weeks 
from  the  period  of  their  hrst  going  into  the  yard.  I can- 
not state  with  accuracy  the  quantity  of  work  done  during 
the  above  19  weeks  by  the  ten  horses,  hut,  as  near  as  1 can 
estimate,  eight  out  of  the  ten  went  to  plough  or  other 
work,  nine  hours  every  day  (Sundays  excepted),  and 
were  in  excellent  condition  during  this  experiment.  The 
yard  in  which  the  horses  were  kept,  and  which  they  never 
quitted  except  when  at  work,  was  littered  with  refuse 
straw  from  other  yards,  green  weeds  from  borders  or 
waste  land,  or  any  other  refuse  litter  that  could  be  con- 
veniently procured.  The  dung  was  turned  over  after  the 
horses  were  taken  from  the  yard,  and  after  remaining 
about  a month  in  heaps,  produced  62  loads,  at  36  bushel? 
to  the  load.  The  grass  had  a slight  top-dressing  of  peat- 
ashes  the  first  winter,  and  lias  received  no  manuring  since, 
except  a .small  part,  which  did  no  material  good.  The 
first  mowing  commenced  the  nth  May,  when  it  was 
fifteen  inches  high  ; second  mowing  6th  July  ; third  mow- 
ing 18th  August. 

I was  induced  to  adopt  the  above  method  of  summer- 
feeding  horses,  from  the  inconvenience  I had  previously 
experienced,  from  having  but  a small  quantity  of  pasture 
land,  and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  preventing  them 
from  breaking  the  fences,  and  getting  into  and  damaging 
the  growing  crops  of  corn. 

Calculation  of  the  value  of  the  4 acres  1 rood  and 
£4  perches  of  lucerne,  above-mentioned : 
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^Keeping  JO  horses  19  weeks,  at  6s.  per  horse 


per  week  - 

- 

jC-57 

0 

0 

Sixty-two  loads  of  compost,  at  3s.  per  load 

- 9 

6 

0 

' 66 

6 

0 

Deduct  i\  coombs  of  oats,  at  12s.  £. 1 

10 

0 

Chaff  ...  0 

6 

0 

Refuse  straw  and  litter  2 

0 

0 

16 

3 

Total  - - 

62 

10 

0 

Or  per  acre 

- 

£■'3 

17 

4 

With  the  greatest  respecl,  I remain, 

SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

RICHARD  FOWELL. 

Snctterton,  near  Harling , 

Norfolk , I st  JDec.  1801. 

I viewed  the  crop  described  in  the  preceding  account, 
and  found  it  very  fine,  regular  and  clean:  Mr.  Fowell 
had  twelve  horses  soiling  on  it,  and  some  pigs  in  the  yard, 
which  had  nothing  else,  and  which  were  in  very  good 
order.  He  has  seven  acres ; has  sown  ten  more  with  this 
year’s  barley,  which  I examined,  and  found  it  had  taken 
perfedtly  well,  and  promised  to  be  a fine  crop : he  intends 
eight  acres  more  next  year,  meaning  to  mow  it  for  hay. 
The  ten  acres  are  the  half  of  a field,  the  other  half  sain- 
foin, for  comparison.  He  thinks  the  lucerne  will  beat 
the  sainfoin. 

Mr.  Bevan  sowed  at  Riddlesworth,  in  1793,  thirteen 
acres  broad-cast,  with  barley  ; seed  ten  pounds  an  acre, 
and  also  six  pounds  an  acre  of  red  clover,  on  good  sand, 
yvorth  12s.  an  acre.  In  1794  he  mowed  half  for  soiling 
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SECT.  XX. MANGEL  WURZEL. 

Sir  Mordaunt  Martin  has  cultivated  it  from  it» 
first  introdu£lion  ; and  generally  with  great  success.  Has 
usually  four  or  five  acres.  He  has  drilled  it  for  the  purpose 
of  better  cleaning;  drills  it  with  Cooke’s  wheat  cups,  so 
reduced  by  putty,  as  to  sow  half  a peck  an  acre.  But  in- 
tends it,  in  future,  broad-cast,  as  the  seeds  are  apt  to  be 
buried.  Sows  about  the  middle  of  May,  to  the  20th,  be- 
ing apt  to  run  to  seed  if  earlier.  He  is  persuaded  that  an 
acre  will  carry  more  cow  stock  than  an  acre  of  turnips. 
It  will  keep  hogs  perfectly  well,  but  better  for  large  than 
young  ones,  as  apt  to  scour  : if  he  wanted  them  for  hogs 
only,  he  would  still  have  them,  as  very  beneficial  for  that 
stock.  He  usually  sows  it  after  barley.  They  keep  in 
the  same  way  as  potatoes:  his  method  is  to  open  a furrow 
and  fill  it,  and  then  turn  two  furrows  over  the  roots,  ob- 
serving that  the  ridge  thus  formed,  is  left  sharp  to  shoot 
water  off.  He  has  a very  high  opinion  of  them,  and  found 
that  they  will  fatten  a beast  faster  than  any  root  he  has 
tried:  on  this  gravelly  loam,  they  yield  a much  better  crop 
than  either  carrots  or  parsnips. 

1802.  He  has  this  year  a flourishing  crop.  1 was  un- 
fortunate in  his  absence  when  I called  at  Burnham. 


SECT.  XXI. — POTATOES. 

The  quantity  of  potatoes  in  the  south  of  Norfolk,  is 
very  inconsiderable ; and  in  Fleg,  I saw  but  a thin  scat- 
tering of  very  small  pieces. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Everit  has  found  that  they  exhaust  the  soil  more 
than  any  thing. 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Catfield,  had  an  acre  two  years  ago, 
which  produced  48I.  at  6s.  a sack:  the  rest  of  the  field 
was  turnips ; then  wheat  after  the  potatoes,  and  barley 
after  the  turnips,  seeds  with  both ; and  now,  where  the 
potatocs'grew,  is  a bed  of  rubbish,  the  rest  clean. 

Mr.  Repton  has  raised  potatoes  for  the  consumption 
of  his  farm  ; but  not  when  he  has  any  prospect  of  buying 
them,  which  he  has  done  at  is.  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  a sack.  He 
steams  them  for  young  cattle,  &c.  having  a very  com- 
plete apparatus  for  the  purpose ; boils  five  coppers,  which 
steam  50  or  60  bushels  a day,  and  answers  well ; also  tur- 
nips, and  pours  their  liquor  on  to  cut  chaff,  giving  the 
whole  mixed  together;  it  answers  extremely  well;  the 
cattle  licking  it  up  with  great  avidity,  and. doing  perfedtly 
well  on  this  food. 

This  root  is  much  in  use  amongst  the  poor  at  Thorn- 
Jiam,  &c.  their  gardens  are  full  of  them- 

A good  many  near  and  around  Downham,  and  wheat 
after  them;  but  Mr.  Saffory  sows  barley,  for  he  has 
found  they  make  the  land  too  light  for  wheat. 


SECT.  XXII. — OF  THE  PRILL  HUSBANDRY, 

The  introdudtion  of  this  culture  has  given  a new  face 
lo  the  fields  of  West  Norfolk;  and  a new  sphere  of  inquiry 
to  the  agricultural  reporter.  Some  notes  respecting  this 
subjedt,  have  been  introduced  in  the  detail  of  particular 
crops ; but  more  general  observations  have  been  reserved 
for  this  sedtion, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Drozier,  of  Rudham — To  raise  a great  crop  of 
wheat,  how  would  you  put  it  in — would  you  drill  it? — 
No.  I would  dibble.  Mr.  Drozier,  last  harvest,  had 
dibbled  and  drilled ; the  dibbled  beat.  In  1800  he  had 
none  drilled  ; but  in  1802,  I heard  that  he  drilled  again. 

Mr.  Haring,  of  Ash  Wicken,  put  in  wheat,  dibbled 
one  row  on  a flag,  and  it  beat  the  drill. 

Mr.  Holland,  of  Bircham,  in  1799,  lost  half  his 
crop  of  barley  by  the  drill ; and  in  1800,  his  drilled  wheat 
was  much  too  thin : he  then  determined  to  drill  no  more. 
His  stubble  did  not  give  any  signs  of  bad  management. 
He  remarked,  that  he  has  seen  no  drilled  stubbles  that  do 
not  shew  gaps  much  more  numerous  than  ought  ever  to  be 
seen. 

' Mr.  Whiting,  of  Fring,  has  been  long  in  the  prac- 
tice of  drilling,  which  he  prefers  much  to  broad-cast  sow- 
ing : drills  all  his  corn.  Has  a high  opinion  of  dibbling, 
and  for  produce,  knows  not  which  to  prefer ; but  drilling 
admits  the  hoe,  which  is  a material  point. 

Mr.  Bradfield,  of  Heacham,  never  drills.  As  to 
saving  a ploughing  by  drilling  barley,  he  will  not  admit  it 
to  be  a saving;  it  is  an  earth  that  pays  well.  One-horse 
ploughs  for  putting  in  barley  on  one  earth,  the  best  instru- 
ment that  has  been  invented.  He  also  observes,  that  in  a 
long  course  of  experience,  he  had  never  seen  a thin  crop 
of  wheat,  but  if  any  mildew  happened,  it  was  sure  to  be 
struck:  drilled  wheat  is  the  thinnest  of  all,  and  most  sub- 
ject to  mildew.  In  1800,  all  the  drilled  crops  he  viewed 
were  much  mildewed.  His  neighbour,  Mr.  Norton, 
had  in  1799,  a very  thin  drilled  crop ; and  in  1800  he 
drilled  none. 

In  1792,  I found  the  chief  part  of  Mr.  Overman’s 
farm  drilled,  and  in  very  beautiful  order  and  cleanness ; his 
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Bubbles  carried  unequivocal  marks  of  good  husbandry. 
He  was  then  in  the  third  year  of  his  drilling ; tire  experi- 
ments of  the  first  encouraged  him.  In  the  second,  his 
drilled  pease  yielded  twelve  coombs  and  a half  an  acre  ; 
the  dibbled  ten,  and  the  broad-cast  eight.  In  1792,  the 
third  year*  all  his  pease,  and  the  greatest  part  of  his  wheat, 
were  drilled,  and  superior  to  what  he  had  broad-cast  in 
1792.  He  has  attempted  more  than  once  to  drill  barley  and 
oats,  but  was  then  convinced  it  would  not  do,  and  did  not 
intend  to  try  it  any  more ; but  he  changed  his  mind  after- 
wards : he  drills  six  pecks  an  acre  of  wheat ; sows  two 
bushels ; he  horse-hoes  once,  doing  an  acre  per  hour,  if 
the  furrows  are  long ; and  hand-hoes  twice,  each  time  at 
20d.  per  acre.  I viewed  his  machine  at  work,  drilling 
wheat ; a suspended  marker  forms  the  line  by  which  the 
horse  walks:  the  boy  who  guides,  does  not  lead,  but  rides 
upon  him,  and  goes  quite  straight  by  .seeing  the  mark  al- 
ways between  the  horse’s  ears.  The  man  that  holds,  di- 
rects the  plough  by  the  wheel  mark  ; and  as  he  holds  for 
that  purpose  only  one  handle,  the  piessure  is  counteracted 
by  a leaden  weight  hung  on  the  other  handle.  The  work 
completely  straight.  He  considers  the  saving  of  seed  as 
something.  In  1791,  this  saving,  after  paying  all  the  ex- 
penses of  hoeing,  gave  a balance  of  28I.  10s.  yet  the  prices 
of  corn  were  wheat,  24I.  a last;  barley,  ill.  10s. ; 
beans  and  white  pease,  15I.  Women  hand-hoe  the  wheat 
at  aod.  an  acre ; 3s.  4d.  for  twice ; and  it  is  then  earthed 
up  by  horse-hoeing.  The  rows  nine  inches  asunder. 
By  drilling  barley  he  saves  an  earth ; and  thinks  that  the 
drill  supersedes  the  use  of  one-horse  ploughs.  He  never 
hoes  it,  but  harrows  in  seeds. 

•Mr.  Overman  is  a gentleman  of  such  clear  and  intelli- 
gent 
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gerit  abilities,  that  great  deference  ought  to  be  paid  to  his 
opinion. 

Putting  some  questions  to  him  on  broad-cast  husbandry, 
his  reply  was : “ Pray,  don’t  ask  me  questions  about  the 
broad-cast  husbandry  ; for  I wish  to  answer  you  from 
pra&ice,  and  I have  been  so  convinced  of  the  superiority 
of  the  drill,  that  I have  had  no  broad-casting  for  some 
years,  and  never  shall  again.” 

Sir  Mordaunt  Martin,  Bart,  at  Burnham,  has 
practised  the  drill  husbandry  ten  years,  for  barley,  oats, 
and  vetches,  for  soiling,  at  six  inches;  but  no  hoeing: 
has  had  fouitcen  coombs  an  acre,  of  barley  and  oats,  and 
has  had  a last  an  acre  of  Tartarian  oats,  broad -cast.  Has 
never  observed  that  the  drilled  crops  ripened  more  une- 
qually than  others. 

Sowing  on  one  earth  in  putting  in  barley,  he  considers  as 
belonging  to  the  drill.  Sir  Mordaunt  is  very  well  sa- 
tisfied with  the  result  of  his  experience  ; he  sows  the  seeds 
broad-cast,  and  harrows.  Barley  tillage  is,  first  to  scale  in 
the  tath,  harrow,  and  then  plough  deep.  Then  harrow 
once  for  drilling,  and  once  after;  then  sow  the  seeds 
broad-cast,  and  harrow  twice,  and  with  the  harrows 
drawn  backwards,  an  iron  being  fixed  for  the  purpose,  by 
which  means  the  seed  is  not  drawn  out  of  the  ground. 

In  the  period  of  Mr.  Coke’s  broad-cast  husbandry, 
1784,  I found  that  he  had  two  yeats  before  carried  eleven 
coombs  and  one  peek  of  clean  barley  to  market,  over  162 
acres ; and  that  year  he  had  300  acres,  estimated  by  all 
who  viewed  it,  part  at  twelve  coombs,  and  the  whole  at 
ten. 

In  1792  I was  at  Holkham,  and  found  Mr.  Coke  then 
drilling  on  a considerable  scale.  In  1791  he  drilled  76 
acres  of  bailey,  which  produted  34  lasts  13  coombs  three 
bushels,  or  nine  coombs  two  bushels  one  peck  per  acre: 
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93  acres  sown  broad-cast  produced  44  lasts  18  coombr 
two  bushels,  or  ten  coombs  two  pecks  per  acre. 

As  it  was  a common  pradlice  in  the  district  of  Holk- 
' ham  to  break  up  a second  year’s  layer  (and  sometimes  of 
three  years)  at  Midsummer,  to  give  a bastard-fallow  for 
wheat;  a husbandry  still  common  in  Wiltshire,  where 
they  begin  with  raftering , it  should  seem  that  one  great 
benefit  of  the  drill  is  the  saving  this  tillage  on  all  light 
soils.  But  it  ought  certainly  to  be  remembered,  that  this 
saving  belongs  to  the  dibbling  husbandry  as  well  as  to  dril- 
ling. 

It  was  with  much  pleasure  I viewed  Mr.  Coke’s  farm 
at  Holkham  in  1 800 : every  sort  of  corn  was  all  drilled, 
and  in  a masterly  manner.  The  wheat,  however,  not 
great  that  year,  being  apparently  too  thin  ; and  I pointed 
out  to  Mr.  Wright  many  gaps  in  the  rows,  of  nine 
inches,  a foot,  and  even  two  feet  in  length.  If  a general 
thinness  is  a fault,  such  gaps  add  much  to  it.  I made  the 
same  remark  in  other  person’s  crops.  Mr.  Coke’s  dis- 
tance of  rows  nine  inches;  always  hand-hoes  twice  at 
is.  8d. ; 2s.  and  sometimes  much  more  per  acre. 

Some  of  the  crops  were  immense,  particularly  barley ; 
and  all  the  barley  I saw  was  extremely  good ; one  acre 
certainly  produced,  as  Mr.  Wright,  the  bailiff,  assuied 
me,  19  coombs  one  bushel. 

Mr.  Coke  had  that  year  some  drilled  turnips,  but  his 
broad-cast  ones  far  exceeded  them  : these  were  capital. 
In  drilling  corn,  the  distance  for  barley  six  inches ; never 
hoed,  but  drilled  after  harrowing  on  the  stirring  earth ; 
then  the  seeds  sown  broad-cast,  and  harrowed  again  across. 
Thus  the  only  advantages  attending  the  drill  in  this  crop, 
is  depositing  the  seed  at  a more  regular  depth  than  the  har- 
row will  do,  and  saving  an  earth  ploughed  by  one  horse. 
And  one  man  and  one  horse  putting  in  an  acre  a day  of 
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barley,  will  reduce  the  saving  of  the  earth  to  something 
not  very  considerable  on  these  soils. 

The  seeds  of  two  years  are  once  ploughed  very  care- 
fully for  drilling  wheat,  and  this  operation  is  trusted  only 
to  the  best  ploughman  on  the  farm  ; that  the  furrows  may 
be  so  evenly  and  neatly  lapped  together,  as  to  enable  the 
drill  to  be  safely  used  longitudinally,  which  is  Mr.  Coke’s 
and  Mr.  Overman's  pra&ice  both  for  wheat  and  barley. 
The  wheat  is  hand-hoed  twice,  in  March  and  April,  at 
the  expense  of  4s.  an  acre ; the  barley  not  at  all.  The 
wheat  is  at  nine  inches,  the  barley  at  six  and  three 
quarters. 

Several  gentlemen  present  at  the  sheep-shearing  at  Holk- 
ham  were  of  opinion,  that  in  the  district  of  that  seat,  ex- 
tending one  way  to  Hunstanton,  another  to  Swafham,  and 
East  to  Holt,  15  acres  in  20  of  all  the  corn  sown,  were 
this  year  put  in  by  the  drill. 

In  1792  Mr.  Bevan  had  made  some  experiments  with 
Cook’s  drill,  with  Ducket’s,  and  with  the  drill-roller, 
and  at  that  time  much  preferred  the  last. 

1802.  From  1792  to  this  time  he  has  had  no  drilling  ; 
but  this  year  began  again. 

Mr.  Bevan,  in  1800,  had  six  acres  of  wheat  drilled 
at  nine  inches,  in  the  middle  of  50  acres ; 44  put  in  with 
the  Norfolk  drill-roller.  Those  six  acres  were  mildewed, 
and  the  44  quite  bright.  The  drilled  appeared  also  very 
inferior  in  every  respedh  Mr.  Day,  the  bailiff’s  expres- 
sion was,  the  broad  cast  will  beat  out  and  out. 

In  discourse  with  Mr.  Bevan,  in  1802,  after  viewing 
the  very  fine  and  clean  crops  at  Holkham,  he  said  that  he 
had  for  some  years  been  in  doubt  upon  the  question; 
he  had  tried  it  several  times,  but  the  result  was  not  fa- 
vourable : but  this  year  having  been  desired  by  Mr.  Coke 
to  give  it  another  trial,  he  had  done  it,  and  the  barley 

Norfolk.]  a a drilled 


Digitized  by  Google 


354 


DRILL  HUSBANDRY. 


drilled  was  now  certainly  superior  to  the  broad-cast.  His 
neighbour  Fowell,  ofGastrop,  drills  every  thing. 

Mr.  Fowell,  of  Snetterton,  has  drilled  all  his  farm  for 
twelve  years,  and  has  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  the  supe- 
riority of  the  husbandry  to  the  broad-cast ; not  only  in 
yielding  superior  produ&s,  but  also  in  being  cheaper; 
he  lays  much  stress  on  saving  tillage,  putting  in  his  barley 
and  pease  on  stale  furrows  scarified:  this  is,  however, 
clearly  applicable  to  the  broad-cast.  He  will  not  by  any 
means  admit  that  the  scuffle,  or  the  one-horse  plough,  will 
bury  seed-barley  at  so  equal  a depth  as  the  drill.  In  Snet- 
terton there  arc  five  farmers : four  have  drills ; the  fifth  is 
a small  one,  for  whom  Mr.  Fowell  drills.  They  have 
come  about  to  this  husbandry  within  two  or  three  years, 
from  seeing  Mr.  Fowell’s  crops.  In  Harfham  there  is 
some  drilling.  Mr.  Gooch,  at  Quedenham,  drills  all. 
In  Illington  there  are  two  farmers,  and  both  are  drillers. 
In  Little  Hockhatn  one,  Mr.  Kitton,  and  he  drills  all, 
and  scarifies  a stale  furrow  for  barley.  At  Wilby  three 
farmers;  and  two,  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Bowles,  drill 
very  well.  AtGastrop,  Mr.  Fowell  drills  all. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hinton,  at  Northvvold,  has  made  some 
interesting  comparisons : on  a mixed  loam  he  drilled,  at 
twelve  inches,  with  Cook’s  drill,  one  bushel,  four  quarts, 
and  half  a pint  per  acre;  broad-cast  one  bushel  and  29 
quarts.  Hand-boed  the  drills  thrice : weeded  the  broad- 
cast. The  former  produced  44  bushels  two  quarts  ; the 
latter,  38  bushels  18  quarts:  weight  of  the  drilled  62  lb. 
2 oz.  per  bushel ; of  the  broad-cast,  61  lb. 

He  drilled  barley  at  12  inches,  and  hoed  iti  clover  seed 
25  days  after : the  crop  better  than  broad-cast,  and  the 
dover  took  well ; which,  however,  is  not  common,  for  it 
often  fails  thus  put  in. 
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His  drilled  turnips  were  at  least  equal  to  those  sown 
broad-cast. 

Dr.  Hinton  does  not  drill  spring  corn,  as  it  is  not  a 
practice,  except  out  of  course,  on  account  of  the  seeds, 
which  will  not  do  in  drilled  crops : has  been  tried  by  others, 
and  the  crops  failed ; but  for  winter  corn,  better  than 
broad-cast  on  sandy  loams ; but  it  will  not  do  on  strong 
wheat  soils  as  a general  practice. 

Mr.  Salter,  at  Winborough,  whose  soil  is  a wet  loam 
on  a clay  bottom,  wliich  requires  draining,  does  not  drill, 
as  he  thinks  his  land  too  stiff  and  difficult  for  it ; but  dib- 
bles largely. 

In  discourse  with  Mr.  Salter,  on  the  drill  hus- 
bandry, and  inquiring  how  far  it  could  be  made  ap- 
plicable to  his  difficult  land  (note,  however,  that  he 
has  several  fields,  the  surface  of  which  is  an  unquestion- 
ed sand,  upon  a strong  under-stratum,  yet  called  strong 
land  fields),  he  gave  it  decidedly  as  his  opinion,  that  it 
would  not  do:  yet  he  understands  drilling,  and  has  prac- 
tised it  at  Snarehill.  He  appealed  to  his  vast  crops  of  dib- 
bled wheat,  and  immense  ones  of  barley,  this  year,  1802, 
promising  nine  or  ten  coombs  an  acre  of  the  former,  and 
fifteen,  sixteen,  and  even  more  of  the  latter,  and  demanded 
whether  drilling  could,  or  did  any  where  beat  them  ? A 
respectable  party  of  Norfolk  farmers  were  present,  and 
two  drillers  among  them,  but  they  were  silent,  and  all 
equally  struck  with  the  uncommon  crops  we  were  then 
examining. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Munnings,  at  Gorget,  is  upon  a most 
unkind  sharp  flinty  gravel ; red  gravels  are  usually  good 
soils,  but  his  are  blackish,  from  a mixture  of  black  sand; 
nearly  the  worst  of  all  soils : on  this  land  he  drills  turnips 
at  eighteen  inches ; also  oats  at  nine  inches ; pease  at  nine 
and  twelve  ; and  once  he  tried  wheat. 
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Mr.  Munnings  drills  his  poor  gravels  with  his  bar- 
row-drill. I viewed  his  turnips  at  eighteen  inches:  a very 
regular  and  well  executed  crop. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Billingford,  in  1802,  drilled  turnips  at 
six  inches,  cutting  up  in  part  of  the  field  every  other  row, 
and  in  part  cutting  away  two  rows  and  leaving  one:  part 
also  broad-cast,  for  compai  ison  ; done  with  Cook’s  ma- 
chine, and  part  horse-hoed  with  his  tools ; part  with  Mr. 
Munnings'  expanding  hoe-plough.  Last  year  he  drilled 
all  his  barley,  and  it  answered  better  than  the  broad-cast ; 
and  this  year  all  his  corn  is  drilled,  except  the  ollondt ; 
these  drill  rolled,  a practice  pretty  general  here : but  the 
small  farmers  dibble. 

It  is  gradually  coming  in  around  Dereham,  and  dibbling 
rather  going  out,  for  want  of  dependence  on  the  droppers. 

I viewed  Mr.  Collison’s  farm  at  East  Bilney,  and 
found  several  crops  drilled,  which  made  a very  fine  appear- 
ance : one  field  of  wheat  by  the  barn  promises  to  produce 
ten  coombs  an  acre  ; some  barley  also  very  fine,  and  the 
crops  in  general  clean : all  at  nine  inches,  and  the  wheat 
horse-hoed  thrice  ; barley  twice  if  no  seeds,  but  with  them 
not  at  all,  as  the  seeds  are  covered  by  the  harrow  which 
follows  the  drill:  Mr.  Collison,  however,  has  horse- 
hoed  in  some  seeds,  and  did  not  fail.  He  drills  seven  to 
ten  pecks  of  seed-barlev.  Mr.  Collison  prefers  the  drill 
very  much : he  forms  his  lands  to  be  worked  at  a bout 
of  the  drill,  the  horse  walking  only  in  the  furrows, 
and  the  same  in  horse-hoeing;  a point  he  justly  esteems 
essential  for  all  heavy  or  ticklish  land.  I put  die  ques- 
tion home  to  an  intelligent  labourer  who  has  worked  40 
years  on  the  farm,  and  he  assured  me  that  if  he  had  a 
farm  of  his  own,  he  would  drill  all  the  wheat,  and 
horse-hoe  it  likewise,  for  when  land  is  bound  in  the 
spring,  to  break  the  surface  makes  the  plants  grow  well ; 
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but  as  to  drilling  barley  he  spoke  very  doubtfully,  but 
said  it  was  less  liable  to  be  laid:  and  in  a dry  time  it 
comes  best  drilled. 

Drilling  on  light  lands  which  are  laid  flat,  is  no  difficult 
operation,  but  on  strong,  tenacious,  clung  soils,  it  is  no 
such  very  easy  matter,  without  much  attention.  The  Rev. 
Dixon  Hoste,  however,  at  Goodwick,  has  effedled  it 
with  a commendable  regularity:  one  method  he  pradlises, 
is  that  of  drilling  athwart  the  ridges ; to  prepare  which  lie 
sometimes  trench-ploughs. 

Drilling  is  verv  little  praflised  in  the  neighbourhood  pf 
Norwich.  Air.  Crowe  had  a machine  of  Mr.  Cook’s, 
which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Sillis,  of  Hertford  Bridges,  but 
he  never  used  it.  Mr.  Crowe  is  so  satisfied  of  the  use 
of  dibbling,  that  be  desires  nothing  better. 

Many  drills  in  the  vicinity  of  Thelton,  a heavy  land 
distridf,  and  much  used  of  late. 

Mr.  Kerrich,  of  Harleston,  drills  or  sets  all  his  corn. 
Many  drills  in  Earsham  hundred  ; and  several  farmers  drill 
for  their  neighbours  at  2s.  6d.  an  acre.  There  is,  how- 
ever, as  much  dibbling  as  ever ; the  drilling  having  chiefly 
been  substituted  for  broad-cast  sowing. 

Mr.  Eurton,  of  Langley,  approves  much  of  drilling, 
and  has  seen  Cook’s  machine  beat  dibbling : he,  however, 
does  not  drill  himself,  observing  that  he  is  absent  too  often. 

Mr.  Drake,  of  Billingford,  near  Scole,  drills  both 
wheat  and  barley,  he  has  three  fields  of  drilled  barley  this 
year,  with  part  broad-cast ; and  the  latter  beats  in  all  three: 
his  drilled  wheat  good,  and  he  prefers  the  drill  for  that 
crop  much  more  than  for  barley. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  has  for  two  years 
drilled  almost  all  his  barley,  by  that  means  saving  one 
ploughing. 
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No  drilling  in  Fleg  that  I could  hear  of.  Very  little  in 
Blowfield  and  South  Walsham,  but  it  is  coming  in,  and 
Mr.  Syble  is  clear  that  it  will  spread. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  drilling  is  quite  unknown  in  the 
hundred  of  Happing,  but  I heard  of  very  little,  and  saw 
none : a man  last  year  travelled  with  a drill,  for  drilling 
at  2s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  some  farmers  employed  him.  Some 
farmers  use  the  drill  roller. 

Very  little  pradlised  about  North  Walsham.  Mr.  Mar- 
gateson  approves  much  of  Cook’s  dull.  Mr.  Lub- 
bock, of  Lammas,  and  Mr  Repton,  of  Oxncad,  are 
the  only  drillers ; they  praftice  it  much. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  of  Coltishal,  has  drilled  wheat,  bar- 
ky, and  oats,  for  1 7 years ; has  tried  four  and  a half  and  - 
six  inch  rows,  but  finds  nine  the  best  for  all.  The  merit 
of  the  husbandry  he  thinks  consists  in  the  equal  depth  at 
which  the  seed  is  deposited,  and  were  this  equally  effected, 
does  not  conceive  there  would  be  any  difference  in  the 
crops,  whether  put  in  by  dibbling,  drilling  or  broad- 
cast. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  has  drilled  most  of  his 
corn  for  three  years,  and  is  clearly  convinced  of  the  merits 
of  the  practice,  and  determined  to  continue  it. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  has  drilled  all  sorts  of 
grain  for  five  years  past,  and  is  perfcdtly  satisfied  with  the 
practice;  nor  has  he  the  least  doubt  of  the  superiority  of 
it  to  the  broad-cast  method  ; there  is  little  dibbling  in  his 
neighbourhood,  drilling  having  superseded  it. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  has  been  a driller  four 
years,  and  for  all  sorts  of  corn : he  has  no  doubt,  and 
makes  not  the  least  question  of  its  superiority  to  the  broad- 
cast husbandry.  I viewed  his  stubbles  with  singular  plea- 
sure, and  a more  beautiful  spetStacle  of  cleanness  I never 
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beheld — absolutely  and  positively  clean ; not  a weed  to  be 
seen  in  those  of  wheat,  commonly  so  foul. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  began  drilling  about  live  years  since, 
and  ever  since  pra&ised  it  as  his  general  system  ; and  is 
clear  in  its  superiority,  for  every  thing  except  barley,  at  six 
inches ; in  that  he  has  some  doubts.  He  has  tried  it  for 
turnips,  but  none  at  present. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham  Westgate,  has 
drilled  every  sort  of  corn  for  twelve  years,  beginning  ia 
1790  with  wheat,  and  has  continued  it  ever  since.  He  is 
well  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  this  husbandry. 

Mr.  Dursgate,  of  Summerficld,  wiio,  if  not  the 
greatest  farmer  in  Norfolk,  is  nearly  so,  drills  every  crop 
except  turnips,  and  of  course  has  no  doubt  of  the  su- 
periority of  the  method  to  the  broad-cast  husbandry.  On 
his  strong  land  farm  at  Palgrave,  however,  the  drill  is  not 
so  universally  used  as  at  Summerfield,  Scdgford,  and 
Docking. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thomhato,  drilled  all  sorts  of  com, 
and  has  no  doubt  of  the  method  much  exceeding  the  broad- 
cast husbandry. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Snettisham,  was  one  of  the  first 
drillers  in  Norfolk:  he  began  the  use  of  Cook’s  machine 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  and  has  continued  it  regu- 
larly to  the  present  time,  keeping  three  machines  in  use. 
He  is  pcrfe£Uy  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  drilling  to 
the  broad-cast  husbandry.  • ; 

Many  farmers  around  Houghton  drill  much  corn,  and 
approve  of  it  exceedingly.  ■ , 

Captain  Beacher,  at  Hillingdon,  drills  all : the  prac- 
tice increases  much,  and  promises  to  be  universal. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  drills  largely,  and  has 
done  so  for  seven  years : the  husbandry  meets  with  his  en- 
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tire  approbation.  I viewed  some  of  his  stubbles,  and  found 
them  very  clean:  on  his  sandiest  soils,  he,  however,  does 
not  drill,  because  he  cannot  so  put  the  seed  in  deep  enough. 

Drilling  is  a little  pradtised  about  Downham,  and  is 
preferred  by  several  farmers. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  drills  both  barley  and 
wheat,  and  this  year  all,  except  on  strong  land,  and  finds 
the  crops  a great  deal  better  than  broad-cast.  He  hoes 
all ; thus  covering  the  seeds  amongst  his  barley ; but  they 
do  not  take  quite  so  well  as  in  the  common  way.  He  hoes, 
at  the  expense  of  2s.  6d.  to  4s.  an  acre,  once,  and  is  clear 
that  the  benefit  to  the  crop  is  very  great:  has  had  13  to  14 
coombs  an  acre,  of  bailey. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Tettenhall,  this  year  drilled  190 
acres  of  barley  and  20  of  wheat;  is  convinced  of  the  su- 
periority to  the  broad-cast. 

Mr.  Rogerson,  of  Narborough,  was  a very  great 
driller,  but  not  at  present. 

About  Wymondham,  drilling  coming  in,  and  has  been 
so  more  or  less  for  several  years.  Mr.  Wells,  of  He- 
thel,  letts  his  drill  by  the  acre.  Mr.  Church,  of  Flaw- 
don  Hall,  drills  all. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  drilled  largely  for  eight  or 
nine  years,  at  Shropham,  on  sand,  and  continues  the  prac- 
tice on  strong  land:  he  is  much  inclined  to  think  that  it 
is  a superior  method  to  the  best  broad-cast.  He  has  drilled 
all  sorts  of  grain. 

Mr.  Twist,  of  Bretenham,  drills  all  the  corn  he  can, 
except  rye  ; and  has  no  doubt  of  its  answering. 

Observations. — From  these  notes  it  appears,  that,  not- 
withstanding some  failures,  and  probably  many  prejudices, 
the  drill  culture  has  very  completely  established  itself 
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in  West  Norfolk,  and  is  spreading  into  the  other  distrifls 
of  that  extensive  county.  The  success  appears,  on  the 
■whole,  to  be  very  flattering. 

But  there  is  one  singular  circumstance  which  should,  so 
far  as  Norfolk  only  is  concerned,  check  the  unlimited 
panegyrics  sometimes  too  generally  heard  in  conversation, 
and  that  is,  there  being,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  but 
one  farm  (Mr.  Hoste’s)  on  strong  or  clay  land,  where 
this  praflice  is  thoroughly  introduced.  Suffolk  affords 
multitudes;  but  Norfolk  is  at  present  our  business;  and 
here  the  farmers  on  strong  land,  have  hitherto  rejected  it. 
This  is  remarkable,  as  I have  heard  some  very  able  dril- 
lers give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  this  husbandry  has 
greater  merit  on  strong  than  on  light  land. 

DIBBLING. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  remarked,  that  good  as  this 
practice  was  in  some  respedls  for  the  poor,  there  are  in- 
conveniences flowing  from  it.  Girls,  old  enough  for  ser- 
vice, are  kept  at  home  by  it.  Gleaning  is  their  employ, 
ment  in  harvest,  which  gives  them  idle  habits  in  the  fields, 
then  dibbling  follows;  and  the  girls  lying  about  under 
hedges  with  the  men,  produces  the  natural  consequences 
on  their  manners ; bastardy  flourishes,  and  maid-servants 
are  uncommonly  scarce. 

Dibbling  flourishes  very  greatly  in  Fleg,  both  wheat 
and  pease,  and  oats. 

Mr.  Hornard  dibbles  part  of  his  crops,  and  sows 
part,  and  he  is  not  yet  convinced  that  the  dibbled  exceeds 
the  sown.  About  Ludham,  and  through  a great  part  of 
Happing,  it  is  not  so  general  as  in  Fleg.  About  North 
Walsham  it  is  by  no  means  general,  except  for  pease. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Petre,  of  Westwick,  puts  in  about  100  acres  of 
wheat,  of  which  he  sows  and  drills  80,  and  dibbles  20. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  makes  the  same  obser- 
vation on  the  ill  effects  of  dibbling  as  Mr.  Burton.  The 
great  girls  do  not  drop  so  well  as  children,  nor  is  the  work 
so  well  done  as  formerly : they  now  drop  between  the 
fore-finger  and  thumb,  which  is  much  inferior  to  doing  it 
between  the  fore  and  middle  finger. 

Dibbling  is  common  around  Wighton,  for  wheat  and 
pease;  and  Mr.  Reeve  thinks  it  a great  improvetncnt 
upon  the  broad-cast  husbandry,  but  that  drilling  is  a step 
further. 

There  is  at  Snettisham  much  dibbling,  pease  and  wheat 
on  flag;  and  Mr.  Styleman  thinks  it  never  will  be 
abandoned,  as  there  are  seasons  that  do  not  suit  drilling. 

In  Marshland,  the  practice  obtains  every  where  for 
wheat  on  clover,  and  some  on  clean  stubbles ; 10s.  6d.  an 
acre.  It  increases. 

Practised  about  Downham,  and  with  good  success. — 
Mr.  Saffory  dibbles  all  he  can,  and  thinks  it  a great 
improvement. 


SECT.  XXXI. — ON  THE  NORFOLK  ARABLE  SYS- 
TEM. 

For  the  last  four  or  five  and  thirty  years  that  I have 
examined  West  Norfolk  with  the  eye  of  a farmer,  the 
change  in  the  tillage  system  has  not  been  great.  At  that 
period  the  course  was,  1.  Turnips;  2.  Barley ; 3.  Grasses 
for  two,  or,  in  a few  cases,  three  years  ; 4.  White-corn; 
on  the  better  soils  wheat ; on  others,  rye,  &c.  The  only- 
change  that  has  occurred  has  been  in  the  grasses : the  va- 
riation. 
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riation,  which  I believe  first  took  place  from  forty  to  fifty 
years  ago,  was  shortening  the  duration,  from  three  years 
to  two:  in  both  cases  giving  what  may  be  called  a bastard 
fallow  the  last  year,  by  a half-ploogbing,  soon  after  Mid- 
summer. Above  thirty  years  ago,  1 contended,  both  in 
print  and  in  conversation,  against  it,  but  was  held  cheap 
for  entertaining  any  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  prac- 
tice. I have  lived,  however,  to  see  this  change  also  in  a 
great  measure  take  place  amongst  the  best  farmers,  who 
now  give  only  one  ploughing  tor  the  winter  corn,  whe- 
ther whew  or  tares ; or  in  the  spring  for  pease.  Tha# 
it  is  an  improvement,  cannot  be  questioned.  The  argu- 
ment for  it,  founded  on  the  invention  of  the  drill-roller, 
and  on  the  introduction  of  the  drill-plough,  is  good,  but 
not  singular,  as  the  pra£Uce  of  dibbling  is  likewise  far 
more  adapted  to  a whole  than  to  a broken  furrow  : and  f6r 
broad-cast  common  sowing,  if  we  are  able  to  cover  the 
seed  by  harrowing  on  stiff  soils,  once  ploughed,  assuredly 
the  same  practice  might  be  better  followed  on  sand.  The 
other  reason  for  the  former  system,  spear-grass  getting 
a-head  in  a layer,  is  quite  inadmissible:  for  1 must  agree 
entirely  with  Mr.  Overman,  that  no  weeds,  the  seeds 
of  which  arc  not  carried  by  the  witld,  will  b t. found  in  a 
layer,  if  they  were  not  left  there. 

The  variations  which  have  taken  place  in  the  crop  put 
in  upon  layers,  are  neitlie:  great,  nor  are  they  peculiar  to 
Norfolk:  the  principal  one  is  taking  pease  on  the  flag, 
and  then  the  wheat,  &c.  an  admirable  system,  which  has 
long  been  practised  by  good  farmers  in  Suffolk,  and  I 
believe,  earlier  still  in  Kent.  Mr.  Purdis’s  substitution 
of  tares,  holds  on  the  same  principle.  Considering  the 
very  great  value  of  whitc-pea  straw,  well  got  as  sheep 
food  (no  where  better  understood  than  in  Kent)  there  is 
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no  husbandry  better  adapted  to  a sheep-farm,  than  this  of 
pease  or  tares  preceding  the  wheat  crop. 

A great  and  a very  important  change  has,  however, 
taken  place  in  the  application  of  crops  to  sheep  instead  of 
bullocks  and  cows.  Formerly  the  farmers  consumed  much 
of  their  straw  by  cattle : now  the  best  tread  it  all  into 
dung. 

; Sheep  are  the  main  grazing  stock,  and  no  more  cattle 
kept  than  for  treading , not  eating  straw,  while  feeding  on 
oil-cake,  &c.  This  is  an  important  change,  which  has 
had  considerable  effeCt,  and  has  depended  not  a little  on 
the  introduction  of  South  Down  sheep. 

' . The  grand  objeCt  in  the  whole  system,  is  the  singular 
Steadiness  with  which  the  farmers  of  West  Norfolk  have 
adhered  to  the  well-grounded  antipathy  to  taking  two  crops 
of  white  corn  in  succession : this  is  talked  of  elsewhere, 
but  no  where  so  steadily  adhered  to  as  in  this  district.  It 
i$  this  maxim  which  has  preserved  the  effeCt  of  their  marie, 
on  thin-skinned  wheat  lands,  in  such  a manner  that  the 
district  continues  highly  productive,  under  an  almost  re- 
gularly increasing  rent,  for  more  than  60  years,  or  three 
leases,  each  of  ai ; and  by  means  of  which  great  traCts 
have  been  marled  a second,  and  even  a third  time,  with 
much  advantage. 

This  system  has  been  that  to  which  the  title  of  Norfolk 
husbandry  has  been  long,  and  is  now  peculiarly  appro- 
priated ; and  by  no  means  the  management  of  the  very 
rich  district  of  East  Norfolk,  where  the  soil  is  naturally 
among  the  finest  in  the  kingdom,  and  consequently  where 
the  merit  of  the  farmer  must  be  of  an  inferior  stamp; 
barley  there  very  generally  follows  wheat ; an  incorreCt 
husbandry,  deserving  no  praise.  The  celebrity  of  the 
epunty  in  general  was  not  heard  of,  till  the  vast  improve- 
ments of  heaths,  wastes,  sheep-walks,  and  warrens,  by 
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enclosure,  and  marling  took  place  from  the  exertions  of 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Lyng  House,  Lord  Townshend,  and 
Mr.  Mo  R ley,  which  were  in  the  first  thirty  years  of  the 
preceding  century.  They  were  happily  imitated  by  many 
others  , an  excellent  system  of  management  introduced,  and 
such  improvements  wrought,  that  estates  which  werehere* 
tofore  too  insignificant  to  be  known, becameobjedts  of  pub- 
lic attention  in  the  capital.  The  fame  of  Norfolk  gradually 
expanded,  and  the  husbandry  of  the  county  celebrated, 
before  East  Norfolk  was  heard  of  beyond  the  conversation 
of  Norwich  and  Yarmouth. 

Without  a continuance  of  cautious  management  and 
persevering  exertions,  West  Norfolk  would  again  become  * 
the  residence  of  poverty  and  tabbits.  Let  the  meadows  be 
improved;  irrigation  practised  wherever  it  is  applicable; 
the  remaining  wastes  cultivated,  and  this  distridl  will  be- 
come a garden. 

Mr.  Marshall,  who  considers  the  pradlice  of  East 
Norfolk  as  alone  deserving  the  title  of  Norfolk  husbandry, 
mentions  40  or  50  bullocks,  on  turnips,  as  a matter  of 
exultation.  In  1768,  I registered  the  fad!,  that  Mr. 
Mallet,  of  Dunton,  had  280  bullocks  fatting  on  tur- 
nips, on  a farm  almost  wholly  arable. 

This  ingenious  writer  appears,  in  various  passages  of 
bis  work,  to  consider  East  Norfolk  as  deserving  the  most 
attentiou.  In  this,  I am  sorry  that  I must  differ  from  him 
greatly  ; and  1 think,  that  had  he  resided  on  the  other 
side  of  the  county,  he  would  have  adopted  a different 
opinion  himself. 

“ In  West  Norfolk,  no  general  plan  of  management 
has  yet  (1780)  taken  place.”  Viewing  the  state  of 
husbandry  in  West  Norfolk  colledlively,  it  is  much  be- 
neath that  of  East  Norfolk.”  In  West  Norfolk,  the  most 
steady  and  regular  plan  of  management  had  then,  and  for 
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many  years  taken  place,  that  was  to  be  found  in  the 
kingdom  ; and  at  that  time,  probably,  for  the  soil,  the 
best.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  so  very  able  a writer  did 
not  examine  it  with  more  attention. 

There  are  some  circumstances  in  the  husbandry  of  Fleg, 
&c.  which  deserve  attention,  before  the  merit  of  it  can  be 
dulyappreciated.  isr,  The  soil  is  certainly  amongst  the  finest 
in  die  kingdom.  2d,  They  are  within  reach  of  marie,  by 
water  carriage,  to  every  part  of  the  distridl,  comprehending, 
besides  the  Flegs,  the  hundreds  of' Happing,  Tunsted, 
Blowfield,  and  South  Walshajn:  and  they  have,  in  addi- 
tion, great  plenty  of  a fine  clay  marie  for  variation,  under 
■»  many  parts  of  the  whole.  3d,  They  have  an  enormous 
quantity  of  marsh  and  fen,  and  low  rough  waste,  and 
rushy  grounds,  which  yields  a very  considerable  bulk  of 
coarse  hay  and  rushes,  with  which  to  make  yard-dung,  as 
well  as  to  support  greae  herds  of  cattle.  Examine  the 
map,  and  it  will  appear  that  near  half  the  district  is  marsh, 
fen,  and  water.  These  are  circumstances  so  favourable  to 
the  arable  part  of  the  country,  that  I am  more  surprized 
their  products  are  so  small,  than  that  they  are  so  great.  In 
discourse  with  Mr.  Ho  r nab  D,  of  Ludhatn,  on  two  years 
layers,  he  said,  that  lie  was  forced  to  have  recourse  to  them, 
for  since  the  sea,  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  broke  through 
the  Marram  banks,  and  flowed  over  the  top  of  the  marsh 
banks,  destroying  die  rushes  and  coarse  fodder,  it  has  made 
a difference  to  him  of  60  to  70  loads  per  annum  of  rushes, 
that  were  four  feet  high : now  he  has  none,  and  therefore 
must  leave  hislayers  two  years  for  want  of  manure.  What 
advantages  has  West  Norfolk  to  be  contrasted  to  such  a 
circumstance  ? 

View  the  two  distridls  in  another  light : I con- 

ceive that  no  farmers  in  England  would  make  more  of 
West  Nc/folk,  than  those  of  the  district  a&ually  make  at 
. • . present. 
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present.  But  I have  little  doubt  that  East  Kent  and  Isle 
of  Thanet  men,  would  make  20  per  cent,  at  least,  more 
of  East  Norfolk  than  is  at  present  made  by  the  occupiers: 
they  would  not  he  long  before  they  shewed  what  beans 
would  do  in  such  a soil. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

In  discourse  with  Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackfbrd,  on  the 
public  benefit  of  tillage ; and  the  effect  of  the  landlords 
restraining  their  tenants  from  breaking  up  grass-land  ; he  as- 
serted it  as  a fadt,  of  which  he  had  not  the  least  doubt, 
that  tillage,  well  managed,  would  support  as  much  live- 
stock on  the  seeds,  turnips  and  straw,  as  the  same  land 
would  do  all  under  grass ; consequently,  the  corn  is  all 
gain  to  the  public.  I am  certain  it  would : he  spoke  of 
moderate  pasture,  that  keeps  two  beasts  of  40  stone  per  acre 
in  summer. 

Great  improvements  have  taken  place  in  Earsham  hun- 
dred, in  twenty  years.  The  number  of  horses  much  les- 
sened, by  not  ploghing  so  often  for  barley  ; scarifying  in- 
stead of  it,  and  even  putting  that  crop  in  on  one  earth. — 
Mr.  Paul,  of  Sharston,  has  even  trusted  to  scarifying  only, 
and  thus  got  the  best  barley  on  his  farm.  Besides  this 
practice,  general  management  is  better ; and  far  more 
weeding  done  than  formerly. 

Mr.  Thurtell  is  clear,  that  in  five  and  twenty  years 
past,  the  general  average  produce  is,  at  least,  one-fourth 
more,  probably  one  third. 

Mr.  Ferrier,  of  Hemsby,  is  sure,  that  in  husbandry 
there  is  great  improvement  in  30  years.  The  seeds  were 
then  left  three  years ; and  they  did  not  raise  half  the 
corn  that  is  produced  now.  Summer-fallows  were  com- 
mon then;  now,  no  such  thing  known,  unless  by  chance, 
when  no  manure  for  turnips. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  is  clear  that  husban- 
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dry  is  much  improved  of  late  years:  summer-fallowing, 
heretofore  so  common,  is  quite  done  away,  yet  the  land 
cleaner.  Small  trifling  enclosures  arc  thrown  together, 
the  hedges  and  pollards  grubbed,  and  the  sun  and  air  ad- 
mitted. Dibbling  has  spread  very  greatly. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  of  Coltishal,  has  no  doubt  of  the 
improvement  that  has  taken  place  in  17  years;  every  thing 
is  better  done,  and  business  carried  on  with  more  anima- 
tion : drilling  is  spreading,  and  dibbling  increased. 

Mr.  Parmenter,  of  Aylesham,  has  not  the  least 
doubt  of  husbandry  being  greatly  improved  : more  land  in 
cultivation,  and  a greater  expense  in  manuring,  and  every 
other  article  bestowed. 

Mr.  Styleman  ha?  improved  his  Ringstead  farm  from 
5s-  to  15s.  an  acre.  A farm  in  Snettisham,  which  he  has 
let,  from  its.  in  1783,  to  17s.  in  1798  ; and  has  laid 
out,  improved,  built,  and  let  seven  farms,  at  a very  con- 
siderable improvement ; and  this  he  considers  as  the  most 
profitable  object  ot  a gentleman’s  husbandry.  I viewed 
several  of  his  new  farms,  and  found  the  buildings  on  a ra- 
tional scale ; so  small,  yet  convenient,  that  the  expense 
was  no  formidable  objeftion,  even  for  small  farms.  He 
has  also  accommodated  several  tradesmen  in  the  village, 
with  closes  of  land  for  their  horse  or  cow,  for  which  they 
are  glad  to  give  a very  high  rent,  even  to  3I.  an  acre : this 
should  universally  be  done  ; and  to  the  poor  also,  though 
at  a lower  rent. 

This  gentleman  lias  no  doubt  of  the  husbandry  of  the 
vicinity  being  much  improved  in  20  years,  exclusive  of 
new  inclosures:  the  crops  were  then  disfigured  by  weeds, 
but  now,  every  man  is  ashamed  to  have  such  seen  on  his 
farm : drilling  and  dibbling  have  done  much. 

Mr.  Saffory,  of  Downham,  has  no  doubt  of  hus- 
bandry being  much  improved  in  20  years ; they  plough 
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better,  manure  more,  and  have  carried  all  rough  banks 
and  hills  on  to  their  fields. 

Upon  the  heavy  lands  of  GoodvVick  and  the  vicinity, 
husbandry  is  very  little  improved  in  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Hill  thinks  that  the  husbandry  around  Waterdcn 
has  wonderfully  improved  in  the  last  fifteen  years.  He  attri- 
butes it  chiefly  to  drilling,  and  the  various  conversations 
which  have  taken  place  upon  that  topic.  Another  essen- 
tial point,  is  the  increase  of  sheep  ; cows  much  lessened, 
and  consequently  fewer  turnips  being  drawn  for  them  : if 
the  two  greatest  blood-suckers  of  an  arable  farm  are  to  be 
named  (I  use  Mr.  Hill’s  terms),  they  are  a dairy  of 
cows,  and  the  sale  of  lambs  from  a merely  breeding  flock. 

Mr.  Fowell,  of  Snetterton,  a very  intelligent  and  ob- 
serving cultivator,  is  clear  that  the  husbandry  of  all  that 
vicinity  is  much  improved  in  the  last  twenty  years ; for 
besides  the  introdudlion  of  drilling,  the  rotation  is  im- 
proved. At  that  time,  if  their  seeds  laid  two  years,  they 
took  two  crops  after  them  ; -a  pradlice  of  some  few  now; 
but  the  better  farmers,  never  more  than  one.  Less  tillage 
is  now  given,  yet  the  crops  greater ; and  they  are  much 
improved  in  better  exertions ; in  hand- weeding,  &c. 

Mr.  Robinson,  of  Watton,  has  no  doubt  of  husban- 
dry, in  general,  being  very  much  improved  in  20  years ; 
in  almost  every  circumstance. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

GRASS. 

NO  person  can  have  been  in  Norfolk  without  quickly 
perceiving,  that  in  this  branch  of  rural  economy  the 
county  has  very  little  to  boast.  No  where  are  meadows 
and  pastures  worse  managed : in  all  parts  of  the  county  we 
see  them  over-run  with  all  sorts  of  spontaneous  rubbish, 
bushes,  briars,  rushes:  the  water  stagnant:  ant-hills  nu- 
merous : in  a word,  left  in  a state  of  nature,  by  men  who 
willingly  make  all  sorts  of  exertions  to  render  their  arable 
land  clean,  rich  and  productive.  To  make  many  notes 
would  be  useless,  for  through  nine-tenths  of  the  county, 
they  would  consist  of  disgusting  repetitions — the  same 
objects  continually  recurring,  to  be  condemned  in  the  same 
terms. 

Improvement. — It  is,  however,  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
have  it  in  mv  power  to  mention  under  this  head,  one  of  the 
most  original  discoveries  (for  such  I esteem  it,  in  common 
with  many  excellent  cultivators)  that  I have  any  where  met 
w'ith  in  the  improvement  of  grass-land.  Mr.  Salter,  of 
W inborough,  near  Dereham,  upon  his  large  farm  o 
above  800  acres,  found  3 or  400  acres  of  old  meadows  en» 
tirely  poisoned  by  springs,  which,  from  every  sort  of  im- 
pediment that  neglecft  could  cause,  had  formed  bogs  and 
moory  bottoms,  famous  for  rotting  sheep  and  miring  cows; 
with  blackthorns  and  other  rubbish  spread  over  large  tradls. 
His  first  operations  were,  to  grub  and  clear  the  land,  and 
open  all  ditches  to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet,  and 
to  cut  open  drains  in  almost  every  direction  for  laying 
them  dry  ; burning  the  earth,  and  spreading  the  ashes 
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cn  the  ground  : so  far,  all  was  no  more  than  common  good 
husbandry  ; but  he  applied  a thought  entirely  his  own  : as 
he  found  that  the  flinty  gravel,  marie,  and  other  earths, 
hut  especially  the  gravel,  was  very  beneficial  to  the  her- 
bage, he  thought  of  sowing  winter  tares  and  white  clover 
upon  the  places  wherever  any  earth  was  spread,  or  any 
other  operation  had  laid  bare  the  surface,  harrowing  in 
those  seeds.  1 had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  several  of  these 
crops  growing:  the  success  has  been  uncommonly  great ; 
for  the  land  thus  sown  not  only  has  given  large  and  very 
profitable  crops  of  hay,  but  has  also  received  a rapid  im- 
provement in  the  herbage;  the  cover  and  shade  of  the 
tares,  so  beneficial  to  all  land,  mellowed  the  surface,  and 
seemed  to  draw  up  as  well  as  protefl  such  of  the  old  plants 
as  received  improvement  from  the  manure,  and  exhibited 
a much  superior  fleece  of  grass  to  any  spots  where  this 
singular  management  had  not  taken  place.  So  that  nothing 
can  be  clearer,  on  viewing  this  large  tra<fb  of  meadow, 
than  the  superiority  of  the  improvement  resulting  from  the 
growth  of  the  tares:  the  cfFefl  of  the  manure  is  much  ac- 
celerated and  rendered  greater.  The  idea  is  certainly  ap- 
plicable to  many  of  the  grass-lands  of  the  kingdom,  espe- 
cially such  as  are  improving  by  the  addition  of  chalk, 
marie,  clay,  loam,  sand  or  gravel:  40  loads  an  acre  of 
any  of  these  bodies  will  much  improve  coarse  or  wet,  or 
moory  grass-lands ; and  then  to  add  tares  secures  an  im- 
mediate profit,  and  makes  the  manure  work  much  sooner 
and  more  powerfully.  He  sows  some  so  late  as  the  mid- 
dle of  May.  An  idea  here  strikes  me,  which  I shall  ven- 
ture fo  add ; that  if  I was  to  scarify  any  mossy,  hide- 
bound or  poor  pastures,  &c.  it  should  be  with  a drill  sca- 
rifier, drilling  in  winter  tares  by  every  tooth  of  the  scari- 
fier, and  I have  no  doubt  but  the  tares  would  take  well, 
and  eflfedt  a considerable  improvement,  even  without  ma- 
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iruring.  Mr.  Salter  has  practised  the  tare  husbandry 
on  meadows  for  10  years,  but  his  first  beginning  was  17 
years  ago,  at  Eilingham:  the  cockchafer-grubs  had  de- 
stroyed a part  of  a meadow ; he  harrowed  in  tares  and  seeds, 
and  the  success  was  great. 

Tare-seed  running  short,  he  this  year  sowed  pease  and 
oats  mixed  on  some  spots,  and  they  do  well ; and  this  hus- 
bandry he  pursues,  whether  he  intends  mowing  or  pastur- 
ing. 

I will  venture  to  add,  that  if  making  known  this  single 
discovery  had  been  the  whole  result  of  examining  the 
county,  the  Board  would  not  have  failed  in  the  objedt  of 
ordering  the  distridl  to  be  reported. 

Mr.  Bevan’s  arable  sand,  at  Riddlesworth,  joining  to 
his  low  boggy  meadows,  gave  him  the  power  of  carting 
sand  down  hill  at  an  easy  expense ; and  thus  he  improved 
some  parts  of  those  meadows  to  great  effedt : from  100  to 
150  loads  an  acre  were  spread  at  the  expense  of  4I.  or  5I. 

£.  s.  d. 
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1802.  It  has  answered  very  greatly  : these  meads  were 
then  not  capable  of  irrigation,  but  one  meadow  has  since 
been  watered,  and  the  water  has  taken  much  greater  effedt 
on  account  of  the  sanding,  than  if  that  operation  had  not 
been  performed.  The  sand  has  all  been  laid  on  the  most 
boggy  meadows. 

There  is  a great  range  of  meadow  and  marsh  all  the 
way  from  Norwich  to  Yarmouth.  Those  at  Thorpe  are 
very  good,  and  let  at  50s.  an  acre ; but  at  Whitlingham 
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they  are  ncgle£ted,  and  therefore  only  20s.  At  Surling- 
ham  are  boggy  marshes,  and  to  Buckcnham  ferry,  Rock- 
land and  Cautley,  they  are  in  a bad  state,  wanting  much 
improvement,  by  draining  and  embanking,  and  clearing 
from  rubbish;  these  are  not  more  that  8s.  an  acre.  To 
Reedham  better,  and  let  at  2CS.  At  Langley  there  are 
600  acres  newly  enclosed,  let  at  12s.  but  will  soon,  from 
the  improvements  introducing  by  Mr.  Burton,  steward 
to  Sir  Thomas  Beauchamp  Proctor,  be  much  ad- 
vanced. A circumstance  not  uncommon  was  fouud  here : 
a great  range  of  marsh,  but  with  no  safe  means  of  com- 
munication with  it.  Mr.  Burton  made  a solid  road 
banked  and  gravelled,  above  half  a mile  long,  so  traced  as 
to  communicate  with  all  Sir  Thomas  Beauchamp’s 
allotment:  a great  and  most  useful  work,  equally  well 
imagined  and  executed.  Five  miles  of  banking  against  the 
river,  &c.  are  also  made : part  drained  by  mills,  and  part 
by  sluices.  From  Langley  to  Yarmouth  the  marshes  are 
good;  all  20s.  and  upwards,  and  some  to  30s. 

At  Dawling  and  Gestwick  Colonel  Buljler  has  from 
7 to  800  acres  of  pasture,  which  he  esteems  worth  30s. 
an  acre,  but  let  at  about  20s.  Some  is  let  by  Mr.  Couss- 
maker,  a relation  of  the  writer,  at  30s.  to  36s. 

At  Tasborough,  between  Wymondham  and  Stratton, 
some  very  fine  well-drained  meadows,  with  a fertile  as- 
pe£l. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  classes  with  the  very  few 
in  Norfolk,  that  have  made  any  considerable  exertions  in 
the  improvement  of  permanent  grass ; he  has  converted 
200  acres,  which  were  rough,  moorv,  and  of  smail  value, 
into  a tra£l  which  does  credit  to  his  husbandry.  He  cut 
off  the  springs  which  poisoned  them  from  the  adjoining 
hills,  by  outside  fences,  aiSling  as  drains,  which  worked 
avast  improvement:  moved  great  quantities  of  eatth  in 
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levelling  inequalities,  to  the  depth  of  five  feet,  to  free  the 
)and  from  water.  Under-drained  to  a very  great  amount. 
The  soil  moory,  and  under  it  a gravel ; part  of  it  bog. 
Some  parts  were  so  bad,  that  no  stock  ever  went  upon  it ; 
his  predecessor  let  15  acres  for  5I.  a year,  clear  of  all 
town  charges,  and  at  that  rent  they  were  flung  up,  and 
Jet  to  another  person  at  the  same  rent.  At  present  these 
worst  parts  graze  bullocks  well,  and  are  very  valuable 
lands.  These  works,  which  were  only  preparatory  to  va- 
rious other  articles  of  good  management,  cost  him,  over  a 
large  part  of  the  trail,  xol.  an  acre.  It  is  no  easy  matter 
to  dwell  sufficiently  on  exertions  of  this  sort,  in  a county 
where  they  are  so  rare : the  efforts  of  years,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  thousands  to  the  improver,  are  dispatched  in  a 
few  lines — but  let  those  who  best  know  the  deficiency  of 
the  county,  estimate  such  works  as  they  deserve,  and  hold 
in  due  honour  and  veneration  the  men  who  have  thus 
laudably  stepped  beyond  the  common  praili.ee. 

In  these  most  meritorious  works  of  this  ailive  farmer 
he  has  hut  one  defeil : a perennial  brook  tuns  through 
his  meadows,  which  he  thinks  erroneously  would  pot  be 
beneficial  in  irrigation:  this  will  be  his  next  undertaking: 
he  will  not  continue  to  let  it  run  waste, 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltishal,  improved  some  meadows 
very  capitally,  by  spreading  sea-sand  from  Yarmouth, 
which  killed  all  sedge  and  rushes,  and  brought  up  a fine 
sheet  of  white  clover.  The  soil  boggy.  In  1780  they 
were  valued  at  7s.  6d.  an  acre,  and  lately  by  the  same  per- 
son at  3k 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  drained  a large  trail  of 
meadows,  and  did  all  they  would  admit  in  good  grass  hus- 
bandry, but  a water-mill  belonging  to  his  landlord  is  a 
nuisance  to  all  such  endeavours,  and  keeps  the  water  so 
Jiigh  that  all  exertions  are  vain : when  will  landlords  have 
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just  ideas  on  this  subject  of  mills  ? There  is  scarcely  one 
to  be  found,  but  does  mischief  to  an  estate  to  ten  times  the 
value  of  the  rent  these  wretched  e red! ions  let  at.  Mr, 
Repton’s  father,  on  the  same  farm,  improved  a bog  25 
years  ago,  as  well  as  the  mill  would  permit,  laying  a great 
dressing  of  gravel  on  a boggy  part ; but  from  being  kept 
by  the  mill  a saturated  spunge,  the  gravel  is  now  got 
down  two  feet  deep,  and  overgrown  with  the  spontaneous 
rubbish  of  the  bog.  If  you  will  have  mills,  you  must  give 
up  all  ideas  of  true  meadow  improvement. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  may  perhaps  be  considered 
as  the  prince  of  gr.’v-s-land  improvers  in  Norfolk  : he  has 
very  few  rivals  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge:  one 
great  improvement  consists  of  45  acres,  effe&ed  without 
irrigation  ; the  other  of  50  acres,  by  means  of  many  exer- 
tions, finishing  in  irrigation  ; the  latter  will  be  mentioned 
under  another  head.  The  former  trail  is  situated  between 
a line  ot  chalk  hill,  on  one  side  full  of  springs,  and  a mill 
river  pent  up  on  the  other,  so  as  to  poison  and  turn  to  bog 
all  the  land  below  it : the  springs  from  the  hills  thus  meet- 
ing the  soakage  of  die  river,  it  may  easily  be  supposed 
what  the  effect  must  be:  the  land  was  a quaking  danger- 
ous bog4  His  cure  was  effective,  and  such  as  could  not 
fail ; he  furned  an  arch,  traced  by  a level,  160  yards  long, 
for  catching  the  soakage  of  the  mill-pond,  and  continued 
it  an  open  drain  to  the  length  of  three  quarters  of  a mile 
parallel,  and  near  the  river,  gaining  such  a fall  as  now  to 
keep  the  water  in  the  drain  four  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  land,  in  places  where  before  it  was  never  more  than 
six  inches.  To  cut  off  the  springs  from  the  chalk-hill  he 
run  a deep  ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  varying  in  depth 
according  to  the  level  of  the  line,  but  effe&ive  in  cutting 
off  the  springs. 

In  the  parts  where  it  must  be  of  the  greatest  depth,  as 
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that  of  eight  feet,  he  turns  an  arch  of  brick- work,  as  the 
expense  of  sloping  down  the  sides  would  exceed  it and 
that  the  bricks  of  the  wall  against  the  hill  may  not  impede 
the  entry  of  the  water,  he  has  made  them  each  with  two 
open  grooves  for  admitting  it. 

He  has  yet  much  to  do  to  finish  the  improvement,  as 
he  intends  carrying  great  quantities  of  earth  from  the  drains 
to  spread  on  the  boggy  parts,  to  finish  the  consolidation, 
and  improve  the  soil.  From  the  harvest  of  1801  to  that 
of  1802,  he  has  had  constantly  at  work  from  20  to  30 
men,  on  this  traCt  and  that  irrigated. 

One  of  the  richest  trails  of  grass  in  Norfolk,  is  the  dis- 
trict of  marsh  lying  to  the  south  of  Lynn  and  east  of  the 
Ouzc.  Sir  Martin  Folkes  has  there  700  acres,  which 
let  at  42s.  an  acre  short  measure,  besides  2s.  tithe.  The 
tenants  are  restricted  from  mowing  two  years  together; 
a bad  covenant ; for  mowing  and  feeding  should  be  on  dis- 
tinct lands ; and  for  every  load  of  hay  they  sell,  must  bring 
three  loads  of  muck.  Some  trails  in  the  hands  of  butchers 
are  never  mown,  which  has  made  them  very  superior  to  the 
rest.  In  general  these  marshes,  like  all  others  in  the  county, 
are  hired  by  the  upland  sand  farmers,  and  not  stocked  re- 
gularly, but  merely  as  convenience  occasions,  to  ease  their 
farms.  They  will  carry,  when  so  fed,  a large  beast  to  two 
acres,  and  a few  sheep  besides.  They  never  have  too 
much  water,  and  can  let  in  fresh  water  at  pleasure. 

ROUEN. 

In  1792,  I found  that  Mr.  Bevan  had  not  read  the 
Annals  of  Agriculture  in  vain ; he  had  a fine  field  of  28 
acres  of  excellent  rouen  saved  for  the  ewes  and  lambs  in 
the  spring. 

1802.  His  present  system  of  allotting  ewes  to  different 
tups,  in  separate  fields,  prevents  his  being  able  to  avail 
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himself  of  this  article  of  food,  as  every  enclosed  pasture  is, 
from- the  15th  of  September  to  the  15th  of  November, 
forced  to  be  fed  each  with  a lot  for  this  purpose.  But  his 
opinion  of  the  great  value  and  use  of  rouen,  is  as  complete 
as  ever:  the  objeftof  improving  his  flock,  alone  occasions 
the  change. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Nefton,  near  Swafham,  keeps  grass 
from  the  end  of  July,  and  does  not  turn  into  it  at  all,  till 
early  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  when  he  puts  in 
his  fatting  bullocks  and  sheep,  which  have  hail  hay  in  the 
winter.  1 he  old  grass  nurses  up  a great  bite  of  young 
growth,  and  both  together  carry  on  the  bullocks  well: 
and  it  is  excellent  for  sheep ; nothing  at  that  season  equals 
it. 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  in  1799,  kept  13  acres 
of  grass,  from  Midsummer,  an  exposed  piece,  open  to 
the  sea  and  N.  E.  wind:  turned  into  it  10  score  and  16 
ewes  and  their  lambs  the  27th  of  March,  and  it  kept 
them  well  a month.  They  would  have  been  half  starved 
without  it ; but  were  well  supported,  to  the  surprise  of 
many  who  saw  them  feeding.  The  piece  was  equally 
tat  tied  in  eve  1 y part. 

Laying  down. — Mr.  Coke,  at  Holkham,  has  laid  down 
various  pieces  with  good  success,  and  he  is  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  best  method  is  that  of  a fallow,  till  about 
the  middle  of  August,  and  then  sowing  the  seeds  alone; 
keeping  off  all  stock  in  the  autumn,  and  sheep  feeding  for 
two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  Wigenhail,  St.  Mary,  in  Marshland, 
lays  down  with  barley,  or  oats  after  fallowed  wheat,  sow- 
ing iolb.  of  white  clover,  iolb.  of  trefoil,  and  a sack  of 
hay-seeds.  Manures  the  stubble  of  the  corn  amongst  which 
they  were  sow’n,  in  autumn.  Sheep  feeds  the  new  lay  the 
first  year ; and  much  better  to  observe  die  same  for  two 
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or  three  years ; by  which  means  it  comes  to  a good  pas- 
ture soon  ; but  if  mown,  it  is  a long  time  bef  ore  it  gets  a 
good  covering. 

Break  up. — Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  broke  up  an  old 
pasture  in  1800,  for  oats,  which  he  dibbled  in  on  the  flag  ; 
he  then  scaled  the  oat  stubble,  and  on  a second  earth, 
drilled  in  another  crop  of  oats:  the  wyer  worm  did  some 
mischief  to  both.  He  then  laid  on  60  loads  an  acre  of 
marie,  an'd  io  of  muck,  and  sowed  turnips,  which  are 
now  one  of  the  finest  crops  I have  ever  seen. 

At  Snettisharn,  600  acres  of  common  being  enclosed  by 
a&  of  parliament,  much  of  it  was  broken  up,  in  1801,  for 
oats,  by  mere  ploughing : they  did  not  succeed  at  ail.  Iu 
1802,  they  ploughed  and  took  oats  again,  and  the  crop  still 
worse. 

Mr.  Crisp  broke  up  a four-acred  field  of  old  grass 
behind  his  house  at  Dereham ; the  four  last  crops  in 
which,  paid  him  iool.  a year  ; one  of  which  was  cole- 
seed ; one  wheat ; another  year  hemp,  and  after  it  turnip 
seed;  the  former  producing  149I.  12s.;  and  the  turnip 
seed,  18  coombs,  at  36s.  a bushel,  129I.  12s.  It  is  now 
(1802)  in  wheat,  and  the  crop  very  fine  : he  has  railed  off  a 
walk  around  this  field,  and  has  laid  it  down  to  grass : such 
a piece  of  land  affords  entertainment,  and  might  yield  in- 
strudfion  in  experiments ; — but  who  has  not  a grass  field 
to  walk  into,  which  affords  nothing  of  the  sort  ? 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  upon  his  finely  culti- 
vated farm  of  about  800  acres,  of  which  he  had  permis- 
sion to  break  up  a large  portion  of  old  and  miserably  bad 
grass,  poisoned  with  springs,  and  over-run  with  bushes, 
and  all  sorts  of  aquatic  rubbish,  first  surrounded  every  field 
with  ditches  five  feet  broad  and  four  deep ; then  hollow- 
drained  every  acre  completely  ; and  broke  up  for  a . crop  of 
dibbled  oats ; took  a second  crop  of  oats,  and  on  the  stubble 
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spread  100  loads  of  marie  (called  here,  as  every  where  in 
Norfolk,  clay,  and  in  much  of  it  there  is  a large  portion 
of  clay),  and  then  took  turnips.  His  success  was  various; 
many  oats  he  lost  by  the  wyer  worm  ; and  his  first  crop 
of  turnips  was,  in  some  fields,  very  indifferent.  In  one 
large  field  the  two  crops  of  oats  failed  entirely,  and  the 
turnips  the  same.  He  has  been  there  seven  years : this 
year  (1802)  his  turnips  were  the  finest  1 had  seen  ; seven- 
- teen  hoefs  in  one  field  ; and  all  his  corn  an  uncommon 
spe&acle  of  greatly  luxuriant  crops. 

He  is  of  opinion  that  all  the  pastures  and  meadows  of  the 
farm  ought  to  be  broken  up.  I think  he  will  make  them 
excellent 

Mr.  Heath,  of  Hingham,  in  1796,  broke  up  seven 
acres  of  old  pasture ; the  soil,  a turnip  loam  on  a marl'c 
bottom,  sowing  oats,  the  crop  21  coombs  per  acre. 

1797  Wheat,  much  damaged  by  the  wyer  worm. 

1798  Oats,  23  coombs. 

1799  Oats,  21  coombs. 

1800  Barley,  16  coombs. 

1801  Clayed  near  100  loads  an  acre  for  turnips. 

1802  Barley,  and  the  crop  very  great  indeed. 

Mr.  Robinson,  at  Carbrook,  in  1795,  broke  up  an 
old  pasture,  dibbling  in  oats,  and  got  17  coombs  an  acre. 

1796  Oats  again,  16  coombs. 

1797  Clayed  for  turnips. 

1798  Oats,  15  coombs. 

J799  Clover. 

1800  Wheat,  six  coombs. 

1801  Oats,  16  coombs. 

1802.  Turnips. 

Sir  Thomas  Beevor  broke  up  an  ordinary  pasture, 
and  dibbled  in  pease ; the  crop  five  quarters  an  acre.— 
Then  he  sowed  buck-wheat ; followed  by  wheat,  which 
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produced  six  quarters  an  acre  ; succeeded  by  turnips,  and 
barley,  with  grasses. 

The  instances  of  the  great  profit  of  breaking  up  old 
grass,  on  whatever  soil,  and  under  whatever  circum- 
stances (but  on  dry  land  being  every  where  superior  to 
wet),  should  be  combined  with  the  arrangement  of  a farm 
in  the  course  of  shifts.  Upon  the  poor  sands  of  the 
southern  half  of  West  Norfolk,  ray-grass  and  trefoil  ate 
their  only  dependence  : their  grand-mothers  trusted  to  these 
plants,  and  the  farmers  of  the  present  day  do  the  same ; 
after  a year  and  a half  they  produce  little ; after  two  years, 
scarcely  any  thing.  Thus  the  land  does  not  get  rest 
enough  : when  broken  up,  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  im- 
pregnated with  the  dung  and  urine  of  sheep,  and  the  crops 
consequently  are  poor;  but  if  the  farmers  w’ere  persuaded 
that  their  future  crops  would  be  exactly  proportioned  to 
the  stock  kept,  from  the  case  of  a layer  of  five  years  to  one 
of  50,  they  would  set  themselves  to  find  more  durable 
plants,  and  bring  their  waste  arable  under  shifts  that  should 
secure  very  different  produffs. 

The  failures  in  this  husbandry  of  breaking  up,  have  all 
been  for  want  of  paring  and  burning. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

WOODS  AND  PLANTATIONS. 

THE  modern  spirit  of  planting  took  place  as  early  in 
Norfolk  as  in  any  other  county  of  the  kingdom  ; and  in 
some  cases,  upon  a very  considerable  scale.  The  exer- 
tions of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  at  Houghton,  and  of 
Lord  Townshend,  at  Rainham,  were  followed  by  many 
other  persons  spread  over  the  whole  county.  I have,  on 
various  occasions,  noted  several  cases  in  planting  in  this 
county ; but  rather  than  transcribe  here,  I wish  to  refer 
the  reader  to  Mr.  Kent’s  Report  of  Norfolk,  who  has 
tieated  this  subject  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

There  are  some  large  woods  at  Biiiinglord  and  Thorp 
Abbots,  where  hurdles  and  hoops  are  the  principal  objedt. 
Hurdles,  12s.  the  dozen.  Admiral  Wilson  has6o  acres 
at  the  former  place,  let  at  ios.  an  acre ; and  Marquis 
Cornwallis  144  acres  at  the  latter,  at  a higher  rent. 
The  Billingford  wood  abounds  much  with  hornbeam, 
which  is  made  into  hurdles,  but  is  inferior  in  working  to 
hazel. 

At  Catfield,  in  Happing,  there  was  a wood  of  150 
acres,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Abergavenny,  that  was 
grubbed  ten  years  ago,  and  it  has  produced  very  fine  crops 
ever  since;  it  was  not,  while  a wood,  let  at  above  501.  a 
a year;  the  produce  faggots. 

Mr.  Allen, at  Stanhow,  took  potatoes  for  the  first  crop, 
15O  bushels  an  acre.  Then  carrots  very  fine ; then  Poland 
oats,  a last  (84  bushels)  an  acre,  f ourth,  winter  tares, 
fifth,  turnips.  The  success  on  |he  whole  very  great, 
t . A List 
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A List  of  Trees  planted  at  Holkham,  from  the  year 
1781  to  1801. 

Acres  planted — 718  acres,  2 roods,  n perches. 


Oak 

336,7°o 

Ash 

420,200 

Sycamore 

179,600 

Beech 

166,280 

English  Elm 

178,260 

Cherry 

92,800 

Spanish  Chesnut 

45  >43° 

Horse  ditto 

16,360 

Birch 

49,490 

Lombardy  Poplar 

51,720 

Canada  ditto 

34>95° 

Abele  - - 

20,150 

Aspin 

2000 

Acacia 

6600 

Hornbeam 

4700 

Plane 

4110 

Witch  Elm 

3700 

Lime 

900 

Larch 

23,820 

Scotch  Fir 

172,850 

Spruce  ditto 

57.85° 

Silver  ditto 

495° 

Weymouth  Pine 

95° 

Pineaster  - 

900 

jEvergreen  Oak 

17,900 

Holly 

10,950 

Mountain  Ash 

i860 

Maple 

- 2100 

Crab 

600 

Service 
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Service 

260 

Alder 

2900 

Willows 

- 27,300 

Weeping  ditto 

12,500 

Sweet  ditto 

2990 

W'hite  Thorn 

65,600 

Hazel 

68,280 

Portugal  Laurel 

1250 

Laurel 

300 

Juniper 

1900 

Laurustinus  * - 

300 

Privet 

* 5>3°o 

Laburnum 

700 

Elder 

6300 

Golden  Osier 

1300 

Sea  Buckthorn 

2700 

Virginia  Dogwood 

2700 

Guelder  Rose 

3°o 

Sweet  Brier 

1200 

Spindle  Tree 

320 

2,123,090 

Mr.  Bevan,  at  Riddlesworth,  has  planted  966,000 
which  have,  at  present,  a very  flourishing  appearance. 

Marquis  Townshend  lias  been  long  in  the  pra&ice 
of  feeding  cattle,  sheep  and  deer,  with  the  trimmings  and 
thinnings  of  plantations:  half  an  acre  thickly  planted  thus 
fed  35  bullocks,  20  cows,  7 young  cattle,  200  sheep,  300 
deer  two  weeks,  with  the  assistance  of  three  tons  of  hay, 
at  4I.  The  browse  saved  seven  tons,  or  28I.  Sheep  are 
fond  of  the  bark  of  Scotch  fir  and  ash,  as  well  as  the  trim- 
mings of  those  trees,  and  it  is  a cure  for  the  scour.  The 
stock  prefer  ash,  Scotch  fir,  and  oak ; but  seem  to  dislike 
beech,  birch,  spruce,  fir,  and  larch. 

' Mr, 
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Mr.  Crowe,  of  Lakenham,  is  a great  advocate  for 
trees  in  grass-land  ; he  has  a pasture  with  many  large  oak, 
ash,  and  other  trees,  with  spreading  tops,  and  he  is  fully 
persuaded  that  he  has  to  the  full  as  much,  aud  as  sweet 
grass  under  them,  without  waste,  as  if  no  trees  were  in 
the  field.  This  is  novel,  and  an  idea  I have  not  met  with 
before ; it  deserves  much  observation : Mr.  Crowe’s  rule 
is  to  admit  air  and  light,  for  if  the  trees  are  close,  or  the* 
branches  hanging  to  the  ground,  in  such  case  the  grass 
becomes  coarse  and  sour,  and  is  refused  by  the  sheep  ; but 
all  is  fairly  and  closely  eaten  under  Mr.  Crowe’s  trees. 

LARCH. 

Colonel  Buller  shewed  me  a circumstance  relative  to 
this  tree,  which  merits  noting:  old  sows,  if  allowed  to 
get  at  them,  will  bark  them  for  the  sake  of  rubbing  them- 
selves in  the  turpentine : he  had  some  killed,  in  this  manner, 
before  he  knew  by  what  cause ; when  informed,  he  ordered 
the  sows  to  be  watched,  and  had  it  confirmed  by  his  own 
view. 

OSIERS, 

Planted  in  small  spots,  and  along  some  of  his  hedges, 
supplied  Mr.  Forby  with  hurdle-stuff  enough  to  make 
many  dozens  every  year,  as  well  as  a profusion  of  baskets. 
The  common  osier  cut  at  three  years ; the  yellow  bark  at 
four. 
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. WASTES. 

NOTHING  can  cause  more  surprize  in  the  minds  of 
many  strangers  on  their  first  visiting  Norfolk,  than  to  find, 
on  entering  the  county  by  Brandon  or  Thetford,  a long 
stage  of  18  miles  to  Swafham,  through  a trail  which 
deserves  to  be  called  a desert:  a region  of  warren  or  sheep- 
walk,  scattered  with  a scanty  cultivation,  yet  highly  im- 
proveable.  This  is  a capital  disgrace  to  the  county,  and 
has  been  the  result  of  an  absurd  prejudice  in  favour  of 
these  old  heaths  for  sheep.  They  have  been  let  for  is. 
is.  6d.  and  2s.  an  acre  for  many  years;  have  been  valued 
at  as.  6d.  of  late  years,  the  best  at  3s.  and  3s.  6d.  and 
while  left  at  such  rents  they  are  not  I .ely  to  be  improved. 
Something,  however,  has  been  done;  better  ideas  are 
slowly  creeping  in,  and  some  men  have  begun,  though 
rood  clay  be  not  found  on  their  farms.  Chicory  would 
treble  the  rent  of  these  lands. 

Mr.  Bevan,  after  trying  several  methods  of  bringing 
old  heath-lands  into  cultivation,  gave  the  preference  to  the 
following  : sow  oats  and  seeds  on  one  earth  after  the  drjll 
roller  ; after  harvest  feed  hard  with  sheep  for  two  years, 
in  order  to  rot  the  old  turf ; then  prepare  it  for  cole-seed, 
by  repeated  ploughing*  and  harrowing*;  feed  off  the  cole 
with  sheep,  and  prepare  for  rye,  with  which  sow  seeds 
again,  and  let  it  remain  as  a layer  til!  it  can  be  claybd  or 
marled  with  6b  loads  per  acre,  when  it  may  be  brought 
into  the  regular  shifts  of  the  farm.  This  process  will  give 
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the  old  flag  time  to  rot,  and  will  not  exhaust  the  soil,  so 
frequently  done  with  new  lands. 

1 802.  The  crops  on  the  fields  thus  managed  have  been 
very  good,  and  are  now  great.  He  continues  of  the 
same  opinion ; paring  and  burning  he  has  not  tried,  but 
has  advised  a friend  to  compare  it  with  this  method.  Mr. 
Be  vast  now  generally  takes  two  successive  crops  of  cole, 
both  fed  off  with  sheep  (the  latter  greatly  superior  to  the 
first),  and  sows  seeds  with  the  rye. 

I crossed  400  acres  of  thick  fern,  called  Eccles  Com- 
mon; half  in  that  parish  and  half  in  Snetterton:  Lord 
Albemarle  has  much  property  in  both;  and  being  a 
good  farmer,  it  is  to  be  hoped  so  fine  a tra£t  of  land  will 
not  long  remain  in  such  a horrid  state,  exhibiting  in  its 
spontaneous  produce,  its  great  capabilities  of  yielding  corn 
and  turnips  most  amply. 

The  commons  are  immense  at  Attleborough  ; Turn- 
moor,  Westear,  Broad  Moor,  Fen  and  Row,  Lyng,  Ba- 
con’s Thorpe,  Decoy,  Butirough  ; these  are  all  above  too 
acres,  and  some  above  200,  with  mnhy  smaller ; I was 
assured  that  they  amount  to  between  2 and  3000  acres. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  Shipdam,  purchasing  200  acres  of 
Sayham  common,  under  the  act  of  enclosure,  pursued,  in 
breaking  up,  the  practice  common  in  Norfolk.  He  took 
two  crops  of  oats,  and  then  clayed  for  turnips : some  on 
this  common,  and  on  that  of  Ovington,  have  begun  with 
pease,  and  got  very  great  crops ; then  oats,  and  then  clav 
for  turnips:  for  two  years  past  the  pease  have  answered 
better  than  the  oats ; the  crops  very  large : the  second  crop 
of  oats  the  best,  and  have  ptoduced  in  many  instances  20 
coombs  per  acre.  I viewed  various  fields,  both  at  Sayham 
and  Ovington,  in  1802,  which  promise  that  produce  at 
least.  I saw  wheat  also,  which  must  be  12  or  13  coombs: 
barley  exceedingly  great,  in  a word,  all  the  products 
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immense;  The  barley  follows  the  clayed  turnips:  Mr. 
Farrow  had  17  coombs  an  acre  of  barley  big  : with  that 
crop  clover:  some  with  ray  and  trefoil. 

Among  the  improvers  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Overman,  of 
Burnham,  ranks  very  high.  When  he  first  took  the  farm, 
the  land  surveyor  employed  by  the  landlord  pronounced 
that  it  was  a dangerous  error  to  think  of  wheat,  as  the 
soil  was  adapted  only  to  rye  and  light  oats.  The  great 
success  he  has  had  in  raising  very  fine  crops  of  wheat, 
proves  that  his  husbandry  has  been  conducted  on  sound 
principles. 

Improvements  on  heaths  and  sheep-walks,  which  bring 
them  from  the  state  of  desert  wastes  to  be  productive  of 
corn  and  grass,  are  certainly  in  the  very  first  class ; but 
there  are  others  which,  though  less  striking,  manifest  abun- 
dance of  exertion,  vigour  and  perseverance.  Mr.  Over- 
man took  a farm  of  Mr.  Coke,  at  Michaelmas,  1800, 
which  was,  as  I could  easily  judge  from  a part,  the  im- 
provement of  which  was  not  finished,  in  a very  had  state  ; 
and  this  spirited  farmer  not  being  of  a temper  to  dream 
over  any  thing,  determined  to  bring  the  whole  into  order 
as  soon  as  possible  ; very  little  remained  to  do  when  I saw 
it  in  June  1802,  and  that  little  would  be  finished  by  wheat 
sowing.  Besides  paying  the  outgoing  tenant  5I.  10s.  per 
acre  for  desisting  from  sowing  the  lays,  and  summer-fal- 
lowing lands  which  many  would  have  sown,  largely  ma- 
nuring, and  other  more  common  exertions,  he  is  going  to 
enclose  the  whole  farm  at  his  own  expense,  throwing  down 
the  old  ragged  fences,  and  arranging  the  fields  anew  ac- 
cording to  his  intended  shifts  : hut  planting  quick  he  post- 
pones, till  all  spear-grass  and  weeds  are  quite  destroyed  : all 
corn  sown  is  drilled,  and  as  clean  as  a garden.  He  brings 
rape-cake  in  his  own  vessel ; has  a numerous  flock  of 
c c 2 South 
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South  Down  sheep;  and,  in  a word,  will  carry  the  pro* 
dudliveness  of  the  land  to  its  ultimate  degree  of  perfection. 

There  are  600  acres  of  good  land  in  Sparham-hcatb, 
that  calls  loudly  for  enclosure. 

Sporle  common,  near  Swafham,  has  much  of  excellent 
land. 

South  Creke  commons,  1000  acres;  four  great  farmers, 
and  four  sheep-walks;  passed  it  by  West  Basham  enclo- 
sures, where  it  is  covered  with  thick  fern,  yet  this  is  the 
worst  land  of  the  four.  Mr.  Smith’s  common  belongs 
to  Mr.  Coke,  and  is  very  fine  land,  worth  30s.  an  acrej 
rent,  tithe,  and  rates. 

Mr.  Crowe  broke  up  a warren  at  Ash  Wicken,  of 
300  acres,  and  re-laid  it  for  a sheep-walk,  with  the  greatest 
success. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  broke  up  165  acres,  an 
old  sheep-walk,  on  a poor  sandy  soil : he  began  with  tur- 
nips, claying  and  mucking  for  them  ; the  crop  very  good, 
and  fed  on  the  land  by  sheep : then  he  took  oats,  which 
were  likewise  very  good:  after  the  oats,  wheat,  and  a fair 
crop:  now  turnips.  The  improvement  great  and  profit- 
able, and  with  this  excellent  farmer’s  management  will  be 
durable. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  acres  of  wastes  at  Holt ; they 
have  talked  for  five  years  of  enclosing,  but  nothing  yet 
done.  • 

Commons  and  unimproved  marshes  abound  much  in 
Fleg  ; but  many  are  enclosing  and  draining : 400  acres  of 
common,  and  as  much  open  field  at  Hemsby,  and  an  en- 
closure just  agreed  upon. 

In  the  parochial  notes  entered  under  the  Chapter  of  En- 
closures, are  numerous  other  cases,  as  well  of  wastes  as  of 
their  improvement. 

• ' t ■■  CHAP. 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 

TO  examine  the  county  of  Norfolk  with  a single 
eve  to  this  objcdl,  and  explain  in  full  detail  the  causes, 
progress,  and  consequences  of  the  improvements  which 
have  taken  plate,  would  demand  at  least  a year’s  travel- 
ling, and  would  require  a large  volume  to  contain  the 
notes  necessary  for  such  an  undertaking.  The  subjeifl  is 
of  such  importance  as  to  demand,  in  every  work  that  con- 
cerns the  agriculture  of  this  county,  a particular  attention. 
The  methods  more  especially  fo  be  treated  are ; 

1.  Draining, 

i.  Irrigation, 

3.  Manuring, 

4.  Paring  and  burning, 

5.  Embanking. 


SECT.  I.  — DRAINING. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  S wanton  Morley,  possessing  a tract 
of  meadows  on  the  river,  at  Billingfold,  poisoned  by  the 
water  being  pent  up.  by  the  mill  at  Elsing,  and  no  fall  to. 
be  gained  on  his  side  for  draining  it,  laid  a truck  under 
the  river,  and,  by  permission,  cutting  a drain  on  the  other 
side,  gained  a fall,  and  by  it  drained  120  acres,  to  his 
great  profit,  and  also  to  lowering  the  soakage  of  his 
neighbours’  meadows.  The  improvement  doubled  at  least 
the  value  of  the  land ; the  truck  delivers  a good  stream 
ftow  (in  August). 

. , c c 3 Them 
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There  are  numerous  fails  which  shew  that  water  is,  in 
certain  cases,  so  confined  within  the  earth,  that  if  the  re- 
servoirs of  it  are  pierced  into,  it  has  a force  sufficient  to 
rise  to  certain  heights.  At  Fincham,  a man  complaining 
that  his  well  was  often  dry,  Mr.  Forby  advised  him  to 
bore  at  the  bottom  of  it.  The  well  was  28  feet  deep  ; and 
on  boring,  the  borer  suddenly  dropped  down  to  the  head, 
and  being  drawn  up,  the  water  gushed  after  it,  and  has 
ever  since  ran  over  the  top  of  the  well. 

The  exertions  which  Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough, 
has  made  in  draining  his  great  farm  of  above  800  acres, 
have  much  merit.  The  first  year  of  his  coming  he  made 
a straight  cut  for  the  brook  which  runs  through  it,  342 
rods  in  length  of  seven  yards;  11 16  rods  of  open  drains 
in  the  meadows ; 2937  rods  of  ditching,  five  feet  broad 
and  four  deep;  and  4871  rods  of  hollow-draining;  these 
works  he  continued,  and  in  1801  did"  above  4000  rods  of 
hollow-draining.  In  another  farm  he  has  at  Carbrook, 
of  400  acres,  he  did  in  1791-2,  798  rods  of  ditching,  and 
788  of  draining  ; in  1792-3,  37 1 of  ditching,  and  1562  of 
draining;  in  1793-4,  57 1 of  ditching,  and  897  of  draining; 
in  1794-5,  201  of  ditching,  and  687  of  draining;  in  all, 
1941  of  ditches,  and  3931  of  drains.  His  drains  are  in 
general  30  to  36  inches  deep,  some  to  four  feet.  He  uses 
any  sort  of  wood,  chiefly  the  bushes  that  were  a nuisance 
to  his  fields,  but  of  late  has  been  forced  to  buy  great 
quantities. 

In  this  note  of  the  exertions  of  the  master,  it  will  be  fair 
to  minute  those  of  one  of  his  labourers,  who  did  1300 
rods  of  hollow-drains  between  Martinmas  and  harvest. 

1 was  rather  surprized  to  find  that  this  improvement 
was  necessary  on  Waterden  farm,  in  a very  dry  country: 
hut  Mr.  Hill,  finding  that  the  springs  were  injurious  to 
much  of  his  land,  made  very  laudable  exertions  in  freeing- 

his 


Digitized  by  Google 


DRAINING. 


39* 


his  farm  from  them.  He  digs  hollow-drains,  from  two 
feet  and  a half  to  four  feet  deep,  filling  them  very  carefully 
with  stones,  hand-picked  from  the  heaps  by  women,  to 
prevent  any  earth  going  into  the  drains  and  impeding  the 
current  of  the  water.  The  cffedls  of  the  improvement 
are  great. 

In  going  from  Waterden  to  Rainham,  passed  by  Scul- 
thorpe  Mill,  and  there  enter  a region  that  must  make  a 
farmer’s  heart  ache.  Of  the  nuisances  that  a country  can 
be  plagued  with,  certainly  w’atcr-mills  class  very  high  in 
the  black  catalogue : for  the  sake  of  this  beggarly  mill, 
which  appaicntly  cannot  be  worth  more  than  from  20I.  to 
30I.  a year,  here  is  a noble  tradf,  from  a furlong  to  a mile 
wide,  of  what,  ought  to  be  rich  meadow,  poisoned  w ith 
water,  and  producing  rushes,  flags,  sedge,  and  all  sorts 
of  aquatic  rubbish.  Who  would  not  suppose  the  two 
sides  of  the  river  belonging  to  little  proprietors,  as  beg- 
gatly  as  the  mill,  who  could  meet  over  their  tankard 
to  wrangle,  but  never  agree  f No  such  matter.  Marquis 
Townshend  on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Coke  on  the  other. 
It  would  not  be  amiss  to  couple  the  two  stewards  of  the 
estates  up  to  the  chin  in  one  of  these  overflowing  dykes, 
till  they  settled  the  matter,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

The  Rev.  Dixon  Hoste,  who  has  done  much  hol- 
low draining,  twists  three  sticks  or  poles  together,  which 
he  lays  in  at  the  bottom  of  the  drain,  and  then  tills,  six 
inches  deep,  with  stones ; as  he  has  found,  that  when  the 
drains  are  filled  with  stone  only,  they  do  not  run  quick 
enough.  The  smaller  drains  he  digs  24  inches  deep,  and 
the  leading  ones  30.  The  price  4^d.  a rod  for  the  one, 
and  5d.  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Havers,  at  Thclton,  drains  attentively ; the  dis- 
tance from  eight  to  ten  yards ; the  depth,  in  general,  30 
inches,  but  of  leading  drains,  32  ; Alls  with  bushes  and 

c c 4 straw  i 


Digitized  by  Google 


DRAINING. 


392 

straw  ; the  expense  5s.  a score.  He  has  tried  the  drain- 
ing plough,. at  the  depth  of  14  inches;  but  the  bailiff 
(Mr.  H.  not  at  home  himself)  thought  that  it  did  not 
answer.  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  inn  at  Scole,  has  done 
much.  On  every  farm  the  improvement  is  very  great. 

There  is  some  wet  land  in  Attleborough  ; and  to  and 
around  Hingham,  draining  is  well  established  and  much 
'done ; but,  strange  to  say,  none  on  pastures,  be  they  wet 
as  they  may. 

About  Watton,  much  done,  and  the  effedl  such,  that 
one  crop  has  paid  the  expense. 

The  father  of  the  present  Mr.  Kerrich,  of  Harleston, 
began  hollow-draining  at  Redenhall  2 7 years  ago;  his 
drains  were  filled  with  bushes,  and  they  work  now.  He 
also  drained  much  pasture  land,  which  was  the  better  for 
three  or  four  years,  but  worse  afterwards,  by  being  too 
dry  ; moles  and  rats  have  now  stopped  many  of  the  drains, 
and  done  good  by  so  doing.  I had  this  fa&  from  the 
present  Mr.  Kerrich.  Much  has  been  done  by  Mr. 
Paul,  of  Starston,  who  recommends  greatly  the  culture 
of  sallows  in  hedges,  as  that  wood  lasts  longer  in  drains 
than  any  other,  3nd  is  as  good  for  the  purpose  as  the 
hazel. 

In  Loddon  hundred,  Mr.  Crickmore,  of  Seething, 
began  hollow-draining  above  20  years  ago : he  is  an  ex- 
cellent farmer,  and  has  been  much  imitated  in  this  great 
improvement. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  has  made  great  exertions 
in  this  husbandry  at  Hempnal,  laying  out  30pl.  in  one 
year. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thuming,  has  made  a great  im- 
provement in  draining  meadows,  described  in  the  follow- 
ing extra£t  from  a letter  he  favoured  me  with : 

“ The  track  of  land  I took  of  the  late  Mr.  Elwin,  is 
. . . about 
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about  26  score  acres,  consisting  of  five  farms,- jumbled  to- 
gether, for  more  than  80  years ; three  of  them  have  not 
had  a resident  occupier  during  memory.  The  lands  were 
chiefly  small  pieces  and  large  borders ; the  meadows  a long 
strip,  of  about  nine  score  acres.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to 
represent  the  bad  state  the  whole  of  the  lands  were  in,  nor 
can  I give  an  cxaCt  account  at  what  prices  the  work  was 
done.  The  fences  arc  chiefly  drains  for  the  land,  which 
always  should  be  the  case,  if  possible.  I began  the  work 
on  the  chief  of  the  meadows,  the  year  before  I took  the 
farm : the  account  I annex  was  all  done  the  first  year  of 
the  lease,  and  I have  since  expended  much  on  all  the 
lands.  I have  always  had  more  labourers  than  1 wanted 
for  harvest : I began  the  work  in  all  directions,  which 
made  it  look  in  a confused  state.  My  neighbours  said  at 
the  time,  it  would  never  be  made  a job  of ; but  before  the 
year  was  expired,  Mr.  Dugmore,  who  knew  the  state 
the  land  was  in,  looked  it  over,  and  paid  me  the  compli- 
ment of  saying,  it  was  the  greatest  and  best  work  he  ever 
saw  in  our  county.  In  draining  land,  the  main  objeCt  is 
to  form  the  main  cut  in  the  bottom ; the  fences  for  the 
next  drains ; then  begin  on  the  great  springs,  and  see  what 
effeCl  they  have:  but  draining  small  springs  seldom  lias 
any  effedt  on  the  large  ones. 

S.  JOHNSON.” 

Thurmng,  Jan.  31,  1803. 
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Work  done  on  the  late  Mr.  Elwin’s  estate  in  Thurn- 
ing,  from  Michaelmas  1796  to  Michaelmas  1797,  by 
Sam.  Johnson. 
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7868  rods 

Stubbing,  clearing,  levelling  by  the  piece  - 
Mould  filled  on  three-wheel  tumbrels  by 
the  day,  on  a valuation  of  id.  per  load, 
36,000  tumbrel  loads : two  tumbrel  loads 
make  one  cart-load 

New  barn,  stables,  bullock-houses,  &cc.  - 
Twenty  extra  horses,  keeping;  jaoo  loads -j 
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Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  digs  his  drains  30  inches 
deep  and  seven  yards  asunder,  price  6s.  a score. 


SECT.  II. — IRRIGATION. 

This  improvement  is  of  very  late  standing  in  Norfolk: 
the  experiments  made  are  few,  but  they  are  interesting 
enough  to  promise  a speedy  extension. 

In  1792  I found  Mr.  Bevan  had  made  some  progress 
in  watering  his  meadows.  In  1794  he  had  completed 
some.  He  purchased  them  at  the  rent  of  4s.  an  acre 
only,  and  his  tenant  had  now  offered  him  40s.  an  acre 
rent,  for  all  done  That  year  he  fed  them  with  ewes  and 
lambs  till  the  15th  of  May  ; the  rushes  were  then  swept 
over,  and  the  produce  of  hay  two  tons  per  acre,  though, 
watered  only  for  48  hours  the  middle  of  June,  and  cut  the 
15th  of  July.  The  expense  of  making  them  was  5I.  10s. 
per  acre  ; the  produce  leaving  36s;  per  annum  interest  for 
that  sum,  or  about  26  per  cent,  praffr. 

• 1802. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IRRIGATION. 


396 

1802.  After  some  years  experience  of  these  meadows, 
Mr.  Bevan  found,  contrary  to  his  expetSlarion,  that  the 
rushes  would  not  give  way  to  the  water ; and  Mr. 
Brooks,  from  Gloucestershire,  viewing  them,  and  hav- 
ing the  favour  of  a visit  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  W right,  he 
employed  Mr.  Brooks  to  new  form  the  works,  by  al- 
tering the  direction  of  the  beds,  and  reducing  them  from 
ten  and  twelve  yards  to  seven,  and  the  immediate  improve- 
ment made  was  very  great : and  he  has  also  made  several 
new  meadows ; the  first  done  were  46  acres,  and  14  more 
are  now  adding. 

Mr.  P.  Galway,  at  Toffts,  has  watered  20  acres: 
having  read  Mr.  Wright’s  treatise,  he  made  application 
to  that  gentleman,  who  procured  for  him  a man  (Mr. 
Brooks)  well  skilled  in  the  Gloucestershire  method.  I 
viewed  the  meadow  which  was  fed.  I have  no  doubt  of 
the  improvement  being  exceedingly  great,  though  the  ex- 
pense, by  contrail,  was  only  4I.  4s.  per  acre  ; but  1 have 
great  doubts  of  the  method  followed.  I think  the  beds  or 
panes  too  flat,  and  that,  consequently,  the  water  has  not  a 
motion  suffic'ently  nimble ; and  this,  I conceive,  results 
from  the  error  of  taking  the  water  from  a level  of  too  small 
an  elevation.  Mr.  Lucas  has  done  a meadow  of  eight 
acres,  still  lower,  at  Lyndford,  upon  which  the  improve- 
ment, owing  to  the  same  cause,  may  perhaps  disappoint 
him. 

Having  crossed  the  Bridgham  river,  going  from  Riddles- 
worth  to  Thetford,  and  observing  that  it  brought  down 
(in  July)  a most  copious  stream,  I made  it  a point  to  exa- 
mine it  higher  up ; and  under  the  conduftof  Mr.  Fowell, 
of  Snetterton,  traced  it  from  East  Harling  church  to  Bre— 
tenham,  being  throughout  that  line  chiefly  bounded  by  the 
property  of  Sir  John  Sebright;  generally  on  the  left 
side,  West  Harling;  but  interrupted  by  the  commons  and 
: some 
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tome  smaller  properties  in  Bridgham,  on  the  right  side. 
How  far  this  circumstance  may  operate  in  preventing  a 
system  of  irrigation,  depends  on  the  rights  of  various  per- 
sons, but  this  precluded,  here  is  a very  fine  field  for  a ca- 
pital improvement  by  watering  ; for  some  distance  the 
stream  is  sluggish,  and  therefore  may  not  give  so  good  an 
opportunity  as  lower  down,  upon  the  lands  between  the 
Hall  and  Bretenbam  ; but  a large  trail  is  evidently  below 
tl»e  level,  and  consequently  capable  of  a very  important 
improvement.  The  rental  of  the  West  Harling  estate, 
on  old  tenures,  is  2387I.  Roundham  is  a very  fine 
farm  of  1600  acres,  including  500  of  ling  heath:  it  is 
500I.  a year  at  present;  and  contains  much  fine  sandy 
loam. 

1 crossed  a fine  stream  at  Chapel  mill,  in  Grcssenhall 
and  Hoe,  which  runs  to  Wcndling;  another  in  Eimham 
and  Beteleg ; much  water  in  August,  and  a falling  valley 
with  it,  capable  of  much  irrigation  ; but  not  a thought  of 
it.  At  Billingford,  it  is  a fine  river : passed  above  three 
miles  over  Mr.  Bloomfield’s  farm, and  again  examined 
the  river  and  meadows  to  Elsing  mill : they  arc  in  a sad 
state  for  many  miles,  caused  by  mills  keeping  up  the  water 
as  high  as  the  adjacent  lands,  and  in  some  places  higher  ; 
ruining  the  lands,  which  it  would  convert  to  gardens,  were  . 
the  waters  applied  to  irrigation  instead  of  grinding.  Messrs. 
Bloom  fields  made  a weir  of  timber  and  stones  to  dis- 
charge the  water  at  a certain  height,  sufficient  for  the  mill, 
which  l examined,  and  could  not  but  commend  ; yet  this 
work  was  opposed  bv  the  miller,  and  was  near  causing  a 
law-suit.  It  is  the  same  story  over  half  the  kingdom  ; and 
were  the  extent  of  the  mischief  known,  would  prove  how 
necessary  it  is  to  apply  other  powers  for  this  purpose, 
•ream,  wind,  See.  rather  than  suffer  a trifling  rent  of  a 

mill. 
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mi!!,  to  prevent  fifty  times  the  amount  being  gained  by  the 
improvement  of  meadows.- 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  on  the  recommendation  of  his 
landlord,  Mr.  Coke,  has  irrigation  in  contemplation ; he 
has  a small  stream  at  command,  and  has  begun  by  a 
straight  cut,  which  is  thus  to  be  applied. 

Note,  in  1792,  the  stream  at  Cley  offers  so  fine  an  op- 
portunity for  watering,  that  I stopped  my  horse,  repeat- 
edly, to  view  it  with  regret.  Poor  sand-hills  might  be  con- 
verted to  rich  meadow. 

The  river  at  Bodncy,  and  the  poorer  arable  lands, 
which  come  down  below  the  levels  it  affords  for  watering, 
struck  me  as  offering  an  uncommon  field  for  irrigation ; 
which  calls  aloud  for  the  exertion  of  that  spirit  which  has 
just  begun  to  awaken  in  Norfolk.  The  two  streams  be- 
tween Swafham  and  Buckenham,  join  at  Bodney. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  has  made  an  exertion  in  ir- 
rigation that  has  uncommon  merit.  Having  3 long,  rough, 
and  very  coarse  meadow,  of  above  20  acres,  through 
which  a small  stream  runs,  which  is  nearly  dry  in  any 
time  of  drought,  but  has  sufficient  water  in  any  other  sea- 
son, he  cleared  a straight  channel  for  it  through  the  centre 
of  the  meadow,  and  taking  the  necessary  levels,  threw  it 
. at  pleasure  into  carrier  trenches,  under  the  two  hedges 
that  bound  the  meadow,  and  accompanied  those  trenches 
with  drains : the  first  part  he  ,did,  remains  too  flat ; but 
as  he  advanced,  he  corrected  that  error,  and  raised  the  sur- 
face into  arched  lands,  running  the  carriers  along  the  cen- 
tre, from  which  the  water  flows  down  the  sides  to  the 
drains.  This  part  is  very  well  done.  The  experiment 
having  been  lately  finished,  the  full  effedl  is  not  yet  seen  ; 
but  it  is  evident  enough  to  determine,  that  the  value  of  the 
- , meadow 
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meadow  is  trebled.  The  expense  of  the  first  part 
was  about  five  pounds  per  acre  ; but  by  filling  up  boles, 
taking  up  turf,  and  laying  it  down  again,  &c.  some  of  the 
latter  part  cost  him,  it  is  said,  above  20I.  per  acre.  Gen- 
tlemcn  who  attempt  this  improvement,  cannot  be  too 
much  impressed  with  the  idea  of  the  necessity  there  is, 
that  water,  applied  in  irrigation,  should  always  be  in  nimble 
motion ; the  effect  is  greater  and  more  certain : another 
circumstance,  oftentimes  not  sufficiently  attended  to,  is 
that  of  the  carriers  being  so  levelled,  that  the  water 
will  flow  over  the  edges  in  every  part,  by  which  means 
it  is  much  more  equally  delivered  than  when  let  out  by 
small  cuts. 

Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  shewed  me  a mead  of  eight 
acres,  which  he  had  very  lately  renewed ; employing 
Mr.  Brooks,  from  Gloucestershire : upon  examining 
the  spot  where  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  the  sluice 
for  throwing  the  water  of  the  river  into  the  main  car- 
rier,  the  foundations  of  an  old  sluice  were  found,  in 
a sound  state;  and  the  whole  immediately  renewed: 
on  further  examination,  the  carriers  and  drains  in  the 
meadow  were  all  traced,  opened  afresh,  and  thus  an 
irrigation  formed  upon  very  nearly  the  plan  of  old 
works,  which  had  been  utterly  negledled  for  at  least 
80  years : upon  further  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  this 
former  irrigation  was  obscurely  known  to  have  existed, 
but  no  records  gave  any  information  of  the  time  when  it 
had  been  formed:  it  is  extremely  curious  thus  to  trace 
former  exertions  in  so  excellent  a husbandry,  followed  by 
so  long  a period  of  darkness  and  ignorance,  as  to  suffer 
such  immense  advantages  to  sink  into  a state  of  neglcdl  and 
ruin.  Mr.  Brooks  approved  the  former  mode  of  irri- 
gation. I may  observe  upon  it,  that  the  water  through- 
out 
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out  the  rtieadow  flows  through  little  cuts : not  one  carrier 
overflows : equally  varying  in  breadth  as  it  advances, 
for  the  equal  delivery,  as  explained  bv  Mr.  Boswell  $ 
the  delivering  trenches  are  not  on  a very  gentle,  but 
on  steep  declivities:  and  the  benefit  is  unequal:  at  the 
end  of  every  little  cut,  there  is  a great  bunch  of  grass, 
with  spots  on  the  sides,  inferior : I pointed  this  out 
to  the  waterman,  and  he  admitted  the  defed,  observing, 
that  those  little  cuts  must,  another  year,  be  greatly  multi- 
plied. It  ought  to  be  apparent  on  the  first  view,  that  the 
equal  distribution,  by  a universal  overflowing,  without  any 
cuts  for  the  purpose,  must  be  superior.  The  company 
with  whom  I viewed  this  and  Mr.  Reeve’s  meadow,  I 
found  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  of  the  great  supe- 
riority of  the  water  first  taken  from  the  river,  and  reason- 
ed as  if  all  the  benefit  arose  from  a deposition  of  certain 
particles,  which  being  dropped,  the  water  became  of  lit- 
tle value : these  ideas,  in  certain  cases  and  to  a certain 
extent,  are  just ; but  they  seem  to  be  carried  here  much 
too  far,  and  may  have  ill  effeds  in  causing  a small 
value  to  be  assigned  to  water  taken  at  the  second  and  third 
hand. 

Mr.  Brooks  forms  his  works  by  the  eye,  and  without 
using  a spirit  level : die  consequence  is,  that  the  distribu- 
tion by  overflowing  is,  in  that  manner,  impossible  to  be 
attained. 

The  improvement,  however,  as  in  all  cases  of  irriga- 
tion, is  very  great:  the  meadow  had  heen  watered  but 
three  weeks,  and  the  growth  was  very  luxuriant ; the  be- 
nefit is  unquestioned  ; and  the  exertion  does  great  honour 
to  Mr.  Purdis,  who  has  the  merit  of  effeding  a most 
valuable  amelioration,  which  so  many  of  his  sleeping  pre- 
decessors utterly  ncgleded. 

April 
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April  7th,  1802,  he  turned  in  his  cows,  and  they  found 
full  feed  during  the  rest  of  the  month.  May  1st,  shut 
them  up,  and  in  nine  weeks  cut  two  tons  per  acre,  and 
they  have  been  fed  since : these  meadows  were  full  of  the 
broad-leaved  plainiain,  which  has  disappeared,  and  are 
now  clothed  with  good  grasses. 

I have  rarely  seen  a finer  opportunity  for  irrigation  than 
at  Hillingdon:  Sir  Martin  Folkes  and  Mr.  Coke 
have  the  stream  as  a boundary  for  two  miles  together. 
Captain  Beacher  walked  with  me  on  the  banks  of  it  for 
a considerable  distance  : I found  the  declivity  every  where 
so  rapid,  that  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  it  may  be  car- 
ried over  a large  traCl  of  poor  arable  slopes,  to  the  effect- 
ing a most  profitable  improvement.  Nothing  yet  done: 
but  this  subjeCt  is  well  started  in  Norfolk,  and  the  age  of 
dreaming  passed.  If  these  proprietors  muddle  themselves 
in  the  low  flat  lands,  on  the  river  banks,  already  of  a good, 
though  inferior  value,  instead  of  running  levels  as  high  as 
possible  for  floating  the  dry  arable,  they  will  make  a shil- 
ling where  they  might  make  pounds.  Forcarrving  irriga- 
tion to  the  highest  improvement,  the  levels  should  be  taken 
for  two  or  three  miles  before  a spade  is  in  hand  : and  then, 
if  therf  be  some  lousy  miller  below,  he  yelps  at  the  un- 
dertaking. Three  or  four  proprietors  should  unite,  and 
buy,  or  burn,  the  mills,  before  they  think  of  beginning. 

Uncommon  opportunity  for  it  from  Sedgford  to  the  sea, 
through  Heacham  : two  mills  denote  a tall  of  ten  feet  in 
three  miles,  besides  the  rapid  motion  of  the  water  every 
where  : after  a long  drought  I found  ample  water  in  the 
stream  for  great  improvements,  and  the  circumstance  of 
manv  dry  arable  fields  iiuder  the  level,  will,  by-and-bye, 
be  found  of  great  value.  Mr.  Styleman  has  engaged 
Mr.  Brooks  to  make  a trial. 
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SECT.  III. — MANURING. 

This  is  the  most  important  branch  of  the  Norfolk  im- 
provements, and  that  which  has  had  the  happy  effect  of 
converting  many  warrens  and  sheep-walks  into  someof  the 
finest  corn  distridls  in  the  kingdom. 

1.  Marie.  n.  Ashes. 

2.  Lime.  12.  Soot. 

3.  Gypsum.  13.  Malt-dust. 

4.  Oyster- shells.  14.  Buck-wheat. 

5.  Sea-ouze.  15.  Yard-dung. 

6.  Sea-weed.  16.  Leaves. 

7.  Pond-weeds.  17.  Burning  stubbles. 

8.  Burnt-earth.  18.  River-mud. 

9.  Stickle-backs.  19.  Town-manure. 

10.  Oil-cake. 

MARLE. 

Thirty  years  ago,  being  in  Norfolk,  I was  informed  by 
the  late  ftlr.  Car,  of  Massinghain,  that  25  years  before 
that  period,  70  loads  an  acre  had  been  commonly  spread ; 
after  which,  many  farmers  tried  30  more,  but  without 
success : his  own  pradtice  was  to  lay  on  35  to  40  load,  and 
iu  three  or  four  years  after,  as  much  more,  by  which 
means  he  found  that  it  incorporated  better  with  the  soil. 

Thirty  years  ago  the  quantity  spread  from  Warham  to 
Holt,  was  60  loads  an  acre,  which  lasted  13  or  16  years 
in  perfedtion,  then  they  laid  on  23  or  30  loads  more, 
which  lasted  ten  or  twelve  years  longer ; repeating  it  still ; 
so  that  previous  to  1770,  that  country  had  much  of  it 
been  marled  thrice  at  least. 

Mr.  Sevan  marled  (clayed,  as  it  is  called)  his  whole 
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farm,  from  60  to  80  loads  per  acre  : I found  his  team 
at  work  at  it,  and  measured  the  carts:  length,  six  feet; 
width,  four  feet ; depth  before,  two  feet ; ditto  behind, 
one  foot ; contents,  36  cubical  feet ; price  of  filling,  28s. 
per  120  loads,  filling  and  spreading,  and  pumping  out 
water  from  the  pit,  if  necessary ; six  horses,  two  tum- 
brels ; four  men  fill  30  loads  a day.  The  expense  per 
acre  for  60  loads  : 

£‘ s • 

Filling  and  spreading  - - o 14  o 

Two  days  work  of  six  horses,  allowance  of} 

oats,  two  coombs  a week,  at  ios.  which,  o 5 8 

for  two  days  - - S 

Hay  . - - -090 

Decline  of  value,  5I.  12s.  6d.  per  horse  per  } 
annum,  at  such  hard  work,  or  4fd.  a day  f ^ 

for  300  days  ; and  for  six  horses,  2s.  3d.  a C ° ^ 
day  - J 

Interest  of  his  purchase,  30I.  or  30s.  a year,  i 

lid.  a day,  and  for  6,  7jd.  - J 0 1 3 

Driver,  at  is.  6d.  - - - o 3 O 

Wear  and  tear  of  carts,  and  interest  of  first  t 

cost,  25I.  say  15L  per  cent.  3d.  a day  j O O 6 


£.1  17  n 

Sundries,  shoeing,  harness,  &c.  - 013 

Per  acre  for  60  loads  - - £.1  19  2 

He  scuffles  the  marie  after  spreading. 

Examining  a team  (belonging  to  one  of  the  tenants  of 
Mr.  Colhoun)  at  clav  cart,  I found  the  tumbrels  four  feet 
three  inches  long,  three  feet  nine  inches  broad,  and  two 
feet  three  inches  deep,  consequently  hold,  if  full,  35  cu- 
bical feet : the  wheels  five  feet  six  inches  high,  and  six 
inches  broad : eight  horses  (sometimesnine)  were  employed ; 
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four  men  filled,  and  did  regularly  32  loads  a day,  eight 
loads  per  man  being  the  stint  ; the  distance  to  the  heaps 
334  yards.  Each  load  made  eight  heaps,  and  to  discharge 
it  the  easier,  there  is  a false  tail-board  in  the  cart.  The 
tumbrel  does  not  separate  from  the  shafts,  as  in  our  com- 
mon ones  in  unloading  ; the  shafts  are  fixed,  and  rise  in  the 
air,  the  traice  horses  drawing  by  the  ends  of  the  shafts, 
and  the  thill  horse  by  short  traices  fixed  at  the  other  end 
of  the  shafts.  The  price  given  to  fill  and  spread,  25s.  for 
1 20  loads,  or  2fd.  each.  I examined  the  heaps  with  particular 
attention,  and  guessed  them  at  four  bushels  each,  and  then, 
asking  the  men  their  opinion,  they  also  guessed  the  same. 
Surely  it  behoves  the  gentlemen  and  farmers  of  this  coun- 
try, to  reconsider  this  business  entirely  ; for  seven  horses 
(and  there  are  often  eight)  to  draw  32  bushels  of  clay, 
seems  preposterous ; 4^  bushels  a horse  are  a load,  which, 
when  you  come  to  divide  it,  seems  such  a system  of  trifling, 
as  to  be  worthy  only  of  children  ; but  viewed  in  that  bun- 
dle of  logs  called  a tumbrel,  with  great  lumbering  wheels, 
the  machine  and  the  load  seem  more  congruous,  and  to 
the  eye  there  appears  something  for  the  horses  to  draw  ; 
but  calculation  tells  us  there  is  nothing  but  a heavy, 
ill-contrived,  unmechanical  cart,  lessening  the  power 
of  the  horses,  till  one  draws  not  more  than  a man  would 
push  in  a wheel-barrow.  All  this  evil,  and  an  enormous 
one  it  is,  springs  from  this  circumstance  of  uniting  many 
horses  in  the  same  draught,  to  form  a team,  which  is  ne- 
ver analyzed  and  well  examined,  but  you  find  it  a bar- 
barity worthy  only  of  savages.  Take  a light  cart,  such 
as  I use  and  have  recommended,  or  even  the  little  car  of 
an  Irishman;  put  one  of  these  horses  in  it,  and  see  if  4! 
bushels  will  be  the  load  ! ! See  if  you  ate  content  with 
9;  try  if  you  cannot  carry  12  ; try  again  at  13^,  or  the 
treble  of  what  your  horse  does  at  present ! ! ! Thus  one 
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horse  does  the  business  of  three.  Bui  drivers  ? Let  us 
examine:  I get  but  little  there;  but  what  do  1 lose?  A 
man,  at  is.  6d.  a day,  drives  away  32  bushels;  this  is  a 
fraction  more  than  a halfpenny  a bushel:  a boy  at  6d. 
avith  me  drives  away  13J;  this  is  not  a halfpenny.  Here 
then  is  no  loss  in  driving,  with  an  enormous  gain  in  team  ; 
and  the  measure  of  employing  children  to  execute  the 
work  of  men,  is  a parochial  and  national  benefit,  which 
wants  no  explanation.  I need  not  observe,  that  with  one- 
horse  machines,  of  whatever  kind,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
allow  a horse  in  the  standing  carl  ; the  horse  in  an  Irish 
car,  or  any  other,  if  prepared  with  that  view,  is  attached 
in  an  instant,  as  quickly  as  you  hook  a traibe-horse  to  a 
thiller.  But  in  this  point,  an  imptovement  which  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Colhoun,  deserves  attention. 

This  is,  a contrivance  to  draw  the  carts  of  any  size 
out  of  the  pits  by  means  of  a capstan ; he  uses  large 
three-wheeled  tumbrels,  and  to  save  the  extra  number  of 
horses,  which  are  used  in  common  to  get  the  load  out  of 
the  pit,  he  applies  a boy  and  a horse  to  the  lever  of  a cap- 
stan, and  draws  up  the  load  with  so  little  loss  of  time, 
that  the  whole  operation  takes  but  three  minutes  and  a half, 
and  with  horses  in  the  common  way,  three : if  it  de- 
manded more,  the  objection  would  go  no  further  than 
letting  there  be  an  extra  cart  in  the  pit,  which  would  pre- 
vent any  waiting.  Mr.  Colhoun’s  arc  thiee-wheelcd 
carts.  By  means  of  this  machinery,  the  pit  may  be  dug 
of  any ‘depth,  without  impeding  the  raising  the  load;  a 
great  advantage,  not  only  to  the  men  in  filling,  but  also 
in  the  quality  of  the  clay  or  marie,  which  is  usually  bet- 
ter at  the  bottom  of  a pit  than  in  any  other  part  of  it.  I 
measured  the  depth  of  one  pit,  which  was  above  20  feet. 

The  country  about  Snettertou  was  all  marled  many 
years  ago;  Mr.  Fowell’s  farm,  fifty  years  past,  and  was 
P d 3 done 


Digitized  by  Google 


MARL  t. 


40$ 

done  by  the  landlord,  who  contrasted  for  the  work,  pay- 
ing by  the  load ; and  this  was  the  cause  of  an  evil,  felt  to 
this  day  ; they  laid  on  a great  deal  too  much  near  the  pits, 
and  too  little  at  a distance : the  soil  in  the  former  situation 
now  tills  badly,  insomuch  that  Mr.  Fowell  wishes  it  had 
not  been  done  at  all.  The  marie  is  yellow,  from  the  mix- 
ture of  clay,  but  ferments  strongly  with  acids. 

All  the  country  about  Watton  has  been  marled  (clayed, 
as  they  call  it),  and  the  general  way  has  been  to  do  it 
upon  the  first  breaking  up  of  all  old  grass.  They  take  two 
crops  of  oats  in  succession,  and  then  clay  for  turnips,  40 
to  60  loads  an  acre. 

Mr.  Salter,  at  Winborough,  in  seven  years  has 
clayed,  as  it  is  called,  100  acres,  at  too  loads  an  acre ; a 
quantity  which  he  thinks  necessary  on  his  soil,  which  is 
a,  wet  loam,  or  springy  sand,  and  also  brick  earth ; but 
observed,  that  if  so  much  was  to  be  laid  on  the  dry  Nor- 
folk sands,  they  would  be  set  fast,  and  it  would  be  many 
years  before  the  clay  would  work. 

All  Mr.  Johnson’s  farm  at  Kempston  is  marled:  he 
approves  of  doing  it  at  twice,  rather  than  giving  the  full 
quantity  at  once. 

The  country  about  Thorpe  Abbots,  has,  in  general, 
been  clayed  ; and  on  the  gravels  it  answered  greatly. 
But  some  being  done  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  farm  a second  time, 
it  did  more  harm  than  good. 

The  hundreds  of  Loddon  and  Clavering  have  all  been 
clayed.  1 observed  many  pits  of  clay  marie  every  where. 
At  Langley,  they  now  bring  white  marie  from  Thorpe, 
near  Norwich,  by  water;  laying  on  12  loads  per  acre,  at 
4s.  6d.  from  the  keel,  barge,  and  costs  5s.  on  the  land. 

Caistor  and  the  vicinity,  has  all  been  clayed,  40  loads 
per  acre. 

Mr.  Everit  marls  from  Wighdingham,  at  5s.  a 
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load,  at  die  water-side,  of  two  chaldrons ; lay*  16  chaldron 
an  acre ; carriage,  three  miles  besides. 

At  Thelton,  &c.  no  old  pasture  is  ever  broken  up  with- 
out marling,  called  here,  as  every  where  in  Norfolk,  clay- 
ing. Much  done  in  the  vicinity,  especially  in  all  the  new 
enclosures ; and  the  best  practice  that  of  claying  one  year 
before  breaking  up.  Without  clay,  the  straw  on  new 
land  runs  up  weakly  and  faint : this  manure  stiffens  it^ 
and  much  increases  the  produce. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  is  decidedly  against 
claying  on  a iaver ; he  has  found,  that  in  this  way,  it  is 
four  or  five  years  before  it  works  well.  He  spreads  it,  to 
chuse,  in  the  w inter  before  a turnip  fallow,  by  which  it  is 
thoroughly  mixed  with  the  soil : he  knows  several  practical 
farmers  of  the  same  opinion. 

At  Hemsby  they  spread  from  20  to  70  and  80  loads  an 
acre,  of  their  own  day  tnarle;  the  latter  quantities,  if  not 
done  in  the  memory  of  man ; but  for  renewing  20 ; the 
effect  lasting  30  or  40  years,  borne  white  marie  is  brought 
by  water  from  Thorpe,  &c.  Mr.  Ferrier  agrees  with 
Mr.  Thurteel,  that  it  is  best  spread  on  a fallow;  it 
works  quicker  and  mixes  better,  than  when  on  a layer. 

Mr.  Brows,  of  Thrigby,  having  a piece  of  land  that 
he  liad  over-clayed,  ploughed  it  a little  deeper,  and  it  then 
did  well.  That  parish  was  marled  above  30  years  ago  from 
Thorpe;  he  now  clays  35  to  40  loads  an  acre,  and  it  doe* 
well. 

At  Martham  they  marie  from  Wightlingliam ; a keel 
costs  5I.  5s.  and  does  two  acres  well ; it  lasts  30  years. 
Mr.  Francis  has  no  clay  on  his  farm;  he  lays  on  10 
cart  loads  per  acre  of  the  marie,  equal  to  20  chaldrons : 6s. 
a load : spreads  it  to  chuse  on  a fallow  for  turnips ; does 
not  approve  of  marling  on  layers,  because  it  hurts  them, 
etherwise  it  is  a good  method,  and  not  apt  to  sink  so  soon. 
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At  Ludham  they  have  it  by  water  from  Thorpe,  Wight, 
lingham  and  Wroxham,  at  4s.  a chaldron;  and  lay  from 
eight  to  ten  cart  loads  an  acre ; it  lasts  20  years.  Mr. 
Hornard  spreads  it  on  stubbles  scaled:  none  better  for 
it  than  a one  year’s  layer  that  is  to  remain  another. 

He  also  lays  it  in  summer  on  turnip  fallows : first  marls, 
then  spreads  the  dung ; scales  in,  and  then  deeper  for  the 
seed  earth. 

Mr.  Cubit,  &c.  at  Catfield,  brings  marie  from  Hor- 
sted,  20  miles,  by  water ; costs  at  the  staith  5I.  5s.  a keel 
of  36  chaldrons,  18  to  20  loads.  He  lays  on  seven  or 
eight  loads  per  acre,  generally  on  a fallow  for  turnips : lasts 
30  or  40  years.  Mr.  Cubit  has  some  land  done  40  years 
ago,  and  does  not  yet  want  renewing. 

Mr.  Cubit,  of  Honing,  spreads  eight  or  nine  loads  per 
acre,  from  Wroxham,  at  5s.  a load  at  the  staith,  three 
miles  off:  he  would  give  9s.  a load  in  his  yard  ; no  clay- 
roarle  of  their  own,  except  at  Happsborough.  When  tur- 
nips shew  the  anbury,  it  is  a sure  sign  that  the  land  wants 
marling. 

They  have  white  marie  in  North  Walsham,  and  it  is 
much  used:  Mr.  Payne  has  done  40  acres  in  one  year, 
12  loads  an  acre : it  lasts  14  to  20  years.  It  is  common  to 
make  layers  of  mould,  the  marie  on  to  that,  and  then  the 
yard  muck,  and  turn  the  whole  over  together : they  also 
lay  lime  on  mould,  turn  it  over,  leaving  it  some  time,  then 
muck  on,  and  turn  the  whole  over  again ; all  chiefly  for 
turnips,  but  some  for  wheat.  Mr  Margateson  brings  it 
five  miles,  from  Oxnead  and  Lammas ; lays  on  ten  cart 
loads  an  acre:  it  lasts  20  years.  If  the  land  has  not  been 
marled,  or  wants  a renewal,  the  turnips  have  the  anbury, 
which  this  manure  prevents  entirely. 

All  the  country  about  Scotto  has  been  marled  ; full  of 
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mark  is  the  expression ; ten  loads  an  acre  on  strong  land, 
and  eight  on  light ; and  lasts  above  20  years. 

Good  yellowish  raarle  at  Coltishal ; they  spread  12 
loads  an  acre,  and  it  lasts  14  years. 

Much  at  Oxnead,  &c. ; Mr.  Repton  lays  20  small 
loads  an  acre : it  lasts  20  years : a second  marling  answers 
well : the  foulness  of  land  shews  the  want  of  marling.  He 
spreads  on  the  layers,  and  thinks  that  the  longer  it  is  kept 
on  the  surface  the  better. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  who  is  a very  attentive 
and  spirited  farmer,  lays  on  28  loads  an  acre  of  clay-marle, 
free  of  callow , which  he  reckons  equal  to  40  to  take  all 
as  it  comes ; but  as  this  demands  a greater  depth  of  pit,  he 
reckons  that  it  costs  him  gd.  or  iod.  a load. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  from  40  to  60  loads; 
and  the  whole  country  there  has  been  so  marled  ; the  white 
best  by  far,  10  loads  as  good  as  40  of  other  sorts.  It  pre- 
vents the  buddle  (crysanthemum  segetum ) which,  and  sor- 
rel, are  the  signs  that  land  wants  marling ; when  done, 
these  plants  disappear.  Marie  does  a second  time,  but  he 
has  found  that  the  best  way  of  applying  it  then,  is  by  com- 
posts with  dung ; on  layers  for  wheat.  Marie,  Mr.  Bir- 
ch am  has  found  bad  for  turnips,  except  when  it  is  wanted 
to  get  a farm  done  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Johnson,  at  Thuming,  clays,  40  loads  an  acre, 
which  lasts  20  years : it  is  best  on  a layer,  but  hurts  the 
grasses  to  the  amount  of  half  the  produce : he  reckons  that 
the  longer  it  is  kept  above  ground  the  better.  Much  marie 
about  Holt. 

All  the  land  about  Binham  is  marled  that  wants  it.  Mr. 
England  lays  on  from  40  to  50  large  loads  an  acre:  it 
lasts  20  years  ; but  this  depends  on  soil.  He  thinks  it  best 
spread  on  ollonds,  between  the  first  and  second  year ; but 
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this  must  be  governed  by  convenience.  After  a proper 
time  a second  marling  is  as  good  as  the  first. 

Mr.  Hill’s  father  marled  350  acres  of  the  Waterden 
farm,  at  80  loads  per  acre ; he  has  done  the  rest  of  the 
farm  himself,  35  per  acre,  and  never  exceeding  40,  think- 
ing it  much  better  to  do  it  at  twice  than  at  once.  The 
eobur  is  yellow  and  white  mixed ; considers  the  yelbw 
as  best.  Spreads  it  to  choose  on  a one  year’s  layer ; and 
in  winter  rather  than  in  summer;  leaves  it  a year,  and 
ploughs  for  the  first  time  very  shallow.  The  first  turnips 
are  not  the  better  for  it,  but  the  barley  great,  especially 
when  it  comes  to  the  bushel.  His  rule,  in  after-manuring 
is,  to  muck  the  first  time,  in  preference  to  fokling.  His 
father  did  one  field,  at  the  rate  of  122  loads  per  acre, 
which  was  so  over-dosed,  that  the  land  lias  not  recovered 
it  yet;  the  soil  light.  It  has  given  but  one  good  crop, 
which  was  wheat,  nine  coombs  three  bushels  (old  mea- 
sure) per  acre : every  other  crop  has  failed  more  or  less. 
If  Mr.  Coke  had  not  glinted  a second  2t  years’  lease  of 
this  farm,  the  benefit,  after  much  loss,  would  all  have 
gone  to  others. 

On  Mr.  Reeve’s  farm,  at  Wighton,  I saw  an  extra- 
ordinary fine  white  marie,  not  as  in  common,  in  globules, 
but  more  resembling  the  equal  consistence  and  texture  of 
white  butter. 

In  all  the  light  lands  of  Norfolk,  clay.,  as  it  is  called, 
but  which  ought  to  be  called  clay  marie,  from  the  quantity 
of  calcareous  earth  it  contains,  is  preferred  much  to  more 
chalky  marls ; and  of  all  others,  the  hard,  chalky,  and 
stony  mails  are  reckoned  the  worst:  when  these  ouly 
(called  also  cork ) are  found  under  trails  of  waste  or  poor 
land,  they  are  not  deemed  improveable  to  profit.  Mr. 
Overman  has  made  the  experiment  of  such,  and  has 
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found  the  benefit  so  great,  that,  diredlly  contrary  to  the 
common  opinion,  he  prefers  them.  I saw  such  used  in 
1792,  on  a very  large  scale  on  his  farm.  He  spreads  from 
4010  50  loads  per  acre.  Such  manuring  prevents  the  anbury 
in  turnips. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  has  no  doubt  of  white 
marie,  on  the  sands  of  his  farm,  being  better  than  clay ; 
it  works  better  and  sooner,  adding  the  expression,  it  will 
buy  a horse,  before  clay  will  buy  the  saddle. 

Mr.  Purscate  has  found  white  marie  more  profitable 
than  clay  ; working  much  sooner : nor  has  he  any  objec- 
tion to  that  hard  chalk  called  cork.  Of  white  marie  lie  lavs 
on  50  to  60  loads  an  acre. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Stanhow,  a very  attentive  and  ex- 
cellent farmer,  has  found,  that  the  longer  marie  or  clay  is 
kept  on  the  surface  the  better.  He  spreads  it  on  a lay  of 
one  or  two  years  old  (the  latter  best),  and  leaves  it  a year; 
then  ricebaulks  the  land,  leaving  it  so  for  the  summer ; and 
it  gives  as  much  food  as  if  it  had  not  been  stirred,  and 
thus  the  marie  works  without  being  buried.  He  mails 
largely,  yet  is  clear  that  it  is  an  enemy  to  grass  and  tur- 
nips. 

Cork  has  been  used  successfully  at  Ringstead. 

Marie  is  found  under  all  the  country  at  Snettisham, 
generally  white:  the  farmers  lay  on  from  60  to  100  load* 
an  acre. 

Mr.  Goddison,  at  Houghton,  laid,  in  six  months, 
3200  loads  on  44  acres  of  very  poor  black-sand  heath,  and 
broke  it  up  j the  success  great,  and  shall  do  as  much  more 
this  year.  He  pays  7d.  a load,  to  a man  who  finds  team 
and  every  thing. 

Mr.  Beck,  at  Castle  Riseing,  has  clayed  all  his  farm, 
60  to  80  loads  an  acre,  and  covered  the  whole  with  Lynn 
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muck.  He  thinks,  however,  that  it  is  better  to  lay  on 
less  at  first,  and  renew  it  by  composts.  He  always  lays 
it  on  ollonds,  and  leaves  it  above  for  a year. 

Mr.  Saffory,  of  Downham,  is  for  40  loads  an  acre, 
and  then  repetitions,  which  is  a far  better  system  than 
much  at  first ; and  he  would  always  spread  it  on  a one 
year’s  layer,  to  be  left  another  year : it  then  does  not  sink 
so  soon.  Not  much  done  near  Downham. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  lays  too  to  140  loads  per 
acre  of  clay  (marie)  on  to  his  gravels ; and  never  found  it 
too  much  ; the  benefit  of  some,  done  thirty  years  ago,  is 
to  be  seen  now : spreads  on  a layer  for  the  sake  of  frosts 
taking  it:  one  acre  done  before  winter,  as  good  as  two  in 
summer. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Tottenhill,  lays  100  load  of  clay 
per  acre  on  black  sand  and  gravel, at  25s.  per  120  in  win- 
ter, and  30s.  in  summer. 

About  Wymondham,  60  to  IOO  loads  of  clay  ; 80  com- 
mon ; some  chalky ; some  blue  j and  some  yellow. 

At  Besthorpe,  white,  blue,  and  brown  marie ; all  fer- 
ment in  acids.  Mr.  Priest,  64  loads  an  acre,  at  30s. 
per  120  cubic  yards;  now,  35s.  to  36s. 


LIME. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  has  used  lime  at  the  same 
time  with  yard-muck,  very  successfully  for  turnips ; three 
chaldrons,  at  10s.  or  ns.  a chaldron,  spread  out  of  the 
waggon  on  land,  on  which  twelve  loads  of  muck  are 
spread:  and  when  a piece  has  had  part  of  it  muck  only> 
and  the  rest  muck  and  lime,  the  cffe<5i  is  seen  to  an  inch. 

Mr.  Saffory,  of  Downham,  has  tried  lime,  sixty 
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bushels  per  acre,  on  his  fen  farm ; but  discontinued  it,  as 
it  did  not  answer. 

“ In  East  Norfolk,  lime  is  successfully  used,  even  after 
marie.  It  is  of  the  greatest  efficacy  on  hot  burning  soils, 
and  is  perhaps  the  most  effectual  cure  of  scalds:  hence 
considered  as  a cold  manure.” — Marshall. 

GYPSUM. 

Mr.  Allen  tried  this  manure,  very  carefully,  at  Stan- 
how,  on  clean  clover. 

March  31.  No.  1 and  4.  No  manure ; produce  average 
of  the  two,  381b.  6oz. 

2.  Four  quarts  sifted  coal-ashes  kept  dry,  50  lb. 

3.  Gypsum,  one  quart,  54^  lb. 

The  ashes,  therefore,  gave  an  increase  of  1 1 lb.  iooz. 
and  the  gypsum  of  16  lb.  20Z. 

OYSTER-SHELLS. 

In  East  Winch  and  West  Bilney,  and  scattered  for  ten 
miles  to  Wallington,  there  is  a remarkable  bed  of  oyster- 
shells  in  sea-mud : the  farmers  use  them  at  the  rate  of  10  loads 
an  acre  for  turnips,  which  are  a very  good  dressing ; they 
arc  of  particular  efficacy  on  land  worn  out  by  corn.  Mr. 
Forster  several  years  ago  laid  20  loads  an  acre  on  some 
worn-out  land,  and  they  had  an  amazing  effect  in  pro- 
ducing grass,  when  laid  down  in  seeds,  giving  a deep 
luxuriant  hue  like  good  dung:  the  benefit  very  great  at  the 
present  time.  They  are  found  within  two  feet  of  the  sur- 
face, and  as  deep  as  they  have  dug,  water  having  stopped 
them  at  16  or  18  feet  deep.  They  are  used  again  and 
again  on  the  same  land,  and  with  the  same  effedl.  At 
East  Winch,  Mr.  Crowe  has  acres  together  of  this 
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most  valuable  manure.  They  fail  to  powder  on  being 
stirred. 

SEA-OUZE. 

Mr.  Palgrave,  at  Coltishal,  uses  much  sea-mud, 
scraped  up  by  the  bear  from  the  bottom  of  Yarmouth 
Haven : he  lays  on  40  loads  per  acre,  and  has  thus  ma- 
nured 70  acres ; the  improvement  very  great.  I found, 
on  trial,  that  it  is  a calcareous  mud:  on  scalds,  or  burning 
places  of  sand  or  gravel,  it  forms  a cold  bottom,  and  is  an 
effectual  cure. 

Fifty  loads  per  acre,  of  sea-ouze,  have  been  used  on  the 
upland  sandy  loams  of  Warham,  with  very  great  success: 
superior  crops  the  consequence. 

SEA-WEED. 

"What  other  name  to  assign  to  a very  singular  manure 
on  the  coast  at  Thornham,  I know  nor.  In  the  great  and 
accurate  map  of  the  county,  published  by  Mr.  Faden, 
there  is  a mark  on  the  shore  for  what  is  called  crabs,  scalps 
and  oak-roots.  Mr.  Rishton  had  the  goodness  to  take 
me  to  view  this  spe&acle,  which  is  an  extraordinary  one : 
it  is  evidently  the  ruins  of  a forest  of  large  trees,  the  stubs 
and  roots  remaining,  but  so  rotten,  that  with  a spade  I dug 
into  the  centre  of  many,  and  might  have  done  of  all,  with 
as  much  ease  as  into  a mass  of  butter.  Where  the  stumps 
are  not  found,  on  digging  I turned  up  a black  mass  of 
vegetable  fibres,  apparently  consisting  of  decayed  branches, 
leaves,  rushes,  flags,  &c.  ; to  what  depth  this  vegetable 
stratum  extends  is  not  known,  but  at  some  creeks  on  the 
very  edge  of  the  sea,  at  low  water,  there  is  a very  fine 
soapy  sea  ouze,  at  two  or  three  feet  depth.  The  extent 
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of  this  once  sylvan  region,  which  every  common  tide 
now  covers,  can  scarcely  be  less,  in  one  place  only,  than 
from  5 to  600  acres.  There  is  not  an  appearance  of 
any  tree  lying  at  present  from  the  stump,  as  if  blown 
down  or  left  after  falling,  but  rather  that  of  a forest  cut 
down  in  haste,  the  stems  cleared  and  hurried  away,  leav- 
ing the  branches  to  rot : but  this  is  mere  conjecture.  It 
is  remarkable  that  there  is  not,  as  I am  informed,  any 
mention  of  this  ruined  forest  in  the  old  historians  of  the 
county ; nor  does  tradition  offer  the  least  conjeCIure  or 
report  on  the  subject.  T rees,  roots,  and  stumps,  are  very 
common  in  bogs,  wherever  found ; but  here  is  not  the 
trace  of  any  thing  like  a bog,  the  earth  is  solid,  and  all  a 
fine  ouze  or  sea-clay. 

Mr.  Risrton  viewed  these  relicks  with  the  eye  of  a 
farmer;  for  experiment,  he  sent  his  carts  down  for  some, 
and  spread  10  loads  per  acre  of  it,  for  turnips : it  an- 
swered perfectly,  and  on  comparison,  equalled  his  yard- 
dung:  and  also  rape-cake.  In  another  experiment,  he 
manured  two  acres  for  wheat,  with  a compost,  consisting 
of  nine  loads  of  this  weed,  and  three  chaldrons  of  lime, 
mixed;  one  acre  with  vard-muck;  one  acre  with  tallow- 
chandlers’  graves,  16  bushels,  and  the  rest  of  the  piece 
with  rape-cake.  The  graves  were,  in  effeCt,  far  beyond 
all  the  rest ; between  which  the  difference  was  not  very 
perceptible.  The  expense  only  is.  per  load:  but  if  a 
barge  was  floated  to  the  spot,  and  anchored  when  the  tide 
was  in,  for  loading  at  low  water,  it  might  be  pro- 
cured at  a much  cheaper  rate.  This  gentleman  is  go- 
ing to  quit  his  farm,  but  not  before  he  has  opened  a real 
mine  to  such  farmers  as  shall  have  the  sagacity  to  dig  in 
it : it  appears  astonishing  that  none  of  them  should  long 
ago  have  made  the  same  experiment,  and  consequently 
have  profited  by  so  beneficial  a vicinity. 

POND- 
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POND- WEED. 

Several  persons  in  Norfolk  are  in  the  regular  habit  of 
clearing  their  rivers  and  ponds  just  before  turnip-sowing: 
they  cart  them  immediately  on  to  the  land,  and  plough  in 
as  muck,  and  load  for  load  they  are  equal  to  farm-yard 
dung.  Mr.  Coke  thus  manures  from  20  to  30  acres  an- 
nually from  the  lake  at  Holkham. 

Mr.  Crowe,  of  Lakenham,  manures  four  acres  an- 
nually for  turnips  with  the  weeds  of  a river  that  runs  by  his 
farm  ; the  plants  are  chiefly  the  Phelandrium  aquaticum 
Stum  nodifiorum  (water-hemlock  and  water- parsnip).  He 
lays  20  loads  of  30  bushels  per  acre,  and  ploughs  in  di- 
re £11  y : are  as  good  on  sand  and  mixed  loam  as  the  best 
dung,  but  not  equal  on  stiff  soils. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  of  Billingfoid,  has  been  in  the  habit 

of  manuring  his  turnip-land  with  weeds  fresh  from  the 

liver,  and  ploughed  in  quickly ; they  have  answered  as 

well  as  vard-muck. 

* 


BURNT  EARTH. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  whose  fine  farm  offers 
many  proofs  of  excellent  management  in  every  part,  burns 
all  the  turf  and  rubbish  which  comes  out  of  the  numerous 
open  drains  he  has  made  throughout  his  moory  meadows, 
as  well  as  the  first  spit  of  many  hedge  rows  and  borders: 
this  he  spreads  on  the  grass,  with  earth  from  hills  and  rows. 
In  his  turnips,  observing  one  part  of  a field  finer  than  the 
rest,  I found  it  had  been  manured  with  cottagers’  ashes, 
who  burn  the  parings  of  grass-land : these  ashes  never  fail 
of  giving  great  crops. 

At  Summer-green,  in  Dickleburgh,  I observed  a large 
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Jieap  of  burnt  earth,  the  ant-hills,  and  inequalities  in  the 
common  pared  off. 


STICKLEBACKS. 

TIrese  little  fish,  which  are  caught  in  immense  quanti- 
ties in  the  Lynn  rivers  about  once  in  seven  years,  have 
been  bought  as  high  as  8d.  a bushel.  The  favourite  way 
of  using  them  now,  is  by  mixing  with  mould  and  tarry- 
ing on  for  turnips.  Great  quantities  have  been  carried  to 
Marhain,  Shouldham,  and  Beachamwelh  Mr.  Fuller 
tliere,  is  reported  to  have  laid  out  400I.  for  them  in  one 
year:  they  always  answer  exceedingly. 

Mr.  Rooerson,  of  Narborough,  has  gone  largely  inter 
this  husbandly,  laying  out  300I.  in  one  year,  at  from  6d. 
to  8d.  a bushel,  besides  carriage  from  Lynn : he  formed 
them  into  composts  with  mould,  mixed  well  by  turning 
over,  and  carried  oa  for  turnips : the  success  very  great. 

. OIL-CAKE. 

From  40  to  50  years  ago  this  was  a very  common  ma- 
nure in  West  Norfolk:’  35  years  ago  I registered  the 
husbandry  of  manuring  tliere  with  oil-cake  ; then  chiefly 
spread  for  wheat.  Mr.  Carr,  of  Massingham,  tried  it 
largely:  he  laid  out  140I.  for  one  crop,  in  which  he  re- 
ceived very  little  benefit  from  the  manuring : on  another 
occasion  his  expenditure  was  for  linrsced-cake,  to  fatten 
beasts,  and  the  dung  thus  gained  answered  much  better  than- 
buying  rape  cake.  About  the  same  period  this  manure  was 
much  used  at  Snettisham,  at  the  expense  of  3I.  10s.  to 
4I.  10s.  a ton,  which  quantity  did  for  three  acres ; the  be- 
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nefit  there  reckoned  exceedingly  great,  but  lasting  only 
one  crop. 

At  that  period,  from  Holkham  to  Holt  they  spread  one 
ton  three-quarters  to  three  acres  ; bringing  it  from  Hol- 
land and  Ireland,  but  they  found  the  Dutch  cakes  best, 
from  not  being  pressed  so  much.  It  lasted  strongly  only 
for  one  crop,  wheat ; but  of  some  use  to  the  following 
turnips. 

In  1784  I found  Mr.  Coke  in  the  regular  praCtice  of 
using  this  manure,  at  5I.  per  ton.  He  found  it  more  forc- 
ing to  a crop  of  wheat  than  either  dung  or  fold ; but  the 
turnips  after  the  wheat  not  so  good  as  after  dung  spread 
for  that  crop. 

At  present  ( 1803)  it  is  81.  10s.  per  ton,  and  he  drills  in 
with  the  turnip-seed  a ton  to  six  acres ; and  though  when 
used  in  lumps,  it  may  be  better  to  sow  it  six  weeks  before 
the  seed,  yet,  in  his  estimation,  this  is  not  the  case  when 
reduced  thus  to  a powder. 

In  the  district  of  Holkham  rape-cake  is  very  generally, 
perhaps  I might  say  universally,  used.  They  now 
spread  a ton  on  three  or  four  acres,  usually  sowing  it 
(about  eleven  or  twelve  bushels  to  the  acre)  for  wheat  or 
turnips,  or  for  both.  Mr.  Overman  has  compared 
English,  Dutch,  and  Irish  cake ; the  latter  he  thinks  the 
worst,  and  suspeCts  from  its  breaking  of  a black  grain,  as 
well  as  from  its  want  of  that  agreeable  scent  yielded  by 
other  cakes ; that  it  has  undergone  in  the  manufacture 
some  operation  by  fire.  This  manure  is  very  effective. 

The  expense  rising  so  high,  induced  Mr.  Coke,  some 
time  ago,  to  recommend  to  Mr.  Cook,  the  patentee  of 
the  drill-plough,  to  add  to  that  machine  an  apparatus  for 
sowing  rape-cake- dust  with  turnip-seed ; but  his  various 
engagements  preventing  the  necessary  attention,  Mr. 
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Coke  lias  procured  one  from  Mr.  Burrel,  of  Thet- 
ford,  which  worked  while  I was  at  Holkham,  to  the 
great  satisfadlion  of  every  one  who  saw  it,  delivering  a 
constant  stream  ef  powder  so  regularly,  that  no  doubts  were 
entertained  of  the  great  Success  of  the  invention.  It  con- 
tains alternate  divisions,  with  large  and  small  cups  for  the 
delivery  of  both  cake  and  seed  into  the  same  drills.  In 
this  way  a ton  does  six  acres,  instead  of  three  or  four  in 
the  common  method.  In  a letter  I afterwards  received 
from  this  very  able  cultivator,  he  informed  me  that  the 
experiment  answered  to  his  satisfadlion. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Waterden,  has  much  doubt  of  the  bene- 
fit of  this  manure,  and  thinks  that  it  is  often  used  (the 
great  expense  of  it  considered)  to  loss.  For  the  last 
three  years  it  has  decreased  in  goodness,  by  reason  of  the 
increased  power  of  the  mills,  exertions  caused  as  he  thinks 
by  the  great  demand.  It  should  not  be  used  in  less  quan- 
tity than  two  tons  to  five  acres ; and  always  for  turnips  in 
preference  to  wheat. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  finds  that  from  one-third 
to  half  a ton  per  acre  for  turnips,  will,  in  a wet  season, 
beat  every  thing.  It  ought  to  be  sown  the  first  week  in 
May,  if  possible  ; all  ideas  of  putting  it  in  at  the  same  time 
with  the  seed,  he  thinks  erroneous ; he  has  seen  it  quite 
lost  thus  : in  dry  seasons  it  has  no  effe£h  Of  this  manure 
Mr.  Johnson  uses  much.  He  thus  expresses  himself  in 
a letter  he  favoured  me  with: 

“ Rape-cake  is  an  excellent  manure  for  turnips,  and 
does  not  subject  them  to  mildew ; they  will  grow  longer 
than  from  any  other  manure ; the  turnip  that  grows  most 
after  Michaelmas  is  always  of  the  best  quality.  Malt 
combs  quick  to  bring  the  turnip  to  the  hoe ; rape-cake 
slow ; where  both  are  used  they  should  be  sown  together, 
e e 2 but 
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but  not  at  the  same  time ; the  rape -cake  should  be  broken 
to  the  sire  of  walnuts,  the  less  dust  the  better,  and  should  be 
sown  in  April  or  May,  as  near  the  second  ploughing  as 
conveniently  can  be  done,  to  have  a slower  on  it ; the 
malt-combs  should  be  sowed  on  the  last  earth,  and  har- 
rowed in  with  the  seed.” 

Mr.  England,  ofBinham,  uses  much  rape-cake,  and 
this  year  his  turnips,  thus  manured,  are  his  best.  The 
cake-dust  should  be  scaled  in,  early  in  May. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  uses  large  quantities  of  rape- 
cake  for  his  turnips,  which  in  a wet  season  is  an  excellent 
manure.  Mucked  turnips  come  quicker  at  first  than 
caked  ones,  but  the  latter  exceed  them  afterwards : it  is 
best  applied  three  weeks  or  a month  before  sowing  the 
seed,  scaled  in  by  the  last  earth  but  one : the  deeper  seed- 
earth  then  deposits  the  manure  in  the  centre  of  the  furrow. 

Mr.  Henry  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  has  this  year  tur- 
nips for  which  he  spread  rape-cake,  at  the  expense  of  3I. 
per  acre,  and  the  crop  is  not  worth  20s. ; but  it  answers 
m a wet  season. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  feeds  many  bullocks 
with  oil-cake,  and  finds  that  one  load  of  the  dung  is 
worth  two  of  any  other : this  he  thinks  by  far  the  best, 
and  even  the  cheapest  way  of  getting  a farm  into  condition, 
and  laughs  at  fhe  idea  of  buying  rape-cake  for  manure, 
when  compared  with  this  superior  pra6lice.  It  is  expen- 
sive to  men  who  put  lean  beasts  to  cake,  but  if  they  are 
what  is  calkd  fat  before  cake  be  given,  it  answers  well. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  has  found  that  io  load 
of  dung  from  cattle  fed  on  oil-cake,  will  do  as  well  as  16 
loads  from  turnip-fed  beasts. 

Mr.  Stylem  an,  finishing  his  turnips  before  the  grasses 
were  ready  for  the  sheep,  gave  oil-eake  in  troughs,  with 
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cut  liay,  to  the  amount  of  just  6d.  a week  for  cake,  on  a 
pea  stubble ; a pond  in  the  field : it  continued  four  or  five 
weeks,  and  turnips  succeeded,  which  were  the  best  on  his 
farm,  and  a very  great  crop. 

ASHES. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  buys  all  the  ashes  he 
can  get,  of  the  poor  people  who  burn  flag  parings,  and 
the  strength  of  them  is  very  great  on  his  heavy  land  ; but 
on  dry  sand  he  remarks  that  (hey  do  little  good. 

Mr.  Sty  leman,  of  Snettisham,  has  manured  sainfoin 
with  coal-a:  lies ; 40  bushels  per  acre,  and  with  great  suc- 
cess. 


SOOT. 

Mr.  Birch  am,  of  Hackford,  lays  out  from  70I.  to 
tool,  a year  in  soot,  sowing  20  bushels  per  acre  on  his 
wheat,  in  March  or  April. 

MALT-DUST. 

Mr.  Kerrich,  of  Harleston,  manures  for  turnips  with 
50  sacks  of  malt-dust  per  acre,  at  is.  6d.  and  gets  finer 
crops  than  with  yard-dung. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  uses  this  manure;  10  sacks  per  acre,  at 
3s.  6d.  a sack. 

BUCK-WHEAT. 

Mr.  Bevan  has  been  in  the  practice  some  years  of 
ploughing  in  buck-wheat  when  in  full  blossom,  as  a ma- 
nuring for  cole : the  success  to  his  satisfa&ion. 

Mr.  Salter  has  ploughed  it  iu  as  manure,  fixing  a 
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bush  to  the  beam  of  the  plough,  to  brush  it  down  for  that 
purpose. 

Upon  a harsh  stiff  piece  of  marshland,  at  Warham,  Sir 
J.  Turner  sowed  buck,  and  ploughed  it  in  for  wheat; 
it  answered  well  as  a manure,  besides  saving  much  tillage. 
Sir  Thomas  Beevor  tried  the  same  husbandry  on  strong 
clay,  and  got  five-quarters  of  wheat  per  acre. 

YARD-DUNG, 

Through  every  part  of  West  Norfolk,  from  Brandon 
and  Thctford,  to  Snettisham  and  Holkhain,  the  farm-vard 
dung,  after  foddering  is  over,  is  turned  up  in  heaps  in  the 
yard,  or  carted  on  to  heaps  in  the  fields,  where  it  is  turned 
over  for  mixing:  Mr.  Denton,  of  Brandon,  has  made 
an  observation  on  this  point,  which  has  a tendency  to  a 
change  of  system.  It  seems  from  the  general  practice, 
that  the  gentlemen  and  farmers,  for  all  are  in  the  same  hus- 
bandry, do  not  conceive  that  the  sun  and  wind  have  any 
power  of  extraditing  those  volatile  particles  which  contri- 
bute to  the  food  of  plants ; and  the  common  way  of  leav- 
ing the  heaps  when  carted  on  to  the  land  for  some  time 
before  spreading,  and  again,  when  spread,  before  plough- 
ing in,  shew  that  this  is  the  case.  Here,  however,  I 
must  make  an  exception  of  Mr.  Coke,  whose  teams  I 
saw  so  proportioned,  that  the  dung  was  turned  in  as  fast 
as  carried  out,  and  very  completely  buried ; but  it  was 
short. 

The  observation  alluded  to  is  this — Mr.  Denton  shew- 
ing me  his  beautifully  improved  warren  farm  at  Feltwell, 
he  remarked,  how  much  better  one  half  of  a layer  of  seeds 
was  than  the  other ; occasioned  by  one  part  being  manured 
with  long  dung,  and  the  other  with  old  turned-over  short 
dung.  The  soil,  quite  a sand  : I observed  the  different 
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appearance  clearly.  The  best  was  that  which  was  covered 
with  the  long  manure. 

Thirty  years  ago  they  reckoned,  near  Holkham,  that 
the  wheat  stubble  ploughed  in,  was  as  good  as  a light  coat 
of  dung. 

Mr.  Bradfield,  of  Kerattishall,  Suffolk,  tenant  to 
Mr.  Be  van,  carries  the  yard-dung  long  from  the  yard, 
without  any  turning  or  mixing,  and  spreads  it  about  six 
weeks  before  sowing ; ploughs  it  in  fleeter  than  for  the 
sowing  earth,  but  not  so  fleet  as  what  is  called  scaling ; 
ploughs  two  or  three  times  after  the  manuring. 

Mr.  Bloomfield’s  bailiff,  in  the  absence  of  his  mas- 
ter, gave  his  opinion  in  favour  of  rotten  dung,  rather  than 
long  and  unrotted  : however,  this  year,  he  says,  they  used 
the  latter,  and  the  turnips  on  bad  land,  justify  an  opinion 
different  from  his  own. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Priest,  at'Scarning,  in  1801,  on  a field 
that  had  been  unkind  for  turnips,  drew  it  into  baulks,  and 
laid  long  fresh  dung  into  the  furrows,  then  split  the  baulks, 
covering  the  manure,  and  drilled  the  turnips  on  the  tops  of 
the  ridges;  the  crop  proved  the  largest  and  best  in  the 
neighbourhood.  His  man,  not  satisfied  with  this  method, 
and  thinking  that  he  could  geta  better  crop,  Mr.  Priest 
permitted  him  to  try : he  laid  the  land  on  broadlands,  and 
sprained  the  seed  into  every  other  furrow,  but  in  such  a 
manner,  that  it  came  a broad-cast  crop  and  good  for  little ; 
because  bis  dung  was  net  buried. 

Mr.  Priest,  complaining  to  Mr.  Bircham,  ofReep- 
ham,  that  he  had  some  land  on  which  it  was  difficult  to 
get  turnips,  had  this  answer — Put  on  your  dung  in  autumn , 
and  your  difficulties  will  vanish. 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  pointing  at  some  dung- 
hills, observed,  that  he  had  now  got  a year’s  muck  before- 
hand: over-year  muck,  he  thinks,  far  preferable  to  long 
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fresh,  as  the  latter  breeds  inserts,  &e.  and  sometimes  is 
hurtful.  We  soon  after  entered  a very  fine  field  of  turnips, 
the  crop  beautiful ; and  long  dung  lying  about  some  of  the 
best  parts  of  the  field  : his  theory  was  here  evidently  con- 
demned by  the  appearance  of  the  plants. 

Mr.  Harers,  at  Thelton,  in  common  with  his  neigh- 
bours, keeps  his  yard-dung  in  hills,  and  composts,  calledi 
quer-ycar  muck:  that  is,  kept  over  tire  year  to  have  it  old, 
apd  for  use  in  succession,  so  managed. 

Mr.  Drake,  of Billingford,  in  the  same  vicinity,  does 
not  approve  of  over  year  muck  for  heavy  land ; but  on 
light  land,  subject  to  burn  short  dung  best:  and  he  has 
observed,  that  when  land  has  been  over  clayed,  long  dung 
helps  it  much. 

Mr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  carts  clay  marie  on  to 
heaps  in  the  summer,  to  which  he  carries  Jiis  yard-dung, 
turns  ^pver  thrice,  and  spreads  it  for  turnips,  or  wheat,  or 
on  voung  seeds,  and  he  finds  that  on  his  burning  gravels, 
it  answers  better  than  dung  alone  ; though  a second  clay- 
ing on  the  same  land,  will  do  more  harm  than  good. 

The  farmers  about  South  Walsham,  &c.  mix  dung 
and  mar]e  together.  This  Mr.  Syble  thinks  a bad  prac- 
tise, as  the  marie  will  not  wprk  in  the  land,  after  it  has 
•parked  in  the  dung- 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  does  not  approve  of  over- 
year muck  : the  best  method,  he  thinks,  is  to  spread  earth 
over  the  farm-yard  before  foddering  hegins,  to  let  it  be 
late  before  it  is  turned  up,  to  turn  over  the  hill  onpe,  and 
In  a month  after  to  cart  it  for  turnips.  He  never  mucks 
for  wheat : but  very  good  to  do  it  for  winter  tares,  in  order 
for  having  turnips  immediately  after;  in  this  way  he  al- 
ways gets  good  turnips. 

jyir.  Th,vktell  dqqs  ijqt  approve  of  over-year  muck; 

he 


YARD-DUNG. 


425 

lie  carts  it  on  to  heaps  as  soon  as  his  turnips  are  sown,  to 
rest  without  turning  till  wheat-sowing;  as  all  his  turnips 
are  manured  from  Yarmouth.  He  has  accidentally  carted 
long  par  muck  for  turnips,  to  finish  a field,  and  rhey  were 
certainly  a worse  crop:  for  wheat  it  may  be  different. — 
Mr.  T hurteli.  thinks  the  winter  is  the  worst  time  of 
all  for  carrying  out  muck,  whether  from  yards  or  com* 
posts ; it  should  he  either  in  summer  for  turnips,  or  ii^ 
autumn  for  wheat.  He  does  not  wish  any  of  his  straw 
to  be  eaten  , all  trodden  into  muck. 

Mr.  Ever  IT,  of  Caistor,  never  uses  over-year  muck  ; 
he  carts  from  the  yaid,  late  in  the  spring,  forming  heaps; 
ip  three  weeks  turns  over,  and  in  a fortnight  more  carts 
and  spreads  for  turnips:  when  he  has  fallen  short  in  quan- 
tity, he  has  taken  long  and  tfesh  dung,  and  has  had  a$ 
good  turnips  as  alter  the  short.  Upon  strong  land,  he  haf 
known  long  fresh  dung  answer  very  well:  the  chief  ob? 
jedtion  to  it  is  the  difficulty  of  turning  it  in.  He  waf 
much  pleased  at  the  idea  of  the  skim  coulter. 

At  Hemsby,  Mr.  Ferrier,  &rc,  thinks  short  dung, 
from  being  carted  to  a hill,  best;  but  no  over-year  muck, 
Mr.  Ferrier  gives  fifteen  loads  per  acre  to  turnips,  and 
six  to  wheat- 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Thrigby,  has  carted  long  stable-muclt 
in  March,  without  any.  stirring,  for  turnips,  and  had  as 
good  crops  as  from  hilled  short  muck ; but  in  such  cases 
gives  15  loads  per  acre,  instead  of  12.  If  the  same  quan- 
tity, he  thinks  the  rotten  would  prove  the  best.  His  ob- 
jection to  long  muck  is,  the  idea  that  seeds  would  be 
carried  out  which  would  not  vegetate  in  time  for  the  hoe 
to  destroy  them,  such  as  dpeks  and  needles  ; and  these,  I10 
imagines,  are  destroyed  by  the  fermentation,  when  hilled, 
and  for  this  purpose,  the  ut.ucjc,  by  all  good  farmers,  is 
• thrown 
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thrown  light  on  to  the  hills,  without  carting  on  to  them. — 
He  never  turns  them  over.  Mr.  Brown  puts  no  value 
on  the  dung  made  by  straw -fed  beasts.  He  has  also  tried 
dung  collect  cd  from  commons,  and  found  it  of  little  or  no 
service.  He  remarked  also,  that  the  dung  which  in  long 
snows  has  been  deposited  by  sheep  under  hedges,  has 
proved  of  very  small  use.  Mr.  Brown,  and  other  good 
farmers  in  Flcg,  are  attentive,  in  carting  out  muck,  &c. 
to  make  the  drivers  keep  on  the  head-land  till  they  come 
to  the  end  of  the  land  which  is  manuring,  so  as  to  make 
each  ridge  bear  its  exa£t  proportion  of  damage,  if  any  : 
for  want  of  this  attention,  if  the  men  are  left  to  themselves, 
they  make  roads  across  from  the  gate,  in  every  direction, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  crop. 

Mr.  Syble,  of  South  Walsham,  thinks  over- year  dung  a 
bad  system  : he  is  in  the  common  pradlice  of  the  country, 
but  were  he  to  farm  a strong  soil,  he  would  carry  out 
long  dung  diredlly  to  the  land  : and  on  all  soils  it  cannot 
be  too  new,  if  it  be  in  the  right  state. 

Mr.  Francis,  at  Martham,  no  over-year  muck,  but 
in  manuring  Lr  wheat,  some  left  was  carried  on  for  tur- 
nips, and  there  the  crop  not  so  good,  though  perhaps  a 
fuller  plant.  He  has  tried  long  muck,  fresh  from  the  yard, 
and  it  does  as  well  as  any,  but  not  quite  so  quick  a growth 
for  the  first  six  weeks.  He  has  no  objection  to  the  prac- 
tice, but  the  difficulty  of  burying  it.  He  likes  the  idea  of 
the  skim  coulter.  He  carts  on  to  heaps,  and  if  the  team 
goes  on,  always  turns  the  heap.  He  lays  twelve  loads  per 
acre  for  turnips,  and  likewise  eight  for  wheat.  This  large 
manuring,  common  in  these  hundreds,  depends  much  on 
the  quantity  of  marsh  and  fen  land,  abounding  in  all  this 
country,  and  which  commonly  yields  a great  plenty  of 
rough  coarse  fodder  and  tushes,  for  thatch  and  litter. 
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At  Ludham,  12  loads  per  acre  of  par  dung,  common. 
Mr*  Hornard  often  lavs  on  20.  He  carts  his  muck  to 
heaps,  on  moulds,  not  suffering  the  teams  to  go  on  to  the 
hills.  Some  farmers  turn  it  over.  He  never  keeps  it  over- 
year. He  lays  some  on  for  wheat,  but  for  turnips  in  pre- 
ference. 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Catficld,  and  others,  carry  out  muck 
in  frosty  weather,  on  to  mould  heaps,  and  also  when  bar- 
ley sowing  is  over.  He  has  often  carried  out  long  fresh 
dung  for  turnips,  and  the  effedl  has  been  very  good,  espe- 
cially if  the  land  has  been  at  all  strong  or  wet.  The  ob- 
jections are,  the  difficulty  of  hoeing  well,  and  the  manuring 
being  unequal,  from  some  yards  and  parts  of  yards  being 
better  than  others ; whereas,  in  carting  to  hills,  Mr.  Cu- 
bit takes  from  oxen  and  stables,  alternately,  in  order  that 
the  whole  may  be  mixed  and  equal,  when  turned  over. 

Mr.  Cubit,  at  Honing,  thinks  that  for  land  on  a wet 
bottom,  long  dung  is  good  for  turnips  or  wheat ; but  he 
cans  on  to  hills,  to  have  it  as  short  as  possible;  for  on 
light  land  he  has  known  it  fail,  for  turnips,  when  long. 

Throughout  the  hundreds  of  North  and  South  Erping- 
ham,  the  same  management  prevails : all  cart  out  and  hill, 
and  in  general  turn  over. 

Mr.  Dyele,  of  Scotter,  makes  platforms  of  earth,  then 
a layer  of  marie,  and  turns  over,  then  adds  muck,  and 
turns  again,  whether  for  turnips  or  wheat.  Has  on  many 
acres  carted  long  fresh  stable  muck  for  turnips,  ploughing 
jt  in  at  once,  and  gained  fine  crops  if  the  season  proved 
wet ; but  not  in  a dry  time. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  thinks  long  dung  the  best 
for  turnips ; however,  he  seldom  uses  it ; but  when  he 
has,  the  turnips  have  generally  been  the  best.  Carts  his 
dung  on  to  heaps  of  marie,  and  turns  over. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thpming,  thinks  that  muck  wastes 
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by  keeping  to  an  unprofitable  degree,  and  that  the  tnore  it 
is  turned  over,  the  worse:  he  has  tried  long  muck,  fresh 
from  the  yard,  for  turnips,  and  got  as  good  by  it  as  by 
any  other ; and  the  bar ley  also  as  good.  The  difficulty  is 
to  get  it  buried : he  has  employed  boys  to  tuck  it  in : he 
approves  much  of  the  idea  of  the  skim  coulter. 

Extrail  of  a Letter  from  Air.  Johnson. — “ Where 
land?  are  unkind  for  turnips,  straw  may  be  converted  into 
muck  with  profit,  by  feeding  the  pigs  with  pease  in  the 
yards ; and  the  muck  kind  for  turnips  ; the  quality  of  the 
muck  depends  on  what  the  animals  is  fed  with ; muck 
made  from  turnip-fed  beasts  is  better  for  grass  or  wheat, 
- than  for  turnips:  if  beasts  have  nothing  but  straw  and 
turnips,  it  is  not  so  kind  for  turnips  as  muck  made  in  straw- 
yards  from  other  food.” 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  carts  his  yard-muck  on 
to  heaps  in  the  winter,  and  turns  up  the  rest  in  the  yard, 
to  get  it  rotten  for  the  turnip-seed  earth,  and  thinks  it 
wo.uld  lose  its  virtues  if  carried  on  long:  on  strong  land  it 
njay  do,  carried  on  in  winter,  for  turnips,  and  has  done  it 
on  such  a soil  with  good  effect.  He  has  no  doubt  of  the 
superiority  of  rotten  muck  for  turnips,  but  is  against 
keeping  it  over-year. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  carts  his  vard  muck  on  to 
heaps,  and  turns  them  twice,  to  destroy  the  seeds  of  weeds, 
and  the  shorter  the  better,  provided  it  be  in  a fermenting 
state : eight  load  of  short  are  as  good  as  twelve  long ; but 
over-year  muck  bad,  as  fermentation  in  that  is  over.  He 
has  tried  long  and  fresh  dung,  but  it  has  not  answered  so 
good  a purpose.  He  lays  on  all  his  muck  for  turnips; 
none  for  wheat. 

Mr.  Reeve  is  clear  that  all  straw  should  be  trodden 
into  muck,  and  none  eaten.  He  has  kept  a large  dairy  of 
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cow’s,  and  thinks  them  the  worst  stock  that  can  be  on  i 
farm,  as  turnips  are  drawn  for  them,  instead  of  being 
fed  on  the  land  by  sheep ; and  more  straw  is  eaten  by  them, 
instead  of  being  trodden,  than  by  any  other  stock.  His 
expression  was,'  “ I would  not  have  a mouthful  eaten.1* 

f have  observed  on  many  farms,  the  dung  for  turnips 
either  not  well  turned  in,  or  harrowed  out  again,  and  often 
recommended  the  use  of  the  skim  coulter.  I should  ob- 
serve, however,  that  on  Mr.  Coke’s  farm,  his  dang  was 
very  well  tucked  in  ; whether  it  would  have  been  the  same 
had  it  been  long  dung,  is  a question. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  remarks,  that  long  muck  is  best,  if  laid 
on  in  November,  for  turnips  the  following  year ; especial- 
ly on  wet  cold  land:  but  short  and  rotten  for  summer 
manuring  on  the  land  that  has  had  three  earths.  The  dif- 
ference, in  this  case,  little  in  the  barley  after  the  turnips, 
but  much  in  the  turnips  themselves. 

The  Rev.  Dixon  Hoste,  at  Goodwick,  prefers  short 
and  rotten  dung : dunghills  for  rotting  seen  in  all  that 
country. 

The  quantity  per  acre  generally  applied  on  the  sand 
district,  north  of  Swafham,  is  10  cart-loads ; and  every 
man  tills  that  quantity  for  a day’s  work.  The  price  for 
filling  and  spreading,  is  3d.  a load,  of  large  three-horse 
carts : three  men  spread ; one  to  throw  out,  and  two  to 
break  to  pieces,  and  shake  about  equally. 

Mr.  Overman  desired  me  to  remark  a superiority  of 
a part  of  a field  of  sainfoin:  it  was  very  visible.  He 
could  attribute  it  to  nothing  but  that  part  of  the  field  hav- 
ing been  dunged  twelve  years  before : the  soil  a sharp 
gravel,  commonly  thought  to  devour  dung  quicker  than 
most  other  soils. 

Mr.  Dursgate  carts  his  muck  on  to  heaps,  and  then 
turns  over : he  has  tried  it  long  and  fresh  for  turnips,  but 
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likes  short  much  better:  though  100  loads  carried  out,  be- 
comes but  60  on  the  land.  Mr.  Dursgate  would  not 
have  a bullock  on  his  farm,  except  for  treading  straw  into 
muck : he  would  have  none  eaten. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Snettisham,  carts  out  his  yard- 
muck  on  to  platforms  of  marie,  turns  over*  and  lays  it  on 
for  turnips.  He  thinks  long  muck  might  do  well  for 
strong  land. 

Mr.  Saffory,  of  Downham,  turns  over  the  dung  in 
the  yard,  and  then  carts  it  for  turnips,  ploughing  in  di- 
re&ly.  He  has  seen  very  long  fresh  dung  spread  and 
ploughed  in  diredlly  for  turnips,  and  it  has  answered  well 
on  strong,  but  not  on  light  land.  Some  cart  out  of  yards, 
and  mix  with  mould. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  turns  over  dunghills, 
to  have  the  muck  short  for  turnips,  Hot-liking  long  dung 
at  ail ; it  makes  the  land  scald. 

Mr.  RoGerson,  of  Narborough,  carts  earth  into  his 
yards  previously  to  foddering,  and  when  it  is  done,  turns 
it  over  for  turnips. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpe,  forms  his  yard-muck  into 
a heap,  and  turns  over : chuses  to  have  it  short : even  in 
this  way  he  has  boys  to  tuck  it  in. 

Mr.  Goddison,  Steward  to  the  Earl  of  Cholmok* 
deley,  at  Houghton,  considers  rotten  dung  as  necessary 
for  wheat  on  light  soils;  and  he  prefers  top-dressing 
wheat  crops  to  ploughing  in  at  seed-time:  he  also  top- 
folds  as  much  as  he  can  do  by  Christmas,  harrowing  both 
across  in  the  spring  : but  for  turnips  he  has  a high  opi- 
nion of  long-muck ; he  carries  it  out  of  the  yard  with- 
out any  stirring  over,  and  ploughs  it  in  for  that  crop; 
little  harrowing  up ; nor  does  it  impede  the  hoe : it  an- 
swers greatly,  and  the  barley  after  has  been  much  bet- 
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ter  than  in  any  other  way,  insomuch,  that  if  a fair  compa- 
rative experiment  were  made,  he  would  bet  on  long  dung 
against  short. 

Mr.  E.  Scott,  at  Grimstone,  has  carted  out  long 
muck  from  Christmas  to  Lady-day,  and  ploughed  it  in 
for  turnips,  and  had  none  better  : nor  did  he  see  any  dif- 
ference in  the  barley,  but  believes  that  it  does  not  last 
quite  so  long  as  short. 

“ Muck  from  the  straw  which  is  trodden  only,  is,  by 
some,  thought  to  be  better  than  that  from  the  straw  which 
is  eaten  by  lean  stock.”  A capital  farmer  much  in  favour 
of  fatting  pigs  loose  in  a littered  yard : “ What  a rare 
parcel  of  muck  they  make,  compared  with  what  neat 
beasts  would  have  made  from  the  same  straw  !” — Aiar- 
shail. 

Observations. — Many  of  the  preceding  remarks  are  ex- 
tremely interesting.  The  negative  of  so  many  able  and 
intelligent  men  against  suffering  any  straw  to  be  eaten, 
which  is  the  common  p rad  ice  of  the  larger  part  of  the 
kingdom,  deserves  much  attention : and  the  consequent 
pradice  they  are  in  of  buying  oil-cake,  often  to  loss, 
that  their  straw  may  be  trodden  into  dung  by  fatting 
beasts,  is  a perfedion  of  management  not  often  met 
with. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  long  and  short  dung,  opi- 
nions are  evidently  much  divided ; and  though,  in  the  com- 
mon method  of  the  county,  short  dung  is  preferred,  here 
is  enough  said  upon  the  merit  of  that  which  is  used  in  a 
long  state,  to  prove  that  the  inquiry  deserves  more  atten- 
tion than  it  has  met  with.  Mr.  Denton’s  experiment 
is  remarkable,  and  the  observations,  founded  on  pradice, 
of  Messrs.  Bradfield,  Brown,  Syble,  Francis, 
Dyble,  Repton,  Johnson,  and  Scott,  are  all  much 
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to  the  purpose.  Comparative  experiments,  very  easy  fo- 
make,  would  ascertain  this  point,  which  is  certainly  of 
considerable  importance.  A prevailing  idea  in  Norfolk 
is,  that  long  dung  is  best  for  strong  land,  and  short  for 
light  soils  : the  general  practice  is  that  of  spreading  short 
in  all  cases.  But  Mr.  Denton’s  soil  is  sand  *. 

LITTERING. 

^ There  is  a singular  practice  at  Yarmouth,  which  has 
been  common  time  oat  Of  mind,  of  littering  all  stocky 
such  as  horses,  cows,  &c.  With  sea-sand.  A number  of 
, Yarmouth  one-hotse  or  onc-ass  carts,  are  employed  to 
bring  sand  from  the  shore  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  done 
the  more  largely,  that  the  quantity  of  muck  to  sell  to  the 
farmers  may  be  the  greater.  Mr.  T iiurtell  manures  all 
his  turnips  with  this  dung,  and  it  is  excellent.  The  sand 
ought  to  be  ten  days  or  a fortnight  under  the  horses  and 
cows,  being  gradually  drawn  back  with  hoes,  and  fresh 
supplied : many  thousand  loads  are  thus  made  annually ; 
and  great  quantities  are  taken  into  the  country  by  the  sail- 
ing batges  called  keels.  Ten  large  cart-loads  per  aefe  are 
a good  dressing,  as  much  as  three  horses  can  draw.  It 
sells  at  4s.  a waggon-load  in  the  town,  and  six  of  these 
loads  do  an  acre.  Mr.  Thurtell  brings  it  all  Winter 
Ibng.  He  observes,  however,  that  it  is  not  durable ; the 
chief  force  of  it  is  exhausted  in  the  turnips  and  following 
barley. 

Mr.  Everit,  of  Caistof,  manured  a field  With  par 
yard-mock  for  turnips,  but  falling  short  two  acres,  he 
finished  that  part  With  Y antiouth  sand-tnutk : tire  turnips 

* Much  information  on  this  inttrestrag  guesticb,  is  to  b«  fottod  in  mo#/ 
passages  in  the  Annalt  oj  AgrUulturr. 
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■were  equally  good ; but  the  barley  on  those  two  acres  in- 
ferior to  the  rest  of  the  field. 

Mr.  Ferrier’s  horses,  at  Hcmsby,  all  littered  with 
sand  ; and  the  manure  very  good. 

LEAVES. 

Sir  Thomas  Beevor,  more  than  30  yeafs  ago,  con- 
stantly swept  and  raked  up  all  the  leaves  in  his  park  to  use 
for  litter,  at  the  expense  of  6d.  a load  .*  the  success,  in  add- 
ing to  the  fat  m-yard-dung,  great. 

BURNING  STUBBLES. 

I found  many  oat-stubbles  in  the  new  enclosure  of 
Marshland  Smeeth  burning,  ready  to  put  in  wheat  or  cole 
for  seed : the  crops  had  been  immense  in  straw,  and  reaped, 
and  the  land  quite  black  with  the  ashes ; but  many  par- 
tially and  badly  done,  not  half  burnt.  Mr.  John  This- 
tleton,  of  Walpole,  had  burnt  his  completely : I saw 
the  fire  spread  over  several  in  an  unbroken  moving  wall  of 
flame,  and  must  be  to  the  utter  destruction  of  many  insedts, 
and  all  grubs  and  slugs  not  buried  in  the  earth.  Where 
stubbles  are  stout  it  must  be  excellent  husbandry,  and  will 
remind  the  reader  of  burning  straw  in  Lincolnshire  as  a 
manure  for  turnips. — (See  my  Lincoln  Report. ) 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlingtoo,  has  burnt  oat-stubbles  for 
sowing  wheat,  with  much  success : is  now  threshing  10 
coombs  an  acre  of  wheat  thus  gained.  Harrows  fine  after 
the  burning : dibbles  if  strong  land  j drills  if  light. 

¥ 

RIVER-MUD. 

Mr.  Palcrave,  at  Coltishal,  has  used  moory-mud, 
from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  mixed  with  lime  and  marie, 
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and  spread  upon  the  sandy  uplands,  and  it  produced  a pro- 
fusion of  weeds,  especially  persicaria. 

Mr.  Bircham  has  used  the  silt  out  of  the  brook  at 
Recpham,  for  a moory  meadow:  it  killed  the  rushes,  and 
covered  the  land  with  white  clover. 

TOWN  MANURE. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  for  five  or  six  years 
kept  one  or  two  teams  almost  constantly  at  work  bringing 
manure  from  Norwich,  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles,  lay- 
ing  eight  loads  per  acre  : the  expense  heavy,  but  he  thought 
it  answered  while  the  price  was  4s.  or  5s.  for  good  stuff ; 
but  the  price  rose,  and  the  manure  became  adulterated. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  for  seven  years  kept  a 
team  constantly  at  work,  bringing  Lynn  muck. 


SECT.  IV. — PARING  AND  BURNING. 

Mr.  Drake,  of  Billingford,  broke  up  a rough  coarse  pas- 
ture ; the  soil  poor,  wet  and  hungry,  on  brick-earth,  worth 
scarcely  any  thing,  from  the  kind  and  state  of  its  herbage ; 
by  paring  and  burning,  at  the  expense  of  2I.  12s.  6d.  per 
acre ; he  then  ploughed  it  as  shallow  as  possible,  hardly 
more  than  an  inch  and  half  deep,  and  dibbled  in  oats, 
covering  the  seed  with  a very  light  harrow,  bushed : the 
crop,  which  I viewed,  very  great  indeed ; it  varied  in  parts 
of  the  field,  but  the  produce  must  be  eight  or  nine  quarters 
per  acre.  He  proposes  to  plough  the  furrow  back  in  the 
spring  a little  deeper,  and  dibble  oats  again ; then  to  work 
it  well  for  barley,  laying  down  and  claying  on  the  layer. 
I remonstrated  against  these  crops,  but  he  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  Hag  (as  he  calls  ir,  though  pared)  rotting, 
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and  the  tillage  for  barley,  mixing  the  ashes  well  with  the 
soil:  as  it  is  very  thin  skinned  land,  he  will  lay  80  loads 
per  acre.  He  has  hollow-drained  part,  and  intends  the 
rest. 

On  another  piece  of  the  same  soil  he  has  got  turnips 
for  the  first  crop.  His  oats,  however,  are  worth  at  least 
61.  or  7).  per  acre  more  than  the  turnips. 

Mr.  W ynearls,  near  Marham,  on  a common  being 
enclosed,  pared  and  burnt  200  acres  for  turnips  and  cole* 
seed. 


SECT.  V. — EMBANKING. 

The  traft  of  land  in  Norfolk,  between  the  rivers  Wyne 
and  Ouze,  called  Marshland,  is  one  of  the  richest  distri£fs 
in  the  kingdom.  It  spreads  also  into  Lincolnshire,  and 
forms  altogether  by  far  the  largest  salt-marsh  we  have.  As 
the  sea  still  retires  from  this  coast,  it  is  easy  to  perceive 
in  what  manner  all  this  country  has  been  the  gift  of  that 
overwhelming  element,  which  in  other  places  encroaches 
so  severely,  and  is,  at  high  tides,  restrained  even  here  with 
so  much  difficulty. 

The  soil  of  the  whole  is  the  subsidence  of  a muddy 
water,  with  a considerable  portion  of  what  the  waves, 
powerful  in  their  agitation,  wash  from  the  bottom  of  the 
adjoining  gulph,  which  forms  the  embouchure  of  two 
considerable  rivers.  It  is  a mixture  of  sea-sand  and  mud, 
which  is  of  so  argillaceous  a quality,  that  the  surface  of  it 
which  covers  the  sand,  gives  it  the  common  acceptation 
pf  a strong  clay  country.  Is  its  extraordinary  fertility  at 
all  owing  to  the  marine  acid,  with  which  every  particle  is 
impregnated  ? That  cause  has  every  where  on  the  coasts 
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of  every  part  of  these  islands,  as  well  as  other  countries, 
some  effcdt.  If  the  sea  leaves  only  a running  sand,  the 
saline  particles  are  soon  washed  away  or  exhaled  ; the  land 
may  be  barren,  though  never  in  the  degree  of  vulgar  con- 
ception. But  when  the  sand  is  mixed  with,  or  covered  by 
a more  retentive  substance,  such  as  an  argillaceous  or  cal- 
careousearth,  then  the  particles,  whether  saline  or  mucila- 
ginous, are  retained,  and  the  surface  classes  amongst,  or 
rather  is  at  the  head  of  all,  fertile  soils. 

I observed  that  the  whole  country  has  been  a present 
from  the  ocean : this  is  obvious  from  numerous  appear- 
ances ; but  those  who  wish  to  know  its  history  particu- 
larly, should  consult  Dugdale.  I may  remark,  that 
there  are  ranges  of  banks  at  a distance  from  each  other, 
which  shew  the  progressive  advances  which  industry  has 
effedled,  eager  to  seize  the  tradfs  which  so  dreaded  an 
enemy  relinquishes.  One  of  these  banks  is  called  the 
Roman,  which  naturally  brings  to  our  mind  the  vast  exer- 
tions which  that  people  made  in  agriculture,  wherever 
their  victorious  eagles  flew.  The  distance  of  this  bank 
from  the  shore,  if  it  really  is  Roman,  and  not  a misnomer, 
is  not  so  great  as  it  would  have  been,  had  the  sea  in  all 
ages  been  as  liberal  as  it  is  in  this.  It  probably  varies 
considerably  in  this  respedt  in  different  periods : at  present 
it  retires  very  rapidly,  so  that  though  Count  Bentinck’s 
embankment  has  been  finished  but  a few  years,  there  will 
be,  in  twenty  years,  a thousand  acres  more  ready  to  be 
taken  in,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bentinck,  the  present  pos- 
sessor. 

The  mud  deposited  by  the  sea,  is  at  first,  and  for  some 
years,  bare  of  all  vegetation : the  first  plant  that  appears  is 
the  marsh  samphire ; by  degrees  grasses  rise,  which,  from 
their  appearance  at  the  time  I viewed  them  (Odlober),  and 
eaten  close  down  by  cattle,  seemed  to  be  the  common  ones 
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of  die  improved  salt-marsh,  but  not  the  diadelphia  family, 
which  come  afterwards. 

Long  before  it  is  raised  enough  by  successive  deposits 
of  mud  from  high  tides,  it  lets  to  the  farmers  of  the  con- 
tiguous improvement  for  5s.  per  acre ; some  years  since  at 
as.  6d.  Broken  as  it  is  by  holes  and  little  creeks  of  water, 
k lets,  immediately  after  embanking,  at  from  20s.  per 
acre ; a few  years  ago  to  40s. ; and  42s.  at  present.  I 
observed  one  or  two  pieces  within  Count  Bentinck’s 
new  bank,  that  were  left  in  that  rate  for  cattle,  but  in 
general  they  were  under  the  plough,  and  the  grass-fields 
laid  down  after  a course  of  tillage. 

The  business  of  embanking  to  take  in  a new  piece  of 
marsh,  is  done  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  the  farmers, 
who  make  the  bank,  to  have  the  land  rent-free  for  2 1 years. 
Adjoining  to  the  Bentinck  improvement,  is  a piece  of  80 
acres  thus  taken,  but  the  bank  very  ill  made,  at  no  greater 
expense  than  40s.  a rod.  Those  constructed  bv  landlords, 
were  deficient  in  not  having  slope  enough  given  towards 
the  water.  Count  Bentinck  laid  out  his  upon  a scale 
never  practised  here  before ; and  his  son,  the  present  pos- 
sessor, has  far  exceeded  it.  The  former  extends  about 
four  miles,  and  added  to  his  old  estate,  1000  acres.  The 
base  of  the  bank  is  about  50  feet.  The  slope  to  the  sea, 
36  feet,  forming  an  angle,  as  I guess  from  my  eye,  of  25 
or  30  degrees.  The  crown  is  four  feet  wide,  and  the 
slope  to  the  fields,  17  feet,  in  an  angle,  I guess,  of  50  de- 
grees ; the  slope  to  the  sea,  very  nicely  turfed.  The  first 
expense  of  this  bank  was  4I.  per  rod,  but  a very  high  tide 
coming  before  it  was  finished,  not  only  made  several 
breaches,  but  occasioned  at)  additional  height  and  slope  to 
be  given  to  several  parts,  to  bring  it  to  the  above  dimen- 
sions, all  which  made  the  gross  expense  about  5I.  a rod. 
The  whole  cost  something  above  5000I.  The  expense  of 
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the  buildings,  and  other  things,  amounted  to  as  much 
more,  for  five  new  farms,  with  houses,  barns,  and  all  ne- 
cessary offices,  were  immediately  raided ; this  was,  how- 
ever, going  to  a greater  expense  than  necessary,  for  the 
land  would  have  let  as  well  in  two  or  three  farms,  as  it 
did  in  five.  Calculating  the  expense  at  io.oool.  and  the 
new  rental  at  ioool.  a year,  it  is  just  ten  percent,  for  the 
capital.  The  expenses  certainly  ran  too  high  ; for  the 
value  of  the  marsh,  at  ?s.  6d.  an  acre  before  embanking, 
reduces  it  to  less  than  nine  per  cent. ; after  which,  there 
is  still  to  be  deducled,  the  almost  periodical  repairs,  w’hich 
remarkably  high  tides  still  occasion,  and  which  may  be 
averaged  at  once  in  ten  years.  So  that  when  we  consider 
it  not  as  a purchase  of  a new  estate,  but  an  agricultural  im- 
provement of  a waste,  the  profit  is  not  equal  to  what  might 
be  made  on  other  species  of  waste  lands. 

This  is  probably  owing  to  the  husbandry  of  these  stiff 
wet  soils  being  very  ill  understood,  and  managed  in  a man- 
ner that  is  reprehensible  in  almost  every  particular. 

Instead  of  a system  of  miserable  tillage,  with  weeds  the 
chief  signs  of  fertility,  the  plough  ought  to  be  introduced 
only  as  a preparation  for  the  most  perfect  grass  system 
that  can  be  devised.  These  lands,  when  well  laid  down, 
will  fatten  the  largest  bullocks  and  sheep  in  England, 
which  is  the  right  employment  of  them;  and  in  which 
application  they  would  be  better  worth  30s.  than  in  their 
present  state  20s.  Hence  it  should  be  an  improving  land- 
lord’s business  to  farm  the  marsh  till  he  got  it  to  a very  fine 
grass,  laid  down  himself,  for  I scarcely  ever  saw  a tenant 
ffiat  would  do  that  well.  Ray-grass,  and  the  weedy  rub* 
bish  of  a loft,  which  he  calls  hay-seeds,  with,  perhaps, 
some  common  clover,  are  what  he  has  recourse  to ; and, 
under  such  management,  the  wonder  is,  that  he  ever  gets 
a pasture  worth  even  20s.  In  all  improvements,  where 
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the  previous  steps  are  very  expensive,  like  embanking  a 
marsh,  draining  a bog,  &c.  it  is  essential  to  profit,  that 
the  land  be  advanced  to  the  highest  perfe&ion  possible,  as 
those  preparations  to  culture  cost  no  more  for  a great  than 
a small  rental. 

Count  Bentinck  had  one  idea  in  the  execution  of  hit 
work,  which  had  considerable  merit ; he  planned  a navi- 
gation from  a quay  to  each  of  his  farms,  over  the  whole 
estate,  by  a large  ditch  capable  of  admitting  long-boats,  , 
some  of  which  he  adluaily  built  ready  for  the  business:  by 
this  means  the  farmers  would  be  able  to  carry  their  corn, 
or  bring  manure  from  Lynn,  if  they  chose  to  do  it,  with- 
out the  least  land-carriage  ; but  his  death,  which  was  oc- 
casioned by  too  assiduous  an  attention  to  building  the  bank, 
living  in  a tent,  in  a bad  season,  and  aguish  situation, 
vyithout  the  precautions  of  adapting  his  diet  to  those  cir- 
cumstances— prevented  the  execution. 

One  circumstance  of  folly  in  his  neighbours,  prevented 
the  improvement  from  being  so  considerable  as  the  Count 
had  planned.  At  the  further  extremity,  towards  the  Wis- 
beach  river,  there  is  a common  belonging  to  the  parish  of 
Terrington,  to  which  the  sea,  by  retiring,  makes  addi. 
tions  similar  to  those  by  which  individuals  have  profited. 

A continuation  of  his  bank,  in  nearly  a right  line  to  the 
Wisbeach  river,  would  have  taken  in  about  500  acres  of 
that  common,  Mr.  Bentinck  applied  to  the  parish  for 
their  consent  to  do  it,  which  would  have  been  the  means 
of  shortening  his  bank.  Though  several  individuals  would 
have  been  glad  of  making  use  of  so  favourable  an  opportu- 
nity, the  body  refused  their  consent.  They  were  even  so  pre- 
posterous in  their  opposition,  that  when  he  afterwards  of- 
fered to  be  at  the  sole  expense,  provided  they  would  give 
him  a lease  of  a 1 years  of  the  land  recovered,  they  still  re- 
fused it.  Upon  which,  he  was  obliged  to  follow  the  ir- 
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regular  outline  of  his  own  property.  The  motivesjf  the 
parish  for  refusing  their  consent  to  a proposal  so  advanta- 
geous to  themselves,  arose  from  this  circumstance.  It  is 
of  great  extent ; the  proprietors  adjoining  the  common, 
make,  at  present,  nearly  the  whole  advantage  of  it ; but 
when  embanked  and  let,  those  at  a distance  would  come 
in  for  their  share,  a jealousy  of  which,  occasioned  the 
failure  of  the  scheme.* 

The  spirit  and  unlimited  attention,  even  to  the  loss  of 
hi*  life,  with  which  Count  Bentinck  planned  and  exe- 
cuted this  great  work,  ought  to  render  his  memory  dear  to 
every  lover  of  agriculture.  His  adfive  mind  had  taken  a 
strong  and  most  useful  turn  towards  that  art ; apparent,  not 
only  in  this  great  and  successful  projedt,  but  in  the  original 
invention  of  an  admirable  machine  for  drawing  up  trees  by 
the  root,  which  executed  that  difficult  work  with  expe- 
dition and  cheapness. — Minute,  in  1784. 

New  Embankment. — The  men  were  paid  4s.  6d.  a floor 
of  400  cubical  feet,  but  they  find  wheeling  planks,  bar- 
rows,  trussels,  &c.  &c.  When  formed,  the  front  slope 
is  sodded,  for  which  they  are  paid  4s.  a floor  of  400  square 
feet,  earning  from  5s.  6d.  to  7s.  a day.  And  some  small 
expense  follows  for  beating  it  firmly  down.  The  whole 
* expense  of  bank,  sluice,  and  all,  3300I.  The  quantity 
of  land  taken  in,  273  acres  of  marsh,  and  18  of  bank. 
The  previous  value  absolutely  nothing;  now,  Mr.  Mait- 
land, steward  to  Governor  Bentinck,  was  at  once  of- 
fered 4I.  an  acre  for  four  years ; or  3I.  an  acre  for  six 
years.  The  former  amounts  to  4368I.  in  four  years,  or 
the  whole  expense,  and  toco  guineas  over.  Some  build- 
ings, however,  in  this  case,  to  be  ere&ed : the  Governor 


• This  trail  has  beta  since  embanked,  and  allotted  by  ail  of  parliament, 
passed  in  1790. 
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Jet  it  to  his  old  tenants  at  40s.  an  acre,  without  any  ex- 
pense of  building,  a permanent  rent,  and  under  restrictions 
^in  cropping:  confined  to  cole-seed  and  com  ; of  which, 
to  take  seven  crops,  laying  down  to  grass  with  the  seventh, 
to  remain  seven  or  fourteen  years,  and  when  broken  up, 
to  lay  down  an  equal  quantity  of  their  old  farms.  This, 
upon  the  supposition  of  the  grass  failing,  but  if  good  graz- 
ing land,  to  remain  unploughed.  This  system  of  cropping 
1 must  think  much  over -doing  it,  if  rich  grazing-land  is 
the  view.  There  is  a great  treasure  in  the  land,  and  it 
should  have  no  more  tillage  than  necessary  to  prepare  it 
for  grass : if  that  grass  docs  not  turn  out  of  a luxuriance 
and  sweetness  sufficient  to  carry  a full  stock  of  builocics, 
then  is  the  time  for  a tillage  system ; but  1 conceive  that 
after  seven  ciops  of  cole  and  corn  it  will  not  be  found  jint 
bullock-land.  Ail  ideas  of  the  fertility  being  inexhausti- 
ble are  idle  and  vain  ; you  cannot  make  it  bad  land ; but 
there  is  a great  difference  between  common  grazing  pas- 
tures, like  some  in  these  marshes,  and  such  as  will  carry 
an  ox  of  100  stone. 

The  Governor  has  the  agreeable  prospeCl  of  taking  in 
300  acres  more  in  six  or  seven  years.  The  space  is  fast 
covering  itself  with  grass;  and  wants  very  little  more  than 
to  have  the  cracks  silted  up*,  which  adds  so  considerably 
to  the  convenience  and  value  of  the  land,  that  if  this  tra& 
was  taken  in  now,  it  would  not  let  for  more  than  20s. 
an  acre ; but  a few  years  hence  it  will  be  worth  40s.  But 
to  assist  the  operations  of  the  tide,  in  thus  silting  up  the 
creeks,  much  attention  is  necessary  to  accelerate  the  effedl ; 
and  I found  Mr.  Maitland  engaged  in  this  operation: 

* It  it  proper  to  observe,  that  the  effeft  of  the  water  on  (hi!  coait,  depo- 
•itinjiu  aedimem,  ia  here  called  tilling  ; which  upon  the  Huir.ber  and  the 
Trent,  ia  termed  •warping ; they  are  the  tame  opciation  of  Nature.  These 
waters  are  muddy  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 
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•where  the  sea-water  remains  in  a creek  after  the  tide  re« 
tires,  the  creek  will  not  silt  up  nearly  so  fast  as  when  chant 
nets  are  made  for  conveying  it  quickly  away  : by  making 
Stanks  across  the  large  ereeks  for  giving  a new  direftion 
Jo  some  of  the  water,  and  cutting  channels  from  hole  to 
hole  for  their  drainage,  this  is  effcdled.  Mr.  Maitland 
shewed  me  the  surprizing  difference  in  the  silting  up  of 
f reeks  without  water,  compared  with  those  where  it  re- 
mains. The  floorings,  from  which  the  bank  was  raised 
four  spits  deep,  are  now,  in  only  two  years,  nearly  silted 
pp  in  some  places,  and  in  others,  not  more  than  a foot 
deep  : by  these  attentions,  regularly  put  in  execution,  the 
Jradl  preparing  to  be  taken  in,  will  be  ready  many  years 
Sooner  than  it  otherwise  would. 

Governor  Bentinck  has  a very  attentive  and  under- 
standing agent  in  Mr.  Maitland, as  his  plans  sufficient- 
ly prove.  These  are,  to  build  a small  house  close  to  the 
new  bank,  for  a steward,  at  an  angle,  to  command  a view 
both  ways ; and  where  one  or  two  cottagers  should  be  al- 
ways ready  for  executing  the  works  necessary  in  assisting 
the  silting  of  the  tides,  and  any  little  reparations,  or  ra- 
ther precautions,  that  the  banks  may  want ; to  make  a 
road  from  the  highway  to  the  new  bank  ; this  is  done. 
To  build  a granary  on  the  shore  for  the  tenants  to  lodge 
their  corn,  for  taking  it  by  water  to  Lynn.  And  lastly, 
to  plant  the  old  banks,  rehdered  useless,  unless  in  the  case 
of  breaches,  to  supply  the  want  of  wood  on  this  estate 
bf  fertile  land. 

In  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  this  fine  estate,  ! wish  J 
Could  add,  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  soil ; but  this  is  far 
frem  being  the  case.  The  trad!  taken  in,  in  1800,  was 
ploughed  diredlly,  and  sown  that  year,  part  with  Cole  for 
seed,  and  part  with  wheat;  and  in  the  spring  of  1801,  part 
with  oats.  The  cole-seed  crops  were  great;  and  the  wheat 
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jBome  ol  the  best  in  the  country.  This  year  fi8oa)  it  is  under 
cole,  wheat,  and  oats  again ; the  wheat  and  cole  the  best. 
It  is  let  from  2I.  2s.  to  2I.  12s.  6d.  per  acre:  tithe,  4s.  6d. 
per  acre ; and  rates,  2s.  in  the  pound-  The  expense  of 
the  whole,  4000I. 
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CHAP.  xir. 

LIVE  STOCK. 


SECT.  I. — CATTLE. 

THE  cattle  predominant  in  Norfolk  are  Scotch, 
bought  in  every  year  from  the  drovers  of  North  Bri- 
tain. The  quantity  of  these  is  very  considerable  indeed  ; 
as  there  is  scarcely  a farmer  of  any  consideration  in 
the  county,  that  does  not  turnip-feed  a lot  proportioned 
to  the  size  of  his  farm.  The  profit  was  formerly  re- 
spectable, but  it  has  been  gradually  lessening,  by  reason  of 
the  high  price  at  which  they  are  bought  in.  The  breed  is 
lessened  in  Scotland,  and  the  drovers  are  more  skilful  than 
they  used  to  be,  in  estimating  what  the  demand  will  be 
from  the  state  of  the  turnip  crop,  and  they  accordingly  pro- 
portion their  supply  so  cxaCtly,  that  cheap  lots  are  rarely 
procured.  This  circumstance  has  had  some  influence  on 
the  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  county  respecting 
sheep.  This  stock  has  of  late  years  been  very  greatly  in- 
creased, to  the  diminution  of  bullocks,  and  has  been  effect- 
ed by  the  superior  profit  derived  from  the  South  Down 
breed  over  that  of  Norfolks.  The  change  has  been  of 
great  importance  to  the  farmers,  insomuch,  that  they  have 
by  this  means  raised  their  profit,  at  the  same  time  that 
their  farms  are  in  better  heart : if  they  were  in  the  habit 
(could  it  be  effected  on  a large  scale,  of  which  I have  lit- 
tle doubt)  of  treading  their  straw  into  dung  by  their  fat 
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sheep,  they  would  have  still  less  occasion  to  buy  bul- 
locks. 

« 

Cattle  in  Norfolk  of  other  sorts,  do  not  offer  much 
that  is  interesting : they  have  a breed  of  their  own  which 
possesses  no  qualities  sufficient  to  make  it  an  objedt  of 
particular  attention. 

I saw  upon  Mr.  Money’s  farm  at  Rainsham,  a Nor- 
folk horned  cow,  which  is  undoubtedly  35  years  old ; she 
has  not  had  a calf  for  about  ten  years  ; she  is  old  to  the 
eye,  but  in  good  condition,  and  no  marks  of  extreme  age, 
except  a stiffness  in  her  motion,  and  a halting  gait,  as  if 
her  feet  were  sore. 

I viewed  a dairy  at  Mileham,  Mr.  Carrington’s, 
the  only  one  left  in  that  country  of  the  true  old  Norfolk 
breed  of  cows : middle  horned  ; some  rather  shorter,  and 
tending  to  the  Alderney  horn  ; colour  red,  in  some  not 
much  unlike  the  Devon  ; as  loose  and  ill  made  as  bad  Suf- 
folks.  Mr.  Marshall  gives  a much  more  favourable 
idea  of  those  of  East  Norfolk. 

“ Small  boned,  short-legged,  round  barrelled,  well 
loined,  thin  thighed,  clean  chapped  ; the  head  in  general 
fine,  aud  the  horns  clean,  middle-sized,  and  bent  upwards : 
the  favourite  colour,  a blood  red,  with  a white  or  a mot- 
sled  face.  The  Herefordshire  in  miniature,  except  that 
the  chine  and  the  quarter  of  the  Norfolk  breed  are  more 
frequently  deficient:  no  better  flesh’d  beasts  are  sent  to 
Smithfield.  This  quality  of  flesh,  and  fatting  freely  at  an 
early  age,  do  away  every  solid  objection  to  their  size 
(40  stone)  and  form.  One  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  dis- 
trict apprehended  that  the  best  cross,  that  of  the  Highland 
Scot,  would  not  fat  so  early  : he  is  clear  that  a Scot  does 
not  fat  kindly  even  at  three  years  old,  much  less  at  two, 
at  which  age  many  hundred  head  of  cattle  are  annually 
fatted  in  this  county.”— Marshall. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Dixon  Hoste’s  are  between  the  Suffolk  and  tli« 
polled  Scotch  ; came  originally  from  the  Duke  of. Graf- 
ton’s ; they  milk  very  well ; 12  were  in  August,  fatting 
two  large  calves,  supplying  the  family  with  milkand  cream, 
and  giving  6olb.  of  butter  per  week. 

About  Attleborough,  Hingham,  and  Walton,  there 
are  many  dairies,  but  fewer  cows  than  formerly : as  the 
farmers  have  changed  their  system  to  grazing,  there  is 
some  good  fattening  land  all  through  that  country. 

Mr.  Coke,  at  Holkham,  has  had  many  breeds;  and 
he  was  once  almost  exclusively  addicted  to  long  horns. 
Some  of  Fowler's  stock  are  now  at  Holkham:  he  has 
many  Devons. 

Mr.  Purd is,  of  Eggmorc,  imported  from  Devonshire, 
in  1802,  above  40  cows  and  heifers,  and  two  bulls  of 
the  true  North  Devon  breed,  from  Mr.  Pester.  I 
viewed  them  with  pleasure,  and  also  16  oxen  of  the  same 
breed,  which  were  ploughing  for  turnips.  He  works 
four  to  a plough,  in  yokes  and  bows;  they  moved  fully  as 
fast  as  the  horses  at  plough  in  the  same  field.  This  gen- 
tleman was  before  in  the  long-horned  breed,  of  which  he 
exhibited  two  cows  at  Holkham  ; but  tire  part  of  his  stock 
which  most  attracted  notice  was  a Galloway  heifer,  of  a 
most  beautiful  form ; of  a singular  disposition  to  fatten  ; 
ipuch  admired  by  every  one  who  examined  her. 

Mr.  Bircham,  at  Hackford,  buys  his  bullocks  in 
Odtober,  and  puts  them  to  turnips  diredUy,  thrown  on  the 
ollonds,  but  the  beasts  brought  home  at  night  to  straw ; 
continues  thus  to  Lady  Day  ; if  turnips  be  done,  he  puts 
them  to  hay  and  oil-cake,  or  ground  pease  or  barley ; and  he 
reckons  that  cake  at  81.  or  9I.  per  ton,  is  equal  to  pease  at 
16s.  per  coomb : he  has  fed  with  cake  when  it  was  at  13I. 
per  ton.  His  son  at  Reepham,  on  300  acres,  keeps  49 
bullocks,  and  100  to  150  sheep. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pitrs,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  is  of  opinion  that  cake 
at  10I.  IOS.  per  ton,  is  a cheaper  food  than  bean-meal  at 
14s.  per  coomb.  He  gives  meal  with  turnips,  but  with 
cake  only  cut  hay. 

In  Happing  hundred,  some  farmers  feed  with  cake,  but 
the  number  not  considerable : more  do  it  in  Fleg,  but  the 
pra&ice  by  no  means  general. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  feeds  with  cake,  and  has 
used  much  linseed  jelly : he  has  gone  to  13I.  13s.  per  tonf 
for  cake,  but  that  price  too  high  to  answer,  except  in  the 
manure  alone. 

Mr.  Havers,  at  Thelton,  has  imported  two  bulls  and 
several  Devon  cows  and  heifers:  some  are  very  beautiful, 
and  must  be  esteemed  a well-chosen  sele&ion : he  has  26 
in  all:  rears  ail  the  calves. 

Mr.  Francis,  ofMartham,  thinks  that  his  own  home- 
brcds  do  as  well  in  grazing  as  Scots,  but  that  it  is  different 
with  such  as  are  bought — it  is  uncertain.  He  turnips  40 
bullocks  a year;  half  in  the  yard,  and  half  abroad  ; but 
the  latter  at  home  every  night. 


SECT.  II. — SHEEP. 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  have  for  ages  been  in  possession 
of  a breed  of  sheep,  of  which  the  farmers  were  (as  they, 
generally  are,  whatever  the  breed) extremely  proud;  think- 
ing that  no  other  sort  would  suit  their  country.  Of  this 
breed,  the  district  of  Bury,  in  Suffolk,  possessed  the  best. 
They  have  often  been  described.  I shall  therefore  only  ob- 
serve,  that  they  are  horned;  bear  clothing  wop),  the 
third  in  the  kingdom  for  fineness:  fleece,  about  alb.  shape 
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bad,  loins  narrow,  back-bone  high,  chines  thin,  legs 
Jong,  pelt  good,  disposition  very  wild  and  roving,  not 
hardy,  though  formerly  thought  so : rate  of  stocking  half 
a sheep  per  acre.  Mutton  1 81b.  a quarter  equal  to  any 
in  the  world  in  cold  weather,  and  yields  an  uncommon 
quantity  of  high  coloured  gravy. 

Mr.  Kent  thus  characterizes  them  : — “ When  great 
trails  of  heath-land  were  brought  into  cultivation,  the  Nor- 
folk sheep  gave  great  aid  to  the  new  improvement; 
hardy  in  their  nature,  and  of  an  agile  construction,  so  as 
to  move  over  a great  deal  of  space  with  little  labour, 
folding  became  in  high  estimation.  The  turnip  system 
enabled  the  farmer  to  improve  his  stock  by  better  keeping, 
so  that  at  this  time  they  are  become  respeCtable  and  pro- 
fitable in  their  return,  and  in  as  high  estimation  at  Smith- 
field  as  any  sheep  whatever. 

»<  I have  no  patience  with  the  great  farmer,  in  suffering 
himself  to  be  lulled  into  so  gross  an  error,  as  to  prefer 
Lincolns  and  Leicesters ; be  will  never  be  able  to  substi- 
tute any  other  sheep  that  will  answer  penning  so  well  as 
the  native  sheep.  It  is  a manifest  incongruity,  to  cross  a 
Norfolk  with  a South  Down.” 

The  following  is  Mr.  Marshall’s  account: — “ The 
Norfolk  breed  of  sheep,  taken  all  in  ail,  appears  to  be  sin- 
gularly well  adapted  to  the  soil  and  system  of  management 
prevalent  in  this  county.  They  may  be  bred,  and  will 
thrive  upon  heath  and  barren  sheep-walks,  where  nine- 
tenths  of  the  breeds  in  the  kingdom  would  starve : they 
stand  the  fold  perfectly  well ; fat  freely  at  two  years  old  ; 
bear  the  drift  remarkably  well  to  Smithfield,  or  other  dis- 
tant markets ; and  the  superior  flavour  of  the  Norfolk 
mutton  is  universally  acknowledged;  therefore  the  Nor- 
folk husbandmen,  in  their  sheep  as  well  as  in  their  cattle, 
have  much  to  lose.  The  sheep  appear  to  me,  from  a 
• * knowledge 
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knowledge  of  different  breeds,  to  be  better  adapted  to  the 
soil,  situation,  and  system  of  management  of  the  county  at 
large,  than  any  other  breed  at  present  existing  in  the 
island.” 

I proceed  to  the  minutes  I have  taken  in  the  county  at 
different  periods ; in  all  such  cases  the  opinion  of  strangers 
must  fall  before  the  experiments  of  the  natives : their  prac- 
tice, their  opinion,  arc  what  County  Reports  should  con- 
tain. 


BREEDS,  CROSSES,  AND  VARIOUS  CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 


The  South  Down  breed  is  getting  rapidly  in  possession 
of  all  the  country  from  Swafhatn  to  Holkham  ; but  from 
Brandon  to  Swafham  many  Norfolks  remained:  I ob- 
served, however,  some  mixture  even  in  that  distridh 
In  1784,  being  at  Holkham,  I was  informed  and  re- 
gistered, that  Mr.  Coke  “ last  April  twelvemonth  sold 
sixty  Norfolk  shearling  wethers  at  Smithfield  for  35s. 
each  : he  has  killed  them  at  two  years  old  of  301b.  a 
quarter.”  At  that  time  these  were  thought  extraordinary 
circumstances. 

1784,  with  one  of  the  finest  flocks  in  Norfolk,  Mr. 
Coke  is  not  so  devoted  to  the  black-face  and  leg  as  to  he- 
sitate at  any  experiment  calculated  to  compare  it  with 
another  breed.  He  purchased  a number  of  Leicester 
ewes  of  Mr.  Walker’s  breed,  to  whom  he  put  one  of 
Mr.  Bakewell’s  tups  : he  is  well  satisfied  of  the  advan- 
tage attending  this  breed. 

Mr.  Coke’s  flock  of  160  New  Leicester  ewes,  pro- 
duced in  1802,  100  lambs;  his  flock  of  630  South 
Downs  produced  830  lambs  living  in  June.  The  same 
farm  yields  a most  interesting  comparison  between  Nor- 
norfolk.]  eg  folks 
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folks  and  South  Downs : his  former  flock  was  800  Nor- 
folks,  SELLING  all  the  produce  ; he  planted  700  acres, 
and  now  has  800  South  Downs,  keeping  all  the  pro- 
duce. 

Mr.  Coke’s  New  Leicester  hogs  and  theaves  produced 
81b.  of  wool  each  in  1802,  yet  they  had  been  hard  kept 
on  seeds  fed  very  bare. 

Of  all  the  crosses  of  sheep  Mr.  Coke  has  tried,  none 
strikes  him  so  much  as  that  of  a New  Leicester  tup  and 
a Norfolk  ewe:  the  change  is  almost  total,  to  a degree 
that  is  extraordinary  indeed.  I viewed  the  hoggits  of  this 
cross,  and  found  them  enveloped  in  about  71b.  of  long 
wool ; no  horns ; faces,  some  white  ; and  the  form  sur- 
prizingly  improved. — (Note,  some  years  back). 

In  1803  I found  his  opinion  changed,  from  much  expe- 
rience ; so  that  he  prefers  the  cross  of  a South  Down  ram 
on  a Norfolk  ewe  to  that  of  a Leicester  ram. 

Mr.  Hoste  has  had  the  same  cross,  and  they  come  to 
321b.  a quarter,  at  two-shear.  He  put  a Norfolk  tup  and 
a Bakewell  tup  at  the  same  time  to  the  same  parcel  of 
Norfolk  ewes,  and  at  St.  Ive’s  fair  sold  the  lambs  fat  at  six 
or  seven  months  old,  and  the  Bakewells  brought  just 
double  the  price  of  the  Norfolks. 

Mr.  Coke,  in  April  1799,  sending  Norfolk,  South 
, Down,  and  New  Leicester  three-shear  wethers  to  Smith- 


field,  that  had  been  fed  together,  the  return : £.  s.  d. 

Average  per  head,  Norfolks  - - - - 3 o o 
Leicesters  - --  --  --  --  -42  2 

Sooth  Downs  - --  --  --  --  372 

Ditto,  fleeces  included,  the  others  being  in 

their  coats  - --  --  --  --  3 15  3 


And  in  May  following  above  100  going,  the  South 
Downs  beat  the  new  Leicesters  by  2s.  a head. 

Mr.  Money  Hill,  at  Waterden,  with  about  500acnrs 
••  less 
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less  land  than  at  present,  kept  27  score  breeding  Norfolk 
ewes,  and  sold  the  produce  of  lambs : now  he  has  35  score 
South  Down  ewes,  and  keeps  their  produce,  selling  his 
wool  at  5s.  a tod  more  than  the  Norfolk. 

In  1798,  Mr.  Money  Hill  sold  a flock  of  Norfolks, 
reckoned  a very  fine  one,  and  they  brought  34I.  10s.  a 
score,  on  the  average.  The  next  day  he  went  to  the 
South  Downs,  and  bought  1000  ewes,  at  31 1.  a score 
home : he  culled  200  that  were  rather  coarse- woolled  be- 
hind, or  not  well  made,  which  he  sold  for  400I.  to  a 
neighbour.  In  1799  *ie  ^ett  one  tuP  f°r  l0*-  10s-  J8oo 
he  lett  five  at  5I.  5s.  and  eight  at  il.  ns.  6d,  I11  1801  he 
lett  twelve  for  237I.  and  one  to  various  persons,  sending 
60  ewes,  at  ros.  6d.  each,  besides  40  of  his  own,  being 

all  50  guineas  for  one.  In  1802  he  lett  ten  for  254I.  3s. 
His  mode  of  letting  is  by  a table  of  the  number  anti  price 
at  which  they  are  put  up  at  audliou.  In  1802  lie  sold  157 
culled  ewes  for  368I. 

Mr.  Hill  estimates  the  difference  of  stocking  between 
Norfolks  and  South  Downs,  at  one-third  in  favour  of  the 
latter,  in  number,  in  better  condition,  and  of  greater 
weight  both  in  wool  and  carcass ; all  fairly  attributable  to 
the  superiority  of  the  breed,  and  free  from  any  change  of 
lessening  cattle,  &c.  When  his  flock  was  of  Norfolks, 
scarcely  one  in  a score  had  a whole  fleece;  but  now  they  • 
are  South  Downs,  scarcely  one  in  a score  is  broken.  His 
flock  at  Midsummer : 700  breeding  ewes,  660  lambs,  45 
rams.  The  w ethers  are  grazed  off  in  the  spring,  the  last 
lot  going  before  the  ewes  lamb ; such  as  are  short  of  shear- 
lings go  in  their  wool : culled  ewes  are  sold  in  July,  one, 
two,  and  three  years  old.  Crones  fed  and  killed  in  har- 
vest. Mr.  Hill  thinks  that  South  Down  stock-sheep 
and  hoggits  are  generally  shorn  three  weeks  too  soon, 
when  later  there  is  more  wool  and  better  dipt : common 
c g 2 time 
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time  about  the  20th  of  June ; would  be  better  the  ioth  of 

July- 

In  1801  he  gained  the  prize,  a silver  ladle,  for  the  best 
South  Down  ram  shewn  at  Swafham,  given  by  the  West 
• Norfolk  Agricultural  Society. 

, Mr.  Blythe,  of  Burnham,  had,  four  years  ago,  a 
flock  of  between  5 and  600  Norfolks:  he  has  now  1000 
South  Downs  on  the  same  land. 

Mr.  Blythe  has  double  the  wool  from  his  land,  stock- 
ed with  South  Downs,  to  what  he  clipped  when  under 
Norfolks. 

March  27,  1799.  Mr.  Overman  took  from  turnips 
24  two-year  old  Norfolk  wethers,  and  10  South  Downs 
of  the  same  age,  having  always  lived  together  from  the 
time  they  were  lambed,  and  two  hours  afterwards  weighed 
as  follows : 

st.  lb.  st.  lb.  ox. 

24  Norfolk,  from  the  field,  264  7 £ average  it  1 15 

Do.  after  fasting  28  hours,  257  13  10  10  7 


Difference, 

058 

10  S.  Downs,  from  the  field,  109  4 average  10  13  0 

Do.  after  fasting  28  hours,  106  2 

10  8 9 

Difference, 

047 

One  of  each  lot  slaughtered : 

NORFOLK. 

st.  lb. 

Mutton, 

6 10  at  6d. 

£■*  7 0 

Tallow, 

1 2J  at  5d. 

- 06  iof 

Head  and  pluck,  0 lof 

009 

Skin, 

0 9} 

010 

Wool, 

- 0 3!  at  1 yd. 

• > „ 

OS-4 

. . *'  . . . , 

£-3  0 uf 

• 

\ • - 

Blood, 
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Blood, 

st.  lb. 

0 6| 

• 

Entrails, 

0 11 

Loss, 

0 

0 

♦H- 

Live  weight, 

10  I2f 

SOUTH  DOWN, 
lb. 

• 

Mutton, 

6 8{  at  6d. 

£•*63 

Tallow, 

0 13!  at  5d. 

0 5 7* 

Head  and  pluck, 

0 10 

009 

Skin, 

0 10 

010 

Wool, 

0 7 1 nt  i8d. 

0113 

£■  3 4 ioi 

Blood, 

0 7 

Entrails, 

0 11 

Loss, 

0 

0 

Live  weight, 

10  12 

Norfolk, 

3 0 

Down  superior  by 

£°  3 ” 

These  Norfolk  sheeep  losing  ilb.  ioz.  more  of  their 
respeQive  weight  (taken  full  and  empty),  is  a strong  cir- 
cumstance against  them.  The  Downs  are  run  much 
thicker  on  the  land  than  the  Norfolks. 

Mr.  Overman’s  600  South  Down  ewes  have  this  year 
(1802),  645  lambs. 

Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  in  November  1801,  on  a 
farm  of  1900  acres,  had  70  score  fatting  sheep,  20  scot* 
South  Down  ewes  and  their  lambs,  and  15  score  Leices- 
ter ewes  and  their  lambs ; in  all  very  near  3000.  About 
c g 3 one 
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one  and  a half  per  acre  on  a corn  farm  ! full  double  the 
ratio  of  black-face  stocking. 

South  Downs,  in  the  Holkham  district,  1 81b.  a quarter, 
two-shear;  and  Norfolk  about  the  same:  Mr.  Coke 
2olb. 

Fleece,  South  Down,  three  and  a half  on  an  average. 

Norfolk,  before,  on  the  same  land,  one  and  three- 
quarters. 

Mr.  Long,  of  Cranworth,  bought  in  wether  hoggits 
at  35s.  clipped  them  twice,  and  sold  all  at  4I.  without  any 
refuse. 

Seventeen  years  ago,  being  at  Mr.  Bakewell’s,  he 
mentioned  to  me  the  curious  circumstance  that  Norfolk 
mutton  would  not  keep  so  long  as  South  Down,  on  the 
authority  of  the  butcher  of  Eton  College  ; I immediately 
desired  my  late  brother,  then  Fellow  of  Eton,  to  apply  to 
the  butcher  for  particular  information,  and  his  own  ac- 
count was  as  follows  :* 

“ The  Norfolk  mutton  certainly  will  taint  sooner  than 
any  in  very  hot  weather ; neither  is  there  any  sort  (that  I 
know)  of  a worse  flavour  at  that  time,  though  inferior  to 
none  in  cool  weather.  Many  very  fine  and  fat  Norfolks 
do  not  please  on  the  table.  The  fat  often  runs  away  in 
roasting,  if  they  are  laid  to  a hot  fire ; and  they  rarely  are 
so  sweet  as  the  South  Downs.  The  latter  are  in  hot  wea- 
ther, worth  a halfpenny  a pound  more  than  the  Norfolks. 

“ When  both  are  complttdy  fatted,  it  is  hard  to  say 
(supposing  the  season  cool)  which,  upon  an  average,  is 
fattest : the  flavour  too,  in  such  a season,  I think  is  equal ; 
and  as  to  coarse  meat,  there  is  none  in  either  sort.  But  if 
they  are  kihed  in  cool  weather,  before  they  are  very  fat, 
the  preference  must  be  given  to  the  Norfolks,  because  the 

«'*!>'  . • ’ , 

* I printed  this  paper  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Annah  of  Agrinlturi, 

but  as  it  is  a very  curious  decision  relative  to  Norfolk  sheep,  I insert  it  here. 

• meat 
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meat  will  in  that  case  eat  better,  and  there  is  a probabi- 
lity of  much  more  fat  within. 

“ With  respeit  to  profit  to  the  feeder,  if  they  are  fed 
entirely  with  grass,  and  upon  good  land,  my  opinion  is 
decidedly  in  favour  of  South  Downs ; or  if  they  eat  tur- 
nips in  the  winter,  and  after  that  are  kept  two  or  three 
months  upon  grass  in  the  spring,  it  is  the  same.  But  if 
they  are  half  fat  against  winter,  and  are  to  be  completed 
at  turnips,  I believe  no  sheep  are  more  profitable  than 
Norfolks,  perhaps  none  so  much  so.  But  both  sorts  should 
be  kept  where  there  is  both  turnip  and  grass-land. 

“JOHN  vyse,  butcher , 
Eton  College .” 

Mr.  Ba.kewf.ll  observed  upon  this  account,  that  the 
Norfolk  mutton  not  keeping,  councils  very  much  with 
the  quantity,  and  perhaps  the  colour  of  the  gravy.  In  all 
sorts  of  meat,  that  which  is  chosen  for  gravy,  and  which 
actually  abounds  with  it  most  is  the  lean ; and  the  freer 
from  fat  the  better.  That  loose  texture  which  is  implied 
by  the  very  circumstance  of  being  full  of  gravy,  is  the 
cause  of  the  meat  tainting  so  soon,  by  the  admission  of  air. 

To  this  account  there  is  one  collateral  circumstance  to 
be  named : the  Wiltshire  sheep  have  proved  in  various 
trials  an  unprofitable  breed,  as  well  as  the  Norfolks;  but 
it  is  remarkable  that  for  turnips,  no  sheep  are  said,  by  many 
pradlical  and  experienced  husbandmen,  to  pay  better,  ff  so 
well.  In  Hertfordshire  many  who  turnip-feed  adhere  to 
that  breed,  who  admit  the  South  Downs  to  be  a superior 
sort  for  grass-feeding.  I cannot  but  conceive  that  this 
whole  comparative  inquiry  into  the  particular  merits  and 
demerits  of  the  breeds  of  sheep,  is  yet  in  its  infancy: 
certain  important  fails  are  gained;  but  when  they  are 
combined,  and  the  causes  to  be  assigned,  we  are  still  in 
great  want  of  further  observation  and  experiment. 

c g 4 Mr. 
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Mr.  Bakewell,  on  the  same  occasion,  gave  as  his 
opinion,  that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  Norfolks 
and  South  Downs ; that  the  latter  are  much  better  for  any 
kind  of  food,  for  folding,  or  for  any  purpose,  than  the  for- 
mer, except  the  flavour  of  the  mutton. 

Mr.  Samuel  Thorn,  at  Kimberly,  buys  wether 
lambs  in  August,  at  12s.  or  14s. ; keeps  them  highly  ; 
winter-feeds  on  turnips ; then  on  clover;  turnips  a second 
time ; and  sells,  six  weeks  after  Christmas,  at  36s.  each  : 
1791.  This  was  mentioned  as  a profitable  system  with 
Norfolks;  but  if  wool  makes  the  profit  25s.  they  do  not 
pay  above  4d.  a week. 

Experiment  by  Mr.  Crow. — “ About  Michaelmas  I 
put  ten  Norfolk,  ten  Leicestershire,  and  ten  South  Down 
wether  hoggit  lambs  to  turnips,  that  they  might  learn  to 
eat  them  readily,  and  let  them  remain  together  till  the  6th 
of  November,  when  the  ten  Leicestershire,  the  ten  South 
Down,  and  nine  of  the  Norfolk  (one  having  died)  were 
numbered,  weighed,  and  put  each  sort  by  themselves,  into 
three  pieces  of  wheat  stubble,  of  one  acre  each,  separated 
by  hurdles,  and  I provided  at  the  same  time  three  other 
pieces  of  the  like  size,  and  separated  in  the  same  manner, 
to  shift  them  into.  They  were  fed  upon  turnips,  topped, 
and  tailed,  measured  to  them  in  bushel  skeps,  with  great 
exa£lness,  from  that  time  till  the  14th  March,  and  then 
weighed  again. 


X.EICES- 
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LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Weight  of  each  sheep,  6th  i Weight  of  each  sheep, 
November.  14th  March. 


No. 

Stone. 

Lbt. 

On. 

No. 

Stone. 

Lbs. 

On. 

I. 

4 

>3 

4 

I. 

7 

O 

8 

2. 

5 

4 

4 

2. 

.6 

9 

0 

3- 

5 

S 

0 

3- 

7 

7 

8 

4- 

5 

7 

8 

4- 

6 

12 

8 

5- 

5 

8 

0 

5- 

6 

12 

0 

6. 

5 

9 

0 

6. 

7 

6 

0 

7- 

5 

10 

4 

7- 

7 

2 

8 

8. 

6 

0 

0 

8. 

7 

9 

0 

9- 

6 

2 

8 

9- 

7 

8 

8 

10. 

6 

4 

0 

10. 

8 

1 

0 

Average  weight  6th  of  Average  weight,  14'h 

November,  about  551. 91b.  of  March,  about  7St.  41b, 
30Z.  each.  1 oz.  each. 

Average  increase  of  weight  in  eighteen  weeks  two  days, 
about  isl  81b.  140Z.  each. 

SOUTH  DOWN. 


Weight  of  each  sheep,  6th 

Weight  of 

each  sheep. 

of  November. 

14th  of  March 

No. 

Stone. 

Lbi. 

On. 

No. 

Stone, 

Lbs. 

On. 

1. 

4 

13 

O 

1. 

6 

*3 

12 

2. 

5 

O 

O 

2. 

6 

1 1 

8 

3- 

5 

1 

8 

3- 

6 

»3 

8 

4- 

5 

2 

12 

4- 

7 

2 

0 

5- 

5 

4 

12 

5- 

6 

9 

4 

6. 

5 

5 

12 

6. 

6 

12 

0 

7- 

5 

7 

O 

7- 

7 

2 

0 

8. 

5 

7 

0 

8. 

6 

10 

8 

9- 

5 . 

7 

4 

9- 

7 

3 

8 

10. 

5 

8 

8 

10. 

7 

0 

8 

Average  weight,  6th  of  Average  weight,  14th 

November,  about  5$t.  41b.  of  March,  about  6st.  J2lb. 
5I  oz.  7 oz.  each. 


Average  increase  of  weight,  in  eighteen  weeks  two 
days,  about  1st.  81b.  if  oz.  each. 


NORFOLK. 
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NORFOLK. 


Weight  of  each  sheep,  6th 

Weight  of 

each  sheep. 

of  November. 

14th  of  March. 

No. 

Stone. 

Lbs. 

Om. 

No. 

Stone; 

Lis.  Om. 

I. 

6 

4 

8 

1. 

8 

2 

0 

2. 

6 

6 

0 

2. 

7 

IO 

8 

3- 

6 

6 

4 

3- 

7 

4 

0 

4- 

6 

6 

8 

4- 

7 

5 

8 

5- 

6 

7 

0 

5- 

7 

11 

8 

6. 

6 

8 

12 

6. 

7 

9 

0 

7- 

6 

11 

8 

7* 

8 

2 

0 

8. 

6 

12 

8 

8. 

8 

O 

0 

9- 

7 

2 

0 

9- 

8 

) 

9 

8 

Average  weight, 

6th  of 

Average 

weight, 

14th 

November,  about  6st.  81b. 

of  March,  about  7st. 

I2lb. 

90Z. 

each. 

402. 

each. 

Average  increase  of  weight,  in  eighteen  weeks  two 
days,  about  1st.  31b.  1 1 oz.  each. 


Quantity  ate  in  eighteen  weeks  two  days : 

The  ten  Leicestershire  ate  588  bushels  of  turnips. 

The  ten  South  Down  ate  589  bushels  of  turnips. 

The  nine  Norfolk  ate  607  bushels  of  turnips. 

The  offal  turnips  were,  at  different  times,  colle&ed, 
v measured,  and  deducted  from  the  account  of  the  quantities 
given  to  them. 

If  nine  Norfolk  consumed  607  bushels,  ten  would,  in  the 
same  proportion,  have  consumed  above  674  bushels,  or 
85  bushels  more  than  the  South  Down,  and  86  bushels 
more  than  the  Leicesters. 

The  Norfolk  and  South  Down  are  about  tlie  same  age ; 
Leicestershire  about  six  weeks  younger. 

I should 
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l should  have  observed,  they  were  both  times  weighed, 
after  having  stood  some  time  in  pens  to  empty  themselves. 

The  Leicestershire  and  Norfolk  were  bred  bv  Mr. 
Coke,  of  Holkham  ; the  South  Down  by  Mr.  Ellman, 
of  Glynd  ; and  as  they  were  all  picked  out  for  the  pur- 
pose, I doubt  not  but  you  will  allow  they  are  prime  stock 
of  their  kinds.  The  Norfolk  were  chosen  out  of  about 
700  lambs ; the  Leicestershire  and  South  Downs,  out  of 
about  100  each. 

South  Downs  are  coming  in  about  Watton:  it  is 
no  sheep  country;  but  on  the  commons  Mr.  Robinson 
shewed  me  his  own  little  flock,  bought  of  Mr.  Brad- 
field,  of  Knattishall,  who  parted  with  them  because  he 
thought  they  would  not  do  for  ling  walks. 

A Gentleman  remarked  on  the  Norfolk  breed,  that 
their  pelts  were  more  valuable  than  any  other,  being 
worth  4I.  4s.  a dozen  (1791)  to  the  London  butchers, 
owing  to  the  singular  quality  of  being  separable  into  three 
flakes,  or  skins. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Stanhow,  an  excellent  farmer,  and 
very  attentive  to  his  flock,  kept  on  800  acres  of  very  good 
land,  four  hundred  breeding  Norfolk  ewes,  80  or  100  of 
which  went  to  his  marsh  (exclusive  of  800)  in  the  spring, 
and  stayed  till  after  Michaelmas;  three  hundred  ewes  in 
summer  ; one  hundred  hoggits  ditto,  on  the  marsh  in  win- 
ter. Little  more  than  one-half  a sheep  per  acre.  Never 
sold  wether  lambs  higher  than  16s. — (Note,  same  years 
fast). 

Mr.  Salter,  of  Winborough,  keeps  only  Norfolks; 
whatever  success  may  attend  other  breeds  on  dry  land,  he 
is  sure  they  would  not  do  with  him ; they  would  not 
travel  through  the  mud  of  his  gateways. 

In 


Digitized  by  Google 


460  BREEDS,  CROSSES,  &C. 

In  1792,  I found  a Soutli  Down  flock,  of  30  score,  on 
Mr.  Bevan’s  farm,  and  having  a flock  of  Norfolks  on 
an  adjoining  farm  at  Knattishall,  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  wool  exadlly : 34  score  of  Norfolks 
produced  43  tod  at  281b. ; and  34  score  of  South  Downs 
produced  61  tod;  which  61,  kept  till  November,  became 
64,  but  the  summer  very  wet. 

South  Down  - - 17081b. 

Norfolk  * - 12041b. 

Superiority,  just  £ lb.  each  - 504  lb. 

In  1791*  the  shepherd  would  not  let  his  own  Norfolk 
ewes  take  the  South  Down  ram;  but  in  1792,  he  was 
ready  enough.  He  said,  they  would  eat  harder  than  the 
Norfolks  ; and  would  eat  what  the  Norfolks  would  not: 
that  they  are  more  quiet  and  obedient  than  the  Norfolks ; 
so  that  he  has  done  with  them  what  he  could  not  do  with 
the  Norfolks ; fold  them  almost  to  an  inch  without  hurdles. 

A neighbouring  farmer  bought  three  rams  of  Mr.  Be. 
van,  at  5I.  5s.  each  ; but  afterwards  repenting,  because 
they  would  stain  his  flock,  Mr.  Bevan  offered  him  6d.  a 
head,  for  all  their  lambs,  more  than  he  sold  his  Norfolks 
for,  in  the  same  flock,  at  Ipswich  fair.  The  offer  was 
accepted ; the  price  proved  6s.  3d.  for  the  ewe  lambs,  and 
9s.  for  the  wethers.  Mr.  Bevan  re-sold  the  ewes  for  9s. 
and  the  wethers  for  10s.  6d.  or  2s.  ifd.  a head  in  favour 
of  the  half-breds. 

W hen  his  Sheep  were  Norfolks,  he  kept  500 ; but  in 
1794,  he  had  960  South  Downs. 
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Produce  of  1 16  ewe  lambs,  bred  by  Mr.  Bevan,  at 
Riddlesworth,  179a: 


£■ 

1. 

d. 

Wool,  12  tod  1 61b. 

26 

8 

0 

48  Lambs,  sold  for 

32 

2 

0 

5 Ram  lambs,  ditto 

8 

8 

0 

6 Refuse  ditto 

2 

10 

0 

7 Refuse  shearlings,  ditto 

- 5 

10 

0 

10  Good  ditto 

10 

10 

0 

1 Ditto 

1 

0 

0 

87  Ditto  - 

9» 

7 

0 

105  ^ 

£-in 

15 

0 

9 Died  Cost 

2 Dunt 

57 

14 

0 

Aflual  profit 

116 

£■'*0 

1 

0 

Mr.  Bevan  was  early  in  trying  South  Down  sheep, 
but  finding  them  tender  at  lambing,  went  into  a new  Lei- 
cester cross : these  he  abandoned,  and  got  back  to  South 
Downs,  but  still  esteems  them  a tender  breed,  and  that 
they  ought  to  have  yards  sheltered  and  littered  for  lambing 
in  bad  weather;  remarking,  that  all  the  farmers  he  knows 
on  the  South  Downs,  have  these  yards  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Drake,  of  Billingford,  buys  ewe-lambs  in  Au- 
gust, selling  them  that  time  twelvemonth,  folding  the 
whole  year ; a great  improvement  on  his  hot  gravelly 
lands : wool  included,  he  more  than  doubles  his  money. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Eillingfold,  all  South  Downs,  except  a 
few  Leicesters.  He  and  Mr.  Bloomfield  were  gone, 
when  I called,  to  Mr.  Scrace’s  sale  in  Sussex. 

Loddon  and  Clavering  hundreds  are  no  sheep  coun- 
tries ; there  are  a few,  and  South  Downs  and  Leicesters 
have  been  creeping  in. 

In  Fleg  one  scarcely  sees  any  sheep : I was  told  that 
Mr.  Christmas,  at  Billocby,  has  some  Norfolk  ewes, 
but  the  number  inconsiderable.  Bullocks  the  general  stock. 

This 
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This  year  (1802),  there  were  but  two  pens  of  Nor- 
folk lambs  at  a fair  in  this  neighbourhood ; not  many  years 
since  there  were  no  others  : at  present  chiefly  half-bred. 

Mr.  Pet  re,  of  Westwick,  keeps  17  score  in  a coun- 
try where  flocks  arc  not  common ; he  has  some  South 
Downs  but  more  Norfolks. 

Mr.  Repton,  at  Oxnead,  keeps  fifty  breeding  ewes 
of  the  New  Leicester  kind,  which  answer  greatly : Nor- 
folks are  so  mischievous  to  fences,  that  he  does  not  like  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  Reeves,  of  Heveringland,  buys  in  lapibs*  and 
sells  them  shearlings  from  the  fold.  Tried  half-bred 
South  Downs  from  Mr.  Dursgate,  which  paid  him 
better  than  Norfolks,  and  he  likes  them  so  much  better,  as 
to  intend  continuing  to  buy  this  sort  in  preference. 

Mr.  Birch  am,  at  Hackford,  declares  against  having  any 
favourites;  he  has  generally  bought  Norfolks,  and  half- 
bred  lambs  ; some  few  South  Downs,  but  they  did  not  an- 
swer : has  had  some  Leicesters  : any  sort  he  can  get  worth 
his  money.  Little  farmers  who  keep  a few  sheep,  find  the 
polled  breeds  very  convenient  from  their  quietness,  and 
therefore  prefer  them.  Norfolk  lambs  bred  near  Cro- 
mer, were  bought  by  Mr.  G.  Jones  at  14s.  were  run  on 
stubbles  in  the  autumn,  and  put  to  turnips  at  Christmas, 
then  to  layers  of  the  first  year,  probably  as  the  best  food 
for  sheep,  and  sold  shearling  wethers  at  Michaelmas  at 
55s.  each ; 20  to  241b.  a quarter. 

Colonel  Buller,  at  Haydon,  is  convinced  that  Nor- 
folks answer  better  than  South  Downs : shearlings  come 
sometimes  to  20  and  251b.  a quarter,  and  have  had  iqjlb. 
of  tallow ; he  has  a breeding  flock  of  400 : sold  his 
wether  lambs  at  26s.  and  his  ewe  lambs  at  24s. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  has  40  score  of  South 
Downs,  which  he  has  been  rearing  these  six  years,  hav- 
ing bought  many  ewes  and  got  good  tups.  He  has,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  a good  opinion  of  Norfolks,  and  will  not  be  sur- 
prized  to  see  them  come  into  fashion  again.  In  May 
1792,  he  sold  two  shear  Norfolks  at  Smith  field,  for  3I. 
each.  He  admits  their  rambling  disposition,  which  is 
much  against  diem ; and  he  is  clear  that  he  cannot  keep 
so  many  on  his  farm  as  of  South  Downs.  The  South  Down 
wool  is  not,  on  good  keep,  so  good  as  Norfolk  wool,  but 
the  fleece  is  heavier.  Five  years  ago  he  got  a lot  of  York- 
shires from  the  Wolds,  white  faces,  polled,  and  the  wool 
very  coarse,  but  they  throve  wonderfully ; never  having  had 
any  sheep  that  did  better,  insomuch,  that  he  was  sorry 
when  he  parted  with  them.  Norfolks,  lie  thinks,  will 
bear  folding  better  than  South  Downs.  The  latter  will, 
however,  come  to  hand  rather  sooner,  but  not  on  ling : has 
had  three  shear  South  Downs  of  281b.  a quarter.  Mr. 
Johnson,  shall  you  go  hack  to  Norfolks  ? — “ Certainly  not,  for 
my  lands  lie  wide.”  I like  this  discriminating  attention  ; 
it  is  a sign  of  accurate  observation,  and  the  balance  is 
enough  in  favour  of  South  Downs. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  got  South  Downs  last 
year,  and  approves  what  he  has  seen  of  them : he  thinks 
they  may  be  run  thicker  on  the  land  ; and  if  as  much  pro- 
fit is  gained  from  five  as  from  four,  it  is  a better  system. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  keeps  only  Leicester : 
while  he  was  in  the  Norfolk  breed,  his  flock  was  18  score 
breeding  eifces:  he  has  now  to  score  Leicester  ewes,  and 
all  their  produce,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  never  less 
than  from  28  to  30  score,  lambs  included ; but  the  ac- 
count taken  at  any  time  of  the  year,  the  amount  is  to 
score  more  in  number.  He  has  had  this  breed  six  years, 
and  prefers  them  to  South  Downs.  Mr.  Reeve’s  account 
is,  however,  candid,  for  he  admits  that  they  are  apt  to  go 
barren ; and  the  highest  bred,  the  most  so ; dips  6 lb.  on 
an  average,  ewe  and  hog  : his  Norfolk  ewes  ta  to  14 
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to  a tod.  He  letts  from  35  to  40  tups  annually,  at  from 
five  to  ten  guineas,  and  a few  from  fifteen  to  twenty. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe^  of  Burnham,  has  been  for  three 
years  entirely  in  the  South  Downs;  clips  1000 ; a stock 
greater  than  ever  he  kept  of  Norfolks,  the  comparison 
fairly  made:  his  flock  averaged  3! lb.  of  wool  this  year; 
his  Norfolks  never  exceeding  2§  lb. 

Mr.  Dursgate  has  had  South  Downs  six  years,  and 
is  clear  that,  free  from  all  change  in  husbandry,  or  other 
circumstance  that  would  unfairly  affcdt  the  comparison, 
the  number  kept,  compared  with  Norfolks,  has  been  as  five 
to  four.  The  carcasses  as  heavy  as  the  Norfolks;  more 
wool,  and  at  a better  price.  He  does  not  fold  ; but  the 
South  Downs  would  bear  it  better  than  the  Norfolks.  At 
Palsgrave,  he  folds  the  South  Downs,  because  there  is  a 
sheep-walk — a Norfolk  flock  changing  gradually  to  South 
Downs. 

Mr.  Rishton,  at  Thornham,  South  Downs,  and  ap- 
proved very  greatly  of  the  breed  ; from  250  acres  of  land, 
sold  off  a thousand  pounds  worth  on  quitting  the  farm. 

Mr.  DoDMAN,  at  Thornham,  South  Downs. 

Mr.  Styleman,  at  Snettisham,  keeps  2000  of  various 
breeds,  South  Downs,  New  Leicesters,  and  half  and  half; 
in  number  considerably  more  than  when,  on  the  same 
land,  he  kept  Norfolks  : his  farm  may,  and  probably  does, 
produce  more  sheep-fcod  than  it  did  at  that  time  ; but  he 
is  perfedlly  clear  in  the  great  superiority  of  the  number, 
this  circumstance  deducted,  and  that  the  profit  is  consi* 
derably  greater.  Clear  also  in  the  superior  hardiness  and 
kindliness  of  feeding  of  the  new  breeds.  Of  all  cross 
breeds,  he  thinks  the  first  cross  of  the  Leicester  tup  on 
the  Norfolk  ewe  the  best,  and  that  wool  now  (1802)  sells 
at  46s.  a tod ; fleeces  41b. 

Mr.  Goddis#n  folds  Lord  Cholmondeley’s  flock 
* of 
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of  Norfolk  and  South  Down,  all  the  year,  except  while  in 
turnips;  and  Mr.  Beck,  at  Massinghain,  who  has  35 score 
South  Downs,  folds  them  as  regularly  as  any  Norfolks. 

At  Hillingdon,  all  either  Norfolks  or  halt-breds,  a 
Leicester  tup  on  a Norfolk  ewe.  Captain  Beacher 
thinks  there  are  no  sheep  in  the  island  which  the  Leicester 
will  not  improve.  He  has  grazed  many  Wiltshires,-  and 
thinks  them  the  best  of  all  for  cole-grazing  in  the  fens. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Castle  Riseing,  has  had  South  Downs 
13  years,  beginning  with  some  from  Mr.  Tykrels,  of 
Lamport,  and  has  imported  three  or  four  times  since.  Ha 
has  now  800,  and  is  quite  convinced  of  their  superiority 
to  Norfolks:  when  he  was  in  that  breed  he  had  not  half 
the  number;  but  after  abating  fully  for  improved  hus- 
bandry, and  every  other  circumstance,  he  is  clear  that 
there  is  a superiority  of  four  to  three.  His  fences  are 
and  must  be  bad,  and  in  such  a farm  quietness  is  a vast 
object : his  farm  486  acres.  He  gained  the  fitst  prize  for 
ewes  both  the  last  and  this  year  at  Swafham,  and  also  at 
Holkham.  I examined  his  flock  attentively,  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  a very  beautiful  one.  His  wool  now  averages 
eight  to  a tod,  equally  of  hogs  and  ewes:  his  Norfolks 
todJed  twelve : he  is  clear  that,  take  the  country  through, 
they  average  half  as  much  again  as  Norfolks,  Before  he 
took  the  farm  there  were  50  sheep  on  it,  and  a dairy  of 
cows.  What  an  improvement  I 

In  the  vicinity  of  Downham  are  found  all  sorts  of 
breeds : towards  the  river,  Lincolns  and  Leicesters;  higher 
up,  Norfolks  and  South  Downs.  Mr.  Saffory  likes 
the  South  Downs  best,  but  thinks  that  if  as  much  care 
and  attention  had  been  exerted  to  improve  the  breed  of 
Norfolks  as  the  South  Downs  have  experienced,  they 
would  by  this  time  have  been  a very  different  sheep.  Nor- 
norfolk.]  H h folk 
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folk  three-shear  wethers  sold,  in  April  last,  at  St.  Ives,  at 
4I.  4s.  to  4I.  10s.  each. 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Watlington,  keeps  Leicesters,  which 
he  obtained  from  Mr.  Fasset,  Mr.  Creasy,  of  Down- 
ham,  and  Mr.  Wilcox,  of  West  Walton,  near  Wis- 
beach.  Letts  tups  himself,  from  7I.  7s.  to  10I.  10s. : this 
year  to  the  amount  of  330I. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Tottenhill,  keeps  half-breds:  Lei- 
cester tups  on  Norfolk  ewes : sold  lambs  in  1801,  at  27I. 
a score ; this  year  his  shepherd  sold  at  23I.  both  ewes  and 
■wetheis.  His  flock  is  subjedl  to  the  rickets.  He  has 
much  black  sand  ; but  unwilling  to  attribute  the  malady 
to  soil,  as  this  year  he  had  not  10  -t  but  last  year  120 ; and 
all  circumstances  of  land  and  food  the  same.  It  attacks 
The  lambs  at  six  or  eight  weeks  old. 

Mr.  Rog-erson,  of  Narborough,  keeps  700  Norfolk 
ewes  on  1200  acres,  which  he  covers  with  Leicester  tups. 

Mr.  Twist,  ofBretenham,  keeps  60  score  of  breeding 
Norfolk  ewes  on  1800  acres  of  poor  land.  He  had  ,a 
South  Down  tup  some  years  ago,  from  Mr.  Crow,  but 
he  could  not  perceive  that  the  breed  did  better  than  Nor- 
folks,  though  they  stood-  the  fold  to  the  full  as  well. 

Marshland.— Mr.  Dennis,  of  Wigenhall,  St.  Mary, 
grasses  only  the  best  Lincoln  wethers : he  buys  from  May 
Day  to  Midsummer  -T  keeps  them  over-year,  clipping  twice, 
average  price  50s.  to  60s.  and  sells  at  65s.  to  7 5s.  getting  1 81b. 
in  the  two  fleeces:  his  good  land  will  carry  six  per  acre, 
on  an  average,  in  summer  ; in  winter,  two  on  three  acres, 
and  these  will  quite  preserve  their  flesh:  if  the  season  be 
favourable,  will  get  something.  He  thinks  that  there  is 
no  other  breed  so  profitable  here  ; even  a stain  of  tlie  new 
Leicester  is  hurtful*  as  they  will  not  stand  the  winter  so 

well. 
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well.  Shocp  the  chief  stock,  though  some  Lincoln  bul- 
locks. He  never  gives  hay  to  sheep;  nothing  but  grass; 
32  lb.  a quarter,  his  average  of  fat  wethers. 

Mr.  Swaynh,  of  Walpole,  prefers  the  cross  between 
Lincoln  and  Leicester ; he  buys  them  shearling  wethers, 
about  Lady-day  ; last  year  3I.  1 1 3I.  10s.  each,  but  has 
had  them  at  36s.  and  38s.  He  clips  the  best  twice  ; three 
to  a tod,  which  he  likes  better  than  heavier  fletcesof  sheep 
demanding  more  food.  Some  give  17  or  18  lb.  of  wool. 
At  Michaelmas  he  culls  the  worst,  or  buvs  cole  for  them, 
if  reasonable:  sells  all  by  Midsummer,  making  8s.  or  10s. 
a head,  when  bought  in  high,  besides  the  wool.  Very- 
few  beasts. 

I have  heard  it  made  a question,  who  first  introduced 
South  Down  sheep  in  Norfolk?  When  once  an  im- 
provement has  spread  so  much  as  to  become  an  objcdi  of 
importance,  there  are  generally  many  claimants  for  the 
merit ; and  if  such  claimants  are  only  heard  of  many 
veais  after,  but  little  attention  is  due  to  them.  With  re- 
gard  to  the  neighbouring  county  of  Suffolk,  I can  speak 
with  some  accuracy,  but  should  not  mention  it  on  this  oc- 
casion, were  not  the  fa<5t  connected  with  the  introduction 
into  Norfolk.  In  May,  17S5,  i published  an  account  of 
an  observation*  I made  in  1784,  the  year  I brought  them 
into  Suffolk  from  Sussex  ; and  being  printed  at  the  time, 
the  faCt  will  admit  no  doubt.  I recommended  them  strong- 

* It  was  this:  a South  Down  ram  I had  got  from  Sussex,  broke,  byacci- 
dent,  to  a little  flock  of  Norfolk  ewes,  belonging  to  a tenant,  the  effieft  of 
which  was,  his  having  seven  or  eight  lambs  entirely  different  from  all  the 
rest.  His  iambs  were  drawn  fat  by  the  butcher  early  in  the  summer,  who* 
when  he  came  first  to  make  choice,  drew  every  one  of  South  Down  breed 
before  he  took  a single  Norfolk,  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  were 
by  much  the  fattest  in  the  flock.  The  farmer  applied  to  me  immediately  to 
save  him  a ram  lamb, 
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ly  to  every  gentleman  and  farmer  I conversed  with  on  the 
subject,  and,  at  my  persuasion  (as  many  well  know),  the 
late  Mr.  Macro,  of  Barrow,  purchased  that  flock  which 
the  Earl  of  Orford,  after  his  death,  bought  and  esta- 
blished at  Houghton.  Mr.  Macro  died  in  1789. 

In  a paper  printed  in  the  dnnals,  in  1790,  I remark: 
**  I have  had  six  and  twenty  years  experience  of  Norfolk 
sheep,  and  once  thought  so  well  of  them  as  to  carry  them 
into  Hertfordshire ; but  in  the  advance  of  my  pradtice,  I 
began  gradually  to  doubt  the  superior  merit  of  that  breed. 
I thought,  that  of  all  the  sheep  which  I had  examined 
particularly,  none  promised  to  answer  so  well  for  the  gene- 
ral purpose  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  as  the 
South  Downs.  I began  the  import  in  1784,  and  in 
1790  had  350.  I had  too  much  friendship  for  tlie  late 
Mr.  Macro,  to  advise  him  to  try  any  experiment  that  I 
was  not  clear  would  answer  to  him.  I repeatedly  urged 
him  to  try  the  South  Downs ; he  listened  to  me  with  at- 
tention for  some  time,  but  would  not  determine,  till,  having 
seen  the  number  I kept  proportionably  to  the  quantity  of 
land*,  and  at  the  same  time  with  some  Norfolks,  it  proved 
to  him  that  the  South  Downs  were  worth  attending  to ; 
and  the  journey  I persuaded  him  to  take  into  Sussex,  giv- 
ing him  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  various  noted 
sheep-masters  there,  he  determined  to  make  the  experi- 
ment: he  went  over,  previous  to  Lewes  fair,  and  bought 
a flock  of  them.  The  lambs  sold  well  at  Ipswich  fair. 
Mr.  Le  Blanc,  at  Cavcnham,  also  turned  South  Down 
rams  to  700  Norfolk  ewes:  he  found  no  difficulty  at  Ips- 
wich ; and  his  shepherd,  after  three  years  obstinate  pre- 
ference to  Norfolks,  gave  up  his  old  friends,  and  a&ually 

» On  *40  acres,  353  sheep,  4?  head  of  tattle,  10  korses,  and  every  year 
70  acres  of  con.  1790,  Annals,  vo!.  xv. 
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set  South  Downs  for  his  shepherd’s  stock.  Whether  the 
breed  should  or  should  not,  in  the  long  run,  establish  itself, 
I have  the  saiisfa&ion  of  feeling  that  I have  done  no  ill 
office  to  my  brother  farmers  by  introducing  it.  From  the 
daily  accounts  I receive,  I have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  it  will  be  established.” 

I may  he  pardoned,  perhaps,  if  I here  remark,  that  Mr. 
Le  Blanc,  of  Cavenham,  and  Mr.  Macro,  of  Bar- 
row,  being  at  Ipswich  fair,  and  having  felt,  as  well  as 
other  farmers,  the  great  advantage  that  promised  to  result 
to  the  county  from  the  introduction  of  South  Downs,  pro- 
posed a meeting  of  the  farmers  at  the  White  Horse,  to 
present  me  with  a piece  of  plate,  for  doing  what  they 
thought  a public  good.  A person  came  to  me  to  tell  me 
what  they  were  about,  and  I went  immediately  and  re- 
quested them  to  drop  the  design,  which  I effected  with 
difficulty  ; at  last  they  postponed  it,  as  I urged  that  the  re- 
sult was  too  little  known,  and  their  experience  too  short 
to  form  a satisfactory  idea.  A farmer  afterwards  told  me 
that  he  heard  of  the  intention,  and  that  had  it  been  brought 
forward  he  would  have  voted  me  an  enemy  to  Suffolk, 
for  endeavouring  to  change  the  best  breed  in  England  for 
a race  of  rats. 

Mr.  Crow,  of  Lakcnhatn,  informed  me,  in  1800, 
that  five  and  twenty  years  before,  he  had  a few  South 
Downs  at  Ash  Wicken,  which  he  mixed  with  Norfolk 
blood,  and  has  since  mixed  with  new  Leicester,  and  he 
thinks  that  between  the  three,  he  has  a breed  better  than 
eidier  of  them,  pure. 
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FOOD.— WOOL. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurningi  remarks,  that  ling  keeps 
sheep  very  healthy : he  has  a farm  at  Holt,  where  it  abounds 
on  the  heath  ; and  he  loses  four  sheep  at  Thurning  to  one 
at  Holt,  which  he  attributes  to  the  ling. 

Captain  Beacher  having  700  fatting  sheep,  and  tur- 
nips running  short,  put  200  of  them  to  oats  (not  ground) ; 
he  found  that  the  pradtice  would  not  answer  if  oats  were 
more  than  6s.  per  coomb,  and  then  not  for  longer  than  six 
weeks:  they  were  fed  on  a pasture,  and  the  improvement 
of  it  very  great.  He  thinks  grey  pease,  or  beans  would 
have  answered  much  better. 

Mr.  Money  Hill,  from  the  observations  he  has  made, 
is  of  opinion  that  the  fleece  being  very  fine,  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  a sign  of  a thriving  disposition. 

Mr. Hill’s  prices: 

17  99  48s.  a tod.  1801  48s. 

1800  52s.  6d.  1802  51s.  6d. 

Arrangement  of  Mr.  Bevan’s  flock  of  45  score 
South  Downs : the  tups  are  put  to  the  ewes  about  the 
tenth  of  September,  for  two  months,  being  fed  on  the 
layers  and  pastures,  and  are  folded  on  the  old  layers  for 
wheat:  after  wheat-sowing  they  are  folded  on  the  pastures 
and  layers  till  the  time  of  yeaning,  during, which  they  lie 
on  the  pastures  without  fold,  and  have  turnips  thrown  to 
them,  with  plenty  of  good  hay.  The  fattening  sheep  are 
on  turnips  and  hay  from  Michaelmas  to  the  end  of 
March,  followed  by  the  hoggits.  Tn  April  the  couples 
go  to  cole-seed  in  hurdles ; from  cole  to  rye,  from  rye  to 
the  new  layers,  if  forward  enough,  otherwise  to  the  wa- 
ter-meadows, till  the  beginning  of  May,  and  from  thence 
to  the  new  layers,  being  still  in  hurdles,  with  a good  deal 
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of  room  to  fall  back,  and  continue  so  on  the  layers  till 
about  the  10th  of  June,  when  the  ewes  are  washed  for 
clipping,  and  until  the  lambs  are  weaned : the  ewes  then 
go  to  fold  with  the  shearlings  on  the  fallows  intended  for  tur- 
nips, and  the  lambs  are  put  to  fresh  grass  reserved  for  that 
purpose:  all  the  sheep  on  turnips  and  cole  having  hay, 
they  consume  about  25  tons.  The  general  winter  provi- 
sion is  80  acres  of  turnips,  20  of  cole,  and  30  of  rye, 
for  tire  spring  * : the  latter,  after  feeding,  stands  for  a crop. 
He  values  his  turnips  on  the  average  at  30s.  per  acre,  and 
cole  at  25s.  After  turnip-sowing  die  flock  is  folded  on 
Old  layers  for  rye,  till  the  end  of  August,  when  the  ewes 
intended  for  breeding  are  put  to  good  pasture  till  the  tups 
arc  let  in. 

1802. — The  tups  now  put  to  the  ewes  about  a week 
later,  and  the  lambs  not  weaned  till  the  latter  end  of  June. 
Provision  this  year,  100  acres  of  turnips,  30  cole,  30  rye, 
for  25  score  breeding  ewes,  15  score  hoggits,  20  tups, 
10  score  fatting  stock  ; 51  score  in  all. 


Salt  of  Cull ■ lambs,  Ewes,  and  Wethers. 
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• Mr.  Bivah  plouglu  in  hit  rye-stubbles  before  the  shocks  are  carried  to 
turn  in  the  scattered  seed,  harrowing  in  half  a peck  of  cole-seed  for  sheep. 
feed  it)  the  spring,  and  finds  it  of  very  great  service. 
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. The  shearers  at  Holkham,  clip  in  a day  about  23  shear* 
ling  wethers,  or  20  larger  sheep. 

Mr.  Crow,  at  Lakenham,  643  sheep  and  lambs,  on 
32  acres  of  very  good  turnips,  and  91  acres  of  grass  aud 
,60  acres  of  stubbles  for  the  winter. 

Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  has  two  shepherds’  boarded 
houses  on  wheels;  they  contain  a bed,  and  a stove  for 
heating  milk,  so  well  contrived  that  it  is  heated  in  ten 
minutes:  he  has  found  the  advantage  in  lambing  time  so 
great,  that  he  has  no  doubt  of  having  saved  a great  num- 
ber of  their  lives,  and  recommends  it  strongly  to  his  bro- 
ther farmers. 

Mr.  Hill,  at  Waterden,  has  a shepherd’s  house  on 
wheels,  for  lambing  time,  and  hinted  that  it  wa$  first 
used  at  Waterden. 

- Mr.  Coke  readily  assists  not  only  his  tenants,  but  other 
neighbouring  farmers,  in  sorting  and  selecting  their  South 
Down  ewes,  &c.  and  distributing  them  in  lots  to  the  rams, 
according  to  the  shapes  and  qualities  of  each.  He  puts  on 
his  shepherd’s  smock,  and  superintends  the  pens,  to  the  sure 
improvement  of  the  flock  : his  judgment  is  superior  and 
admitted.  I have  seen  him  and  the  late  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford 
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FORD  thus  accoutred,  work  all  day,  and  not  quit  the  busi- 
ness till  the  darkness  forced  them  to  dinner. 

FOLD. 

I found  in  1792,  at  Mr.  Bevan’s,  what  I had  often  re- 
commended to  the  public ; a yard  well  fenced  in  for  a stand- 
ing fold,  in  sight  of  the  shepherd’s  windows,  forlitteringand 
folding  in  bad  weather.  1802,  he  continues  the  practice, 
and  is  well  persuaded  of  the  great.advantage : he  thinks  it  is 
indispensable,  and  means  in  future  to  have  his  flock  in 
for  yeaning,  whether  the  season  be  good  or  bad  ; and  has 
always  15  or  20  load  of  hay  stacked  in  it  for  them  to  help 
themselves : he  finds  this  not  attended  with  3rty  waste. 

Near  Brandon  there  is  a practice  introduced  about  ten 
years  ago,  said  to  be  from  Kent,  which  is,  to  fold  their 
flocks  for  five  or  six  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day  in  hot 
weather. 

In  laying  out  the  enclosures  of  the  farm  of  Waterden, 
from  15  to  50  acres  each,  much  attention  was  paid  in  the 
arrangement  to  have  every  field  of  the  farm  to  open  into  a 
lane,  that  leads  through  the  whole,  so  that  by  dividing  the 
flock,  for  stocking,  according  to  varying  circumstances, 
Mr.  Hill  can  keep  at  least  one-fourth  more  than  when 
all  the  breeding  ewes  and  lambs  were  in  one  flock,  and 
the  food  dirtied  by  driving  to  fold  : by  this  means  there  is 
not  a bent  on  the  farm,  the  stocking  being  equal.  He  is 
not,  however,  entirely  without  a fold;  when  the  lambs 
are  weaned  (usually  about  old  Midsummer)  the  ewes  are 
folded  for  about  two  months,  principally  to  prevent  their 
breaking  pasture,  when  the  lambs  are  taken  from  them  : 
and  while  thus  folded,  he  finds  that  it  takes  one-half  more 
land  to  feed  them,  than  if  they  were  left  allotted,  as  through 
the  rest  of  the  year.  That  folding  lessens  the  value  of  the 
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lambs,  be  has  not  a doubt,  and  that  considerably  ; they  do 
not  bring  so  high  a price  as  others  not  folded — this  is  not 
opinion,  but  fadl.  The  ewes  are  also  in  doubly  better  con- 
dition from  lying  still  and  quiet.  That  the  tcath  will,  in 
certain  cases,  be  unequally  given,  he  does  not  deny;  but 
it  is  not  difficult  to  remedy  this  by  the  dung-cart;  to  fold  a 
lot  in  its  own  lay,  is  also  a remedy,  and  is  the  only  sort 
of  folding  he  can  approve.  Where  there  are  downs, 
heaths,  or  commons,  the  case  is  different ; there  folding 
may  be  necessary  without  question.  In  regard  to  the  ef- 
fect on  wool,  Mr.  Hill  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  fold- 
ing does  not  render  it  finer — it  makes  the  fleece  lighter, 
but  never  finer. 

Folding  is  generally  given  up  by  all  who  have  South 
Downs ; not  because  they  will  not  bear  it,  for  they  bear 
it  better  than  any  sheep  in  the  island,  but  because  the  stock 
is  so  valuable,  that  it  is  worth  the  fanner’s  attention  to 
contrive,  by  every  means,  to  keep  as  many  as  possible. 

One  circumstance,  though  a small  one,  deserves  mention- 
ing, for  the  use  of  those  who  form  separating  sheep-pens  : 
Mr.  Hill’s,  at  Waterden,  have  sliding-gates  from  one  to 
the  other,  he  remarked,  that  when  a pen  is  full  of  sheep, 
the  gate  cannot  be  opened  with  convenience  ; but  by  their 
sliding  in  the  fence,  this  is  avoided. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  does  not  fold,  conceiving 
it  to  be  merely  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  When  not 
folded,  sheep  do  with  less  food,  and  as  to  the  common  ob- 
jection, of  their  drawing  under  hedges  for  shelter,  in 
storms,  &c.  so  much  the  better ; it  is  what  they  ought 
not  to  be  prevented  from  doing.  The  lathe  is  much  more 
than  lost  in  mutton. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  never  folds:  folding  from 
lavers,  upon  fallow,  is  only  robbing  one  field  to  enrich 
another.  He  is  clear  in  this  point ; and  also  in  the  fadf, 
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that  if  sheep  (whatever  the  breed)  are  driven  by  foul  wea- 
ther to  a hedge,  there  is  the  proper  place  for  them,  and 
not  hv  penning,  left  to  abide  the  beating  of  the  storm. 

MivH.  Bjlythe,  of  Burnham,  sometimes  folds,  but 
never  from  choice,  hut  solely  by  reason  of  the  opennessof 
his  farm ; nor  does  he  approve  the  practice.  And  he  ex- 
plained a point,  in  his  manuring  for  wheat,  which  comes 
home  to  the  question : — he  never  sows  tempered  land  with 
■wheat,  without  either  oil-cake  or  muck,  except  on  pieces 
from,  which  the  sheep  were  not  folded  while  feeding  the 
layers. 

Mr.  Dursgate  remarks,  that  folded  sheep  certainly 
demand  more  food  than  those  which  arc  not  folded ; a 
quarter  of  a ton  of  raj*e-cake  is  equal  to  the  fold ; and  the 
flock,  without  any  doubt,  suffers  more  than  that  value  by 
folding.  In  short,  folding  is  to  gain  one  shilling  in  manure, 
by  the  loss  of  two  in  flesh. 

Mr.  Gobdison  folds  Lord  Cholmondeley’s  flock 
of  Norfolk  and  South  Downs:  and  Mr.  Beck,  of  Massi  og- 
ham, who  has  35  score  of  South  Downs,  folds. 

Mr.  Beck,  of  Riseing,  docs  not  fold;  and  he  is  very 
certain  that  if  he  did  fold,  he  could  not  keep  any  thing 
like  the  number  of  his  present  flock. 

As  I rode  across  a layer  of  40  or  50  acres,  on  Mr. 
Overman’s  farm,  I observed  a great  difference  in  the 
verdure,  to  a line  across  it,  the  appearance  of  one  side  of 
that  line  being  so  much  superior  to  the  other;  and  on  my 
remarking  it,  I was  informed  that  it  was  an  accidental  ex- 
periment, which  was  well  worth  attention  ; there  was  no 
other  difference  in  management,  to  make  one  part  of  that 
layer  better  than  another,  except  the  sheep  that  fed  it  be- 
ing from  one  pan  of  it  folded  on  another  arable  field 
during  the  summer ; but  from  the  other  part  they  were 
not  folded  at  all,  but  left  in  the  layer  night  and  day.  The 
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difference  was  very  considerable,  and  might  have  been 
discerned  half  a mile  off.  This  experiment  made  Mr. 
Overman  give  up  folding,  except  when  his  flock  was 
in  a salt-marsh  ; and  Mr.  Tuttle,  a neighbour,  assert- 
ed, he  would  never  fold  at  all  had  he  no  marshes.  Nor 
does  Mr.  Etheridge,  of  Scanhow,  fold.  These  fa£ls 
should  be  combined  with  another,  that  of  heaths  and  sheep- 
walks,  that  have  been  fed  with  sheep  for  centuries,  but 
those  sheep  constantly  folded  on  other  lands,  are  so  far 
from  improving,  that  they  are  to  all  appearance  as  poor  as 
they  could  have  been  at  any  former  period. — Note,  some 
years  past. 

Mr.  Stylkman,  at  Snettisham,  turned  his  flock  loose, 
and  without  folding,  in  20  acres  of  ollond  every  night,  for 
the  same  period  that  would  have  folded  it  in  the  common 
manner.  The  sheep  did  much  better  than  they  would 
have  done  had  they  been  folded ; the  face  of  the  herbage 
materially  improved  during  the  period,  and  upon  plough- 
ing it  up  for  wheat,  the  crop  was  equal  to  what  it  would 
have  been  with  folding,  and  shewed,  by  a regular  verdure, 
that  they  had  distributed  the  manure  equally  in  every  part. 

Mr.  Styleman  conceives  that  lambs  sell  3s.  a head 
lower  on  account  of  folding,  than  they  would  do  without 
it ; but  this  is  only  his  opinion.  He  thinks  also  that  the 
ewe  is  much  injured. 

Mr.  Pitts,  of  Thorpe  Abbots,  finds  that  no  mucking, 
on  his  burning  gravels,  will  do  so  much  good  as  the  fold, 
and  especially  on  a white  clover  and  trefoil  layer  for 
barlev. 
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When  1 had  formerly  the  pleasure  of  being  at  Hough- 
ton, I have  often  urged  Lord  Orford  to  break  up  a 
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heath  of  black  sand,  but  his  Lordship  informed  me,  that 
the  farmers  were  clear  that  if  he  did  it,  his  lambs  would 
be  ricketty,  by  feeding  on  the  turnips  or  grasses.  Mr.  God- 
dxson  has,  however,  laid  on  3200  loads  of  clay  on  44 
acres  of  it,  in  six  months,  and  broke  it  up:  he  got  great 
turnips  on  it,  and  this  year  very  fine  barley,  two  loads  and 
a half  per  acre,  in  the  straw.  As  to  the  rickets,  he  cannol 
assert  that  there  has  been  none,  but  quite  inconsiderable, 
not  ten  affeClcd  in  a large  flock.  On  this  distemper  he 
observes,  that  the  only  danger  is  while  the  ewes  are  in 
lamb  ; and  that  after  lambing  the  malady  is  not  acquired. 

On  a ground  noted  for  causing  this  distemper,  the  soil 
a black  sand,  heath,  but  marled  and  cultivated,  a farmer 
accidentally  removed  part  of  his  flock  during  the  months 
of  October  and  November ; the  flock  then  moved  escaped 
the  rickets,  but  those  left  had  it.  In  consequence  of  this 
the  trial  was  repeated  next  year,  and  the  effect  the  same. 
It  should  seem  from  this  case,  that  the  distemper  is  taken 
only  in  the  autumn,  at  whatever  time  it  may  appear,  and 
if  so,  there  is  very  little  difficulty  in  avoiding  it. 

Mr.  Coke’s  receipt  for  dressing  his  flock  previous  to 
winter,  against  lice  and  ticks: — Two  pounds  of  tobacco, 
two  pounds  and  a half  of  soft  soap,  one  pound  of  white 
mercury,  ground  to  powder : boil  in  eight  gallons  of  water 
one  hour.  Part  the  wool  down  each  shoulder,  and  the 
breast  of  the  sheep,  and  twice  along  each  side,  into  which 
pour  it.  This  quantity  enough  for  60  sheep. 

Mr.  Overman,  as  soon  as  his  flock  is  sheared,  dresses 
his  lambs  to  destroy  ticks  and  lice.  He  boils  a pound  of 
arsenick  and  a pound  of  soap  in  about  six  gallons  of  water, 
and  then  adds  26  gallons  more  water:  in  this  he  dips  the 
lambs,  and  finds  it  effective  in  the  destruction  of  all  the 
vermin : without  this  precaution  they  are  propagated 
a-fresh  from  the  lambs  to  the  ewes. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  M.  Hill  has  experienced  a distemper  among 
lambs  which,  from  the  description,  should  seem  to  be  a 
species  of  rickets.  In  1799  all  were  quite  healthy  ; but  in 
jgoo,  140  lambs  fell  lame  in  the  knees  and  hamstrings, 
and  wasted  away  much.  In  1801  the  same.  In  1802 
no  such  appearance  ; ail  healthy  ; the  ouly  difference  in 
the  management,  and  to  which  he  is  inclined  to  assign  the 
cause,  was  putting  the  tups  to  the  ewes  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember in  1798,  and  1801  and  in  the  intermediate  years, 
on  the  7 th  of  October.  1 inquired  if  they  had  fed  on 
different  lands,  or  if  he  had  broken  up  any  black  sandy 
heath  ? No  such  thing.  In  1803  quite  healthy. 


SECT.  III.— HOGS. 

The  breed  of  hogs  in  Norfolk  do  not  demand  any  par- 
ticular attention,  though  a useful  pig  if  well  supported ; 
their  most  usual  colour  black  and  white,  &c.  &c. : carcass 
long,  but  wants  thickness ; legs  the  same,  or  at  least  not 
short : good  breeders. 

I found  Mr.  Salter,  of  Winboroogh,  fatting  180 
pigs  in  August,  by  throwing  down  pease  in  a well  littered 
yard,  and  says  the  pigs  lose  none  at  all : they  have  the  run 
of  a meadow,  and  he  is  clear,  from  long  observation,  that 
they  fatten  much  better  and  quicker  than  if  confined. 
He  assigns  1 1 score  of  pease  for  fatting  aoo,  more  or  less ; 
and  considers  it  as  a profitable  application  of  the  crop  : he 
buys  them  all.  He  has  compared  stye-fatting  and  loose- 
fatting,  and  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  Havers,  at  Thelton,  has  the  Suffolk  breed,  and 
has  also  Berkshires ; but  finds  the  cross  between  them 
better  than  either  separate. 

1 found 
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I fouud  a new  piggery  building  by  Mr.  Havers,  at 
Thelton,  in  which  the  most  singular  circumstance  is  the 
sties  for  fatting,  being  single,  for  one  hog,  and  so  narrow 
that  he  cannot  turn  himself ; a range  of  these  on  one  side 
and  a space  for  cistern  on  the  other,  the  whole  near  the 
new  dairy — perhaps,  rather  too  near : a degree  of  vi- 
cinity is  necessary  for  the  milk  and  whey  to  flow  to  the 
cisterns,  bat  the  air  around  a dairy  should  be  preserved 
tjuite  uncontaminated. 

Mr.  Wiseman,  at  Happsborough,  having  occasion  to 
wean  some  pigs  much  too  young,  from  the  death  of  a sow', 
or  some  other  cause,  tried  boiled  pease  for  them,  and  the 
success  was  so  great,  that  lie  would  never  enter  largely 
into  breeding  or  fattening  hogs  without  a furnace  and  cop- 
per for  boiling  whatever  corn  might  be  given. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurning,  fattens  with  boiled  bar- 
ley, and  by  this  means  made  one  so  fat  that  he  was  blind 
from  excess  of  fat. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  every  feature  of  whose 
husbandry  merits  attention,  condemns  a dairy  stock  as  un- 
profitable to  a farm,  in  respe&  of  manuring  : he  once  had 
a large  dairy,  now  only  26  cows,  and  a principal  motive 
for  keeping  60  many,  is  the  right  application  of  it  to  »up- 
por ting  a large  stock  of  swine. 


SECT.  IV. — HOR9ES.  OXEN. 

1792.  Mr.  Overman’s  arable,  523  acres:  he  keeps 
31  horses. 

In  the  district  of  Hoikham,  20  to  500  acres  in  one 
farm,  16  to  500  acres.  The  larger  the  farm,  generally 
the  smaller  the  proportion.  ; 
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At  Snettisham,  30  years  ago,  16  horses  necessary  for 
500  acres  of  arable  land. 

In  Happing  hundred,  five  per  100  acres. 

Mr.  H.  Blythe,  30  to  1000  acres  of  sand,  and  chalk, 
drilled. 

Mr.  Reeve,  of  Wighton,  700  acres,  22  horses ; not 
four  per  100:  drilled. 

Mr.  Dursgate,  at  Summerfield,  1050,  and  31  horses. 
At  Sedgford,  1240  acres,  and  36  horses;  very  nearly  all 
in  tillage,  and  all  drilled. 

Mr.  Styleman,  of  Sncttisham,  four  to  too  acres; 
not  the  more  for  drilling. 

Mr.  Powell,  of  Broomsthorp,  near  Fakenham,  with 
15  Suffolk  horses  in  his  stable,  used  but  one  load  of  hay 
last  winter.  He  feeds  with  cut  straw  and  oats,  and  has  no 
racks.  Uses  Burrell’s  chaff-cutter,  paying  as.  for  20 
coombs. 

Mr.  Burton,  of  Langley,  never  lets  his  horses  re- 
main in  the  stable  at  night,  always  turning  them  into  a 
well-littered  warm  yard,  contiguous  to  the  stable.  This 
is  the  practice  of  the  farmers  in  the  angle  of  country 
formed  by  Woodbridge,  Saxmundham,  and  the  sen. 

Two  and  thirty  years  ago,  Mr.  Ramey,  of  Yarmouth, 
was  in  the  regular  pradlice  of  soiling,  which  has  not  since 
been  followed  to  any  thing  like  the  extent  to  which  it 
ought  to  be  every  where  carried.  The  second  week  in 
May  he  began  on  clover  for  20  horses  and  7 cows,  5 
calves,  and  his  hogs,  and  found  seven  acres  sufficient  for 
them  till  the  wheat  crops  were  cleared : reckoning  the 
horses  and  cows  at  2s.  6d.  a week,  the  calves  at  is.  6d. 
and  nothing  for  hogs,  it  amounted  to  9I.  2s.  id.  per  acre, 
A tenant  fed  stock  to  the  same  amount  in  an  adjoining 
field,  and  when  Mr.  Ramey  had  eaten  5 acres,  this  man 
had  eaten  and  wasted  30. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Ferrier,  of  Hemsbv,  is  very  sensible  of  the 
importance  of  soiling:  his  team  had  not  been  out  all 
summer  when  I was  with  him  in  September. 

Mr.  Francis,  at  Martham,  in  common  with  every 
good  farmer  in  the  neighbourhood,  uses  tares  lor  soiling 
horses,  but  thinks  clover  better,  and  much  used  every 
where.  ' 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Thurrting,  soils  on  clover,  in  prefer- 
ence to  vetches. 

Mr.  England,  of  Binham,  has  tares  enough  for  bait- 
ing his  teams:  does  not  sow  turnips  the  same  year  aftef 
them. 

Mr.  Priest,  of  Besthorpc,  cuts  all  the  hay  he  uses,  for 
eight  horses  and  fourteen  bullocks,  and  has  no  doubt  of 
its  answering  greatly. 

Mr.  M.  Hill,  does  the  \vork  of  1300  acres  with  forty 
horses,  but  he  has  200  of  pasture. 

In  1784,  Mr.  Coke  worked  12  oxen  in  harness  for 
carting,  and  found  them  a very  considerable  saving,  in  com- 
parison with  horses. 

1803.  Mr.  Coke  gave  them  Up  some  years  past,  from 
the  difficulty  of  shoeing  them,  but  more  from  the  invete- 
rate prejudices  of  the  men  against  them.  He  was  not, 
however,  convinced  that  the  practice  might  not  in  many 
cases  be  profitable. 

Mr.  Drew,  of  Bexwell,  tried  oxen,  and  gave  them 
up  from  being  troublesome  in  a waggon.  Mr.  Clark, 
of  Denver,  used  them  many  years,  but  gave  them  up  at  last. 

Mr.  Bevan  had  them  fora  few  years,  and  then  gave 
them  up. 

Mr.  Purdis,  of  Eggmore,  works  32  Devonshire  oxen 
in  yokes  and  bows,  four  to  a plough.  1 saw  them  at  work, 
and  was  much  pleased  to  see  them  step  out  so  nimbly,  as 
to  be  fully  equal  to  the  horses  ploughing  in  the  same  field, 
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in  point  of  movement : they  plough  an  acre  and  an  half 
in  one  journey.  Mr.  Purdis  thinks  the  saving  will  be 
considerable,  as  he  has  procured  40  heifers  of  the  same 
breed  for  his  regular  supply. 

Mr.  M.  Hill  uses  two  pair  of  short-horned  oxen, 
which,  walking  well,  plough  two  acres  a-day  ; each  pair 
an  acre  in  five  hours  and  an  half.  He  is  of  opinion,  that  on 
farms  that  employ  22  horses,  it  would  be  more  profitable 
to  have  16  horses  and  8 oxen  ; but  he  cannot  recommend 
them  for  nearly  the  whole  strength  ; as  in  liny  and  harvest 
it  is  necessary  to  be  very  nimble,  the  horses  in  empty  wag- 
gons trotting  fast ; this  cannot  be  done  with  oxen. 

Mr.  Havers,  at  Thelton,  works  Devon  oxen  for 
carting,  and  approves  of  them  much. 

Mr.  Thurtell,  near  Yarmouth,  a few  years  back, 
worked  bulls  ; he  had  two  pair,  and  two  of  them  ploughed 
as  much  land  as  two  horses:  he  has  a great  opinion  of 
them,  and  would  recommend  to  any  a6tive  young  farmer 
going  into  business  to  employ  them  in  preference  to 
horses. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

RURAL  ECONOMY. 


SECT.  I. — LABOUR. 

THE  circumstance  in  rural  economy,  which  fof 
many  years  distinguished  Norfolk  itf  a remarkable  man- 
ner, was  the  cheapness  wherewith  the  farmer  carried  on 
his  business.  This  arose  not  only  from  a low  price  of 
labour,  but  also  from  a much  greater  a£tivity  and  spirit  of 
exertion  amongst  servants  and  labourers,  than  was  to  be 
found  in  almost  any  other  county  of  the  kingdom.  This 
spirit  is  si  ill  highly  commendable  here,  but  by  reason  of 
the  scarcities  throwing  the  mass  of  the  people  on  the 
parish  to  be  supported  by  rates,  it  haj. .suffered  consi- 
derably. 

In  1767,  I registered  the  price  of  labour  in  West  Nor* 
folk  at  is.  a day  in  winter;  in  spring,  is.  2d. ; for  the 
harvest,  2I.  12 s.  6d.  to  3I.  with  meat,  drink,  and  lodg- 
ing, and  lasting  from  one  month  to  five  weeks;  hoeing 
turnips,  3s.  and  as. ; ploughing,  per  acre,  2s.  6d. 

Helkham,  1792. — In  harvest,  5I.  5s.  generally  five 
weeks. 

Threshing  wheat,  il.  is.  a last. 

barley,  9s.  ditto. 

Thatching  stacks,  is.  a yard,  running  measure,  length 
of  stack  all  widths  on  an  average. 
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t. 

d. 

For  the  harvest,  with  board,  - 

2 

2 

O 

— — Hay  time,  - - 

0 

I 

6 and  beer. 

— — Winter,  - - - 

0 

I 

0 and  ditto. 

Mowing  grass,  per  acre,  - - 

0 

I 

6 and  ditto. 

Hoe  turnips,  - - - 

0 

4 

O and  2S. 

Clay,  per  .120  loads,  - - - 

1 

5 

O 

First  man’s  wages,  - - 

10 

10 

O 

Second,  ditto,  - - - - 

6 

6 

0 

Lad,  ------ 

3 

0 

0 

Dairy-maid,  - - 

4 

4 

0 

Others,  - - - - - - 

3 

0 

0 

In  the  Holkham  district,  winter  and 

summer,  is.  6d. 

Odd  men  in  harvest,  2s.  6d.  and  3s. 
and  board  for  the  harvest. 

Regular 

men,  2I.  2s. 

Snetterton,  &cc.  in  winter,  is. 
Summer,  is. 

6d. 

9d. 

| no  beer. 

At  Hingham,  summer  and  winter,  is.  8d. 

The  harvest  42s.  to  50s.  and  board,  generally  for  a 
month. 

A custom  is  coming  in  around  Waterden,  &c.  of 
allowing  board-wages  to  farm  servants,  instead  of  the 
old  way  of  feeding  in  the  house  ; 8s.  a week  are  given  ; 
wages  5I.  5s.  This  is  one  material  cause  of  an  increased 
negledt  of  the  Sabbath,  and  looseness  of  morals ; they  are 
free  from  the  master’s  eye,  sleep  where  and  with  whom 
they  please,  and  are  rat'ely  seen  at  church.  A most  per- 
nicious pradlice,  which  w ill  by-and-bye  be  felt  severely  in 
its  consequences  by  the  farmers.  Mr.  Hill  feeds  his 
servants  in  the  old  way.  ’ • , ■ 

The  price  is  raised  at  Waterden  6d.  a day,  in  the  last 
two  years,  and  the  work  worse  done.  Last  winter  as. 

a day. 
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a day,  and  the  same  in  summer.  But  Mr,  Hill  in- 
tends next  winter  to  reduce  it  to  is.  9d. 

At  Winborough,  in  winter,  is.  8d.  ; in  summer,  2S. ; 
for  the  harvest,  50s.  gloves,  and  is.  hiring,  with  board  : 
reaping  wheat  10s.  6d.  an  acre,  or  2s.  6d.  a day,  and 
board. 

Through  Loddon  hundred,  45s.  for  the  harvest,  and 
board ; and  allot  twelve  acres  per  man ; some  four 
load  an  acre,  all  three,  of  spring  corn,  and  two  of  wheat: 
dibbling  wheat,  10s.  6d.  In  winter,  is.  6J. ; summer, 
2S. , which  was  lately  is.  6d. 

In  Fleg  hundreds,  winter  and  summer,  is.  6d.  a day, 
allowing  bread-corn  at  6s.  a bushel:  haivest,  50s.  and 
board. 

At  Martham,  dibbling  wheat  9s.  an  acre ; pease,  8s. ; 
bread -corn  at  6s. 

In  parts  of  Happing  hundred,  2s.  winter  and  summer: 
harvest,  2l.  12s.  6d.  and  board. 

At  Honing,  harvest  50s.  and  board  ; winter,  is.  4d.  and 
is.  6d.  a day  ; summer,  2s.  but  wheat  at  5s.  a bushel  to 
the  men. 

At  North  Walsham,  10s.  a week,  winter  and  summer. 

Scotter,  is.  6d.  and  beer  to  harvest ; then  42s.  and 
board. 

Reepham,  &c.  in  winter,  is.  6d.  to  is.  8d. ; in  sum- 
mer, 2s.  ; in  harvest,  all  included,  4s.  6d.  „ 

Thurning,  2s.  to  harvest,  for  which  7I.  without  board. 

Binham,  20d.  to  2S.  in  winter  and  to  harvest,  when 
52s.  6d.  and  board,  or  61.  6s.  without. 

Wighton,  harvest  61.  6s.  and  sixteen  acres  a man;  six, 
wheat,  and  ten  spring  corn. 

Thornham,  is,  9d.  to  2s.  the  year  round,  except  har- 
vest, then  2I.  12s.  6d.  and  board  ; 61.  6s.  without : filling 
marie  cart,  28s.  per  120  loads. 
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At  Snettisham,  10s.  6d.  a week,  winter,  and  to  hay 
and  turnip  hoeing ; in  harvest,  61.  10s.  without  board. 
Hoeing  turnips  twice,  6s. ; mowing  grass,  2od.  to  2s.  6d. ; 
filling  marie,  25s.  per  120  loads;  12s.  for  small  low  carts 
half  loads. 

At  Houghton,  in  winter,  tos.  6d. ; in  summer,  12s. ; 
in  harvest,  50s.  to  60s.  and  board. 

At  Wigenhali,  in  Marshland,  the  average  price  of 
reaping  wheat,  12s.  the  statute  acre. 

Labour,  at  Lynn,  is  sunk  by  the  peace : — Sailors 
wages,  from  4I.  10s.  a month,  to  50s. ; and  that  of  corn- 
porters,  from  i£d.  a sack  to  id. 

At  Walpole,  in  Marshland,  6s.  to  Js.  a day,  general 
in  harvest:  some,  this  year,  gave  9s.  and  10s.  a day; 
2s.  6d.  after  Michaelmas,  till  seed  time  is  over ; 2s.  all 
winter;  2s.  6d.  after  May-day, 

Near  Downham,  in  winter,  20d.  and  beer;  summer, 
2s. ; hay-time,  3s.  6d. ; mowing  grass,  2s.  to  4s. ; mowing 
barley,  5s.;  reaping  oats,  10s.  to  16s. ; wheat,  10s.  to 
I2S. ; in  harvest,  by  day,  6s. 

At  Besthorpe,  is.  8d.  in  winter;  2s.  at  hay,  and  after 
Jiarvest  till  Michealmas;  harvest,  45s.  and  board;  61. 
without.  No  malt. 

RUNCT0N. 

1803. 

2I.  1 2s.  6d.  and  board. 
2s.  and  beer, 
is.  9d.  and  beer. 

7s.  to  8s. 

5s-  • 

2S. 

3s- 

4s  6d.  and  2s.  6d. 

3s- 

Threshing 


‘770- 

Harvest,  al.  as.  and  board. 

Hay,  - is.  6d.  and  beer. 

Winter,  is.  2d.  and  beer. 

Reaping  wheat,  4s.  to  6s. 

Reaping  oats,  4s. 

Mowing  barley,  is.  6d. 
Mowing  grass,  2s. 

Hoeing  turnips,  4s.  and  2S. 
Threshing  wheat,  2s.  a quarter, 


Digitized  by  Google 


LABOUR. 


1770- 

OO 

O 

Oj 

Threshing  bailey,  is. 

IS.  6d. 

Threshing  oats,  8d. 

IS. 

Head  man,  12I. 

I2h 

Next  ditto,  9I. 

9I. 

Lad,  5I. 

61. 

Dairy-maid,  4I.  10s. 

4I.  I Os. 

Others,  3I. 

31- 

AT  SNETTISHAM. 

, *77°- 

1803. 

Five  weeks  harvest  and  board, 

45s.  to  50s. 

2l.  125.  6d. 

Fn  hay  time,  a day,  is.  6d.  to  2s. 

28.  6d. 

In  winter,  is.  2d. 

is.  gd. 

Reaping,  5s.  per  acre. 

I2S. 

Mowing  barley,  is. 

as. 

Mowing  grass,  artificial,  is.  to  2s. 

2S. 

• natural, 

4s.  6d. 

Hoeing  turnips,  4s.  and  2s. 

7s- 

Filling  and  spreading  marie, 

25s.  per  120  loads, 

28s.  to  30s. 

Threshing  wheat,  per  quarter. 

is.  2d.  to  is.  4d. 

IS.  8d.  to  28. 

Threshing  bailey  and  oats,  8d. 

8d.  to  iod. 

Threshing  pease,  is.  3d. 

8d.  to  iod. 

Head  man’s  wages,  iol.  to  12I. 

ill.  to  15I. 

Next  ditto,  9I. 

7I.  to  iol. 

Lad,  4I.  to  7I. 

4I.  to  7I. 

Dairy-maid,  5I. 

si. 

Other  ditto,  3I.  to  4I. 

3I.  to  5I. 

Women,  in  harvest,  is.  and 

board, 

is. 

in  hay,  9d.  and  beer. 

is.  No  beer. 

in  winter,  6d. 

8d.  No  beer. 
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Mr.  Henry  Blythe  assures  me,  that  labour,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Burnham,  nearly  doubled  from  1795  to  1801: 
to  satisfy  me  of  this  fatl,  he  laid  his  books  before  me,  in 
which  the  fa£t  appeared  clearly ; and  this  has  taken  place 
on  his  farm,  not  at  all  by  any  extraordinary  works  done 
on  it,  but  merely  by  the  rise  of  prices:  it  is  not,  however, 
to  be  accounted  for  merely  bv  the  rise  per  week,  but  the 
men  will  not  perform  what  they  formerly  did,  and  more 
must,  therefore  be  kept  for  the  same  work. 

The  labour  of  a sand  farm,  of  IOOO  acres,  near  Holk- 
ham,  820I.  last  year. 

Mr.  Marshall  takes  every  opportunity,  in  his  work, 
to  note  the  great  a&ivity  of  the  farm  workmen,  in  the 
dispatch  of  business  in  this  county,  much  exceeding  any 
other.  The  observation  is  pointedly  just ; insomuch, 
that  there  could  hardly  be  a greater  improvement  than  to 
introduce  their  system,  in  this  respetfl,  in  many  other 
counties,  equally  adapted  to  it ; but  managed,  at  present, 
at  a far  greater  expense. 

Recapitulation. — General  average  in  harvest,  2I.  8s.  3d. 
the  month,  and  board;  in  summer,  is.  1 id,  a day;  in 
winter,  is.  8d.  a day. 
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POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 


SECT.  I. — ROADS. 

DURING  the  long  period  in  which  Norfolk  was 
content  with  the  reputation  given  to  her  roads  by  the  ob- 
servation of  Charles  the  Second,*  without  having  re- 
course to  the  assistance  of  Parliament,  in  the  establishment 
of  turnpikes,  her  ways  were  bad  enough,  though  not  so 
bad  as  in  heavier  soils : she  has,  however,  in  the  last  20 
years,  made  considerable  exertions — turnpike  gates  are 
ercQed  in  all  the  principal  communications ; these  are 
kept  in  good  repair,  and  the 'roads,  in  general,  must  be 
considered  as  equal  to  those  of  the  most  improved  counties. 

In  the  line  from  Dereham,  30  miles  to  Haileston,  the 
direction  is  diagonally  across  all  the  Norwich  roads,  yet 
I found  this  road  as  good  as  a turnpike. 


SECT.  II. — CANALS. 

Very  little  has  been  effe&ed  in  Norfolk  by  means  of 
canals ; merely  artificial ; but  some  rivers  have  been  ren- 

* That  Norfolk  should  be  cut  into  roads  for  all  the  rest  of  England. 

dered 
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tiered  navigable,  which  add  considerably  to  the  communi- 
cations  of  the  county.  The  Little  Ouz.e  is  navigable  to 
Thetford;  the  Yare  to  Norwich;  the  Waveny  to  Bungay, 
and  the  Bure  to  Aylcsham ; a small  branch  of  the  Great 
Ouze  to  Narborough.  More  considerable  exertions  are 
rarely  found  in  counties  merely  agricultural.  Without 
coal-mines,  or  a great  demand  for  coals,  lime,  &c.  and  the 
establishment  of  immense  manufactures,  canals  are  too 
precarious  a speculation  for  the  ready  advancement  of 
great  subscriptions. 


SECT.  III. FAIRS  AND  MARKETS. 

The  principal  fairs  are  those  of  Harleston,  St.  Faith’s, 
Hempton,  Keuninghall,  Hailing,  Causton,  Kipton,  Swaf- 
ham,  and  Thetford,  for  wool. 

As  to  markets,  there  are  but  three  considerable  ones  in 
the  county,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lynn  : these  are 
plentiful:  Norwich  approaches  to  Bath  itself,  and  Yar- 
mouth is  most  plentifully  supplied.  The  rest  are  very 
inferior. 

In  the  distriCl  of  Holkham,  a circumstance  has  taken 
place,  which  I cannot  but  consider  as  an  extraordinary 
proof  of  the  spirit  of  exertion  which  pervades  this  county. 

Mr.  Overman,  of  Burnham,  has  a small  ship,  which 
he  keeps  constantly  employed  in  carrying  his  corn  to  Lon- 
don, in  bringing  rape-cake  for  manure  from  Holland, 
London,  Hull,  or  wherever  it  is  to  be  procured  best,  and 
at  the  cheapest  rate.  When  his  farm  does  not  in  this  man- 
ner produce  employment,  he  sends  her  for  coals,  or  deals, 

or. 
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or  on  any  service  which  times  and  markets  render  eligible : 
and  this  speculation  answers  well.  He  conceives  that 
drilled  corn,  kept  perfeflly  clean,  is  a better  sample  than 
the  common  run  of  broad-cast,  and  he  finds  it  difficult  to 
get,  in  the  country,  a price  proportioned  to  the  merit  of 
his  produ&ions ; and  to  send  the  corn  by  sea  to  London, 
does  not  cost  so  much  as  land-carriage  to  Lynn  would  do. 
Entering  on  a new  farm  of  Mr.  Coke’s,  a year  and  a 
half  past,  and  finding  many  hurdles  necessary,  he  sent  his 
ship  to  Sussex  for  a lading  of  hurdles;  there,  'made  much 
better,  of  riven  oak,  and  at  the  same  time  lighter  than 
others  to  be  had  in  Norfolk : they  cost  him  3s.  6d.  each, 
and  will  last  20  year*.  Common  wattle  hurdles  cost  is. 
is.  id.  besides  long  carriage,  and  will  not  last  above  two 
years. 

Mr.  Money  Hill,  of  Waterden,  has  also  a sloop  of 
50  tons,  which  goes  to  sea,  with  two  men  and  two  boys: 
he  built  her,  and  the  employment  is  the  same  as  Mr. 
Overman’s.  Mr.  Davy  has  likewise  one.  They  have 
not  yet  brought  manure  from  London  ; though  probably 
tallow-chandlers’  graves,  woollen  rags,  and  various  other 
articles,  would  answer  as  well  as  rape-cake,  at  the  present 
price  of  7I.  to  81.  per  ton. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  IV. — THE  POOR. 

An  establishment  at  Snettisham,  which  has  been  found 
of  the  greatest  use  to  the  poor,  and  has  answered  every 
expectation,  is  a subscription  water-mill:  it  cost  800I. 
and  a miller  is  employed,  at  20s.  per  week,  to  grind,  at 
4d.  per  bushel,  for  all  persons,  whencesoever  coming. 


PROGRESS 


Digitized 


I 


I 


2 

32 

1 

x*  rvf10*1  every  thing  's  put  25  task- work,  at  which  an 
io  2s.  per  day;  aud  the  prices  of  this  work  have 

payej 

nishi 

third 

consc 

of 

1 

(■  the  labourer,  whenever  he  does  hedging  or  ditch- 

■ • 

day. 

35 

67 

tmained  the  same  for  40  years.  Many  new  cottages 
lation  certainly  increases. 

and  Three  Children , when  lVheal  is  at 
per  Coomb. 

r.  d. 

\ 

\ • •• 

- - 6 0 

- - a 0 

• * .10 

. - 10 

10  0 

ted  com  is  sold,  to  maintain  wife  and  children  in 

uj 

i of  Mutford  and  Lothingland, 
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The  necessary  and  unavoidable  expenses  of  a labourer 
and  his  wife,  without  any  family,  for  one  year,  calculated 
at  the  price  of  flour  4s.  and  meal  3s.  per  stone,  and  the 
other  articles  at  present  price,  1799*. 


£■ 


Cottage  rent  - 

One  peck  of  coals  per  day,  20 
weeks,  or  140  days,  at  3fd. 
per  peck 

Half  a peck  per  day,  8 weeks,  or 
56  days 

A quarter  of  a peck  per  day,  24 
weeks,  or  rather  169  days 


} 

} 


2 

o 

o 


s. 


o 

8 

12 


d.  £.  s.  d. 

2 10  o 


10 


2 

4 


Soap,  4 ounces  per  week,  at  2|-d.  7 

...  . [ o 10  10 

which  is  per  annum  - 3 

Oil  or  candles,  at  6d.  per  week,  7 

, . > O 10  o 

for  20  weeks  - J 

Do.  do.  at  3d.  per  do.  for  32  weeks  080 


Shoemaker,  one  pair  pf  shoes,  one 
pair  of  highloos,  and  mending 
Stockings,  two  pair 
Hat  - 
Slops,  jacket,  &c. 

Breeches  - - - - 

Two  shirts  - 


o 16  o 

050 
020 
090 
050 
o 10  o 


3 * 4 


1 8 10 


270 


£■9  7 2 


* Communicated  by  an  aftiro  Magistrate. 

Amount 
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Amount  brought  forward 
Woman’s  apparel  - 

Sixpence  per  day,  for  food  for  each  person  - 
Sixpence  per  do.  additional  food  in  the  harvest 
month,  per  man  - 
Expense  of  tools  - - 


In  the  above  account  no  allowance  is  made 
for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  furniture,  and  sun- 
dry small  articles  used  in  the  house. 


EARNINGS. 


Harvest,  4 weeks 
48  weeks,  at  8s.  per  week 
W oman’s  gleanings 
48  weeks,  at  is.  per  week 


£■  '•  d 
4 14  6 
1840 
o 14  o 
280 


HOUSES  OF  INDUSTRY. 


MITFORD  AND  LAUNOITCH. — MINUTE,  1792— • 
INCORPORATED  1776. 

Pauper*  - 404 

House  built  for  - - 600 

Parishes  - 50 

Annual  revenue  - - £.3960 

Borrowed,  at  4 per  cent,  - £.  15,000  including 

1500I.  laid  out  by  the  treasurer. 

Have  paid  off  - - £-S°°° 

Earnings  - £-S°° 

Land  -----  60  Acres. 

Cows  - - - • » / 10 

s 

A wind-mill. 

MIT* 
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* Christmas  to  Lady-day. 
t Only  three  quartets  of  the  year  to  Michaelmas. 
$ In  the  parishes . 
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THE  POOR. 


MITFORD  AND  LAUNDITCH. — lS02. 


Paupers  in  the  house,  2il  of  Aug.  1802  : 244  old  and 
young. 

Earnings — Upon  the  21st  of  June  last  there  were  in  the 
house  52  paupers : 86  women ; 4 boys  and  girls  above  16, 
and  under  18 ; 25  above  10,  and  under  16;  48  above  5, 
and  under  10 ; and  38  under  5. — Earnings  then  about  81. 
or  9I.  a week. 

Poor-rates  lowered. 

Income  uncertain. 


Poor-rates  higher  or  lower. — Each  parish,  by  a late  a£t 
of  parliament,  pays  accoiding  to  the  number  sent  into 
the  house — have  been  much  lower  than  those  not  incor- 
porated. 

The  circumstances  which  occasioned  an  application 
to  parliament,  to  enable  the  parishes  to  keep  their 
own  poor,  paying  to  the  standing  charges  of  the 
house — a proceeding  quite  new,  were  these:  several 
gentlemen  thought  that  the  parish  of  East  Dereham 

were 
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were  3 burthen  to  the  corporation.  It  was  agreed  be- 
tween the  gentlemen  who  took  the  adtive  part  for  a new 
aft,  and  the  gentlemen  of  East  Derehain,  that  that  parish 
should  by  the  new  aft  maintain  their  own  poor,  and  ac- 
cordingly a clause  was  inserted  for  that  purpose,  and  Dere- 
ham has  built  a workhouse,  and  inclosed  ten  acres  of  the 
common  waste  for  their  own  poor. 

HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY — HACKINGHAM — 
MINUTE,  1792. 

Paupers,  - - - 215 

Will  hold  - 200 

£■  *■  d- 

Expense  of  building,  25  years  ago,  70OO  O O 
All  paid  off,  and  a balance  in  hand  of  515  o O 
Parishes,  - - - 41 

Poor-rates  lowered  one-eighth.  > 

Annual  income,  - - 1866  o O 

Spin  wool ; some  hemp. 

Annual  earnings,  - - - 250  O O 

Salaries,  Surgeon,  - - 105  o O 

Chaplain,  - - - 30  o o 

Clerk,  - - - - 30  O O 

Governor,  - - 40  o o 

and  fd.  per  lb.  on  all  wool  spun,  which  is  12I.  more. 
Baker  6s.  a week  and  board. 

FOREHOE  HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY,  BUILT  1 776. 

Average  number  of  Earnings. 
Peupera.  - £■  S.  d> 

From  Midsummer,  1788  to  1789,  306  532  19  2 | 

1789101790,  256  471  4 8$ 

1790  to  1791,  239  390  12  o 

1791  to  1792,  220  436  15  5| 

1792  m 1793,  206  357  14 

1793101794,  243  366  o 9 

*47°  2555  6 6 

Norfolk.]  K k Average 
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£.  s.  d. 

425  >7  9 


\ 


Average  number  for  6 years,  from 
1788  to  1794, 


Average  earnings  for  each  pauper  per  year,  1149 

Ditto  for  ditto  per  week,  008 

In  the  above  earnings  are  included  all  the  servants’  la- 
bour, for  which  they  are  not  paid. 

Sixty  acres  of  land  farmed. 

Income,  till  1796,  fixed  at  2888I.  per  annum,  from 
twenty-three  parishes. 


■» 

Income. 

No.  in  the  House. 

179&.  Lady-day,  £.1084 

- 

- 

309 

Midsummer, 

- 1445 

- 

- 

244 

Michaelmas, . 

- 1807 

- 

- 

224 

Christinas,  - 

- 1807 

• 

- 

269 

£■6143 

Average, 

261 

1797.  Lady-day,  £.  1084 

- 

- 

242 

Midsummer, 

722 

- 

- 

234 

Michaelmas, 

722 

- 

237 

Christmas,  - 

722 

- 

- 

270 

£-325° 

Average, 

245 

1798.  Lady-day,  £.  903 

- 

- 

2S3 

Midsummer, 

- 903 

- 

- 

”7 

Michaelmas, 

722 

- 

- 

224 

Christmas,  - 

- 722 

- 

- 

247 

£-325° 

Average, 

235 

1799. 
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Income. 

1799.  Lady-day,  £.903 

Midsummer,  - 903 

Michaelmas,  - 722 

Christmas,  - - 1084 

£•  3612 

1800.  Lady-day,  £.  1807 

Midsummer,  - 2330 
Michaelmas,  - 2530 

Suppose  - 2530 

£■  9397 


499 

No.  in  the  Houw. 

242 
- 233 

24O 
284 

Average,  249 


* 3J5 

- 334 

Suppose  * - 334 

Suppose  - 334 

Average,  329 


A different  arrangement  must  be  made,  in  order  to  add 
the  earnings,  and  dedudl  the  allowances  paid  out  of  the 
house,  as  in  these  respedls  the  year’s  accounts  are  made  up 
at  Midsummer. 

Average  Persons. 

Parochial  income  for  the  year, 

ending  Midsummer,  1797,  5420 

Earnings,  - - 378 

£•5798 

Allowances,  - - 1131 

£.  4667  - 242 

1798.  Parishes,  - _ £.3250 
Earnings,  - - 347 

£■3591 

Allowances,  - 1012 

£.  2585  - 244 


• These  three  articles, of eourae,  not  made  up;  there  is  very  little  doubt  but 
the  sum  is  e sadly,  and  the  number  very  neatly  stated, 

K k 2 1799. 
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Average  Peraone. 


1799.  Parishes,  - - 
Earnings,  - 

£•325° 

355 

Allowances,  - 

£■  36°5 
- 9J3 

* 1 * 

£.2692  - 

236 

1800.  Parishes, 

Earnings,  - 

- . 6143 
461 

Allowances, 

£■  6604 
- 3210 

£•3394  - 

293 

In  order  to  compare  the  dear  and  cheap  years,  we  should 
take  the  average  of  1798  and  1799  as  cheap,  and  of  1797 
and  1800  as  dear. 

1798  and  1799.  Parishes,  - £.3250 
Earnings,  - 351 

Allowances, 

£■  3601 
962 

£.  2639  - 

240 

1797  and  1800.  Parishes,  - 
Earnings, 

£•5781 

419 

Allowances, 

£.  6200 
- 2170 

£•4030  - 

267 

ANNUAL 
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ANNUAL  EXPENSE,  PER  HEAD. 

£•  s • d. 

1797.  — 242  persons  cost  4667I.  which  is 

per  head,  per  annum,  - - - 19  5 8 

1798.  — 244  persons  2585I.  which  is  per 

head,  per  annum,  - - - - 10  II  10 

1799.  — 236  persons  2692I.  which  is  per 

head,  per  annum  - - - -1181 

1800.  — 293  persons  3394b  which  is  per 

head,  per  annum,  - - - -11118 

• £■  S2  *7  3 

Average,  £.13  4 3 

HOUSEKEEPING. 

1798.  The  expense,  £.1256 

1799.  , 1235 

1800.  , 2229 

EARNINGS. 

£■  s.  d. 

1797.  — 242  persons  earned  378I.  which 

is  per  head,  per  annum,  - - - 1 1 1 2 

1798.  — 244  persons  earned  347I.  which 

is  per  head,  per  annum,  - - -185 

1799.  — 236  persons  earned  355I.  which 

is  per  head,  per  annum,  - - - 1 10  1 

1800.  — 293  persons  earned  461I.  which 

is  per  head,  per  annum,  - - - 1 1 1 5 

Many  are  old  and  decrepid,  and  many  are  children. 

MORTA- 
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MORTALITY. 


Parishes. 

1797 

179* 

'799 

■ too 

Barnham  Broom, 

- 

O 

I 

O 

0 

Barfold, 

- 

I 

O 

O 

1 

Brandon  Parva, 

- 

O 

I 

O 

1 

Banberg, 

- 

O 

O 

O 

1 

Bowtliorpe,  - 

- 

O 

0 

O 

1 

Carleton  Forehoe, 

- 

0 

0 

O 

0 

Cossey, 

- 

I 

I 

O 

1 

Coulton,  - 

- 

O 

0 

I 

1 

Crownthorpc,  - 

- 

O 

0 

O 

2 

Causton, 

- 

O 

I 

0 

0 

Deepham,  - - 

* 

O 

2 

O 

0 

Easton, 

- 

O 

I 

O 

1 

Hingham,  - 

- 

2 

2 

I 

6 

Hackford, 

O 

O 

O 

0 

Kimberley, 

- 

0 

I 

I 

1 

Marlingford, 

- 

O 

O 

O 

0 

Morley,  St.  Peter, 

- 

I 

I 

O 

1 

, St.  Botolph, 

O 

O 

I 

1 

Runhall, 

- 

O 

0 ‘ 

I 

0 

W ymondham, 

- 

4 

16 

6 

16 

Wicklewood,  - 

- 

0 

A 

O 

0 

2 

VVramplingham, 

- 

§ 

O 

O 

0 

0 

Welborne, 

- 

I 

I 

0 

0 

JO  28  II  35 


“T“ 

Proportion  an- 

nualiy. 

In  1797,  of  243  persgms,  10  died  — 

I in  24 

— 1798,  of  244  persons,  28  died  — 

I in  9 

— 1799.  of  236  persons,  11  died  — 

1 in  20 

— j8oo,  of  293  persons,  35  died  — 

I in  8 

A HOUSE 
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A HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

That  at  W y mondham  is  one  of  the  best  managed  in 
the  kingdom.  1 viewed  it  with  much  pleasure,  for  the 
extreme  cleanliness  throughout ; and  in  the  persons  of 
the  prisoners,  as  well  as  in  every  other  circumstance,  is 
highly  worthy  of  praise.  The  earnings  shew  Slow  well  it 
is  conducted. 


1797. — April  to  July,  earnings  of  19  pri- 

£■ 

t.  • 

d. 

soners,  exceed  their  maintenance  by 

- 7 

2 

2 

July  to  September,  of  15, 

- 5 

14 

8 

September  to  December  of  15,  - - 

- IC 

i 6 

7 

1798. — December  to  April,  of  21,  - - 

- 1 1 

18 

2 

April  to  June,  of  14,  - - - 

- 8 

9 

2 

June  to  September,  of  1 j, 

- 2 

7 

8 

September  to  Decern !>er,  of  12, 

- 4 

!3 

2 

1799. — December  to  March,  of  15, 

- 10 

1 

3 

March  to  July,  of  14,  - -- 

- 9 

18 

S 

July  to  Oilober,  of  12,  - - - 

- 2 

S 

6 

Oflober  to  January,  of  24,  - - - 

- 3 

4 

1 

And  the  proportion  of  their  earnings  which  the  prison- 
ers receive  for  themselves,  has,  in  some  cases,  amounted 
to  sums  which  have  established  them  in  industrious  call- 
ings, such  as  from  4I.  to  9I.  One  Brown  had  the 
latter  sum,  with  which  lie  set  up  as  a basket-maker,  and  is 
now  in  good  business,  and  with  a good  character.  The 
main  hinge  upon  which  this  turns,  is  the  employment 
being  the  hemp  manufa&ure;  bunching,  heckling,  and 
spinning  hemp,  are,  by  far  the  most  profitable  occupations 
they  can  be  put  to. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  V. — COMPARISON  OF  TIMES. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  having,  in  consequence  of 
a requisition  from  the  Corn  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (1804),  procured  returns  from  the  several 
counties,  of  the  expenses  on  arable  land  in  1790  and 
1803,  I am  permitted  to  insert  here  the  result  of  their  in- 
quiries for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  following  Tables. 


DAY* 
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Price  in 
Harvest, 

1804. 

PerWeek. 

s. 

d. 

1 35 

24 

.... 

24 

, , , , 

24 

.... 

24 

.... 

18 

10 

13 

4 

27 

13 

10 

6* 

1 30 

.... 

39 

.... 

28 

.... 

30 

.... 

12 

6* 

30 

.... 

37 

6 

24 

. . . . 

34 

33 

12 

6 

12 

3 

12* 

6 

28 

9 

25 

• • a . 

3 9 

. . • . 

18 

.... 

24 

— 

24 

4 

I 

I 
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n Thresh 

Thresh 

! Barley, 

Barley, 

1790. 

1804. 

Per  Qr. 

Per  Qr. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1 

.. 

1 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1 

. . 

1 

4 

iO 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

(j 

1 

2 

1 

6 

11 

1 

4 

J 

2 

1 

(j 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

6- 

1 

1 

6 

l 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

6 

l 

1 

6 

1 

1 

<i 

1 

1 

6 

10 

1 

3§ 

. . 

10 

2 

10 

1 

6 

1 

1 

6 

] 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

I 

1 

6 

1 

l 

6 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

•• 

11  i 

1 

5* 

l*r 


Filling 

Filling 

Filling 

Filling 

Earth, 

Earth, 

Dung. 

Dung, 

1/90. 

1804. 

1790. 

1 S04. 

Per  Yard. 

Per  Yard. 

Per  Load. 

Per  Load. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d 

s. 

d. 

2| 

3 

H 

2| 

21 

~'z 

3 

2 

3 

21 

3 

2 

24 

M 

3 

H 

3 

2 

2? 

3 

4 

2J 

3 

2| 

2i 

3 

3 

2- 

24 

2 

3 

2- 

4 

lj 

\k 

2 1 

0 1 

“ a 

2 

3 1 

0 

3 

2 ' 

3 

2 1 

3 

2 

3 

2* 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2f 

2 

24 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2i 

3{ 

u 

24 

2i 

3 

2; 

3 

?! 

3 

2 

24 

3 

j; 

3 

2 

3 

24 

2 

2 

3 

2} 

3J 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2f 

2 

24 

2 

3j 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2i 

3 

ik 

2 

H 

2 

2 

2j 

2 

3 

....  37{  .. 

••• 

50 
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e-ihird.  * oi:c-i!jirJ.  1 per  inn 

Increase  33  pr 
NORFOLK. j 
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axes. 


In  the  Pound, 
1803. 


s. 

d. 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 

6 

5 

9 

4 ** 

8 

2 

8 

6 

4 ft 

3ii 

7 

10 

8 

2 

«... 

2 

6 

2 

6 

4 

0 

— 

9 

3 

611 II 

5 

0 

3™ 

2 

h 

4 

2 

7 

3 

4 

10i 

1 in. 

to  I?s.  6d. 

|i|  l louse  o!  Industry. 

I 
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cnse  of  an  Acre  of  Wheat,  r 


1790. 

1804. 

v^ummuni 

tion. 

s. 

d. 

£■ 

X. 

d. 

No.  1. 

2 

17 

6 

2 

10 

4 

3 

17 

6 

2 

10 

4 

<1. 

3 

6 

7 

5 

8 

6 

4 

12 

7. 

8. 

Q 

2 

13* 

10 

1 1 

2 

6 

11.  J. 

12. 

7 

1 

4 

17 

18 

6 

1 4.  j. 

15 

2 

10 

16 

. 

14 

9 

1 

17. 

2 

6 

2 

12 

18 

12 

4 

1 

18 

5 

10. 

1 

1 

8 

5 

90 

3 

19 

21.  .. 

22.  .. 

21. 

5 

10 

24 

11 

2 

6 

95.  .. 

10 

3 

19 

6 

26.  . 

10 

3 

10 

27.  . 

8 

2 

12 

28 

12 

4 

1 

18 

5 

29 

16 

6 

3 

15 

Average 

3 

24 

2 

10 

24 

Per  Cent IhTtrrr1 


i 
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MANURE. 


Expense  ot  Manure- 

17QO. 

1804. 

Communication. 

s. 

t 

5.  | 

No.  1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

'6 

4 

. B 

3 

2 

6 

4 

, . 

4 

2 

6 

6 

, , 

5 

. B 

. , 

. , 

6 

, , 

, 4 

. , . 

7 

2 

6 

2 

9 

8 

2 

6 

4 

9 

2 

6 

3 

4 

JO 

2 

. , 

4 

, B 

li 

2 

. B 

4 

6 

12 

. . 

. B 

, B 

13 

1 

4 

3 

B B 

14 

2 

6 

3 

15 

3 

. . 

6 

16 

2 

6 

3 

7 

'7 

2 

6 

2 

9 

18 

2 

6 

3 

4i 

19 

• • 

. . 

. . 

20 

2 

6 

4 

4 

21 

, , 

. , 

. B 

, , 

22 

B . 

. . 

, B 

. , 

23 

. . 

B . 

24 

1 

6 

6 

. . 

25 

2 

4 

6 

26 

. . 

B B 

27 

1 

6 

4 

6 

28 

2 9 

2 

6 

3 

74 

Average 

2 

4* 

4 

2 

Per  Cent 

— 
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COMMUNICATION,  No.  11. 

PARISH  OF  HEVINGHAM. 


Annual  disbursements  on  the  average  of 
three  years  preceding  the  building  of 
the  Buxton  House  of  Industry,  amount- 
ed to 


1 £" 
>I34S  17 


d. 

8 1 


Disbursements  from  Oflober  10,  1802,  to 
Oftober  10,  1 803. 

Out-door  relief  to  aged  and  infirm  - 124  5 ll 

— to  sick  - - 19  18  9 

to  clothing  boys  and  girls  "1  ^ g, 

put  out  to  service  J 

Extra  miscellaneous  parish  charges 
I n-door  expenses  for  provisions 

- for  clothing 

for  payments  of  debt  on  J 


house,  &c. 
Interest  on  1337I. 


71  17 
58  2 
21  12 

> . lit* 

Hi  Hr  7i 


2 

7 


66  17  o 


' V £■  S°* 

Receipts  by  rate,  at  6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,/-.  502  12  9J 

1 v 1 - 11  , Jp7«  • *7 

Debt  on  house,  &c.  £.  1337  O o 

Paid  off  - - U5  H 7y,,  ;r.oT 

Total  unpaid  f.  1221  5 44 


Joseph  Alderson,  Visitor. 
Thomas'  Rackham,  Guardian. 


To  Mr.  John  Eepton,  Oxnead, 


-V MV  * 


SS  » 


PARISH 
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PARISH  OF  BUXTON. 


Annual  disbursements  on  the  average  of 

) £■ 

1. 

d. 

three  years  preceding  the  building  of 

>137° 

3 

7i 

the  Buxton  House  of  Industry,  amount- 

c 

ed  to  - 

J 

Disbursements  from  Oflober  10,  1802,  to 

Ortobcr  io,  1803. 

Out-door  relief  to  aged  and  infirm 

117 

5 

5 

to  sick 

>9 

•5 

3 

to  clothing  boys  and  girls  ■ 

1 13 

18 

put  out  to  service 

J 

68 

Extra  miscellaneous  parish  charges 

9 

9 

In-door  expenses  for  provisions 

239 

8 

5 

for  clothing 

72 

1 

, for  payments  of  debt 

\ 116 

13 

2i 

on  house,  &c. 

J 

Interest  on  1 5 18I.  is.  6d. 

- 75 

18 

O 

f - * 

l • 723 

9 

9 

Receipts  by  rate,  at  17s.  in  the  pound 

£•723 

9 

9 

Debt  on  house,  &c.  £.1518  1 6 

Paid  off  * - 1 * 6 1 3 2i 


Total  unpaid  £.  1401  8 3c 

Joseph  Alderson,  Visitor. 
Wm.  Jewell,  Guardian. 

ft  Air.  John  Refttm,  Oxntod. 

r . ••  i COMMU- 
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Co 

O 

0 00 

ft. 

Rent,  3001.  13s. .. 

1804. 

Windows 
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Dog  tax 

Property  tax 

Taxes. 
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COMMUNICATION,  No.  28. 

PARISH  OF  WIGHTON. 

One  materia!  circumstance  is  not  inquired  after,  viz. 
the  increase  of  assessed  taxes.  By  the  establishment  in 
J79O,  I paid  26I.  7s.;  I now  pay  47I.  4s.  6d.  exclusive 
of  the  property  tax,  and  the  increase  of  taxation  upon 
every  article  of  consumption. 

COMMUNICATION,  No.  2g. 

* » 

PARISH  OF  MARSHAM. 

Remarks  to  be  annexed  to  the  Statement  respecting  the  Rates 
of  Labour,  and  various  Charges  on  Arable  Farms,  in  the 
Tear  1790,  and  in  1804. 

The  difference  in  the  price  of  labour,  between  the 
year  1790  and  1804  (which  I have  taken  from  my  farm 
expenditure  books  in  those  years),  cannot  be  attributed  to 
the  price  of  bread  corn  ; as  I find,  by  reference  to  the  re- 
ceipt-book in  the  former  of  those  years,  that  my  wheat  was 
sold  at  an  average  of  3I.  per  quarter,  and  barley  at  il.  4s. 
per  quarter ; but  must  be  traced  to  other  causes ; one  of 
which  1 conceive  to  be  from  the  high  price  of  bread-corn 
in  the  years  1800  and  1801,  which  obliged  the  employers 
of  workmen  in  all  the  different  trades  conne&ed  with  the 
farming  interest,  to  give  a considerable  increase  of  wages, 
to  correspond  with  the  parish  allowance  panted  by  the 
magistrates  to  those  who  had  no  employment  during  that 
scarcity  ; and  although  the  price  of  bread-corn  is  reduced 
considerably  more  than  half  since  those  years,  the  other 
necessaries  of  the  poor  are,  since  the  year  1790,  increased 

nearly 
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neatly  double  in  their  price,  as  grocery  of  all  kinds,  shoes, 
the  little  malt  they  are  enabled  to  purchase,  & c.  that  the 
labourers  enjoy  but  little  benefit  from  their  increase  of 
wages. 

There  is  but  little  work  done  by  the  day  in  the  Nor- 
folk harvests.  The  usual  method  has  been,  engaging  a 
proper  quantity  of  labourers,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  acres  of  corn,  allowing  five  acres  of  winter  corn,  and  ten 
acres  of  summer  corn,  to  a man’s  share,  and  giving  them 
such  sum,  with  board  and  lodging,  to  finish  the  harvest; 
which,  if  the  weather  be  favourable,  is  ended  in  four 
weeks ; frequently,  when  the  harvest  is  early,  and  the 
weather  good,  in  three,  having  the  assistance  of  the 
carters  and  ploughmen  kept  on  the  farm.  The  difference 
of  wages  I find,  by  my  books,  to  be  one-third  increased 
since  the  year  179O;  in  which  year  I gave  il.  13s.  per 
man  ; the  last  harvest  il.  10s.  per  man.  The  increase  of 
wages  I attribute  to  the  recent  pradlice  of  the  large  occu- 
piers of  lands  in  this  county  giving  7I.  per  man,  the  la- 
bourers finding  their  own  vidluals,  drink,  and  lodging; 
their  wives  not  liking  to  have  the  trouble  and  fatigue  of 
providing  provision  in  their  houses,  which  has  compelled 
those  who  adhere  to  the  old  custom  to  give  the  increased 
price.  The  day-labour  I have  stated. 

It  is  usual  in  this  county,  where  labourers  are  em- 
ployed as  carters  or  ploughmen,  and  have  the  care  of  a 
team  of  horses  during  the  year,  to  give  them  the  harvest- 
wages  equal  to  those  retained  for  that  purpose,  with  their 
board.  This  is  prudent,  as,  being  so  engaged,  they  have 
an  interest  with  the  re>t  in  ending  the  harvest  as  soon  as 
possible;  which,  if  Continued  at  their  common  wages,  in 
all- probability  the  business  would  be  retarded. 

The  advance  in  the  price  of  threshing,  between  the 
two  years  in  question,  may  be  attributed  to  the  same 

SS4  causes 
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causes  as  the  advance  of  other  labour  connected  with  the 
farm,  with  the  general  objection  labourers  now  have  to 
that  employment,  whose  capacities  are  adapted  to  any 
other  method  of  obtaining  a livelihood ; and  many  will  go 
miles  tor  employment,  sooner  than  thresh  corn. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  great  increase  in  the  price 
of  blacksmiths’  work,  since  the  year  1790,  may  be 
accounted  for  from  the  dearness  of  foreign  iron,  which 
was  then  sold  at  ll.  3s.  per  cwt.  j is  now  at  il.  10s.  per 
cwt.  Coals  enhanced  is.  per  chaldron;  and  the  advance 
of  journeymen  wages,  which  has  been  in  proportion  with 
other  labour. 

A very  material  charge  on  arable  farms  (not  noted  in  the 
Statement),  since  the  year  1790,  is  the  advance  on  wheel- 
wrights’ work,  which  has  been  greater  in  proportion  than 
any  other,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  price  of  timber, 
ash-timber,  which  is  materially  useful  in  their  employ- 
ment, having  had  a rise  from  2I.  5®.  per  load,  which  was 
then  the  general  price,  to  5I.  per  load,  the  present  one, 
and  other  timber  in  the  like  proportion;  the  advance  in 
the  price  of  their  working  tools,  and  the  additional  wages 
given  to  their  men, 

In  this  county,  thatchers  are  seldom  employed  by 
the  day,  only  on  small  breaches  that  cannot  be  conveni- 
ently measured.  The  price,  per  day,  for  man  and  la- 
bourer, is  advanced,  since  the  year  1 790,  is.  per  day. 
Measured  work,  in  that  year,  was  charged  at  4s.  2d.  per 
square  ol  100  feet,  and  is.  per  square  for  materials:  it  is 
now  5s.,  and  2s.  for  materials.  Hay  and  corn  ricks  are 
usually  done  by  ihe  square  yard:  in  1790  it  was  o|d. 
per  yard  ; in  1803  i^d.  Here  seems  to  be  a greater  ad- 
vance than  in  any  other  labour  conne&ed  with  the  farmer; 
which  may  be  supposccl  to  have  its  cause  from  few  learn- 
ing 
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ing  the  business  ; as  it  does  not  give  constant  employment 
throughout  the  year,  there  is  not  an  inducement. 

Collar-makers’  work  is,  since  the  year  1790,  in- 
creased at  least  one-third,  from  the  advance  of  leather, 
hemp,  iron,  and  the  addition  to  the  journeymen’s  wages. 
The  usual  method  of  repairing  harness  is,  for  the  far- 
mers to  have  them  done  at  their  own  houses,  the  collar- 
maker  charging  is.  per  day,  for  labour,  per  man,  the  em- 
ployer boarding  them,  and  finding  food  for  their  horses; 
the  collar-maker  charging  for  the  materials  used,  which 
they  always  take  with  them. 

The  difference  in  the  expense  of  preparing  and  rais- 
ing an  acre  of  turnips  since  the  year  1790,  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  advance  on  manure.  Flag  and  turf  ashes, 
which,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  large  heaths  and  com- 
mons, is  eagerly  sought  for  for  that  purpose,  and  carried 
to  a considerable  distance,  is  enhanced  in  its  price,  from 
is.  per  cart-load  to  4s. ; 10  loads  of  which  is  the  usual 
quantity  used  per  acre.  Stable-dung,  and  street-  muck,  as 
it  is  usually  termed,  colle&ed  in  large  towns,  has  had 
nearly  the  same  advance.  Malt  dust,  or  cooms,  as  they 
are  provincially  called,  have  had  an  equal  rise,  from  is  6d. 
per  sack  to  3s.  6d.  This,  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
is  frequently  used  as  a manure  for  turnips.  The  carriage 
is  certainly  a considerable  saving ; and  where  no  other 
can  be  procured,  it  is  necessary  to  use  it,  as  the  turnip  re- 
quires always  to  be  manured  for;  but  I must  confess  it  ne- 
ver met  my  approbation,  when  recourse  could  L>e  had  to 
any  other. 

The  little  difference  in  the  raising  the  barley-crop  be- 
tween the  years  in  question,  as  described  in  the  State- 
ment, is  merely  the  alteration  in  the  expense  of  tillage  ; as 
barley  in  this  county  is  rarely  manured  for,  being  sowed 

after 
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after  wheat  or  turnips  that  has  the  preceding  year  had  that 
operation. 

Wlieat— The  expenses  of  raising  of  which  (as  it  is 
usual  to  manure  for  it  in  this  county),  has  had  the  same 
additional  charges  as  the  turnip  crop,  from  the  great  rise 
of  manures.  Soot,  a manure  frequently  used  for  that 
purpose,  is  sold  at  douhle  the  price  it  was  in  the  year  1790, 
being  then  6d.  per  bushel,  now  is.  Rape,  or  oil-cake, 
an  excellent  manure  for  cold  wet  lands,  has  since  that 
time  Sold  at  the  same  proportional  advance. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  on  consulting  the  preceding 
table  of  the  expense  of  cultivation,  that  the  objedt  is 
incompletely  ascertained.  Some  correspondents  returned 
only  the  amount  of  labour;  others  excluded  rent  and 
rates;  others  omitted  seed,  & c.  Tire  returns  from  somo 
Other  counties  were  still  more  deficient.  To  remedy  the 
omissions,  the  Board  ordered  a second  letter  to  be  written, 
requesting  an  answer  to  the  following  question  : IVhat  are 
the  charges  upon  100  acres  of  arable  land,  under  the  follow - 
ing  distlntl  heads  ? 

Rent,  - - - 1790.  1803. 

Tithe, 

Rates,  &c.  - 

Wear  and  tear. 

Labour,  - - 

Seed,  - 

Manure  purchased,  - - , 

•Team,  - - 

Interest  of  capital,  - - - 

The  following  tables  contain  the  result  of  these  inqui- 
ries for  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

Commu- 
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RECAPITULATION. 

LABOUR. 


Per  Cent.  Average. 

Rise  in  the  price  in  winter,  from  1 ^ 

1790  to  1803  J 

summer  - 38 

40 


harvest 

36 

reaping  wheat 

5° 

mowing  barley 

55 

-47 

head  man’s  wages 

58 

second  man’s  do. 

29 

-43 

threshing  wheat 

72 

threshing  barley 

5i 

— 61 

filling  earth 

37 

filling  dung 

So 

—43 

234 


Fractions  make  it 
Divide  by  5 


237 


47*,  gene- 


ral rise  in  husbandry  labour. 


* This  may  not  militate  so  much  with  the  reauit  of  the  second  series  of  la* 
hour  as  some  may  at  first  sight  imagine.  This  table  resulting  from  very  different 
data ; the  five  different  divisions  of  labour  being  considered  as  equal  in  amount. 
To  vary  the  calculation,  without  authority  in  the  papers  for  so  doing,  would  be- 
talcing  too  great  a liberty.  ARTISANS. 
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ARTISANS. 


Per  Cent. 

Blacksmith— Rise  in  the  price  of  tire,  from  1790! 

to  1803  ^ 

plough-irons  - 71 

■ chains  - 47 

- ■ shoeing  - 64 


Average 

Carpenter 

Mason 

Thatcher 

Collar-maker 


54 
- 36 

39 
■ 45 

38 


Average  of  artisans  - - 42 


RENT  AND  TAXES,  & c. 

Rise  of  rent,  <10101790101803  - ”35 

tithe  - - 58 

— ' rates  - - - 30 

CULTIVATION  OF  ARABLE  LAND. 

Average  rise  on  an  acre  of  turnips,  barley,  and  wheat  29 

Average  rise  by  the  tables  for  100  acres  . - 30 


I.abour 

Artisans 

Rent 


Per  Cent. 

” 47 

4*  • 
35  • 

Tithe 
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Per  Ccnf. 

58 
30 
“ 76 

- 29 

Average  - - - 45 

In  remarking  on  the  preceding  particulars,  I am,  in  the 
first  place,  to  note,  that  the  Board  is  not  in  the  least  com- 
mitted in  drawing  any  of  these  averages.  That  Body  sim- 
ply ordered  circular  letters  to  be  written  t.  and  every  reply 
stands  distinCUy  on  the  personal  authority  of  the  writer. 
There  ends  the  authority  of  the  papers  as  I received  them. 
The  calculations,  to  draw  them  into  one  view,  I have 
made,  for  the  satisfaction  of  such  readers  as  might  wish  to 
know  what  such  a general  result  would  be. 

It  does  not,  however,  follow,  that,  supposing  the  autho- 
rity of  the  letters  correCt,  the  averages  would  be  the  same, 
when  a certain  rise  per  cent,  is  deduced  from  them. 

In  this  sketch,  for  instance,  which  gives  45  per  cent, 
every  one  of  the  seven  articles  should  be  of  equal  import- 
ance, which  is  far  from  being  the  case.  Manure,  which, 
if  bought,  stands  so  high  in  the  list,  may  in  faCt  be  the 
lowest,  and,  in  bad  times,  perhaps  is  so  *.  Artisans  count 
for  one,  as  well  as  labour  and  rent ; but  that  article  is  of 
far  inferior  importance  to  either.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  tithe  and  rates. 

The  same  observation  is  applicable  to  the  particulars 
from  which  these  sums  are  drawn.  In  that  of  Labour, 
set vants’ wages  count  with  summer  and  winter  labour  ; 

* If  purchased  manure  be  left  out,  the  average  of  the  other  articles  would  be 
40  per  ce»t. 

and 


Tithe 

Rates 

Manure 

Cultivation 
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and  filling  earth  and  dung  the  same  ; but  it  is  sufficiently 
obvious,  that,  in  faCt,  no  such  proportion  holds.  In  the 
article  of  Artisans,  if  the  particulars  are  examined,  there 
will  be  found  a still  greater  disproportion  in  their  import- 
ance to  the  fanner.  If  these  circumstances  be  not  kept 
in  the  reader’s  mind,  he  must  necessarily  be  deceived. 

In  order  to  attain  a nearer  approximation  to  the  real 
fa£l,  or  to  ascertain  that  the  view  of  the  subjeCl  now  given 
be  indeed  accurate,  it  may  contribute  to  the  reader’s  satis- 
faction to  combine  the  results  of  the  two  series  of  replies  ; 
to  take  the  proportions  of  the  expenses  to  each  other  from 
the  second  letter,  and  the  rise  per  cent,  from  the  first; 
these  proportions  not  appearing  in  the  first  correspondence. 

The  average  expense  of  100  acres  in  1790,  returned  as 

£■  s.  d. 

■ - 80  o o 

15  19  6 

- 17  1 3 Si  ■ 

- 18  o o 
94  18  10 

- 30  6 o 
10  16  o 

- 46  10  o 

Interest  of  capital  - - - 34  o o 

Tota!  - £.341  n 3$ 


above,  is: 

Rent 

Tithe 

Rates 

Wear  and  tear 
Labour  « 
Seed 
Manure 
Team 


Now,  if  the  rise  upon  these  be  estimated  from  the  first 
series  of  letters,  viz.  Rent  35,  Tithe  58,  Rates  30,  Wear 
and  Tear  42,  Labour  47,  Manure  76,  and  taking  the 
advance  in  the  articles,  Seed,  Team,  and  Interest,  from 
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the  answers  to  the  Second  letter  (not  having  place  in  the 
first),  the  result  would  stand  thus : 


1790. 

C 

s. 

d. 

Rite  per 
Cent. 

1 

00 

«*.  O 

* 

d. 

Rent 

0 

0 

35 

108 

0 

Q 

Tithe 

LS 

19 

6 

58 

ls 

0 

O 

Rates 

J7 

13 

Si 

32 

22 

10 

O 

W ear  and  tear  - 

iH 

0 

O 

43 

25 

0 

O 

Labour  . - 

94 

18 

10 

42 

13? 

0 

O 

Seed 

32 

6 

0 

11 

33 

L3 

O 

Manure 

m 

16 

0 

26 

12 

0 

O 

Team 

46 

10 

0 

a 

54 

16 

8 

Interest  of  capital 

34 

0 

0 

a. 

39 

13 

4 

Total  - £■  34* 

u 

3i 

£•465 

*3 

0 

Which  is  a rise  of  36.54  Per  cent. 

And  this  I take  to  be  as  near  the  truth  as  these  data  will 
permit  an  estimate  to  arrive. 


CHAP. 
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In  Trade,  Ma- 

In  all  other 

• nufa&ures,  or 

Occupations. 

Handicraft. 

183 

2334 

23’ 

1955 

1153 

6024 

438 

2302 

784 

3599 

999 

4803 

053 

4846 

1666 

10.143 

036 

4969 

3 37 

3110 

1923 

4200 

847 

4388 

605 

3530 

1877 

5845 

42.5 

2504 

1331 

2887 

396 

3656 

401 

1808 

856 

3896 

236  1 

* 2852 

766 

6513 

4ZZ 

2790 

1003 

4812 

683 

3982 

360 

3876 

486 

3550 

839 

5344 

19Z 

2203 

1186 

328 

1899 

13,431 

367 

1730 

2103 

7896' 

12.267 

24,157 

22 

38,181 

160.313 
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CHAP.  XV. 

OBSTACLES. 


ROOKS. 

“ SELDOM  attempted  to  be  shot  in  East  Norfolk, 
where  a notion  prevails,  and  is,  perhaps,  well  founded, 
that  rooks  are  essentially  useful  to  the  farmer,  in  picking 
up  worms  and  grubs,  especially  the  grub  of  the  cock- 
chafer, injurious  to  meadows  and  marshes.” — Mr.  Mar - 
shall.  Confirmed  in  the  following  note  of  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Thurning. 

I cannot  but  notice  two  growing  evils  with  us,  of 
which  but  little  notice  is  taken: — 1st,  the  number  of  in- 
serts in  the  lands,  owing  to  the  loss  of  rooks,  by  felling 
so  many  rookeries,  and  not  taking  care  of  what  are  left; 
2d,  the  increase  of  mice,  and,  were  I to  give  my  opinion 
as  to  quantity  and  damage  done,  but  few  would  give  cre- 
dit to  it : I have,  at  different  times,  had  five  mice  killed 
to  every  coomb  of  corn  moved  off  the  stacks  in  the  sum- 
mer season,  and  sometimes  double  that  quantity  ; besides 
being  on  every  other  part  of  the  premises,  corn  and  grass 
pieces  not  excepted.  Some  are  driven  into  the  barns  and 
stacks  in  wet  seasons ; but  when  wheat  stands  long  on  the 
shock,  we  arc  sure  to  have  most  mice  in  our  barns  and 
stacks,  except  where  they  are  driven  away  by  some 
other  vermin  : — in  my  memory  there  were  20  grey  owls, 
where  there  are  now  one,  and  though  the  country  was  in  a 
rougher  state,  we  had  not  so  many  mice,  the  owls  prey 
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ROOKS. 


very  much  on  them,  and  in  wet  weather  they  are  more  ex- 
posed to  the  owl  than  to  any  other  vermin.  The  grey  owl 
is  destroyed  by  the  game-keepers,  and  by  felling  the  pollards. 
I have  seen  a young  hare  in  their  nests,  but  never  saw  a 
young  pheasant  or  partridge  : — the  white,  or  church  owl, 
are  not  so  destru£live  to  game;  and  were  there  places 
made  within  side  the  top  of  one  end  of  every  barn,  like  a 
box,  for  them  to  pass  through  as  they  come  into  the  barn, 
they  would  there  make  their  nests,  and  become  more  nu- 
merous, and  be  of  great  service. 

S.  JOHNSON.” 


THE  END. 


Printed  by  B.  M'Mi  I m,  ? 
Bow-Street,  Covent-Gaiden.  S 
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